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A Debt of Gratitude

Today is the Intellectual Martyrs Day Or better
still Martyred Intellectuals Day. What distin-
guishes a matyred intellectual from a Shaheed who
doesn't belong to that valued fold? Nothing. An in-
tellectual has his high ideals and superior appreci-
ation of the abstract entities of patriotism and jus-
tice to prepare him well to defend those even if that

takes life.

We observe this day and for very many good rea-
sons. Indeed it is one of the most poignant events
on our calendar. replete with significance for both
our nation and posterity. Witch-hunting to silence
new ideas and voices of reason and vision is noth-
ing new in history. But nothing compares to what
| was wrought in Bangladesh in the later three quar-
ters of 1971, specially December. Hitler or even the
| Inquisition pales before the deliberate and
pointed, duly culled and pursued execution of the
leaders of the Bengalee people’s intellectual life.

The killing of such intellectual giants as GC. Dev,

Santosh Bhattacharya, Jyotirmoy Gubha-
Thakurta and Kalachand Roy, the last named in
far-off ur came as a part of the plan

to terrorise and traumatise by one fell stroke the
spirit into submission. By their last spree
of murders of the best minds of this nation they
wanted to rob the victors of the day a future as a na-
tion. This amounted to more than mere mass mur-
ders of which there were a plethora in '71 — to a
genocide of the unborn, to a condemnation of the
victors to live down a hollow victory and ulti-
mately slide into some ignominious obliteration.

Their evil dream hasn't come true. True, we have

been turned the poorer by the loss of such stalwarts

as GC. Dev, the philosopher and Munier Choud-

hury, the linguist, Fazle Rabbi and Alim Choud-

hury, the physicians, Mofazzal Haider Choudhury

and Anwar Pasha, the teachers, Shahidullah

Kaiser and Zahir Raihan, the immortal brothers.

But an ancient nation somehow plods on and we|
are steadily regaining our ground in the arts and

culture, in spite of the wounds inflicted on the na.

tional soul by the cowardly acts represented by De-

cember 14.

We observe it to pay our debt of gratitude to the

intellectual martyrs for they died so that we live

and also not to forget the lesson taught us by the

day. They were killed not primarily by the Pak-

istani butchers but by Bengali speaking sons of
this soil. And nearly all of them live amongst us

till today. It is no revanchist cry that they should

be made to pay for their crime.

DCC's Moment of Truth

In its approval of a non-governmental organisa-
tion for a particular part of the city for
the first time, the Dhaka Qity Cerpeoration (DCC)
has welcomely but rather belatedly given out its
acceptance of a truth: the maintenance authority
of the metropolis is out of its depth in the fight
with city's ever increasing load of garbage. It comes
more as a measure driven by desperation than an
innovative revelation.

Dhaka is getting increasingly vulnerable to the
general and ready description 'the city of filth and
squalor'. Every street, ever nook and corner of the
city has been bearing testimony to the unabated
onslaught of all types of refuse for quite some time.
It would ask for a huge debate and research to as-
certain to what extent exactly, the utter disdain of
civic responsibility 'among a section of people and
the callousness of city managers have contributed
to the nauseating and the sickening reality. The
eventual incapacity of the DCC, given its limited
logistics and the growth of the city both in space
and people was, however, a foregone conclusion.

The step the DCC has reportedly, come up with is
a fairly commendable one in taking on a problem
of monstrous proportion but as a sustainable for-
mula in the long run, it needs to be reviewed seri-
ously. Because garbage cleaning operation of a city

tremely unwise to expect it to be looked after by
non governmental organisations solely dependent
on financial stupport from foreign donors.

Besides. an indispensable reality like garbage
cleaning cannot be made subject to the impetus of
voluntary social service. Its existence in the pri-
vate sector has to be ensured by commercial viabil-
ity. The DCC would do well to form a team of ex-
perts to study the system in other countries that
have given service to the private sector and come
;.1p with solider ways to deal with the garbage prob-
em.

like Dhaka is a huge responsibility. It would be ex-

Agartala conspir

The Ganges Water Sharing
Treaty— A Welcome

- History Speaks, opawiis the Truth

~ There could, obviously, be a choice as to whether one should call it a father or o fownries bt There is 5o option of

throwing out both. Whatever Mmhwhﬂaummmwmmmmm

decree that it is B_a:_tMu Sheikh

HE peopie of
are now passing through
the most marvellous
moments of their statehood
They had one such rare occa-
sion back in 1971 when their
homeland clinched Iindepe-
ndence from the cluiches of the
Pakistani occupation army

There were. however, victory

and day celebra-
tions in ween. But most of
those were, al y. marked

by an absence the truth of
facts but full of fictions. The
present ation was kept
quite in dark about the true
performers of the lberation
war. It was. as if, the history of
our independence had no links.
whatsoever with the evenits be-
yond the year 1971 Peopie, es-
pecially. .those who were born
after 197 were not allowed to

deep into the true records
m movernent
lest they discover the truth and
thus smash the planks of false
premises u which many of
the so called history makers

movement of
lﬁzﬂwummm
alr to indicate the ing of
the end. We all know who all
those heroes were to ring the
bell. Some of them rificed
their lives, some arc still alive.

Then followed a pa of

movements to provide further
boost to the momentum and
each and step of the then
Pakistan government to the
residents of this part of that
country only added fire to the
flame. But of all those, Awami
8 six-point demand ush-
a new challenge. The leader
of the party, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, was h on to a
state conspiracy case called the
acy case. And
that was, . the last nail
in the ¢ .
The legendary Moulana
Bhasan! had thrown all of his
life to the cause of the people of

this country. While Sheikh Mu-

Jib was in jail, he had to shoul-

der some of the pressures that
tics of those days generated.
e should be duly saluted for
his uncompromising stances
The great Moulana always
loved Sheikh Mujib and never
seemed (o have undermined or
envied the latter's sacrifices
Unfortunately, some of us al-
ways brood the nasty tastes of
placing the two on a competi-
tive platform. However, the six-
point movement was greased by
the Agartala conspiracy case
when whole of then East
Pakistan stood against the mo-
tivated trial
TI:: movements led by the
people, e ally. the 11 -point
Semaride of he iients. farted
Pakistanis to release Sheikh
Muyjibur Rahman. There were
mln?r ol that movement
but few names used to steal the

ek argaing Siheough 1

headlines Messrs Tofael
Ahmed. Shajahan Siraj,
AS M Abdur b (Late) Abdul
Guddus Makhan, Sirajul Alam
Khan etc. In the al =lection
that President Yahia Khan or-
ganized, le of this country
singularly mandated Awami
League to march ahead with its
six-point demand
e miiilalzajunta of Pak-
istan began to hatch conspiracy
s0 that Awami League (and
hence Bengalees] fail to rule
Pakistan. Zulfiker Ali Bhutto
was nourished and nurtured to
act as the villain and he did it
successfully However ar
rangements were afoot to hold
dialogues and thus detract the
whole attention of the nation
from the main issues The ad
ministration colla in this
part nf;a.kjllan. In the mean-
time, t o i fiery events
in the then rﬁu kistan em-
Hrvcr:d Bangabandhu Sheikh
ufibur Rahman to assume the
control of this region. All ad-
ministrative decisions were

dependence that was
to the nation (late) Abdul

Hannan The fol s of (late)
President Zia strongly argue
that Zia was the declarer of in-

dependence. Many of us heard
I“rnu:nrlrurm:ljmu."lll]IIr Zia on be-
half of our great Banga-

bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man .. hereby declare indepen.
dence...” Are then the two
g;liml I?mutu:l exclusive?
nite not. It was Banga-
bandhu’'s declaration carried
out by the then Major Zia The
second question. does the accep-
tance of the truth in any be-
little the contribution of Major
Zia in the war of liberation?
Again definitely not. We shouild
due
t and
those valiant sector comman-
ders who took the risk of his
life to liberate the cou :
That Bangabandhu kh
Mujibur Rahman was the archi-
tect of this nation could further
be testified from the available
avdio-visual documents on our

:a}:m by hl;n andl:u- ;::;ny and
rom all walks of life
qu':p::;hu-r to themn as sacred
duties
The so-called dialogue failed
a reign of terror and kiling was
let loose and Bangabandhu was
arrested on the night of 25th
March 1971. The people of this
part of Pakistan took up arms
to fight with the occupation

army. About 10 million
had to take refuge in nné::::
ing India Awami ague

formed government in exile
Army. Navy EPR._Police per
sonnel joined the war of inde

‘ndence with the and
mr students of this mﬁfw All

political parties and activists ol
the then East Pakistan (baring
a few of the ultra left and the
ultra right) participated in the
War. os¢ who crossed Lhe
border and those who could not
equally contributed to the lib
eration struggle of our home-
land It was, therefore. not a’
liberation war of any particular
litical party nor any particu-
ar party should claim its own-
ership. But because of their
elected political position at that
time, Awami League formed the
ment in exile and hence
the war is said to have been led
by Awami League
Who declared independence”?
had
that it
was Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman who declared in-

The hith
erio unreleased Muktir Gan, the
War Crime File etc and man

liberation stru

other documentary films anc
records terdd to forestall the fact
that the hero of Bengalees at
that time was none but Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. Given these
crystal clrargud;rmu on Lhe
ownership of the declaration of
independence, il Is unfortunate
that the debate still prolongs
only lo pul strains on our
nerves and strings to our
progress
1 late some political “lead
ers seennl (o allege that the then
leaders (meaning Awami Lea
ﬁllrlhl were [nghtened to lace
akistanl Army and took shel
ter in India at that time Taking
the argument further. they
lorcefully say that had they not
left lor India or had Sheikh Mu
jib not surrendered o Pak
istan we would not have lost so
many tilllons ot people and
possibly 1t would not have
takern so much tune lor our in
dependence There are, seem-
mgly. a number ol contradic
uons in s sort of points being
made and these points force-
fully bring to the fore the level
of 1gnorance with which the ad
vocates lend the pursue the path
ol politics First, if taking shel
ter i liha was of any crime

then it was Uspegal ' ):
m.nll}l turn eut iﬂﬁ‘ t M

victim of such a 'nonsensical
judgement. Because that great

L B 11 Or
‘EHE]E ay ropnd
us call sadeal:fad?and
ort

Muyjibur Rahman who could be adorned with such a title.

freedom f had his whole
%m at that time Most
of freedom fighters whe now
belong to BNFP also committied
the same kind of “crimes™ [f
for argument's sake. they had
followed the foot prints of
Awami League. then once again
it would be proved that th:-‘y had
to follow the leadership of that
party at that time. Fortunately,
at least one of the premises
must be true.

Second. had Bangabandhu
hide somewhere in ;
the enemy army would have un-
leashed a much more biting
r of terror within this
of Pakistan In fact. General
Tikka Khan is said to have been
asked about what they would
have done if f to find
the Sheikh ¢ would have
burnt each and every house to
get him within our " — was.
the answer Therefore, li.:!y'lng
that Bangabandhu should not
have surrendered seemhingly
tantamounts to saying that we
wanted more killings rapes
and destructions.

Who is the father of the na-
tion? There could. . be
a choice as to whether one
should call it a father or a
founder. but there is no lon
of throwing out both glﬂ—
ever title one leaves to it, all
available national and interna-
tional documents tend to decree
that it is Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman who could be
adorned with such a title. Every
nation has a father or a founder
whose name falls from the
pages of history that takes into
account the candidate's long
record of political sacrifices.
organizational capabilities.
uncompromising stances and
competence o lead people

A father in always a father
whether a son calls him lather
of not, or whether he can prop
erly manage the lamily or not
He would remain a father de
spite all of his hmitations as a

human It is bly true
that in the immediate by~

the gov-
ermment | to live upto the

expectations of the people. Al-
legedly. there were many fol-
lies. China also faced the most
severe [amines and other dis-
ruptions during the time of
Mao-Tsetung Could that lower
hils status in the eyes of the
Chinese? In tact. there are
many scholars 1n this world
who are not good husbands,
many ace coaches whose teams
fail to win the games few times.
Are Lhey robbed of their titles?
L’Tallln;% Bangabandhu a father
or a lounder of Bangladesh
never goes (o downsize Moulana

Liaur many In
he

call it a day for the u unate

debate.

Breakthrough

This long-term treaty by

removing a nagging

irritant between the two countries should
open up opportunities for mutually beneficial

cooperation says Qazi

tnhc 3 catchment area in
angladesh For example. it
was not possible so far. con-
sequent
assured flow of water. to secure
funds for constructing the

Pangsha Unicse this berrage 1o

!I;‘;ﬁ;nme. down to the
Bengal. Water can be
controlled and diverted for

v including ir-
inity control, etc.

arious

tion, 4
bym;mtrﬂ- a8
SO0T as | believe
raising the purpose will no

riga
longer be a serious problem.
ruﬂded the bartage construc-
lon proposal is now pursued
with determination

I would like to ¢ atulate
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
for her larsightedness and po-
litical sagacity in concluding

this treaty so rlpidlﬁ It is

surely a mutual neficial act
for both Hu\eﬂzlh and India.
The Prime Minister and the

other leaders of India should
also he congratulated
leaned o

| am particularly
see the resolution this long

standing problem between the
two countries. In fact. -
ladesh Unnayan Parishad (BUP),
Centre for Policy Research
LC{PI? of HewE;ﬂu and Institute
ntegrat Deve t
Studies (I1DS) of Kﬂtmu
have been working together
over the past six years on water
sharing and other regional
issues. We came to the firm
conclusion years ago that the
Ganges water sharing issue
C not be resolved at techni-
cal or bureaucratic level and
that it was most likely to be ac-
o hed at the hi
ical [surnmit) level
cal aspects were knowh What

wdas neces

t potits
e lechpi- °

was a clear-cut *
- political direction. The resolu-  ghvious."

Kholiquzzaman
tion of the at the ini-
tiative of Prime Ministers

m opportunities for mu-
tion
e coopera s

%
z

jating terms
and conditions of cooperation. |
believe. for the benefit of all,
the regional countries should
work together to expand and
deepen scope and work pro-
Ernmmtn for cooperation
eeping in view-geo’ political
and geo economic realities. |
woul Ilk;,tn end tll;.l: short
ing paragraph from Con
ater into Wealth:
in Harnessing the
tmalayan Rivers joi-

JIJ:'I.IfIl'rl"-!ﬂrr H
n
o, g, S

bl sy gprsor B

Malla) authors in 1994 within
the framework of their research
collaboration on the issue: “The
Eastern Himalaya r is too
poor to afford further loss of
time. The waters of the G :
Brahmaputra and Barak/M
thnﬂ constitute an abundance
of wealth and that must

be creatively and
used We can mmuﬂ

t r a better fulure
oy’ er t vaton of seli-
abpeégation le. the world
marches on: The choice is

Pro-democracy Struggle in Myanmar Takes New Turns

EW developments have
lately marked the pro-
democracy movement in
Myanmar. Since Aung San Suu
Kyl was released from six years
house arrest in July 1995, she
used to address her supporters
over her garden fence every
Saturday and Sunday. Having
failed to deter people from
turni up. the authorities
decid to block them with
barricades. But they used to
come anyway, leading to a cat
and mouse game as Suu K
tried to meet them
cordon. In view, of the pre-
vailing political situation in

Myanmar, Suu tried to meet
them fgal:tnrdnn In
view of the

situations in Myanmar, Suu
&3: declared that lll'u: i:hI:::: for

military junta lay between
“dialogue and devastation.” It
was indeed a simple statement
of fact.

Observers noted that politics
in Myanmar was progressively
turning ugly. The mili-
tary junta routinely | up
its critics. sometimes torturing
them. Villagers used to be dra-
gooned into unpaid labour. But
the government at least re-
frained from using physical vi-
olence against Suu Igyi until 9th
November last when some un-
ruly elements attacked cars
carrying her and her advisers.
The mob turned violent, throw-
ing stones at Lhe cars, bea
her travelling companions wi

At present, the junta seemed to be more concerned with suppressing dissent at home than
with improving their international image. Recent events provoked the Clinton adminis-

tration 1nto

sticks and chains and chanting
vanous anti-Suu Kyi slogans

The junta denied any in-
volvement in the hooliganism.
But nobody in Yangon leved
their story. The unruly ele-
ments were said to be members
of a kind of government sup-
porier's club drawn from civil
service, schools as well as un-
employed louts who received
some payments per head for
their intimidation. Though
there were large numbers of
uniformed soldiers and police-
men near the scene. none inter-
vened.

Many impartial observers
disliked the confrontational
approach of the government at
a time when Senator John Mc-
Cain, a senior American politi-
cilan. was on a rare visit to
Myanmar with plans to meet
senior members of the junta as
well as the nﬁgﬂunn leader.
Suu Kyi. The Senator south
to i a battered relation-
ship with Myanmar. The mis-
sion was not likely to be helped
by the junta's present attitude.
In this context. it may be men-
tioned that American legisla-
tion passed in September last
imposed mild sanctions on
Myanmar. There was a threat of
worse punitive steps if there is

large-scale repression or il Suu
Kvi is physically harmed.”

According to some reports
the junta s behaviour was not
Just in conflict with its diplo-
matic aim: it also showed signs
of internal disagreement An
intelligence source had hinted
last November at the possibility
of talks between the junta and
Suu Kyi. which would meet her
one consistent demand since
her release. But the tactics of
the junta now seem to lean to-
wards is confrontation. In this
Fcrspu:ttv:. some expressed the
ear that, to justify its actions,
the junta might adopt an even
tougher stance, which compro-
mise from might become diffi-
cult.

At present. the junta seemed
to be more concerned with sup-
pressing dissent at home than
with improving their internas:
tional image. Recent events
provoked the Clinton adminis-
tration into banning visits by
SLORC officials to America.
Five US Senators called on
President Bill Clinton in writ-
ing to declare a ban on new US
investment in Myanmar for
human rights violations. The
five Senators contended that
the Cohen amendments' crite-
ria for imposing such a ban

visits by SLORC officials to America writes A S M Nurunnabi.

were already mel in the wake of
d campaign of arrest and intim-
idation. culminating in a vio-
lent attack on the car in which
Suu Kyi was travelling.

US President Bill Clinton
lately singled out military-led
Myanmar for criticism as he
closed a 12-day Pacific trip. In a
speech at a Thai University,
President Clinton said in a
tough tone that the refusal of
Myanmar's rulers to move to-
wards democracy and the
regime's involvement in nar-
cotics both represent violation
of the rule of law. He praised the
brave reformers in Myanmar
led by Suu Kyi. The US president
said: "Every nation has an
interest in promoting true o
litical dialogue _nag dialugpl?c
that will lead to a real fight
against crime, corruption and
narcotics and a government
more tot

In this context, Suu Kyi ob-
served: "May parts of the world
have undergone unbelievable
change. Once bitter enemies in
South Africa are now working
together. In this context, there
is more in common between the
militarly junta and the demo-
cratic lorces in Myanmar than
existed between white and black

we have Lo choose between dia-
logue or utter devastation, the
human instinct for survival
alone, if nothing else. would
eventually lead us to prefer dia-
logue.”

Bulked in her aimed objec-
tives, Suu Kyi regretted: "l have
seen repression in Myanmar
reaching new heights. notably
directed at the National League
for Democracy which she said
was the target of torture and ha-
rassment.” She called on the
United Nations to mediate with
the military junta to achieve
democratisation. suggestin
personal involvement of the UN
chief.

Democracy movement in
Myanmar very recently
warmed up again. On 2nd De-
cember last, about a thousand
university students held the
largest protest demonstration
in years against the ruling
junta in front of Yangon Uni-
versity. There was no police ac-
tion against the demonstration,
but a large section of the
demonstrators carried on the
protest overnight to march out-
side Yangon's holiest shrine at
day break on December 3. Riot

olicemen intervened heavy-
andedly and dispersed the
demonstrators. The govern-

ment contended that "political
elements” had incited the stu-
dent protests and the police had
handled the demonstrators
"gently.” The situation still re-
mained volatile. In a later de-
velopment, two universities at
the heart of Myanmar student
protests cance classes, rais-
ing speculation the military
government would close the
universities in an attempt to
quell growing student unrest.

Although there is no appar-
ent connection, the junta is
linking the demonstrations to
Suu Kyi's opposition to
ASEAN's accommodation of
Myanmar's request for entry
into the bloc, reconfirmed at an
informal summit- in Jakarta
lately. It was not clear whether
the ASEAN nations, to avoid a
clash with Western allies. par-
ticularly in view of the biting
criticism by President Clinton
of the Myanmar regime, are
being silent about formal decla-
ration about Myanmar's mem-
bership of the ASEAN. The two
most democratic is
in the region — Thailand and
the Philippines — are believed
to be uneasy atrbout ;Icyanmlr'a
suppression ol pro-democ
mnmpp nt led h_'fp Suu i{yi.rg:g:
spite the implicit recognition of
unfavourable conditions in
Myanmar. the policy of "con-
structive engagement” towards
the junta followed by South
East Asian leaders is providing
no consolation to Suu ll?(yi.

——
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Dhaka Sylhet highway has become the virtual
heaven for highwaymen. According to a Bengali
daily, the stretch from Narsingdi to Bhairab come
under the prowl of robbers and dacoits daily right
after the nightfall. The passengers of the Sylhet
bound night coaches and other vehicles are falling
preys to these armed bandits regularly.

Not only that, the colonnade of trees on the sides
of the said part of the highway is all but gone. The
dacoits do not pnly stop at robbing people of their
belongings but have also extended the domain of
their criminality to the lovely, useful green robed
senators. The sufferers are quoted to have said that
the trees are felled to create road blocks.

What makes one aghast is that this reign of law-
lessness has been going on for quite some time in
that area and the local law enforcing administra-
tion has so far behaved in a manner as if it could
not care less about public sufferings.

Well, if the local law enforcers can afford to re-
main blind to the reign of the robbers on the roads,
the central authorities cannot. We hope an imme-
| diate measure would be taken to clear the Dhaka
Sylhet highway from the clutches of criminals and
also a probe would be conducted into the allegation

f negligence in duty by the local unit of law en-
orcing agency. -

[ -
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Let's be pledge-bound

Sir, "December” comes to us
7o it i Mg B
the people of Banglades ve
been enj the whole month
) ruma:pn_ﬂmngu. semi-
nars, and sym a.

On the other hand, when we
think of those who have scari-
fied their lives in the Liberation
War, a sorrow grips our minds.

Successive ts had
hml nndl:'lurkad lorl]thhc. nation

ut people in gener ve not
been benefited. Now e have
again voted and el a demo-
cratic government. They are
supposed to work in favour of
people tilm'.l we are the
present govermment Y. hav-
ing a Icgar.?r of sac for the
nation, will not let the hopes go

in vain..
The t should take

every step very carefully. Law
and order should be maintained
by any means, unemployment
problem should be solved by

i.e. body
bepﬂlted. g;:yhlt and
hard working.

There should not arise any
question T any quarters
should be clean and transpar-
ent for any development pro-
ject. Because we are utilising

foreign aids, so we must think
before how to effectively utilise
the funds. Feasibility Report(s)

should be checked very care-

fully and projects distributed
vis-a-vis development pros-
There are so many problems
in our county. The government
may not be able to solve all, but
ru\ridinf as much possible for
e will be a great victory
after all. Our victory will be
achieved when we shall materi-
alise our great leader Banga-
bandhu's dream of building a
"Sonar Bangla" by providing
work and remuneration against
the work for everyone of the
nation.

We would request the gov-
ernment to look into every sec-
tor, provide with agm;::r guid-
ance under the leadership of ex-
perts, and also establish human

ts, rule of law, political sta-
bility and a peaceful society.
That will be our true victory,
and if we fail then it will again
be a great tragedy for the na-
tion,

Again, it is time to realise
that any s sacrifice cannot
in vain. We must remember,
father of the nation and

also the national leaders who
_have sacrificed their lives for

the nation at the time of libera-
tion and after liberation. And
remember the valiant freedom
fighters., and not forget to pro-
vide the t share of success to
their families.

Obaidul Kabir Chowdhury
Asstt Vice President
National Bank Limited
Head office, Dhaka

Sir, | feel it obligatory to
write on our in . Nil-
phamari was a sub-division
under Ran r district when |

joined Nilphamari branch of

the then National Bank of Pak-
istan as manager in March
1971. On 25 March Pakistan
unta attacked the people of
haka killing thousands of
them. All communications
were off. Dhaka dwellers were
fleeing to the villages to save
their ] with my tweo
kids took shelter in a village
near to Nilphamari town.
The bank ned closed for
some time.

In the meantime the Pak
military took possession of
Nilphamari town and called all
the officials to resume duties.
They issued warning that if

—————————
anybody failed to do so. they
would forcibly brought in
and punished. Finding no other
alternative | came to join. Na-
tional Bank of Pakistan, being
the treasury bank branch, was
the focal point of watch of the
Pak army. Everyday army offi-
cers were coming to me and
threatening me to let them
know about the deposit ac-
counts of the minorities and the
freedom fighters? | tried to keep
the secrecy about the accounts.
During the month of Decemn-
ber, the army officers camped
in at Nilphamari College and
forced me to take all the money
to Rangpur Cantonment. They
also took me there They kept
me waiting there for few hours
without taking any decision.
One Punjabi Major, who seemed
very kind, helped me to talk to
my manager of National Bank

Pakistan, r branch.

| was kept unied for 6 to 8
hours. My colleague in Rangpur
talked to DMLA of r and
rescued me from the s of
the Pak army personnel who
were conspi to retain the
money brought from Nil

. Then the money was

deposited at the treasury
branch of NBP.

Again at the time of libera-
tion — three or four day before

the 16th December, the Pak
army along with the members
of Peace Committee made a list
of intellectuals to kill them all.
We were simply uttering the
name of God, who is the
Saviour. Then the Independence
dawned on the soil of Bangla-
desh. We became free.

| know that each and every
Bengalee has got many stories
that to tell which have not yet
been told. We should speak out
about whatever we have experi-
enced during the War of Libera-
tion, lest we forget everything.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
Dy General

Manager
Sonali Bank, Head Office.
Dhaka

Change of site for
better

Sir. Consistent with the
change of time and :!HUIU{}ni
owth of population. raise o
ﬂy-mnpﬂ'a. intense business
and commercial activities ad-
ministrative necessities suffer
i and requirements of the
ic, it seems ative that
E:nglhhlhln may be shifted

from its present rlru'nhﬂ in the
middle of Dhakas most
crowded. busy and congested

area between Gulistan and
Motijheel, to a more suitable
and blissful ce like say,
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar or
Baridhara.

Over last 35 years we have
been simply hearing plans and
mmes for the shifting of

Dhaka Central Jail from
thickly lated area of south-
western old Dhaka but we do

not know how and when the
scheme of shifti of Dhaka
Central Jail wou be com-

pleted.

We would be grateful if the
authorities concerned. espe-
cially the Ministry of Works
and uk. consider one thou-
sand and one ems. diffi-
culties and sufferings of the
people and take immediate nec-
essary steps to shift Dhaka
Central Jail., and alseo
Bangabhaban [from the bustle
and hustle of old to a better
site and help some re-
lief in the process to the areas
concerned of the
city of Dhaka without
loss of time
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