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DID U' KNOW?
(The Professor does)

HAT the word stadium de-
T rives from the Greek sta-

dion, the name for a unit of
length equal to about 185m
(about 7 ft). the length ol
courses used for footraces in
ancient Greece. There were sia-
diums at Olympia. Deilphi.
Athens, Epidaurus. and other
places at which athletic games

were celebrated. The courses
were also used for other athletic

contests but nﬂnrently not for

non-competitive exercise.
Spectators were sealed on ter-
races or tiers along each side
and at one end. which was
semicircular.

The ancient stadium. modi-
fied by features derived from
the Roman circus or amphithe-
atre. has been revived in mod
ern indoor and outdoor struc-
tures, ned for spectator

events. especially sports con-
tests. The first {ur e modern

stadium, in .'Llhmu was built
for the first Olympic Games in
1896 and accommodates about
60.000 spectators.

Nowadays. stadiums are
used for a variety of events from
Alisha's gyration to Tattoo
shows.

WHiZZ KID

COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN
't-;*.-..
Sports WHIZZ KID

competition-59
v Tick the Correct Answers

Competition closes : 8 pm
December 20, 1996)

1 | Who was the man-ol-the-

final in the 17th Damal
Smriti cricket tournament? |
Partho Bulbul Monirul

2 | Which country won the
1996 Davis Cup?

Sweden USA France

3 | Who hit the first century of
the Premier Divison cricket
league this season”

Sujon Sumon Rupom

4 | Which country hosted the
1970 soccer World Cup?
Brazil ] Spain Mexico

5| Who achieved the distinc-
tion of taking 300 Test
wickets first”

1

Trueman 1 Lillee imran
Class ......... Roll No. ..........

-------------

------------------------------------------

Phone: (If any) ....cocoevenmmnienas

SPORTS TALK

— e

Andrew Charles Hudson

(South African Test crick-
eter)

“I'd Iikht; to be i‘#membeﬁ'd Ui.l'-:
a w uiet t on w
{hg?gb and tr{cureg rgﬁs I'd also
like to be remembered as a
team-man. a guy who was con-
cerned about other people’s
performances and how the
other guys in the team were do-

ing."

must apologise (0 my read
ers for the rather sporadic
d'll‘l(m of my oolu
nmuis | shall try my best to make
It more regular again in the fu
ture But | can assure you that
our fnendly Daily Star authon-
les are most supportive and it
is only my other preoccupa
tion s which are creating the
problems There are so many
things to do these days. that one
tends to ?d easily distracted
Take lor example the Stock
Market How exciting it is to
make (or lose) money just sit
ting in your own home holding

a piece ol paper Writing boring
chess articles is no maich lor

the thrill of making iﬂIlHﬂhlll?

out of nothing or nothing out o
something for that matter

However il you are playing
chess. the case |s dlﬁtrrni
There is as much excitement as
in any Stock Market in the
world 1l vou understand its
language Take a look at the di
agram There is almost nothing

ofi the board White has just one
wn, which is his last
ut how can he promoter it? If
he allows black to sacrifice the
knight it becomes a draw, since
he cannot mate with a km‘hl.

They are inferior in
value but always cause the

knight great difficulty. The so
wh

lution 5 ;'
Solution: | N-d™ N-d7 2. a6

and believe it or not. there is no

Can you find a way for White?
If the kmght can be com

pared to a snake the rook file

or the corner pawns are like

way to stop the white pawn
from reaching the eighth rank

Niaz is
tinent's first Grand Master.

BONN. Dec 11
Germany's squad
for this weekend's

difficult World

Cup qualifier in

was hit

by another withdrawal on

Tuesday when key Bayern

Munich midfielder Thomas

Strunz pulled out with iIn
fluenza. reports Reuter

Euro 96 player Strunz

missed Baverns linal league

ame belore the winter break at
the weekend and told coach
Berti Vogts he would not be able
to travel with the party to
Lisbon for Saturday's European
Group Nine clash.

The late withdrawal is a
blow to the European champi-
ons, who will also be missing
midfielders Mehmet Scholl and
Thomas Haessler, defender
Thomas Helmer, reserve goal-
keeper Oliver Kahn and striker
Oliver Bierhoff. hero of the

Euro '96 final.

The pnnly which is due to fly
to Portugal on Thursday. has
been reduced to 19.

The Portuguese have a spe
cial place in the history ol
German football They are the
only team ever to have beaten
the Germans in a World Cup
qualifier, winmn% in
Stuttgart in October 1985

The Germans have not lost

champions
draw al

lo the Portuguese since and beal
them 2-1 in a [riendly in Porto
in February
But Vogts said "We were in
] shape then When | see how
orto have marched through
the Champions League. |'m not
so sure that we can lravel to

| G

BERTI VU{.T‘H
Lisbon with so much optimism
this time "

PR

Libero Matthias Sammer
and wing -back Chnstian Ziege
who missed the European

Irustrating 1-1
home to Northern
Ireland last month. were fit to

join the squad on Tuesday

Bayern Munich's in-form
mldﬂ-tldtr Mario Basler who
of the Euro 96 squad
not make an impact be
€ au-r ul injury. can now expect
lo be gven an important role in
midfield
Bayer Leverkusen striker Ul
Kirsten s superb form in the
first half of the season has been
rewarded with a place In the
squad but VFB Stutigarts Fredi
Hobic is expected Lo join captain
Juergen Klinsmann up front

SQUAD

Goalkeepers: Andreas
Koepke (Marseille) Oltver Reck
(Werder Bremen)

Defenders: Markus Habbel
(Bayern Munichl Juergen
Kohler

Stelan
Sammer

Dortmund)
(Ba Leverkusen)
dfielders: Mano Basler

(Bayern). Marco Bode, Dieter
Eilts (both Werder Bremen)
Joerg Heinrich. Andy Moeller
(bot Dortmund). Michael
Tarmat (Karisruhel, Dariusz
Wosz (Bochum). Chnstain Ziege
(Bayern)

orwards: Fredi Bobic
(Stutigart). Heiko Herrlich

(Dortmund). Ul Kirsten
(Liverkusen), Juergen
Klinsmann (Bayern)

Reuter Matthias
fall Borussia
Chnistain Woerns

sub-con

« qualifier against Cyprus,
Reuter

-
the wings!

NAPLES, Italy, Dec 11: Diego

et Vg & comart s o8 e
by a court as

son of the soccer star,
will make his debut in a foot-
ball tournament near here next
Monday. reports AFP

The 10 year-old, whose
mother Cristiana Sinagra had
an affair with Maradona during
his years at Napoli. will lay in
the under-12 ‘christmas tour-
nament” at Nola. some 25 kms
east of here.

The youngster, who will turn
out in a number 10 shirt like
his father. is due to play for
Licola against Nola in an event
hnngtng together local football
schools

Penev echoes
Hristo's voice

SOFIA. Dec |1: Bulgaria's
boslav Penev has demanded
the r tion of his country’s
SOCCET ¢ and said he would

boycott Saturday's World Cup
re-

‘1 will always play flor
Bulgaria but not while this
unions management is In
power.~ Penev said on local
television. where he appeared
with striker Hristo Stoichkov
on Monday night

Penev who for Spanish
First Division side Com cla.

was dropped for using Insulting
words on local television after

the European Championship in
and earlier this year
fowever. he has been re-

called to the national side for

the match in C »
Penev sald he was disap

pointed with the management
of the Bulgarian Football

Union (BFU) who had not told
him he had been dre i Iroum
the national side. leaving him
lo hear about it from the media

Stoichkov missed Bulgaria s
firsl two qualifliers againsit
Israel and Luxembourg. vowing
o quit the team uniess the soc
cer chiels were replaced

the BFU will hold a ial
ineeting on December 20 after
accusalions by some clubs of
mismanagement

Penev and Stoichkov who |Is
not playing because of injury
were called to Sofia b{‘:tid
«oach Hristo Bonev (o ta
in a training camp ahe ﬂ!
Saturday's qualifier against

L 3

Bonev said Ivailo Andonov
lrom CSKA would replace
Penev

Boris

L,

LDNDDN Dec 11
[Reuter): Beoris
Becker bounced
back into the big
lime in 1996,

ending the year as
he had begun it, with a victory

speech a fat cheque.

The 29-year-old veteran of
13 professional tennis sum-
mers won his first Grand Slam
tournament for five years at the
Australian Open in January

L1

and earned himself a cool 1 875

million dollars with victory in
the Grand Slam Cup in
December.

It wasn't all roses in between.
however. a pulled muscle kept
the powerful German out of
French Open and an agonising
wrist injury forced him to

| abandon Wimbledon mid-

match just as he was gettin
into his booming stride throu
a favourable draw.

But after several weeks out of

action the three-times Wimb-
ledon champion picked up
where he left off and went on to
overwhelm the big-serving
Croat Goran lvanisevic at the
lucrative end-of-year Grand
Slam Cup last weekend.

"He was just too good, | didn't
know what to do.” Ivanisevic

said. "He is playing his best
tennis ever.”
Becker will be back in

Melbourne next month to de-
fend his title and he would
dearly love to add to his
Wimbledon haul 12 years after
he became the youngest player
to take the crown at the age of
(g

Wimbledon 1996 proved up-
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setting for a multitude of top
playtrl besides Becker. Du-
tchman Richard Krajicek be-
came the only uns-reded pla
apart from the German in 985
ever to win the tournament

On his way 1o viclory over
the unheralded American
Malivai Washington. he put out
a jaded Pete Sampras, seckin
his fourth title in a row. an
1991 champion Michael Stich.

Former winners Andre
Agassi and Stefan Edberg. as
well as seeds Michael Chang.
Jim Courier and French Open
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e
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BORIS BECKER

champion Yevgeny Kafelnikov,

were all casualties in the first of
two very soggy weeks in south-

west London.

And Monica Seles, who had
made a dream start 1o the year
with victory in the Australian
Open. slumped in the second
round of the women's draw.

The Wimbledon public,
swepl along on a wave of patri-
otic fervour as the England

makes his presence felt

football team reached the semj-
finals of the European soccer
champi . were cheered by
the spectacle of a British man
reaching the Wimbledon quar-
terfinals for the first ume in 25
years. Tuin Henman eventually
succumbed Lo lofly American
Todd Martin

There were mixed reviews
for 50-something pop star Sir
Cliff Richard. who entertained
the Centre Court crowds duri
a lengthy rain break with an
impromptu concert of his great-
est hits — backed by a vocal
group of female players includ-
ing Martina Navratilova and
Conchita Martinez.

The US Open ran truer to
form — sultry heat. tropical
storms and a win for world
number one Sampras

Sampras hung on to his
ranking through a troubled

ar during which his coach

Qulhksun died of a brain
tumour. The illness and loss
affected him deeply and he was
blasted out of the Australian
Open by local boy Mark
Philippousis before battling
against the clay to go down to
Kafelnikov at the French.

“People don't remember who
comes in second and now that
I've won a number of majors the
more [ want to win them.”

Sampras said after his US Open
victory.

It was the [irst time in 50
years that the men's and wom-
en's winners successfully de-
fended their titles and Steffi
Graf oo overcame strife in her
personal life to retain her
Crowm. :

Once again the 27-year-old
German won every Grand Slam

she efilereds, uijssing oul only
on the Australian alter surgery
on her fool

All this went on while her
father Peter languished in jail
oil charges of evading taxes on
her income. He was freed on
bail last month but the case
rolls on.

"It has been a really long,
long year.” she said after win-

the season-ending Chase
Championship.

Graf needs only four Grand
Slam titles to pass Margaret
Court s record of 24. With
still failing to recapture the

she displayed before her
courtside knife attack in 1993,
Graf could polish those off in

lgﬁo—uue else comes close in
terms of talent, athleticism and
mental toughness. Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario has the gritl
but not the array of strokes and
finished the year twice the
bridesmaid — at the French
Open and Wimbledon.

The final proved a sad erd to
dis career for
31 next month, who twisted his
ankle during the first match,
lost the rubber and could only
watch from the sidelines as his
team went down 3-2 to France.

But the tie produced some of
the most exciting tennis oi the
year with both reverse singles
to five nail-biting sets for

goi
the lirst time in cup's 96-year
history

Becker, 22 months younger
than his at ri'raj has no in-
tention ?I just yet.

"1 still hclim | have a couple
of big ones left in me.” he said.
"As long as I'm not embarrass-
ing myself in shots, then I'm go-
ing to keep on.”

Eadar Halahu fHJ of Kuwait and %uth Kurenn Lee Young Jim (L) run after the ball
during their Asian Cup encounter at the Al Ain Stadium, Abu Dabhi on Dec 10. Kuwait

won the match 2-0.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Indian Viswanathan Anand L) moves a prece while his opponent Russian Anatoly Karpov
looks on during the second dav of the "Gran Canana 96" world ches:z tournament in

Spain on Dec 10

_ AFP/UNB photo

O o

ball's twin power
hases may come
under attack for the first time
in the search for a successor as
FIFA president to Joao Have
lange lollowing his decision to

retire in 1998, s Reuter
Three potential candidates
for the have emerged

from Europe — UEFA ‘lrvﬂbn t
Lennart Johansson, FIFA gen
eral secretary Sepp Blatter and
more intriguingly. Bayern Mu
nich president and former
World Cup winner Franz Beck
enbauer

But Alfrica and Asia have
also thrown up potential suc-
cessors Lo 80 year old Brazihan
Havelange who announced on
Saturday he would step down

after the World C finals
France, 24 he took
the reins Al BOCCET »
world

body .
From the Far East comes
FIFA vice-president Chung

Moon -J ] Hl‘hﬂlllln cm;-n
.E'I.N. nging | of
the 2002 Werld Cup to South

Chung, a leading business
iycoon and member of the

uth Korean Parliament as
well as president of the coun
Lry’s national soccer federation.
has been an energetic advocale
of his country’'s bid to co-host
the first finals of the 21st cen-
with neighbours Japan.
‘1- ‘has locked Em. with
in the most
nntahl Haw:mh-u-.r last year
whcn e aimed a stinging re-
buke at his boss for visiting
Nigeria at a time when the west
Afrnican country was being con-
demned across the glo lor
human rights abuses
Africa’s potential FIFA pres-
ident is Issa Hayatou, widely-
respected head of the African
Football Federation — less vo-
cal than Chung but a natural
power-broker and negotiator.
The Cameroonian was in-
strumental in winning Alrica
an additional two berths to the
1998 finals in France when the
decision was taken after the
1994 US finals to expand the
competition from 24 teams to
32,

Five African
compete in France as opposed Lo
three in the United States.

The performances of
Cameroon and Nigeria in the

teams will

last two World Cups and at this
ears Olympic Games in At-
anta have greatly raised the

profile of black Alrican soccer
around the world and some will
feel the time is right for an
African to rule at FIFA head-
quarters in Zurich. How much
support Hayatou has outside
Africa remains to be seen.

If either Chung or Hayatou
do decide to stand in what will
be a straightforward one-coun-
try-one-vote ballot, they will

Amunike signs
for Barca

BARCELONA. Dec 11: Nige-
rian striker Emanuel Amunike
has joined Barcelona from
Sporting Lisbon for a fee
estimated at 500 million pese-
tas (3.85 million dollars). the
Catalan club said on Tuesday.

reports Reuter.

CROSSWORD By Eugene

undoubtedly face op
from at least one of the
of Eur an SoCcer tics.

Until recently UVEFA chief
Johansson. often at odds with
the autocratic Havelange had
been considered favourite to
take over from the Brazilian

But the Swede who said a
long time back he would run for
the job when Havelange stood
down has done himsell no
favours recently

sition
guns

JOAO HAVELANGE

Firstly he chaired a FIFA
commitiee which angered
Scotland by unexpeciedly or-
dering them Lo replay a world
Cup tie with Estopia which was
cancelled in er a far-
cical row over the kick-off time.
. Then, far more sesjously. he
incwwed the wrath of soccer's
brightest emerging nation by
describing Africans as "black-
ies” in an interview last month
with a Swedish newspaper

Although he subsequently
stressed he i1s not a racist and
apologised lor his comments,

game

Jockeymg for top job

uttered on the eve of the Euro-
pean community's "European
year against racism in 1997 a
ferling remains that the Swede
is mavybe not the man to guide
soccer & global family into the
218t century

By 2006 when Johansson
would be eight years into his
reign if he sucoeeded Havelar
an African nation could well
hosting. and maybe winning
the World Cup

Switzerland's Blatter is per
haps a more likely Eurepean
rarvlidates. and. as FIFA's gen
eral secretary can claim to
know the ins andd outs of the or
ganisation better than his po
tential rivals

His curren! contract expires
alter the France finals. just
when Havelange is due to go

And finally there is Becken
hauer. who would undoubtedly
be the people s choice In Europe.

The Kaiser's credentials are
undisputed He is the only man
to have won the World Cup as
both player and coach and is re-
spected across the workd lor his
intelligent approach 1o the

At 51 he is also ',I't:uunfi
enough to pilot world looth
well into the next century

Beckenbauer has already
said he will quit as president of
Bayern nexi year but has yet to
announce what he plans to do
next.

1 have watched all that has
happened lately very closely
and have spoken to certain peo-
ple at the highest levels,  he
said when asked recently ahout
the job as FIFA's overlord. "But
then | am in touch with them
regularly on football matters

"When | leave Bayern | must
be certain the next move is the
right one. All | will say is |
would not exclude taking over
as president of FIFA'~
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.ulﬂl : George Yesterday’s Cry ip: I'M RATHER SURE THAT

ol Joteon A SHOESHINE MAN COULD BE CALLED A
34 Tire out 42 Expent BOOTICIAN
s red 43 Retneve: Today’s Cryptoquip clue V equals M
36 Santa ' type for The Cryproguip is a substitution cipher in which one

w—- short letter stands for another [f you think that X eguals O &
w = 44 Moreover will equal O throughout the puzzie Single letters short

45 Watch Mmmmmaﬁumwrmrhnm

&) Athiste S Tl locating vowelds Sobution 1s by trial and erroe



