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A Sammilita Sangskntik Jote function

occasion of Silver Jubilee of Independence.
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the BCIC. The discussion was
cipated by Abdus Samad,
uhul Anun., Yusuf i{ossain,
Alauddin Ahmed, Rafiqul Ma-
nnan, Mohammad Shahi-
dullah Pathan and Azharul
Haq, Mohammad Rezaul Karim
presided.

Muktijoddher Chetana
Monch organised a reminis
cence meeting on the 11th day

of its fortnight long victory
Erngrarnmes at the Doel
hattar near Curzon hall.

Presided over by Dr Nilima
Ibrahim. the meeting was ad-
dressed among others by Sajeda
Chowdhury MP, Mamunur
Rashid and Sayedur Rahman.
Leaders of Bangladesher
Samajtantrik Dal (BSD] de-
_manded trial of the war crimi-
nals at a discussion meeting

held at Raverbazer.

Presided over BSD leader
Rahtina Khatun. the meeting
was addressed by among others
Abdullah Sarkar, Golam
Mahmood, Bazlur Rashid Firoz,
and Ashraf Uddin Khan.

The "Bijoy Utsab” of Sammi-
lito Sanskritik Jote in six
stages around the umversity
area and at the Cenggal .':ihatfau:l'
Minar attracied a 1-#:113 number
of people yesterday.

At the central Shaheed
Minar, a session of group songs
was held. In the Munir
Chowdhury Monch at the Doel
Chattar, dramas were staged by
various groups. films on libera-
tion war were screened from the
Zahir Raihan Monch, Baul
songs were sung in the Jainul

Abedin Monch and poems were
recited in the Jahanara lmam

_at the Central Shah
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Monch.

A book fair which began on
December 10 continued yester-
day. A cottage industry fair was
also held in front of the Bangla
Academy.

A session of Nazrul songs or-
ﬁlﬂﬂd by a Academy was

Ild in the academy premises.

The Bangladesh Workers
Party organised a meeti at
Mirpur as part of its week-long
victory day programme. Pre-
sided over by Kamrul Ahsan,
the meeting was addressed by
Rashed Khan Menon, Nurul
Hasan, Abdul Auwal, Moha-
mmad Nasir and Abul Kalam.

The Nazrul Academy will or-
se a week-lo o Utsab

om today at the Nazrul Monch
in celebration of the Silver

Jubilee of Independence.
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effect if implemented

A three-day conference on
flood action programme in
Bangladesh held in Brussels.
has apprehended unfavourable

consequences on food security
and environment if the pro-

Flood Action Programme

FAP) is implemented, reports

The conference on “Food
Security and the Flood Action
Programme in Bangladesh”
concluded on Saturday in the
conference room of European
Parliament in Brussels

Different sessions of the
conference were presided over
b Europian Parliament

ember and its Green Group
leader Wilfreed Telcasper. its
International Affairs Adviser
Sabiney Maer and ral sec-
reta of Bangladesh Gano
Sanghati Kendra Johan Van
Rixtel

After elaborate discussion.
the conference adopted a seven-
point resolution luﬁgfﬂlni: a
complete review of the FAP on
the of a national debate to
elicit public opinlion. The de-
mands and aspirations of the
poor people must be reflected in
the walter m:nlﬁ:mml pro

t

The Fu.rul:npnnu agreed that
if the FAP projects are imple-

mented in Bangladesh. it would

have adverse effect on agro-
based ec of the country,
its fish-wealth, environment
and social structure and the
prevailing food Iinsecurity
would become more intense

The Structured Flood
Control and Green Revolution
Projects of the FAP might de-
prive the commonmen of their
right on local wealth like fish
and water-bodies, it said.

The Ban lnd{fnh Gano
SirEhlﬂ a, Green Grou
of Europian Parliament an
IAO Network of Berlin jointly

organised the international
conderence.
Luka Ortani of Europian

Commission, Kits Pitman of
the World Bank. Jef Wood and
Patricia Almada Villela of
UNDF Review Mission. presi-

dent of Bangladesh Khetmajur
Union Bimal Biswas general
secretary of Bangladesh

Krishak Federation Badrul
Alam. Swapon
Samabesh Institute and
Selimul Haq of Bangladesh
Centre for Advanced Studies
took part in the discussion

Adnan of

BNP: Govt sold out
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tion was 60:40 and in favour ol
Bangladeskh.”
He said there was a clear
Mantﬁ: clause for Bangla-
in the 1977 accord, but this
tmme India, not Bangladesh, had

been provided with the
antee clause.
"Although it is a 30-vear

agreement, it has practically
become a two-year accord with
the provision of review every
two Bycara. * he observed.
huiyan also apprehended
that Bangladesh might not get
mich water under the negotia-
tion between the two parties if
the flow of water decreased be-
He resented that the gov-
ernment did not discuss the
Ganges water-sharing issue, an
issue of national interest, with
the opposition political parties.

NGO to collect
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vices in the future," Rashid told

is correspondent. With good
work. "eventually our organi-
sation would be able to attract
foreign donors to help it." he

Meanwhile networks of
door-to-door garbage collection
service have grown in different
areas of the city at private ini
tiatives, without permission
from the authorities. DCC offi-
cials said that they would en-
courage any such move.

But residents of the areas
complained that despite their
Egr(l:n{g conservancy tax to the

or cleaning up their areas,
they are further paying the pri-
vate collectors for the job.

“The DCC is liable to legal
action for failing to do a job for
which it is taking money,” said
Mozammel Haqg, a resident of
Kalabagan area.

Sources concerned said that
in 1994-1995, DCC's revenue

urn.h.ﬁ from conservancy tax
stood at about Tk 9.63 crore and
went up to about Tk

.57 crore in the sector.

Replying to a question, he
said the ruling party had not
given any formal proposal to
BNFP lor discussion on the issue.
“They did not discuss it with us
in or outside the parliament.”

"Bangladesh as whole has
been trap by India, not par-
tially by West Bengal,” he told
another questioner.

The BNP Secretary General
also apprehended that polluted

water might roll down into
Bm&gj&dea during the lean pe-
riod.

“This is our instant reaction
.. We have not gone through the
agreement. So we will express
our detailed reaction tomorrow
after studying the agreement.”
he said.

BNP leader Khndaker
Delwar Hossain, Sadeq Hossain
Khoka and Redwan Ahmed were
present,

Earlier, city BNP brou
a procession protesting the new
:Frf-.rmt:m. Jubo Dal leader

irza Abbas led the procession
from party's central office.

House guard
found dead

By Staff Correspondent

A guard at the house of an
airforce official in the city's
New DOHS residential area at

L out

Mohakhali was found dead
early yesterday. ‘
Police said. the famil

members of the official too
their guard Sanaullah, 35, to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) where doctors
declared him dead.

According to sources, Kamal,
the cook of the house informed
the family members at around
3:45 pm that Sanaullah was
IF;.“E on the floor of his room.

ey called a doctor who ad-
vised them to take Sanaullah to
the DMCH immediately.

Cantonment police filed an
unnatural death case. The body
was sent to the DMCH morgue
lorautopsy.

7 tishermen

feared drowned

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Dec 12: Seven
fishermen are feared drowned
after a fishing trawler sank in
the Bay of Bengal yesterday af-
ternoon.

Some fishermen on return to
Patharghata today said the
trawler sank as a huge crack
developed at the bottom of the
trawler. There were 9 fishermen
on board. Two of them were res-
cued by another [ishing
trawler.

Mongla Port
workers

continue strike

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Dec 12: The port
workers now on strike for an
indefinite period.

They would announce a
greater action programme if
their demands were not met
800N
Meanwhile, the situation al
the port worsening as the strik-
ing workers have started vio-
lent demonstrations with sup-
port from eighteen other trade
unions.

Col Faruk Rahman’s
detention declared

illegal
By SC Correspondent

The Hi Court yesterday
declared the detention of Col
(rtd) Faruk Rahman illegal and
without lawful authority.

The division bench of the HC

cnmprluinﬁ Justice Md
Mozammel Haque and Justice
Md Abdul Matin by their

Hud t on the writ petition
led by Mahmuda Rahman,
mother of Col (rtd) Faruk, made
the rule absolute, as specific
cases have already been started
against the detenu.

Barrister Qurban Ali moved

for Col [rtd) Faruk Rahman.

gr:dmmr one ol resolution
| killed, 5 hurt in

clash over
land in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Dec 12: One

person was killed and five oth-
in a clash over

' WerTe
the ssession of Jland at
Saralvata village under

Rangunia thana this morming.
Police said Md All was seri-

ously injured during the clash
with his rival groups. Al was
senit to the Chitt medical
O h tal e he suc
cu o s injunes
Four persons were arr

in connection with the inci-
dent.

SC goes on winter
vacation Sunday

By SC Correspondent

Both the divisions of the
Supreme Court of Bar
goes on winter vacation from
December 15

During the vacation only
Justice A M Mahmudur
Rahman would sit in a vacation
bench for disposal of urgent
matters an December 17-19 and
2212;: Il reope

court will r n on

January 2. 1997.

Mir Shawkat
sued

COX'S BAZAR. Dec 12: BNP
leader Lt Gen (retd) Mir Shaw-
kat Ali was sued here today for
his remarks on the politicians
who had crossed Lo India during
the liberation war of 1971
reports UNB.

A local Awami League leader
filed the case with a first class
magistrate s court. saymng Sh
awkat's statement that "Poli-
ticians went to Calcutta to
periorm hajj" had hurt the reli-
gious sentiment of the Muslim
community.

The holy hajj is one of the
five pillars of Islam, said Mah-
bubul Haque Mukul in his peti-
tion filed with the court ol
magistrate Mohammad Masum
Khan.

He quoted from a Dhaka
daily which ran a story on
Shawkat's remarks made at a
meeting in observance ol silver

ubilee of independence in
haka on Wednesday. The story
captioned "Zia and other sector
commanders. not the politi-
cians, led the liberation war.”

President attends
SC Bar luncheon

President Justice Shaha-
buddin Ahmed attended a lun
cheon hosted by the Supreme
Court Bar Association at the

Supreme Courl remines
yesterday s BS!

Former President Justice
Ahsanuddin Chowdhu Chief
Justice of Bangladesh ATM
Alzal. State Minister lor Law
Justice and Parllament Allairs
Abdul Matin Khasru, State
Minister for Public Works

- Alsar Uddin Ahmed. juc of

Lhe appellate division and High
Court Division of the Supreme
Courl Attorney GUeneral
Barrister KS Nabi, retired
] and members of the Bar
attended the luncheon

On arrival,  President
Shahabuddin Ahmed was re
ceived by President of the Bar
Barrister Shoukat Ali Khan,
secretary ol the Bar Nazrul
Islam Chowdhury and members
of the Bar Assoclation.

President Shahabuddin ex

changed pleasantries with
members of the Bar
Two murdered
From Page |

Salahuddin and one of his ac-
complices Mizanur Rahman
said.

The body has been sent 1o the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) morgue for aut
A case has been filed with Mot
jheel thana

In another incident. Monir
Hossain. 26. a chicken trader.
was strangled allegedly by his
wife in their house at Kazirbagh
in Dhalpur under Demra thana
vesterday morming. police said

Monir's mother Razia Beguin

m the FIR alleged that her son
wWas I'I'Illl‘dl.“'t‘l.‘(‘rb}’ his wife and

her relatives. police said.

Demra police arrested Mo-
nir's wile, Saleha Begum, and
sent the body to the DMCH
morgue for autopsy.

Jute godowns
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the area at about 6:00 pm.
Four groups of firefichters
from Sherpur. Muktagachha,

Sharishabari and the local unit
ut out the flame after three

ours.
Hundreds of le rushed to
the spot and helped the fire

brigade personnel in extin-
guishing the fire. Sixteen le
received burn injuries in the
incident.

Local administration de-

ployed police to guard the spot.

Agreement welcomed
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In a statement he also con-
gratulated Bangladesh govern-
ment for taking the initiative
for reaching the accord.

The JP leader, however,
urged the countries concerned
o ensure a permanent water-
sharing arrangement involvin

other member countries o
SAARC.

Jamaat-e-Islami

Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary
General Motiur Rahman Ni-
zami told The Daily Star last
night that his was not in a
position to give any instant re-
action to the water accord.

“We will study the text of the
treaty first and also read the re-
ports in newspapers. Only then,
you will get our reaction”, he
said.

Workers Party

Wnrkg:_'l Party termed Ll;l.:
signi water treaty a
numnfl of the democratic an
non-communal forces both in
India and Bangladesh.

The Politbureau of Workers
Party, in a statement, said that
the then Awami League gov-
ernment had done a ‘historic
mistake' by agreeing to India's
commissioning of the Farakka
Barrage on April 18, 1975,
without any treaty and with the
treaty signed now that 'mistake’
is corrected.

The party called for placin
the treaty in the Jatiya Sangsa
and taking up plans for proper
utilisation of water.

Communist Party
Welcomin th:f lr:ag]ljr.
Communist lrtlyr of Bangla-

desh (CPB) t it a right step
in t direction.

C President Shahidullah -

Chowdhury and General
Secretary Mu;nhldul Islam
Selim expre the hope that

two neighbouring countries
would now resolve all other
problems between them in the
spirit of friendship as in the

case of water-sharing.
National Awami party

National Awami Party
(NAP) congratulated the gov-
ernment of India and the
Bangladesh for reaching a long-
term water sharing treaty. In
this connection, it also con-

tulated the government of

Indian state of West .

In a joint statement, NAP
;Iﬂwm Prof Mozaffar Ahmed

General Secretary Advocate
Md Nurul Alam said the treaty
is a victory of democratic and
non-communal forces in the
sub-continent and expressed
the hope that other problems
between the two countries
would also be solved.

JAGPA

Jativa Ganotantrik part
WAULFA) President Shafiu
Alam Pradhan in a speech at a
gathering in the city yesterday
said that Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina had signed a '30-
year bondage of slavery’

Bangabandhu
Prakoushali Parishad

Office bearers of Banga-
bandhu Prakoushali Parishad,
a forum of engineers, in a joint
statement yesterday congra-
tulated Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina for signing a 'successful’
walter treaty

The other organisations
which welcomed the treaty in-
cluded Garments Sramik
Kendra Nari Mukti Andolon,
Bangladesh Juba Unnayan
Parishad, Dakhin Bangla Juba
Kallyan Samity, ofazzal
Hossain Manik Mia Parishad
and Mehendiganj Unnayan
Parishad.

1. Reveals

a smoother. clearer compilexion

2. Combats

the signs of premature agewng
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the signing ceremony
On Indian side, External Af

fairs Minister | K Gujral Water

Resources Minister Janeswar
Misra and West Bengal Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu were pre

sent.

Both the houses of Indian
parliament welcomed the treaty
and when the signing
was

Deve Gowda informed the
Lok Shabha while | K Gujral
disclosed it before the members
of the Lok Sabha.

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina also paid a cour-
tesy call on Chief Minister of
the Indian state of West Bengal
Jyoti Basu at the local Banga
Bhaban after the treaty was
signed.

Talking to The Daily Star at
the Vigyan Bhaban. Indian
External Affairs Secretary
Salman Haider said that a six
member joint committee. three
from each country. would be
formed and i would meet
shortly.

Asked If the provision for

review would at any time jeop
ardise the agreed of water
charted out in the (reaty,

Salman said that there was no
scope to change the minimum
stipulated flow incorporated in
the treaty

to ancther ques
tion from this correspondent if
the Now of Ganges waler could
decrease in the coming years
due to new barrages in the
reaches, he replied. "at this
moment there Is no new pro
posal for fresh human en
croachment.”

The awwcord came lollowing
nearly live months ol intensive
negolialions, parleys and con
sultations that kept political
leaders. diplomats reaucrats
and water conderring in
New Delhi. Dhaka and Calcutta

Later in the aNlernoon
Sheikh Hasina and Deve Gowda
addressed a joinl press confer
ence al the 1g¥au Bhaban and
expressed the hope Lhat a new
chapter of Indo-Bangla cooper
ation would now begin.

The leaders also expressed
their determination that the
acrimony of the past would be
overcome and efforts would
now be directed towards ex-
panding bilateral ties between
the two countries.

_The Awami League govern-

ment headed Hasina from its
first week in expressed its
desire to a satisfactory
water ﬂunrﬁkm before
the onset of coming dry sea-
son beginning on January |

The 13 United Front
coalition t of Deve

Gowda that came to power
months ago also
equally and boldly for settling
this issue with its lower ripar-
ian neighbour

The Ga water sharing
treaty which ended a long-
standing dispute between
Bangladesh and India is seen
here by political analvsts as the
beginning of a new chapter of
promoting friendship. goodwill
and cooperation between the
two neighbours

The formula for sharing of
the Ganges water has been
worked out for 10-day grnah
from January | to May 31 after
taking into account the average
of total flow over a 40-year pe-
riod from 1949

The agreemnent is based on a
three-point formula worked out
by the two couniries under
which Bangladesh will either
gt a mindmum 35 000 cusecs of
waler or 5l) cerd ol the water
if s urllmllﬂr is 70.000
cusecs or leas. In the event of
low of Farakka falling below
50.000 cusecs in any ten-day
period. the two governmenits
will enter into immediate con-
sultations to make adjustments
on an emergency basis in ac
cordance with the ples of
equity . lair play and no harm lo
either party

The treaty envisaged lorma
tion ol a committee consisting
ol representatives nominated
by the two governmentis in
eqpual number

The joint committee will set
up suitable teams al Farakka

and Hardinge to observe
and record al m the daily

lows below Farakka Barrage in
the leeder canal and at the nav
igatton lock, as well as at the
Hardinge Bridge

The sharing arrangement
under this treaty 'will be re-
viewed by the two governments
al five years interval or earlier,
as required by either y and
needed adjustments, based on
principles of equity, fairness,
and no harm lo either party

_made thereto, il necessary.

Under the treaty. either
party can seek the first review

is done n

lan-
guages and in the event of any
conflict between the texts. the

English text shall prevail.

Bangla Hindi and

Sheikh Hasina. reading out
from a prepared text. said "This
is a moment of high emotion.
The of the treaty is an
event that will change the
course of relations in the years
to come.

It will open a new era of co-
operation’ between the two

counines. she saad.

the treaty would con te to
the establishment of a lasting

peace and prosperity in the
South Asian .

“We should behind the
chapter of and mis-
trust which certain forces nur-

tured for narrow political
gains.  she said

She appreciated the contri-
bution West Chief
Minister to resolving the water
sharing and thanked
the Indian External Aflairs

Minister for his efforts for fur-
thering the cause of the tweo
COUnNireEs.

Referring to the Indian pre
mier. Hasina said. "It is you
who have taken the boid .
sion and showed the vision to
tackle the problem.”

BSS adds Deve Gowda. in
his address described the trea
as a tribute to the .
ity of Indo-Bangladesh rela-
tions and said India was confi-
dent that following the solution
of the Ganges water sharing
problem other bilateral issues
that have been under discus-
sions will also be resolved Lo
the mutual satisfaction in the
near future.

Hasina said the guarantee
clause in the trealy was an ac-
knowledgment of the lunda-
mental right ol the lower ripar-

ian to a fair share of the waters -
of an miternational river. i

Replying to a question
whether she had any discussion
on the Indo-Bangladesh
Friendship Treaty with the In-
dian government the Prime
Minister r in the negative.

She said many points ol that
Friendship Treaty were covered
in the

Hasina's return
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a tight secunty.

She waved at the cheering
crowd with a smile, that re-
flected the crowning glory she
achieved with the historic ac-
cord.

Photo-journalists had the
toughest time, ing to main-
tain pace with her advancing
motorcade, to record the
Premier waving at the crowd.

Foreign inister Abdus
Samad Azad and Water
Resources Minister Abdur

Razzak were literally lifted off
their feet -by jubilant young
Awami League suEmrters_

They then walked up to the
Airport Road with the crowd.

People .from different parts
of the city carrying banners
welcomed the Premier. chant-
ing slogans.

A huge traffic jam was cre-
ated on the Airport Road while
the crowd gathered.

After . the airport cere-
monies, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina went to the Banga-
bandhu Museum at Dhanmondi
to place wreaths at the mural of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. ' -

Highlights
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both the governments.
Following submission of the
:ﬁom e two governments

meet at a ate levels
to decide upon further ac-
tions as mnl',]r be needed.

* The sharing arr t
under this treaty s be re-
viewed by the two governments
at five s' interval or earlier,
as required by either party.

* It would be open to either
party to seek the first review
after two years to assess the im-
pact and working of the sharing

arrangement as contained in
this treaty.

Indian parliament
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ing after the review stage, he
said, Bangladesh would con-
tinue to receive 90 per cent of its
share in accordance with the
new formula.

In the Upper House. Rajya
Sabha, External Affairs Minis-
ter 1 K Gujral apprised the
members of the details of the
treaty. Leader of the O sition
Atal Bihari Vajpayee described
Prime Minister Deve Gowda's
statement as v important”
and said he would react only
after going through the treaty.
He expressed the hope that the
treaty would protect the inter-
ests of the ple of both India
and Bangladesh.

"Any step that imcf:rnv:s re-
lations with Bangladesh must
be welcomed.” Atal Behari
Vajpayee. leader of the opposi-
tion Hindu nationalist Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP). said
of the 30-year-accord in
Parliament,

“It (the treaty) will create a
milestone in the history of our
bilateral relations.” Priya
Ranjan Das Munshi of the
Congress party told Parlia-
ment. But he added that the
government must take steps to
safeguard the interests of the
nation,

Das Munshi is a lawmaker
from West Bengal, the eastern
Indian state whose Calcutta
port needs Ganges water,

"This is an accord we should
heartily welcome.” said So-
ninath Chatterjee, leader of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist), which heads the West
Bengal state government. CPI-
M was a key party involved in
negotiating the treaty.

CPI-M leader in the Lok
Sabha. Somnath Chatterjee
hailed the treaty and congratu-
lated the two prime ministers.

Sheikh Hasina and Deve
Gowda

Welcoming the treaty. Con-
gress member Priya Ranjan Das
Munshi ho that it would
ensure availability of sufficient
water for the Calcutta port and
flow of water from u :

Forward Bloc member
Chitta Basu and Muslim
member G M Banatwala also
hailed the treaty.

Prime Minister Deve Gowda
said this treaty comes on the
eve of the 25th anniversary of
the liberation of Bangladesh
which was a momentous land-
mark in the history of this con-
tinent.

He said this was the first
visit of Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to
India since she assumed office

in June last. The visit came as

the culmination of a series of

exchanges initiated shortly af-

ter the new government in
adesh took office.

Deve Gowda appreciated the
"very constructive role” played
by Q':st Bengal Chief Minister
Jvoti Basu in about an
improved atmosphere which
facilitated the signing of the
treaty.

Deve Gowda said the signing
of the treaty was a fitting trib-
ute to the special quality of re-
lations. He said “With the re-
moval of what has been a con-
stant irritant in the bilateral
ties. we can look forward to an
entirely new phase ol coopera-
tion."

He said the Indian govern-
ment had taken initiatives to

omote economic c ation
Eﬂr'th Bangladesh. amddl:d
that India had proposed to ex-
tend commercial credits of ru-

100 crore to enhance trade
relations between the (wo
countries.
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