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China won’t renounce use |
of force to reclaim Taiwan

as the sole

WASHINGTON, Dec Il Ina
blunt s h to US military ol
ficers. Chinese Defence Minis
ter Chi Haotin said on Tuesday
that China refuses (0 renounce
the use ol force to reclaum Tal
wan, which Beljing considers a
rogue province, reports Reuter.

“We hope to see a peaceful
settlement, yet we refuse Lo re-
nounce the use ol force.” the
visiting minister told officers
at the military's National De-
fence Uni ty. He said the
Beijir vernment would not
sit idly and allow Taiwan
leaders continue conniving

t China.
hi's policy statement was
not new, but his comments on a
visit to improve US-China rela-
tions emphasised the impor-
tance that communist China
%‘l:es to reclaiming democratic

The Uruled States, under the
1972 Shanghai communique.

recogrises I:lﬂ]lng
government hina, but
maintains unoflicial relations
with Taiwan and continues lo
sell arms o the island located
off China

Chi wurged Washington,
which earlier this year dis-

the and accused China of

trvi to influence Taiwan's

tial elections with a

g byt fig byl e

aiwan Strait. ing

and Taipei settle their dti'br
ences without interference.

“The Taiwan autheorities
have in of the overall
interests of the Chinese nation.

farther and farther down
the road of c at. and

participating 1in. activities

aimed at splitting the mother-
land. which cause tensions in
cross-sirait relations.’ Chi
said

More

Bangladesh on Tuesday str

Wt}mﬂulude:l"
patched two aircraft carmers o | the lsraeli

ment (o re-
ace the principle of

for peace”
“security for peace” that thre-
atened t

peace process. repor-
ts BSS.

in a staternent at the General
Assembly of the United Nati-

ons, Ambassador Anwarul
Kartimm Chowdhury. Permanent
tative of to

the United Nations. said that
the recent decision by Israeli

Ernlnznl to start confisca-
of land with a view 0

expanding t il setile-
ments in the occu territo-
a new threat to the

m peace process.

by a formula of

This would have at negative
Im on the prospect of the

t on self determination by
the Palestinian people leading
to the eventual establishment
of an | t Palestinian
state, with Jerusalem as Its
capital, he added

Ambassador Chowdhur
saidl that withdrawal ol Israelf
troops [rom all occupied terri
tories. release of Palestinian
and Arab prisoners. allowing
the Palestinian authority to ex
ercise control over their own
lands and resources immediate
dismantling of settlements in
occupied territories and estab
lishing a better relationship by
Israel with all its neighbours

Palestine, could cre- pesolutions related to with-
m&mm&_

ate a foundation for last
ing peace in the Middle-East.
In this regard, B
envisaged a more y role
of the United Nations in the
pecace process, the permanent
representative
In the statement,

Bangladesh called upon Israel
to desist from c demo-

graphic and ture of
the occupied Syrian Golan
plateau and to take initiative to
end its occupation of all occu-

ed Palestinian and Arab
ands including the Golan

Bangladesh also rﬂ‘tﬂl‘ltﬂj
its call for implementation of
all relevant Security Council

3 more ASEAN members
likely next year

TOKYO. Dec 11: The Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) will “very like-
ly" grant membership to
Myanmar, Laos and Cambodia
next year. Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad
sald in an interview with a

Ja C.Lunm newspa AFIEH published
tis verihlikc it will come

said in an
Inttnﬂew with the Yomijuri
Shimbun and the English lan-
guage Yomiuri Daily when
asked when ASEAN would be
expanded to include the three
nations.

Mahathir., whose country
will assume the chairmanship
of the seven nation regional
grouping in 1997 on its 30th
anniversary, also said he would
like to invite the leaders of
Japan, South Korea and China
to an informal ASEAN summit
likely to be held at the end of
next . the newspapers said.

EAN groups Brunei, In-
donesia. Malaysia, the Philip-
Blnu. Singapore, Thailand and

ietnam.

Its leaders ] at a meet-
ing in Jakarta on November 30
to extend membership to
Myanmar, Laos and Cambodia
simultaneously, but stopped
short of setting a date due to

conflict over the timing of

Myanmar's admission.
Mahathir told the daily the

size of the demonstrations had

not dampened his support for

Myanmars admission to
ASEAN.

“For instance., we see other
countries worse than Myanmar
accepted to the United Nations.”
he said.

Mother Teresa
may be released
before Christmas

CALCUTTA. Dec 11: Mothér
Teresa slept well after a busy
day of work and ther that
included 20 minutes of walk-
ing. doctors said Wednesday,
reports AP

Despite a t setback over
the weekend, Mother Teresa
has been increasingly active in
recent days. Doctors say she is
likely, to be released before
Christmas. nearly a month af-
ter she was talised with a
mild heart attack.

Tuesday, she walked In
stages for a total of 20 minutes
in the intensive therapy unit,
leaning only occasionally on
an attendant.

BRIy

6.1m US children h

L ]
Some 6.1 m:lllim American childr:n UEQ e Mying

and many wer
the Iu!eml Medicaid prnglme hut
ris from Wash

studies of child poverty. AP

eligible for h:a]th care under
didn't enroll, ny two new

An additional 4.8 million young children Ivr.-d near the
erty line, said Columbia University's National Centre for

Children in Poverty. The US Census Bureau r
September that the childhood poverty rate had declined sli
t — in 1995 from the year
Tucad.ay’s reports used n}dcr data .

ess than a percentage poin

ed in
lJ)r

Kormblum to visit Bosnia: us assistant

Secretary of State for Euro

pean Affairs John Kormmblum will

travel to Bosnia Friday the State Department said Tuesday,

AFP reports from Washington

Kornblum will travel to Mostar. then to Sarajevo. where he
will meet with the Bosnian presidency "to review the status of

building the
spokesman Glyn

oint institutions of the Bosnian government.”
Davies said. The city of Mostar, in southern

Bosnia-Herzegovina, is divided into two sectors: a western one
held by Croats and an eastern one controlled hy Muslims.

19 Azen cops

special police force
arreste

hdd: The former commander of a

18 former members of the force were
on charges of taking part in an attempted coup last

year. the Azerbaijani Government said Tuesday. AP reports

from Baku.

Elchin Amiraslanov, the former commander,

had been in

hiding since the attempt to overthrow President Geidar Aliev in
March 1995, the Interior Ministry's announcement said. About

300 rebellious police battled
in the capital of the former
died in the fighting.
Party boss who returned to

overnment troo

viet rep
Aliev., Azerbaijan's former Communist
power in 1993,

for several da
ublic. About 100 peop.

claimed to have

foiled two other coup attempts against him in 1995,

Clinton's economic adviser to res:g
. chairman of the Council of Economic Advi

Joseph Stiglitz

|
|

Kofi Annanseemswell-placed to

In the statement. let
desh also expressed her

faction at the recent signing of a

muw
for allowing Iraq to e

for

importing food items and hoped
tion of

limited amount of oil

that ongoing coopera
iraq with the international co-

mmunity in fulfiling its ob-
ligations under various Secu-

rity Council resolutions would
facilitate eventual withdrawal

against lraq as
impact

undertake serious UN reforms

From Hasan Ferdous

NEW YORK. Dec 1]1: Kofi An-
nan of Ghana. who obtained the
required votes for the top UN
post is a career UN official cur-
rently serving as Under-Secre.
tary-General lor peace-keeping
operations

He appeared 1o meet two
crucial preconditions: one set
by the Americans, and the other
by the French

The US had indicated that it
would prefer to see the next Sec-

-General in the role of an
administrator. not a world
leader. The French, on the other
hand. had insisted that who
ever gets the top UN job, must

French

President Chirac said the
next UN Secretary-General
must be fluent in both English
and French, which are the two
working la ages of the Orga-
nization. Chirac said France
would veto Salim Ahmed Salim
of Tanzania, the current Secre-
tary-General of the Organiza-
tion of African Unity. as he
speaks very little French

This was disclosed Sunday
by President Nelson Mandela of
South Africa Mandela felt

Sahm, whose was not on
the bafiot make a “great
Secretary-General -

Most observers think Annan
is more familiar with the sys
termn and thus well placed to un
dertake serious structural re
forma of the UN something the
Americans consider very im

rtant He is also fluent in

rench

The other candidates con
sidered In yesterday s balloting
were Ahmedou Ould Abdallah
of Mauritania. former UUN spe
cial representative for Burund)
and now a co chairman of the
Global Coalition for Alrica
Group In Washington. Hanmud
Algabid of Niger the Secretary
General of the organization ol
the Islamic Conlerence. and
Amara Essay ol lvory Coast
currently foreign minister ol
his country and a lormer Presi
dent of the UN General Assem
bly

There is no written rule
saviag that the UN Secretary
General must be elected from a
particular region or serve lor
two terms. However. as il has
happened over the past 25

years. the post is now rotated
among various regional .
with each Secretary General
serving for two consecutive
terms For exampie. 1) Thant of
Burma (1961-1971) was fol-
lowed by Kurt Waldhetm (1972-
1981) a Western European. He
was succeeded by Javier Perez
e Cuellar (1982 1991) of Penu. a
South America In 1992 Mr
Boutros Boutros-Cihali became
the first Alrican lo become Lhe
LN Secretary Ceneral

No one ex rln the tusasle
over Lthe job to be over
alter Turzly s Inlormal vol
ing Many observers at the UN
think that France which waas
angered al the /S veto of
HBoulros Ghall, may play Its
velo card against any l!.‘i spon
sored candidate

Just to avoid such an occur
rence. Washington has main
tained clear distance [rom any
of the four contenders Most
countries would., however, like
to avold a drawn out battle be-
tweeri Lhe super rs, which
could turther divide Lhe Organi
ration and weaken its world
standing

In 1991, China and USA

fought the mmn battle
over 1 Secreta
r}rnrrhﬁ pﬂ.}‘ ina -up-pu‘lrzd

Salim Ahmed Salim. is
still remembered for hi- cpen

]I!lhﬂ-unn after Betjing
atwan s seat at the United Na-

thons In 1971. Washi ve-
toed his candidacy 18 times.
China. in its turn. blocked the

election of Kurt W-Hhﬂm for a
third term ¢ 1S times
The deadiock was r:fnllhf bro-
ken when Javier Perez de Cuel-
lar. a UN Under Secretary-Gen-
eral, was chosen as a compro-
mise candidate

"Not like 1991 will oc-
cur again.” a senlor US diple-
mat has said  Most observers
think most countries would try
to avold any further damage to
the world {m-djr The current
President ol the General As
sembly. Razall Ismall of
Malaysia, has said he would
like to have the election process
concluded before 17.
when the General Assembly
goes into recess. The New Secre-
tary General will take up his job
beginning next year

Suriname becomes 54th OIC member

JAKARTA, Dec 11: Criticism
of Israel at a meeting of the
world's Muslim governments
intensified Wednesday with a
Malaysian appeal to isolate the
Israeli government until it
malkes p on ts
for Palestinian self-rule, re-

ports AP

Foreign Minister Abdullah
Badawi. speaking at a meeting
of the 54-nation Organisation
of the [slamic Conference. com-
plained that Israel was suffer-
ing no consequences for delay-
ing its pullout from Hebron,
last West Bank city occupied by
Israeli soldiers.

Talks on the pullout. which
was to have happened last
March. have stalled because of
Israeli concerns about security
for 500 Jewish settlers who live

among the towns 130 000
Palestinians

"This is not because lsrael is
38 killed as

Tigers attack
army camp

COLOMBO, Dec 11. At least
38 men were killed and another
37 wounded when Tamil Tiger
guerillas attacked a military

camp in Eastern Sri Lanka to-
day. official sources here said
reports AFP

The separatist Liberation

rs of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
mounted the pre-dawn assault
against the Pulkunawa camp
were elite Special Task Force
ISTF) commandos and army
units were based. officials said.

Malaysia calls for isolating Israeli govt

invincible. but that we are weak
because of the disarray among
us.” Badawl said in a speech

“Indeed. as long as the Pales-
tindan problem rnmainl unre-
solved. .I is the licy of

L o have Rhy réla-
tions mlh Israel. To this end,
we urge OIC member states to do
likewise.” he said.

Malaysia has never had
diplomatic ties with Israel but
Jordan, Morocco and other OIC
members have been begun
forming relations. ending
decades of hostilities with the
Israehs.

Cniticism of Israel has been
a common theme at the other-
wise low-key annual meeting of
loreign mumsters from Muslim
governmernts representing some
1.5 billion people across Eu-
rope. Africa arn:;J Asia.

Jayalalitha's assets
astound

Gowda

MADRAS, Dec 11: Indian
Prime Minister H D Deve Gowda
sald he was astounded by the
hoard ol gold and silver, lo-
talling milliens of dollars
seized from the home of an ac-
tress-turned- peolitician in
southern India, reports AFP,

Deve Gowda told repeortess
here late Tuesday he was
"shocked and surprised” that
documents and assets "worth
several million rupees’ were
uncovered in a raid on "Just one
of the houses" of Jayalalitha
Jayaram, former chief minister
of Tamil Nadu state.

Jayaram dubbed by critics as
India’s Imelda Marcos because
of her lavish lifestyle. was ar-
rested in the state capital
Madras on Saturday following
allegations she embezzled 2.4
million dollars.

Her detention led to protests
by her supporters across the
coastal state.

The raid revealed 16.5 mil-
lion dollars of goods includinﬁ
more than 30 kilograms of gol
and diamonds 400 diamond
bangles. 40 silver plates weigh-
ing 750 kilograms 100 diamond
studded watches and a gmnt
golden sword. ~

French cops nab

15 suspected
Muslim rebels

DHAKA

THURSDAY,

International ﬁﬁﬁ_

pragmatic UN role in ME peace process envisaged

Bangladesh condemns Israeli
formula of security for peace

DECEMBER 12,

Madonna turns in her chair during the Director's Guild of

America screening of her new movie

"Evita" for the

international press on the Tuesday Madonna's new movie
is based on the life of Eva Peron, former first lady of

Argentina.

— AFP/UNB photo

Boy scouts adopt
gay policy

SAN FRANCISCO: Boy scouts officials in the San Francisco

the organisation’'s

Homosexual members or
Bo%'hcpolq
call for
homosexual conduct or

The new policy attempts to
cy. said Steve Barnes. a former military man who

national poli

and it has
dthcﬂlrﬂuﬂuuncﬂﬁmg‘m&unnﬂ
cxpulﬂmmhnth:ﬁcm;lnrluduﬂmmmhhc

area have a that is more lensent than
Mm“ Pﬂﬂcr

AP.
by the national
to be

ter define “gray areas” in the

took over last year as chief executive officer of the local council.

"This is a very difficult issue.”
is define where and when we'd take action .
o p;iuﬁrammeurd}rﬂummtmmmnduﬂmadm:q
then

our
not retain you

National boy Sm.:tn

Bames said. What we've done
If you come into

& require would-be leaders to

submit to investigations including criminal background

checks, Bames said.

The revised Bay Area guidelines forbid Scout officials from
mmugmn%;[‘::unhu‘luawlmﬂmuﬂm.
The boy ts of America does not ask prospective mem-

bers about their sexual

erence, nor do we check on the sex-

ual orientation of boys who are already in scouting,” the local

council's

says.
The Boy Scouts of America has always taught youth the tra-

ditional values of scouting
low for the

families.
tion of members or leaders

., we do not al-
whose pub-

lic conduct or advocacy does not suggest these traditional val-

ues. the policy says.

In 1992, the United Way cut off nearly 500.000 dirs in annual
funding to seven San Francisco Bay area councils because of the
Scouts anti-gay policies. Several major corporations also cut

off fundi
A num

which was in an

er of board members worked to define the

and marked " g

tial (and) not intended for public release.” The San Francisco
Examiner reported on the policy Tuesday.

has told prl:sidtnt Clinton he will resign to take a job at the PARIS, Dec 11: French o N
World Bank, The Associated Press has learned. APreportsfrom | = 8 swooped on suspected Muslim VM (kgh "' mmw
Washington. mllllf;ts on i]hcsda ; ruundic:l'lg -
Two administration officials, speaking on condition of up ople in dawm raids
anonymity, said Tuesday that Stiglitz informed Clinton of his across Paris a week after the ﬁlllﬂ foﬂ!h agam
lans during a private meeting Monday. The news was expected: h-t_::mhin% of a city train which PARIS: Expensive fake or ma . a controversial land-
ite House aidcn had already begun their search for a killed four people, reports scape possibly paintn:l by Vincent Van failed to fetch its 32
replacement. Stiglitz is expected to be chiel economist at the Reuter. million franc (dirs 6.4 million) asking price Tuesday evening.
World Bank. Police and counter-espi- reports AP.

He had replaced Laura Tyson. who left Clinton's three-

most scholars as the real
member council in 1995 to head the National Economic

for the second time in

The "Jardin d'Auvers.”
but doubted by a

praised

onage officers searched build-
critic,

ings housing Muslims in Paris

Council. Potential Stiglitz replacements include Alicia rders from four years to make it off the auction block.

Munnell, a member of the CEA. and former Federal Reserve Vice m-tmﬁﬁh;m:uatm who Critic Jean-Marje Tasset last summer uced research

Chﬂimlﬂ-n Mﬂ.n B“ndﬂr are 1“":3“3&1’“3 995 bﬂmb- ﬂim*'h]g that "Jardfn" onoe tﬂm to the of | l’l‘ll:l'li'l"i
mnmﬁ ings h}r ﬁlgﬁﬂﬂﬂ Muslim ex- of "Va.n. 's works.

US-DPRK hOld ve tﬂ“ﬁﬁ | | tremists that killed eigh ole The world's Van scholars insist — repeatedly —

United States and North Korean officials have held a round of 1 | and injured more than lﬁgeo that Van Gogh made the landscape in the creative frenzy

"frank and constructive’ talks on prugna-::d peace neﬁlnuallunn
ers

up to his suicide in 1890.
e State

But the asking price seemed too much for the slightly ques-
tionable landscape.
Jacques Tajan, the French auctioneer handling the sale at

the Hotel Georges V., said he hoped the government would step in
and buy the painting and it in a museum:.
"It would seem to me a good for France.” he said.

General accuses Suu Kyi
of inciting protests

a2

i | Vi

Chairman of the Gun!htutlunﬂl Mlemhly {‘}rnl Ramaphosa (L) hnlds up a cnp}r uf the
country's new constitution freshly signed by President Nelson Mandela in Sharpville
Tuesday. In 1960, this otherwise unremarkable township of Johannesburg was the scene of
Davies said. an apartheid police massacre of 69 unarmed black civil rights protesters. — AFP/UNB photo

UN, world should rethink apgm&ch to peacemaking,
interference is an uubuﬂﬂ’“nm countries that

norm of relations between command the resources to help,
states but to often, allied with it mn'ihe all too convenient to

the ercelved notion of e other way.
mmcrgntyh used to cover up In addition, .

for the Korean ninsula and other matt
rts from Washi

Dc%rtmenl said Tuesday, AP re

e discussions Monday in New York also covered ‘nuclear
issues and the North Korean apparent attempt to infiltrate
agents into South Korea via a submarine, spokesman Glyn

Police said the were
not directly linked to last
Tuesday's attack at the capital's
port royal station which bore
the hallmarks of Algerian
j Muslim extremists.

peacekeeping

Competition for world atten-
tion is intense, and rallying at-
tention around an emerging
crisis situation will be a con-
stant up hill battle. But there is

OSLO, Dec 11: It is time for
the United Nations and the
world to rethink their approach

to acem.akirg and
ingpem ques y is how

may already be late, often too
late. Conflict has erupted, bat-
tles have been fought, divisions
cemented, and reconstruction
of infrastructure, civil society,

deeper roots of conflict.
Fnﬂ:rt)r population growth,
environmental degradation
and lack of economic opportu-
nity reading the UN human de-

every developed

the world can deal ﬂlﬂl"—' effec-  and thinking, has become im-  striking because of human country has its own unmet no other alternative, unless we  oloment can tell more ANGON, Dec 11: Myanmar's ltl."lﬂ against police brutal-
tively with emerging dangerous  mensely complicated and ex- ﬂﬂhtlng nudirrand strained' national are ready to accept scores of ,,:Lf'upt the need for preventiye tongcnerll branded an ongoing ;! dunlnd'::-l‘ht -_:?ht to
situations among and within  pensive. Second, the information budgets and of influence deadly conflicts around the .ction than counting the |wave of student protests as the hm-m-dmtl
states. Eve seems to agree base is often too weak. The UN  who actually don't care if scores  world, Whiﬂh would run against  yeanons on every potential |[work of political infiltrators  freedom and human rights

The UN charter was lhat Int of could be saved  itself is ill equipped to gather of Hutus are slain or if the everything that human values,  pattlefields and colonjalist lackeys in the The unrest is the lnu-l; sert

to deal with conflicts between
states. The collective security
system, originally envisioned
in the charter of the UN, was
virtually immobilised by the
cold war and never used as in-
tended instead came the unwrit-
ten practice of peace-keeping
operations.

When a situation arises for
whlr,hdﬂ:e cl:lllrtcr ribes a
procedure, there is a strong
moral tion for countries
to heed a call for rescurces,

mkenezer nndntheruﬂl—
Er‘ice. t.hj' the time the

peacekeepers are ready to go, it

involved before hos-
Iu:u erupt. But there are no
efficient procedures for deal
with emerging conflicts an
there are serious obstacles to
early preventive action.
st, there is the situation

information about emerging
rous situations. If the
United Nations had access to
the information that many
member states possess, we
would have the opportunity to
get active as an orgmiuunn at

o

Balkans go up in flames.
What is at stake if we fail to
;rup the challenges from this
lefory of inter state con-
!'I.'Ict is i the whole system
of peaceful relations even world

This is difficult point to
make people understand CNN
lnd its sisters and hmthert- Il:

A

of conflict, but we
cannot state action to be

t on television's abil-
build an emotional na-
tional support base.

democracy and open society

stand for.

There is a huge educational
task to prepare us for a world
order where we effectively
dampen the first flicker of con-
flict. but the rewards would be
immense, and while the educa-
tional task is for all countries
to embark upon together. the
UN must develop the institu-
tional, legal and managerial
capacity as a model also for re-
gional action.

The UN is still the focal
point of multilateralism We
need a continuous focus on the

toll. The Jess visible tr

Far too often the Iﬂymm
under pressure to act
the root causes have taken their
tes of
political oppression, famine.,
environmental degradation
and u are left
without nul'llc:ten atfention.
If we are to bring about a
trug peaceful world, these are
that must be solved
ﬂl‘t they escalate and incur
enormous economic and human

fThe auithor of this IPS fea:
ture is the former Norwegian
Prime Minister.|

first official government
reaction to the recent unrest in
Wednesday's state-run media.

reports AP

Senior General Than Shwe,
the most 1 men'nhar of

Myanmar military junta. made
the charges qlnh w
the Union mm“ D
t Associa A
Wﬂmﬂ social niza
tion that democracy leader
Aung San Suu Kyl has compared
to the Hitler Youth.
Ya has been rocked In
ng- by students demon-

ous show of civil dissent since

the nationwide democracy up

rising of 1988 Schools have

been closed in Rangoon and

H-ndllly and he"{*poltnr
and army presence in t

tllteptm mllandlm
lated on

"A.II must k«‘z:"ﬁ

luh !lr traitors from In
truding inte the education
realm and usi students n
bids te gain itical
read the page
Wednesday s state-run
Light of Myanmar

on
New



