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School Forges Good
Citizenship out of Tragedy

by Martin Revis

HEN thugs
{airground

& Marlon Thnﬁ::.
leaving him n
damaged and ted

feelings among his school-
fellows at the Fairfax grammar
school, Bristol, were, in the
words of the Depuly
Headmaster Marius Frank

| The c MFrink ex-
planed was to c the out

Since the crime. the school.
which has equal numbers of
B e e e

: par-
ents in its social education pro-
Elm and Marion s parents

ve established an achieve-
ment award in their som's
name.

Fairfax, the winners in the

youth calegory. was one of four
organisations and individuals

wl Em for pounds
t
-‘ﬂmgbﬁ ﬂulmlhiugp:‘hnrd'l

ceremony in Birmingham on

Thursday. 28 December
Sponsored by the Trusiee

Savings Bank_ the awards have
been jointly created by the
mnm&zﬁnrrmﬂaqulhty.

the watchdog body which meoni
tors the effectiveness ol

Britain's lﬂtldllﬂﬂﬂlil‘lli.’lnk:'
legislation. and the institute
studies
in the adult category the

chose Eunice Mc
mﬂ!- an Alfro-C n

catering supervisor in the
Birmingham Probation Ser

vice for organising a group of
women who ook action to re
build community links In
handsworth in the wake of the
1985 riots. The result was
shades of black. a sell-help
family project which provides
entertainment and involve-
ment for mth:!nﬂt community.
including t you unem-
ployed and the udmﬂ elderty

The award for an organisa-

tion went to the punch and Judy
Family Centre in Earis Court,
London. which offers facilities
and information for local resi-

dents on low incoines, refugees
and homeless families with
children

Guyana born Herman Ouse-
Cre chairman who pre
senited the awards chosen from
200 nominations across the
. said the occasion pro-
vided an unity te ac-
knowledge the

things
about living in a diverse society

and to celebrate individual and

oups aiming at good citizen
ﬂup. (LPS)

"Alm"

by Nabilah Islam Khan

ﬁuy sat next to me — | har-
ly knew him. And at

that time | was just
getting ted, as [ was new
in the e. After the latest
gossip and concert news, what

inevitably came up was tics
in the course o our
conversation. And as he

bragged about one particular
inc t I listened with sheer
disbelief and awe; he recounted
the whole story, the gist of
which was that he was given
some "merchandise” (the word
he used) which he was to deliver
to a Mr Akbar one evening, at
the Dhanmondi lake area. After
much Inquisitive queries, |
learnt the merchandise was
several automatic Chinese
pistols and handguns including
two 45's; but unfortunately
when he and a friend reached
the meeting place, they found
someone had tipped off the
police and both the teenagers
were arrested. But the guy
talking to me managed to make
a few phone calls and soon he
wal out of jail — a freeman.

Today student politics have
taken root in every other edu-
cational institutions like a ma-
lign tumour. It's consequences
are already becoming evident
through the perpetual internal
disturbances in various
schools, colleges and universi-
ties. I, mysell, feel that today.
every intention behind insti-
gating and fueling student poli-
tics opaque and malicious. And
the student community is con-
stantly being exploited for par-
tisan motives. But actually stu-
dents were only supposed to be
cnfagcd in their studies — not
politics.

About a year ago | was re-
turning from my aunt's place
and suddenly the traffic came to
a standstill. As I peered at the
centre of the disturbance | saw a
group of young bovs had smll?ed
a microbus and they had
dragged the driver down and
was subjecting him to a lot of
bashing. The windshield and
other biagile parts of the vehi-
cle had been severely damaged.
suddenly | was stunned to see a
friend (... er.... let's just say a
classmate) of mine among the
rowdy bunch. He too. was en-
thusiastically taking part in
the activities. All | did was wait
in the car and let out sighs
What more could | de?

Today the Dhaka University,
which was the city's pride once

by Adnan R Amin

Studenfs are meanf fo be sfudying. If is okay Thaf
they should engage in politics — but only when the

expedient fime arrives. F or now it is our

a one-frack-minded bﬁonon
That way we'll be a to accomplish much more

duty to be
and finish our studies.

for the country, instead of dying for petty causes, in

the streets.

MATS THE SPIRIT. BOY)
WHEN | WAS YOUNG | USEP
T0 BE FRUSTRATED Too-

upon a time, has become a
virtual battlefield. During the

last five years, how many young

lives has perished? fifty? a

hundred? perhaps. But what did
we get out of it. What did they get
oul ol it. These remain the

biggest questions. lor us today
Any who is aware of the
current affairs will certainly
know what goes on in the name
of occupying and vacating the
halls. As my visits to the uni-
versity campus are pretty fre-
quent. 1 have come to see
unimaginable violence in there
| have seen students with shot-

guns-firings shots at rivals ['ve
seer run past me carmy-
ing pistols.

at I've seen does not
frighten me Buf instéad | am
positively saddened about the

situation in the O campus. Re-
cently another news appeared
along with photos in the news-
papers. [t was about a at-
tack on the students and resi-
dents of Eden college. The pic-

ture showed two grown-up-
women pulling at each other's
hair! That was probably the
lowest form (in regards of civi-
lized conduct and’ y) that
political activities could possi-
bly condescend to

The query that arises in-
evitably is that where do these
youngsters get their incentive
from? Simple answer — the po-
litical parties!

[ ve seen how people
vaolved, During the election
r:ltnpa&nps each individual was
patd a handsome amount for
joitung a michchil or sitting in

get in-

The Destructive Force

a temporary "publicity hut” that
mushroom alﬂ-lv:r thye city dur-
ing the election season. [ have
heard (from t.h?erwn himself)
that he was paid taka hundred
each day for his active partici-
pation in the campaign work —
which is almost enough for a
teenager. Rates differed from
person to person. Street urchins
or Tokais were paid only 20
taka day and common peo-
e 60/70 : so evidently the
wusiness had been deliberately
imade most lucrative to the stu-
dents. After this, can we not
hold the political parties re-
sponsible for all their wrongdo-

ing?

Recently — | went to Dhaka
Coll where — | have quite a
lew iriends. The purpose was to
SC€ an open air concert orga-
nized by Chhatra Dal. | had
missed the previous one which
was organized by Chhatra

e. As soon as [ — along
with my f[riends. reached the
spot | saw windshields. bricks
and frantic people running all
over the place. from what [
heard. | could gather this much
that the concert stage and site
Was ram and the accumu-
lated enthusiastic students dis-
pensed. by the arch rivals of the
organizers. So we just simply
gol the hell out of there! '

F‘n:;)ly:ars We ve seen inci-
dents t young lives come
o untimely ends as conse-
quences of party rivalry. We've
scen people being called out of
their houses and being made
subjects to gruesome murder —
ust as we witnessed innocent

tanders get hit by stray bul-
lets. At this. | simply cannot
help t our coun-
iry is coming to. What will the
eventual consequences be? [t is
really a frightful thought.

: gtudenlla are meant to be
studying. It is okay that they
shnucl engaﬁle in poi;ur:: — but
only when the expedient time
arrives. Fpor now it is our duty
to be a one-track-minded per-
son and finish our studies. Eal
way we [l be able to accomplish
much more for the country. in-
stead of dying for petty causes.
in the streets. [t's high time that
all of us opened our eyes. It's
time to put a permanent stop to
the eternal exploitation that.
today, threatens the whole stu-

ty so let us join
unity. for the better-
ment and of our coun-

try.

S]:)ec: ial Ol Ympinnf'; Vs
Not-SO'SPeciaL Oﬂeq

by Ishrak Ahmed Siddiky

HERE are many people
on this earth }:vhn are
handlcr;%pcd. But
despite their drawback, they are
giving their last bit of strength
to do what normal human
beings are capable of As
technology is moulding our
every day lives, everything is
possible. Yes | am talking about
the special olympics that was
held November last at the
Chinese business capital
Shanghai.
Our olympians did a mar-
vellous job and snatched away 6
olds, 2 silver and 6 bronze.
ey have made Bangladesh
d! We were just mesmerized
y their performance. Wow!

what a achievement. These
atheletes are handicapped but
the effort and skill they

showed. is a glorious example ol
what you can do if you have the
spirit. The main thing is that
t ?' have had a positive atti-
tude and patriotism., which
h:l‘)u.l them to go so far.

t has been three months
since 'Atlanta Olympics fin-
ished. But for once did anyone
ask — why this ludicrous per-
formance _E?r our team in the
olympics. We Banlgadeshis are
famous for big talk, and we
blabber so much for nothing
that we forget to carry out what
we are supposed to do. Athletes
from, USA. Russia, (hey forget
about them) athletes from even
Nigeria, Burundi. Ethopia won
m s, and gave their best to
reach the winning lines. but we
tend to run towards the exit of
the stadium for it has been our
national habit for a long time.

We are participating in the
olympics since 1984, without
any success. Our athletes don't
even have the minimum stan-
dard to compete in such inter-
national meet. We have not
even reached the Asian stan-
dard. Today sports does not
only give fame, but it has also
been one of the most lucrative
business ground the world

We have no ambition. Four

athletes took part in Atlanta
ﬁameu. All of them as usual

. except Kinki, who did a
little better. st of the worst).
But he could have done much
better than that. Well our Bimal
Chandra Tarafdar the fastest
man and Mizanur Rahman the
number one swimmer, vanished
from the games ﬂllage. Many
might say that they didn't get
enough of practise, well they
shouldn't make such pathetic
excuses! Because héfﬂw to
USA all of them recej inten-
sive training. and one Rinki
was even sent to Germany prior
to the Olympics.

Sixteen years have passed
(1984-96) without any uumcE
in the international arena, may
be its not enough of time for
them, may be they will win
medals, when 1 will be in grave.

Well back to our Special
Olympians, they have reall
showed what they are capable
of. Shamsuzzaman oma
bagged gold in 2o00m running,
Shariful Hassan won in 100
and 200m, Sharmin Ashraf and
Shahed Mahmud also got gold
in long jump. While Saheli
Akhtar made us proud by win-
ning silver. and Sanjida
Akhtar won for us the bronze,

We must take proper care of
these bright athletes. we must
nourish their talents. We must
forget that they gave us the
glory which we waited for. We
must provide them with better
facilities. Let us give them our
blessings, to do well in future.

Albeit there is an irony you
know — again our olympic team
will participate in Sydney 2000
olympics. and if you want | can
make a prophecy; here it goes —
six of them will participate,
three will vanish, and the other
three will come back with their
heads down, and when t do
come back. the proud BOA
president would say ‘It doesn't
matter whether you win any
medal or not in the olympics,
what it matters is the partici-
pation.

" ROBOTS

We Want Two-Le

Robot is defined as 'a ma
chine made to act like »

man, machine like person

This says nothing about the
extramely complicated ma
chinery required Lo make one of
those machines My reader need
not know about physica. biology
and chemistry thoroughly to
understand this articie an |
intend to make a superficial
study ol Robots and their rela
Uon with human socirty

Other than dwelling slightly
on the point that scientists
think it's Impossible (ha!
Robots will walk on two legs lor
quite a number of years Lhis ar
ticle Is mainly about artficial
intelligence and how It may
help us

Artuficial intelligence which
will equal man's is sull a long
way from being fulfilled In ma-
chines. The machinery reqguired
is expensive and still quite
cumbersome. The intelligence
of most Robots today is still at a

very lp.lmuvf s The main
prub em with the artificial

wdlfu avallable woday Is a
lack of adaptability

This means that robots and
computers of today cannot
function beyond what has been
put into them. i e programmed
mto them They do not have the
capablility of sell-innovation

cannotl create new things
of own. They can derive
one thing from another but they
cannot make a totally new
thing. This arises from the fact
that the circuits in a computer
cannot. ol their own. make new
connections This will be better
understood If we make a ele
mentary study of the human
brain. All animal brains con
tain neuronec which may be
considered as the bullding
blocks of which the brain is
made These blocks are hliving.
i.e. they grow and reproduce
Hence as a person grows lo a
certain age his neurons grow in
number and size and make
more and more connections
with each other

Electric impulses travel

the neurons The journeyv
of the imputes starts from the
sense organs and into the train
where they activate certain ar-
eas of the brain These areas
also contain neurons which
send impulses to the organ con-
cerned which should react to
what the person has seen. feit
tasted smelled or heard.

The human brain differs
from those of other animals as
if is much larger and how far
more connectic 's. When a per-
sorn learns something new and
more connections are estab-
lished Let us take the e
of a ittle child who is about to
eat chocolate for the first time

I N the Oxlord dictionary. a

by M Ahsanur Rahim

First he hesitates because he
has not seen or tasted this thing
bedore. He reaches oul and then
puts it In his month, as all little
children do with everything.
and then when he finds that he
likes it, his brain uire a pro-
gramme by which he
sees the same thing ie the
chocolatle again. he should try
and at it
Is acquisition of a pro
amme s done neurons
his brain interconnect and
thus when imputes from his cye
arrive at his brain. the brain
sends imputes to his hands and
month so as to reach out and
demand that piece of chocolate
The memory components in
A ter or the thinking sec
ton of a robot s made of I
and metal and hence cannot
grow new connections. How
ever, if we can replace these in
organic metal and plastic comn
ponents with growing organic
material such as strands of
DWA we may be able to build
better and more advanced types
of memeory units. The other ad
vant of using such units is
that vy are smaller than the
present type. This is because the
memory storage depends on

cha.rﬁ in the molecular layout
in D strands in the case of

memory units wusing UNA
strands. but. in the case of pre
sent day electronics «uemory is
stored in tiny silicon chips
But before DNA can be used in
eclectronic equipment we mus!
find a way as to how we can
manipulate the strands of DNA
Normally. DNA exists in the
nucieus of the cells of our bodies
and are used in a manner that
(probably to the relief of some)
need not be described here. All |
need to say is that the extremely
COMgnca OTZanic processes {hat

take

place In the nucleus of a
cell must be simulated in the

circuits to which the DNA
strands are attached

Moreover, we must find a
method by which we can actu-
ally read the DNA strands in
Lhe same way that present day
computer discs one read in the
CPU ol a computer

Another problem with In
serting artificial intelligence
into a machine is the necessity
of extremely complex pro-

. s sort of thing is
gynnd the gpmprehension of

any ordinary person. Basic
compultler programrming Is quite

complicated for us to pass that
and go on 1o programme artifi-
cial intelligence into a ma-
chine
Anyway, concerning robot
intelligence. there is one ques-
tion that is debated by scien-
Lists. moralists, experts in
ethics (whatever ethics they
may bel and almost all con-
cerned even before it has be-
come fully possible. The Pu-ua
tion — should a chunk of ma-
chinery perhaps not even
faintly resembling humans, be
allowed to have human emo-
tions of love, fear, hate and
envy? |t is someth on which
hundreds of books jon ‘and
non-fiction have been written
Belore making any judgment
prematurely, we must first un-
derstand that unless and until
the behaviour |.e responses of
lrtlﬂclnll-:y intelligent forms
are. carefully st d with re-
gard to va s stimulus, we
cannot predict whether this
t of artificial intelligence
is good or bad for human
society
Even if we find that it is bad,
perhaps a few adjustments may
connect the whole mechanism

GGed Anoro1os

Omne in;portanl thing to do while
we perform such experiments is
to have a clearly unprejudiced
mind so that personal opinions
do not cloud our judgement

Scientists are of the opinion
that two b?:l robots are still a
long way ofl, if not impossible.
The moments of the centre of
gravity of a robot and of the re-
action to the robot's weight
[rom what the two-legged t
is standing on makes it a
unstable and precarious state
inertia in which the robot is
likely to topple over at the
slightest disturbance

Four or six legs offer more
stability and hence the robol
ltlgn-.lpnghl as it is supposed
to. human body stays up-
right by careful coordination of
muscles and bones by the sen-
SOy tem. If we can make as
com a4 sensory system in
robots, we might see lz&mtd
androids in our streets.

But how can all the money
spent in research into robots
help us fear that if
robots are bullt t might re-
place humans in our [actories
SO many le may become
m. t we must un-

that in this hostile

and dangerous universe there
are many things that humans
cannot do If we want. to send a
expiorer team o Salurn, for ex
ampie nstead ol sending un-
prepared humans to a place
about which we know very lit-

the. we can send a team of robots

to survey and explore the
first and then make things
suitable for humans to travel
there With the mineral re
sources of our mother net be-
ing used up. we wou
consider researching into in-
t anetary exploration so as
to find new sources for old min-
erals and new minerals also
sea exploration is dan-
gerous for the individual hu-
man diver. Well built

waler pressure down at the sea
bed can be used After a nuclear
disaster. robots can be send to

things instead of risk-
ing the lives of humans. In a
similar manner. robots can be
send to other disaster rones to

heqnnremunndtleulz'nﬁ-‘

erations. These are just

the numerous s that out
weigh the cost, and ju the
talent spent on research into
robols.

If we are successiul. we may
be able to use living chunks of
machinery to make human life
more advanced and comfort.
able than now Thus, we
now start practicing how

to
greet our present day electronic

and other forms of
in the foresight that SO0

will be able 10 greet us back!

robots
which can withstand the huge

Virtual Pop Star
Digital Girl Is Latest
T'een-age Fantasy
by Mari Yamaguchi

APAN'S newest pop star never ets sick, never bickers
over money, never gains weight, never snubs her fans.

She can't.
isnt to

DK-96 um: compu ter generated
Japan hnlnlnn:lineqf"n kashu” or

next-door types who, regardiess of talent, have

singers
i

ages that pop music promoters have

Now, promoters have crqfted a whole

fans

, cashing in on the
computers.
are. One boy even sent her a

: "You look so cute on your Internet home page.”

-96 is the brainchild of Hori Production, one

_l.nlnll L i Hnnt-

lilke her, in

i teen-age girls

But she's a mere human.

DK-96, created only a few months has started to at-
tract a large slice of the maile market, with her sexiness
and her constant on-line

Radio stations play her debut dance tune, "Love "

a women with the
The single CD the
MTV-like of DK d




