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11 women freedom fighters were awarded crests at a reunion of freedom fighters of Sector
Number-2 at the Fine Arts Institute of Dhaka University yesterday.
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Imam, Salauddin Badal,
Sheikh Abdul Kader and Osman
Muktijoddher Chetana
Monch a discussion

the Doel Chhatar in

front of the Curzon Hall of
Dhaka Unlmg

The Dhaka University au-

thorities hiave drawn up a three

day amme in celebration
of silver jubilee of the
Victory Day. The programme

was announced by the Vice
Chancellor at a press confer-
ence held at the Senate room of
the university.
The p mmes includes
mm, discussion
; improved diet
:;'l‘r; special prayers for the mar-

On 14 December. the VC will

— Star photo

ace a wreath at the martyrs
ntellectual graveyard at
Mirpur. He will also place
wreaths at the Jatiya Smriti
Soudha at Savar on behalfl of
the teachers, students, officials

and :
The B radio will broad-
cast A documentar on

"Liberation War 1971: of
India® on December 16 at 7:30
This amme will be re-

Fmdmmnm morning at
:30 am.

Dhaka for consensus on
issues in WTO declaration

Bangladesh yesterday called
for consensus on issues to be in-
corporated in the declaration of
the first ministerial conference
of World Trade Organisation
(WTO) im Singapore. reports
UNB,

As the trade ministers of 127
member countries continued
their efforts to finalise the dec-
laration. Commerce Minister
Tofael Ahmed said a consensus
is needed so that pew copdi-
tions do not cripple the
economies of the least devel-
oped countries (LDCs).

"Understanding and cooper-
ation are also necessary to
maintain the markets for prod-
ucts of developed and develop-
ing nations in the poor coun-
tries by increasing buying ca-
pacity.* he said, according to a
message received in the city.

Ex-minister Fazlur
Rahman sued

By Staff Correspondent

The Bureau of Anti-
Co filed a case yester-
day the former state
minister of the BNP govern-
ment, Fazlur Rahman on
charges of misappropriation of
mMoney.

An inspector of the bureau
filed the case with Ramna
thana, police said.

The coemplainant said,
Fazlur Rahman, while a state
minister of the Ministry of
Social Welfare and Women
Affairs, ated Tk 1.1
crore by abusing his efficial

powers.

Al concern
From Page 1

(retd) A Rashid Khandaker, gn
aboconch'l% accused in the Au-
gust 15, 1975 case, was
arrested by police under the
Arms Act. She was placed on

lice remand for interrogation
n connection with the case.

In this Abbas men-
th#tt:Mw'dﬂ«
turbed” by reports that Mehnaz
Rashid, ter of Zobaida
Rashid was 'at risk of detention’
on the tion that she had
taped her meother's conversa-
tion with her during a visit to
the jail. "If arrested, the Al
would consider her a 'prisoner
of conscience’." said the Al rep-
resentative.

About the alleged abduction
of Kalpana Chakma from her

vil :hnnumﬂ.nnﬂﬁuuun-
der ng Tracts

on June 12, 1996, the Al repre-
sentative observed that the

committee formed by the gow-

ernment to her di

pearance has
deadline. "Delays of this n
are not in the interest of jus-
tice,” the Al representative
added.

He also essed concern

over tical killings and
urged al.l t to ensure
ustice wi t delay. Abbas re-

erred to the killing of Alaud-
din, an Awami League leader on
June 19. Despite confessional
statements of a key suspect in

this case, thorough investiga-
tion in this r is yet to be
made, the representative
added.

o

recently
incorporated in the
lum inlo an intemational po
litical issue, he feared.

The minister stressed that
there are international organi
sations to deal with the new
subjects that have been arising
[{ these subjects are
. it may

On the third day of the five

day meeting, the trade minis
ters held t

agricultural
procurement,

vestment and competition. and
labour standard.

on open trade of
products, public
policy for in-

These four issues are

the 20 issues to be

in the WTO declaration.
issues were adopted
cial level

According

the difference of opinion be-
tween the countries narrowed
down after three days of bilat-

eral. group and general discus-

“™JMB project

in the offi-
in Geneva.

to the message.

From Page |

The projects include Baren-
dra Irrigation Area Dﬂlilup-
ment Training cost
Tk 135 crore). tion of
Deep Tubewells in Barendra
area (Tk 135.79 crore), and IDB-
aided Primary School-cum-
Shelters Construction Project
(Tk 54.38 crore, including Tk
43.93 crore as project aid).

ECNEC has also Tk
15.48 crore, including 10.48
crore as project aid, for estab-
lishment of Instrumental
Landing System (ILS) and
Automa Swi
System (AMSS) at the Zia
International ort, and
Water Supply and Sanitation in
Pourashava. Thana and Growth
Centre Project (Noakhali, Feni,
Laxmipur, Patuakhali and

Barguna districts).

From Page 1
and David Anthony Chalmer
Chalker, a British citizen, upon

secret information were ar-
rested with 3000 tolas of gold

from the Zia
Ershad was

mm the FIR nor

charge-sheeted, but by a sup-
mm E the e
an abettor. o

Earlier on November 30,

Ershad's bail tion was re-
‘I;t:ted by the al Tribunal,

Unicef

Fram Page |

a win for the cl'li.ldr:r;dln the
garment sector.” he added.

nununﬁ_'tehe report launched
all over the world yesterday
marking the 50th anniversary
of the Unicef, Carriere men-
tioned five key initiatives of a
comprehensive strategy against
hazardous child labour.

These are; Promoting and
enhancing education, buildi
on national and internation
legislation and improving en-
forcement, em

r families and providing
hem with economic alterna-
tives to child labour (like group
credit scheme of Grameen
Bank), mobilising society and

. ter corporating responsi-

ty.
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Shibir-Madrassah
students clash
in Sylhet: 30 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Dec 11 At Jeast 30
ple were injured in clashes
tween madrassah students
and Shhibir activists here this
afternoon. Twenty of the in-
jured were admitted to the
Sylhet MAG Osman Medical
College Hospital
The incident took place as a
sequel to Sunday's incidents of
setting the dais and pandel of

an Islamic conference on fire,
sources said.

Four persons, including
three Shibir activists were ar-
rested.

Palice lobbed tear gas shells

the rival ;

Some students of the
Government Alia Madrassah
that a p of Islami
Chhatra Shibir su at-
tacked the students of the
madrassah. The ICS activists
stabbed and assaulted the stu-
dents during the attack, they al-

Several thousand students
and teachers of different
madrassahs held a in

protest against the attack and

announced a week-| pro-
amme inst Shibir and
amaat-e-Islami.
Armed police and Bangla-
desh Rifles have been deployed
in the town.

Bullet injured Ctg

BCL activist dies
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 11: An
activist of h Chhatra
League who received bullet

to

Semanding

killers.

NEW DELHI, Dec 11: The of-
ﬂcul“:lh and issues Etﬂur-
i Ganges water ween
I::sa and got wide
coverage in todays Indian
newspapers, reports BSS.

The Hindustan Times, an
influential ,in a to-
5 -term Indo-

walers
the cards today on the eve of
Prime Minister H D Deve Gow-
da's talks with his Bangladesh

bilateral
of the
of
the

Minister

tial of increasing
alienation. The
treaty will be the
the activities during

Bangladgsh Prime

satisfaction of the two sides.”
The Times of India in a story
sald India and Bangladesh may
Ior:-lt:rm agree-
ment for the sha ngoulﬂnw
waters during the 150-day Jan-

HC orders release

of Banisal
JCD leader

The Hl[{;l
declared the detention ol a
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
leader illegal and ordered his
immediate release, reporls
UNB.

S M Khalid Mahmud
Shakeel. president of the Sher-
e-Bangla Medical College
Bar unit of JCD was de-
tained under the Special Powers
Act 1974

Court yesterday

A bench of the High Court
Division of the Supreme Courn
COoImn Justice Ruhul Ammin
and Justice Mohammad Asa-
duzzaman declared the de-
tention illegal and unlawful.

‘s I |
Hnﬂammnd Harmuj Al

Miah. father of the detenu, ﬂﬁ

a habeas corpus c

detention on November 18
Golam Mohammad Chow-

dh ared for the

Alal
. te Ferdous
Wahida assisted him.

uary May lean season. Expecta-
tions so far had been for a
short-term pact. While express-
ing optimism. sources on both

were tight-lipped about de-
tails of the agreement which is
on the top of the agenda and on
which nds the success of
the historic visit.

Popular daily, The Asian
Age. in a front-page story said
that “according to draft agree-
ment scheduled to be signed
between Lhe two countries on
Thursday. adesh will
around Y:]ﬁw cusec of m
Ganges water and the rest will
be left for India (the
will be decided by the water

erated). During 80

cent of the flow will be left |

The Pioneer said, "Sheikh

Hasina arrived in Delhi on a

three- visit which will be
. of

water -sharing
Ganges river between the
two countries”.

“External Affairs Ministry
officials were burning the
midnight oil working on the

modalities of the agreement.” it
said.

lﬂ I

The National Herald report- |

ing the adesh Prime Min
ister s
during her visit. India and

dispute irri-
tant in the relations ween
the two countries. the daily

naid

Court records

statements of

Ctg madrassah
students

to India. sasd that |
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From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 11 A
court recorded the statements of
25 students of a madrassah here
today and later handed over |9
ol them Lo their guardians, po
lice and court sources sakd

The remaining six studenis
returned to the safe custody of
Kotwali thana from Lhe court as
their guardians were yet (o re
cefve them

These studenls were r;nnmd

police on December 8 from
mc Tasbidul an Mohisun-
nah Madr at the raill sta-
tion colony. Police arrested the

rincipal of the madrassah,

aulana Saleh Ahmed and two
olher teachers on charge ol tor-
turing the students.

The principal and two other
teachers will be
the court tomorrow as their
three-day remand expires, po-
lice said.

[

Zia: Independen

soldiers and the massacre by

them could be avoided had there
been any such announcement.
he said.

Stating that there was no
t of desh be-
tween the time of the

Mujibnagar government was
formed on April 17 and Zia's
proclamation of the | -
dence on March 26, the vahant
freedom fighter commented,
“The question arises. under

eadership was the war

whose
O el Thase e o diia)

of the fact that Sheikh Mujib
led the in their strug-
gle since 1947. But it was Zia
who organised the Liberation
War by procl the inde-

at a moment when the
whole nation became bewil-
dered after the March 25 night
crackdown on the unarmed
peoﬂle_;. After the crackdown a
dec tion became inevitable
on March 25 or 26 and Zia did
that historic job. he added.

Mir Shawkat said that the
contributions of Hussain
Shaheed Suhrawardy, Maulana
Bhashani and M A G Osmani to

the struafglc for in dence
should also be admitted for the
sake of the true his-
tory of Liberation War.

"Let's acknowledge every-
s contributions and let's
not undermine anybody and

avoid unnecessary controversy
on the issue.” he said.

Crit ipation
of the indian allied forces at the
fag end of the Liberation War,
Mir Shawkat viewed. "It was
not needed at a time when we
were close to the victory."

Chaired by Abul Quashem
Choudhury, the rally was or-

anised by the BNP's labour
ront, Jatiyvatabadi Sramik
Dal, in celebration of the Silver
Jubilee of the Victory Day.
Other BNP leaders incl K
M Obaidur Rahman, MP, Col

(retd) Akbar Hossain, MP, Prof |

Jahanara Begum and Mirza
Abbas also spoke on the occa-
sion.

In his
Rahman noted that the coun-
try’'s independence did not come
overnight. "It came follo
the nation's long struggle that
got new dimensions in Iits
course from the 1952
Movement to the 1970 general
elections through which
Sheikh Mujib was given the na-
tion's te.” he said.

Referring to controversies
mrmlamﬂtMn of inde-
and the leadership in
the liberation s 2
said. "Undermining Mujib or
Zia would tantamount to un-
the whole nation.
Col (retd) Akbar alleged that
distortion of the history of the
Liberation War began after the
post-Liberation AL government
started spreading falsehood
about the war.

All about Farakka & water-sharing

From Page 1
negotiate through the Joint
Rivers Commission (JRC).

On November 5, 1977, an
agreement on sharing the
Ganges walter was signed in

Dhaka. The then Adviser f[or

Water Resources Rear Admiral
Musharraf Hussain Khan and
Indian Minister for Agriculture
and Irrigation Surjit Singh
Barnala signed the agreement
for a period of five years start-
ing from 1978,

Under the agreement signed
in 1977. Bangladesh was given
34 500 cusec of water during the
January-May lean season with
a guarantee clause of 80 per cent
during the leanest period of last
10 days of April.

The normal flow of water at
Hardinge Bridge during the lean
period was 74.000 cusec before
the commissioning of the Bar:

rage is 1975,
On October 7, 1982 a MOU
was signed for sharing of water,

which was valid during the pe
riod, 1983-84. This was signed

ARS Doha. Foreign Minister
o Bangladesh and PV
Narasimha Rao, Minister for
External Affairs, India.

On November 22, 1985, the
MOU of 1982 was renewed for
three years. This was signed by
B Shankar Banondo, Water Re-
sources Minister of India and

- Anisul Islam Mahmud, Minis-

ter for Irrigation and Water De-
ment, Bangladesh.
e tenure ol the 1985 MOU
expired on May 31, 1988. Since
then, there exists no under-

standing on water sharing be-
tween the two countries.

The five-year agreement
signed in 1977 ensured a mini-
mum dry season flow for
Bangladesh but the two MOUs
signed later did not incorporate
any guarantee clause providing
a minimum dry season flow.

In 1990 the secretaries of the
ministries of water and irriga-
tion of the two countries formed
a secretarial committee. The
committee held seven meetings
during the next five years alter-
na in Dhaka New Delhi
but failed to reach an under-
standing.

Indian Minister of state for
External Affairs Salman Khur-
shid in an interview with the
Bangladesh Observer earlier
admitted that Farakka and
transit issues were pinpricks
and irritants between the two
countries.

The issue of water-sharing

received the highest priority

ever since Sheikh Hasinas

Awami League came to power
the June 12 general

The ball n-mrﬂdffl-
the three-day n-
dian Bxternal Afisirs Secretary

Salman Haider to Bangladesh
in the first week of July.

It was followed
visit of Indian External Affairs
Minister 1 K Gujral from
September 7 which raised ex-
pectations for a 'satisfactory
water treaty’ between the two
countries before the onset of the
coming dry season, beginning
January.

Gujral's visit was followed
by foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad's visit to India in
September.

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak also paid a three-
day visit to the Indian ca
from October 28 and later met
Jyoti Basu in Calcutta.

A Joint Committee of ex-
perts was set up by the two gov-

"~ ernments following Gujral's

visit. The joint committee heild
at least 10 rounds of talks in
Delhi till December 8.
Possibility of a water accord
appeared on the horizon when
Jyoti Basu, Chiefl Minister of
the Indian state of West Bengal
Bu.ld a five-day official visit to
nmh from November 27.
lea Dhaka after
having two of exclusive
talks with Sheikh Hasina, Basu
announced that a draft water
accord was r and that it
would be a sum-
mit between the Prime Minis-

ters of Bangladesh and India.

before

truggle, Obaid |

by a four-day |

Cce

speech, K M Obaidur ;

- -

Prime

Hinﬁhf Sheikh Huiu.

e oS

-.-d-;‘ullnn

Sonia Gandhi (L), widow of slain Indian Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi at her residence in New Delhi yesterday.
Sheikh Hasina's niece is seen at her left.

—AFP/UNB photo

Hasina holds meetings
with Indian leaders

.
NEW DELH!, Dec 11:. Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, on the
second day of her three- of
ficial visit to India today, held
meetings with several Indian
leaders including Minister for
External Aflairs | K al at
her suite at the Mmrﬂhl
ban, reports BSS.
Welcoming the Bangladesh
Prime Minister Gujral ex-
Etllﬂd the that the Indo-
p
continue to improve -
ujral suggested some cor-
rective measures including tar-
iff decrease for Bangladesh
items to narrow the existing
trade gap between the two coun-
tries

Gﬁjnl said India wants to
économic cooperation
:Ienlz. .-

mlms will be more ef-

her concem
for the economic t of the
le of this region, Prime

inister Sheikh Hasina said.

we can only improve the situa-
tion through strengthening

economic cooperation amongst
ourselves.

Sheikh Hasina paid a cour-
tesy call on Indian Vice Presi-
dent K R Narayanan and also
met with Sonia Gandhi, widow
of late assassinated premier Ra-

jiv Gandhi, at her 10 Janapath
residence
The President of C

Sitaram Kesri during his meet

with Hasina sal-
tion over the Indo-Bangla
relationship.

Kesri recalled with emotion
Lthe historic Liberation War of

m.h in which India ex-
help and support. He

also recalled the role of former

Indian minister Indira
Gandhi in Bangladesh's libera-
tion

Shei Hasina acknowl-
md with gratitude India's
in her country's Liberation
War and said, "we also remem-
ber the leadership of Mrs Indira
Gandhi.”
General Secretary of Con-
gress (I) Golam Nabi Azad was

present during the meeting.
Former minist
india Pranab M 't;;: “

ker of the Lok Sabha P A Sang-
ma, and \"lﬂt—ﬂ‘h&lﬁm‘m of
the Rajya Sabha Dr Nazma
Heptullah called on Sheikh
tl;i;fna at the Rashtrapati Bha-
The Leader of the
in Indian Parliament
hari Bajpayee later called on
Hasina. They exchanged pleas-

antries and discussed various
issues.

.
Bi-

Hasina: Stepping stone

From Page 1
" she said.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina thanked the govern-
people of India for

by
during Bangladesh's War of Lib-
eration. She recalled that India

shelter and support to
millions of Bangalees driven
from their homeland.

The Prime Minister also
homage to India's valiant
troops who fought shoulder to

shoulder and blood along
with the brave freedom fighters.

Concluding her speech.
Sheikh Hasina, in a te
voice said, "Let this month of
December be a reminder that

the spirit of 1971 is still alive
and vibrant — let us demon-
strate as we did in 1971 that we
are capable of rising to the chal-
lenge of the time — let this
agreement on the sharing of the
Ganges waters be a stepping
stone for greater cooperation
between Bangladesh and India.”
Speaking
Prime Minister Deve Gowda ex-
pressed ‘profound satisfaction’
at the agreement which will be
signed tomorrow.
Deve Gowda said "this is a
em that has been before us
over two decades and has
defled a -term  solution in
the past. It is a tribute to your
(Hasina) wisdom and leadership
that we have succeeded in
resolving an issue that has de-
fied our efforts in the 2
Describing it as the
ning of a new cha in Indo-
B a relations, a said it
set an example of cooper-
ation and g,
"On our part we see this as a
major first step towards resolv-

ing all other mﬂ.ﬂulchlﬂ:m
between the two coun in

order to make our relations a
model for cooperation,” he said.

Gowda said, "'Ingn accorda a
hi ority te the improve-
mgnhl m m{'lvlﬂﬂdlt'lﬂﬂ of rela-
tions with its neighbours, espe-
cially with a close neighbour
like Eungllduh.'

"Our endeavours for i;
creased cooperation have to
founded on mutual understand-

-

' ing and trust and ition of
each other's needs percep-
tions", he said.

Among the Indian leaders
who attended the were,
| PA K . Atal Bi-
hari V yee, KV than

Gandhi, Chandra
Jyoti ¢ JBasu,

Sekhar,
SMaram Kesri,

Venkataraman,

at the banquet:

Margaret Alva, Ashim Das
Gupta, Dr Nazma Heptullah,

Pranab Mukharjee Some-
nath Chatarjee MP.
Foreign Minister us

Samad Azad, Water Resources

Prime -Hiniufer Drdul?-rig o
Khan Alamgir an a
Secretary Shamsul Huda, also

attended the banquet.
Young man stabbed
to death in

Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Dec 11: A young
men was stabbed to death at
Ahsan Ahmed Road under Kot-
wali Thana today.

Zahidur Rahman, 22, an
HSC examinee of Sundarban
College, was attacked by two,
unidentified assailants when
he was going to market, police
said.

He received serious stab in-
juries in his chest and died on
way to sadar hospital. A case
has been lodged his father
Bazlur Rahman.

The cause of the killing was

not known.

4-member body

From Page 1
Husain are the other members
of the committee. =
At the directive of the SEC,

the regulati authority, the
DSE and Chit Stock Ex-
cha i a 10 per cent

tion Minister Abdur |

Police have arrested two al-
leged dacoits in connection
with i in
a house at bagh in the

Mohammadpur police dur-
ing raids on Rayer Bazar and
Moghbazar areas arrested the

leader of an inter district gang
of dacoits. identified as Sultan
alias Kamrul. 22. and his ac-
complice. Humayun Kabir. 20
at about 6 am

Looted
two lakh. a revolver and a dag-
ger were recovered from their

The armed gang looted
money. gold ormaments and
other valuables worth about Tk
three lakh at around 10 pm
Tuesday

Suitan was arrested on June
22 in connection with robhtrly]
cases filed against him wit
Mohammadpur. Dhanmondi
and th thanas.

But he was released on bail
. Police

Ghanaian leading
in race for
UN’s top post

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 11:

UN Undersecretary-General
Kofi Annan on ob-

- the
top UN post but po-
tential veto, thought to be from
France, after unofficial Secu-

charge
of . led three other
mmmmwmuu

gﬂl} to succeed Ghali
Accord today
From Page |

Minister Abdur Razzak, For-

Secretary Farooq Sobhan,
ater Resources Secretary ATM

" Shamsul Huda, m
Prime Minister Dr

Khan and

Commissioner to India
Shafi Sami were present.
From the Indian side Exter-

tion War and said now it was

the time to t together to re-
ﬂ‘;ﬂhm.
on a

and extended to her
and her

called intensifying efforts
the two !

nomc mupﬂlﬂmhﬂmlhe

-

circuit-breaker first and then |

reduced it to 5 per cent rise or

fall of share prices on a trading
day compared to the previous
da}"iﬂce. The brake was put
after market embarked on a
wild bull run.

Officials said the committee
would review the market situa-
tion and the fundamentals of
different listed with
the stock market and instruct
the DSE to apply the circuit-
breaker on selective basis.

The committec is likely to
sit on Saturday to discuss the
draft paper of the DSE and a fi-
nal guideline may come out

from the meeting. a competent

‘source said

Another committee. a
surveillance team to check ma-

two countries to the mutual
humﬂtl-ofthwm.

Prior to the tion level
talks Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina called on Deve Gowda at

the Hydarabad House during
which the two leaders had one-

to-one discussions.

Reception

From Page |
of the Indian Prime Minister,
she said adding "“we will talk to
you after everything was set-

' tled

Asked whether transit issue

was in the agenda of the talks
between the two iers,
Sheikh Hasina said will

Hasina went to the ti
Bhaban where she will be stay-
tl"!I:h.'“l.n:-. Gowda later made a
' courtesy call on his
coun . He stayed for
some time and exchanged
tries.
Prime Minister Sheikh

e = =

—_—— e

PV nipulation in the market. was portraits of

Hasina was accorded a rousing
reception in New Delhi where
she arrived from Ag:'!tl' after
offering ziarat at the masar of
Hazrat Khwaja Moeinuddin
Chisti (R).
As the motorcade ap-
the gate of the Rastra-
WM& the Prime Minis-
ter was a hearty ovation
by the che crowd who as-
sembled on both sides of the
city streets
The important road islands
of the capital were tastefully
decorated with national flags of
the two countries. Big
kh Hasina
were also hung there



