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President Makes his Point

Addressing the inaugural session of the week-
I long “Bijoy Utsab,” organised by the Sammilito
Sangskritik Jote at the Central Shaheed Minar,
President Shahabuddin Ahmed made a critical
reference to our political culture. Indeed he could
not be more correct in saying that a healthy politi-
cal culture is yet to develop in the country. Marked
by partisan concerns. the country's politics has be-
come a prisoner of the past. His caustic remarks
may be unpalatable but they are right on target and
should be a basis for bringing in changes on the

ways of politics.

| On the eve of the silver jubilee of our Indepen-
dence and Victory Day, the President has once
again reminded everyone of the national malaise
that has been our singular handicap in shaping
the nation's future. The President goes to a great
length to show how the conceptualisation of na-

tional aspiration and ethos has been jeopardised
time and again through the intervention of extra-
democratic forces and a lack of unity and

consensus on the burning issues. President

Shahabuddin has indeed tried to prove the point
that the discontinuity in democratic process is to
blame for distortions in the perception of national
interests.

No wonder that the President has appealed to
all, the cultural activists in particular, that they be
imbued with the spirit of 1971 and devote
themselves to the task of nation-building. The
President does not speak of something new or
unknown to the political parties. It is the
conviction with which he tells about the spirit that
swept all across the land in 1971 which really
makes the difference. At his age and in the position
he finds himself at a crucial juncture of our
history, it is only fitting that the President has |
pleaded for national reconciliation on which
political parties and others concerned about the
well being of the country could build the future of
the nation.

A small country like ours must be imbued with a
spirit as enduring as that of 1971 to progress and

prosper.
Fertiliser Situation

Fertilisers are still continuing to be a potent
source of worry for the farmers. A recent workshop
on fertiliser business and distribution has
revealed that farmers are not reportedly benefiting
from the scaling down of urea price following the
government decision to give 'subsidy: cidaper uvea '

has;encauraged indiscriminate and .excessive use.
of tHe fertiliser. - e

This is definitely going tell on the natural fertil-
ity of the soil. Besides. over-dependence upon a

particular commodity can only give rise to the |
dark forces in the fertiliser market.

Although there is no dearth of sincerity in the |
present government's attitude to tackle problems
plaguing country 's agriculture, the time, it seems,
has come for a broader and sustained approach to
the whole issue. As it transpired from the
workshop, a survey at the national level covering
all the relevant aspects would be conducted. It is
not simply a matter of streamlining the business
cycle by ensuring the accountability of the dealers
even though this is important at this point in t‘me
but, it also boils down to agricultural education.
Farmers need to be informed of the necessity of |
uniform and proper use of fertilisers. Once they
have a clearer picture of soil nutrition, any effort
to help them from the government level will be
easily and quickly effective.

As the Minister for Agriculture, Food, Relief and
Disaster Management rightly pointed out, instead
of sporadic suggestions the representatives of
donors in this field as well the International
Fertiliser Development Council (IFDC) should
counsel the concerned ministry in a sustained
manner. A regular review of the fertiliser situation
will help the authorities to ward off the problems.

Well-done DMP

Dhaka Metropolitan Police (1)MP) has laudably
zeroed in on a particular evil contributing to city's
traffic congestion. It has spotted quite correctly,
prefabricated arches, and stages on road-sides or
right in the middle of streets as the culprit.

Although the news of the DMP going into action
to remove all such traffic obstacles will be eagerly
awaited with its comforting eftect, the task looks
easier said than done.

Apathy and appalling want of discretion on the
part of politicians or other organising groups are
the main reasons for such shocking "overnight
constructions” at the cost of commuters' comfort. If
politicians give active consideration to public
sensibilities, the task of the law enforcers will be
greatly facilitated. A consensus among the
political parties and various other associations
| and groups to abide all restrictions for the
common urban good is highly necessary for the
DMP to eventually succeed in this drive.

The most important factor for any such road-
clearing move is a no-compromise formula and
active cooperation from all members of the
society. Dhaka has long had a dispensable
| tradition of being helpless spatial victim of
grandiose pontifications. The older part of the city
is particularly prone to this tendency. Years of
tolerance have already catapulted them as the
formidable foes of city or more precisely the
traffic management. A saner display of attitude
and a shedding of little maudlin sentiment would

be great help insofar as the public thoroughfares
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last Thursday)

m&':' came back to

London from

after a couple of
months of deputation, the
movement in UK and USA was
adually reaching a pitch.
ings and ations
continued umhll;l;dhﬂ'l:!lﬂy
ssure groups eady
lormed in the British Par-
Il}:mtnl and in other sections of
the society. ation '
consisting ufm mwm
Bangladeshi nationals, staged
dramatic demonstrations and
successfully drew attention of

the international and the
cofmumunity o t cause. Lob-
bying had already been initi-

ated in some parts of Europe.
Most of these activities
undertaken under the able lead-
S i trul';:: Special
ayeed Cho v
Owversecas . of the
G-rm:nl of the l'*}“: Re-
assisted by the Central Steering
Commitiee of the Action Com-
i urateurs,
m-m. Medical
Association and other profes-
sional as well as a host
of ' 4 atled and active
residents and visitin
Bangladeshi nationals a
leaders of the UK ¢ of
various Bangladeshi political
parties the most notable of
which evidently was the Awami

O e aamiile.
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i officers
of the Pakistan H Commis-
sion became Increasi rest-

less A couple of loc re-
cruited nﬂkﬂrll?l had llrc.cg lost
their job at the initial stage
Several others were contem-
plating to pre empt action by
resigning beforehand. The
n}rmm’ly of most offi-
Cers o be hidden in a facade
of mﬁlﬂ udrt:cu Their mind
was with d anguish
and untold ““.er;tpm sin-
cercly attempted to help the
movement in all possible way,
though privately. Immedia

M a live senseof

peace and

which are the prime
issues ol life in Bangladesh, we
need to have social and
political forces 1o create peace
and maintain and defend it
Peace is basically a matter of
human ri,fhts — the rights to
live our life without fear of
devastation and violence, the

right to security ol property and

person.

In a realm of peace, the weak
are sale and the strong are just.
Peace is obviously a process of
solving what crops up because
of quarrels, conflicting inter-
ests and intolerance of dissent.
Ewen in
likes and ¥islikes actions -

ly aireed upon' m '
inferest may make the desired
peace attainable, 'the most im-
portant point of attention in
such a situation being the gen-
uine interest in peace and self-
restrained attitude towards
others.

Absence of peace illustrates
that peace is the t of cre-
ation, and realization of
dreams and developments.
Without any fear of contradic-
tion we may say that intellectu-
als. scientists. social reformers
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5ir, The new Saturday
Literature section in The
Star is a good and badly-
diversion, and outlet, for our
thinkers and intelligentsia. so
long walloping for decades in
the varieties of political ri-
ence (a different field) — an
over-spill from over-political,
thanks to the masterly inactiv-
ity of our wise political leaders.
who failed in their profession
(statecraft) to keep themselves
in power (or in the opposition)
for the major period since the
creation of adesh in 1971.

An empty brain is the devil's
workshop. and many are past
masters on how to k it busy.
This shikwa (philosophical
complaint) is an attempt
(futile?) to escape from the
tyranny of political activism —
a vicious circle of the face try-
ing to catch the pigtail
[remember Emerson?).

It is time the top leaders of
the society curtail the license
(not freedom) bestowed benignly
upon the political leaders to do
what they like — and do not
like. The general image about
the state of politics, and about
the state of political leadership,
is not a secret. it is negative,
and first-class- first.

These masters of the masses
have not been able to help ei-
ther others or themselves (in
that order). The country is in a
mess; and how far the cult of
bipolarity is going to bring
about a magical solution is
anybody's guess; regardless of
the virtual reality endlessly be-
ing liberated through the loud-
speakers. There is no life In
black and white, Let there be a
sign of life in the Literature
page. Literature is the lesser evil
— a book cannot talk back; so
let the stargazers welcome it in
the Star :

As for tﬁe com tion of the
Literature page, there are Great
Expectations. Will the page be
dominated by Sense and
Sensibilities, or Pride and
Prejudice? Will Deshi English
literature and Be i litera-
ture be treated on 50:50 basis?
or 30:707 The former is the
window to the world. Some
space has to be allott to

nglish translations from the

best in our literature
for the global . Also some
space to the non- Nobel

laureates, so that we can keep
up with the times.

It is h there will be
sponsors for talent-hunting,

siiuatiggmol angulas »
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Role of Bangladeshis in UK During
the War of Liberation

GLIMPSES OF HISTORY

with deep an,guish and untold misery. They sincerely attempted

jahan, could distiibute it o

British law-makers Some of us
also used to make clandestine
rendevous with EFengali ac-

tivists.
On the lﬂ%ﬁaw
thering in Tr Square
E‘ﬂh‘l ¢ of Justice

clared allegiance to the M

nagar governmen | Ilol'lum-
who last held the tion as
Deputy Permanerit ta-

tive 1o the UN in Mew York. had
been initialed into work as a

[ asked him yust
fection how dicdd he plan to
maintain himse . his young
wife and the new - borm da er,
since joining the Ba hi
movement wan basically a
voluntary action. Mohi n
romptly took out a drivi
icence from his pocket a
said, | needed e would earn a
3% as a caly) driver. | was
y impress¢d and recorded
this epi - on my subsequent
return to an independent
Bangladesh, st the Foreign
Office. for whatever It was

worth.
On the 27th Au
instruction of the Mu
ment. Justice Chowd
founded the first and the
largest uneofficial Bangladesh
mission, outside India. in Lon-

. at the

don The consisted of
three former di ts and
four non tic officials
from UK abroad. The mis-

sion gradually took over the
functions of Central Steer-

ing Comumittee, and planned to

I

a facade of sombre sadness. Their mind was filled
to help the movement in all possible way,

subsequently remitted {o the
government in due course.

As for my own . be-
ing away from mem
time, created some setback |
had earlier maintained laison
with Justice Chowdhury in
tmlﬁnr of Lulu Bilguis Banu.
the highily respected freedom

. fund it was decided that |
4 join the movement after
the unofficial h mis-
sion wasi set up. Meanwhile. the
Pakistan High Commission

undertake vigorous political
and diplomatic campaign for
Bangladesh and for the release,
from Pakistani ., of Sheikh
Muijib. the way he was interna-
tionally known. Its functions
were confined not in the
UK but rest of
the world, except India. The
mission was run in the name of
Bangabandhu, but all instruc-
tions to the mission came from
I:; HU]ib“.':“l' government

. likewise, reporting was
done to the latter. It also was
entrusied with the receipt of
funds raised from all sources to

be ted In a central fund,
the Ba Fund. The en-
tire fund ralsed thereby waa

nlk;ﬂ all ::ﬂnm:zrl and
stafl lo t their passports
with the Head of Chancery, who
was B non-Bengali, for “safe
custody” | refused to cal'lq:i{
Distrust widened. Shortly
thertafter. | received news that
officlals from the cantonment
wen | to our home in Dhaka and
started to a watch on the
family. | had to send words to
themn to move away from their
kncwwn address [t was difficult
and took time In the mean
time, Justice Chowdhury went
o New York to attend the UN
e ambon

It was then in the first week
of October that | was able to se-
vire connection with the Is

lamabad regime and publicly
owed allegiance to the legiti-
mate government of
Bangladesh. The highly at-
tended press conference re-
cetved wide in interna-
tional media as the defection of
the highest ranking Bengali
diplomatic officer in Europe. |
recall with the conversa-
tion we had with Anthony Mas-
carenhas. the author of The
Rape of Bangladesh which cre-
ated eat sympathy for

. He and his wife
came to dinner in our flat

'R

vent to our feelings saying
whether it took seven or seven-
teen years. it did not matter:
there was no way to work for
the monstrous military regime
any further

I had a singular
which could not be shared
others As the erstwhile politi-
cal counsellor of the Pakistan
H Commission. | had free

access to the White-

hall the seat of the British For-
| also had established
rapport with the Head of the
South Asian Division at the
FCO. lan Sutheriand, later Sir
lan and much later became con-
temporary with me both being
Ambassadors ol our respective
countries in Moscow. lan told
me then that he could no longer
receive me at the Whitehall. but

Political Accord for Peace

Political parties shou

stability and facilities a strong base for democracy

enter upon a nation

ol peace accord in order to achieve political
and development as has been done in

South Africa under Nelson Ma.ndelal writes Abdul M

have generally called upon
people to bridle forces and im

ulses d to peace and to

sh disorcler, and work for

fortification of peace, and ur
upon peace-loving forces of dif-
ferent classes and political
convictions to a truly ant-dis-
order alliance.

The government of a country
is the supreme peace-keeping
institution. having at its dis-
ﬂ“ law and pordey fosge- Lo~

with utmost professional
meal and co

and pro-
fepsiomal

independence..
has been infested
with petty and big crimes which
are retarding development and
political stability. From the
concept of democracy citizens
derive certain rights: such as.
Fxtrmst }:-f free conscience.
reedom of speech and -
sion. freedoin of mnmﬁ—
litical activity (procession
meeting, protest. demonstra-
tion. elechions reic) In recogni-
tion ol citizen s inherent right

and lor spotlighting the land-
marks in our literary land-
scape. The writers will always
be there. but where is the Critic
culture? The politicians are
keeping the nation so busy that
there is hardly any time to
stand and stare — me . the
cultivation of creativeness is a
spare-ume activity.

Where is the spare time. or
the time to spare (from poli-
tics)?

A Stranger
Dhaka

Golden streets of
Dhaka

Sir, Are not the streets of
Dhaka littered with gold?
Round-the-year road construc-
tion and repair works, con-
struction of bridges, under-
ground passes, demolition and
rebuilding of islands. road dig-
ging, c and recarpeting
are going on in full-swing with-
out any or halt.

What amount of public
money have we spent on ‘
maintenance and cleanliness of
public thoroughfares, roads,
streets and foot-paths of Dhaka
since 19477 Not less than Taka
twenty-five thousand crore ap-
pmﬂnutcty.?Whm has all
money gone? It is alleged that
sub-standard of work and infe-
rior quality of materials used
in development works have
helped the road contractors
mint jold from the weak, dirt
and roads filled "Ill"llﬁ

hundreds of pot-holes.
Is it not true that con-
tractors, engineers, law enforc-

ing personnel, hawkers, ven-
dors and mastans are earni
crores from the streets n{ﬁ'
Dhaka?

Though we are a very poor
country our small capital-city

roads are haps the costliest
MthewE 4

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street
Warl, Dhaka-1203

Animals? Fine ; but
what about humans?

Sir, From ob-:rvmf various
incidents hlﬂ:cn!ng. have got
the feeling that we are indeed
living in a strange country
where lives the animals are
more valuable than human

uflntﬁrm v diod ot
tiger a
Im-pur:'!no in Dhaka. Prompt

, a number

to choose government and hold
it accountable at the polls, po
litical parties and organiza
1ONS tical leaders and ciu-
zens in a democratic polity
have Lo undertake obligations
to refrain from incitement to
violence, crime and any form of
hatred. intimidation, reprisal,
u‘.lju?r and mischief. The vital-
ity of democracy uporn
ace and a sensitive balance
tween

afiilial to set oul a code ol con-
duct for political-parties and
organizations as well as cit-
zens, which will constitute the
hard-core ol the proposed Na-
tional Peace Accord.

The Peace Accord must have
clearly defined principles and
perimeter, and instrument and
mechanism for implementa
tion and monitoring the crucial
task in the process to restrain

dividual I'.rtulsm %ﬁﬂ;m maintain peacg.
i. i

and ¢ e u as iples may pe. *

tinet iliegal M%nd pfl' > (1) fhat in a of

sonal ta. A and national y ial
and economic L can

in the context of the prevail-
ing lllsw and un.i]‘cr n::mljun, [
would s that t itica |
parties lgig and sm[:;*li of
Bangladesh should enter upon a
National Peace Accord in order
to achieve political stability
and facilitate a strong base fcr

democr and nt &s
has been done in South Africa

under Nelson Mandela. "o
achieve this goal. it would be ¢s-

action was taken to unravel he
mystery. viscera report was
prepared within a few days :und
it was confirmed that the
animals died of poisoning. The
order was iss to take stern
action against perspns
responsible for this crime.

On the other hand, alrnost
everyday we hear news abwout
human murders and other
crimes. In most of the c:iises.
investigation is very slow. and
sometimes after a short ‘time.
investigation totally stors. In
‘some’ other cases, where
is no doubt about who are the
murderers or who are behind it.
no action is taken and they

roam I'reeg.
When is doubt atout an

unnatural death, that it might
be suicide or murder, vLitmost
effort should be applied t o bring
the truth to light. But we see the
opposite — valuable time is
wasted which may destroy
important clues anc{ even the
viscera report could not be
obtained after a very lon
period of time, and this coul
even happen in cases of very
popular persons.

This is dishearten/ing and
frightening. How can people

expect justice if it goe:s on like
this? i

Nur Jahan :
East Nasirabad, Chitta gong.

State of affair's in
public officies

Sir, Thanks are dije to Mr.
Ahmed for his timely letter on
the affairs in public offices as
he wrote in The Daily Star on 2
December 1996. Here we would
like to point out scrme more
facts:

a) The office time is from 8
am to 2:30 in Dh aka. But if
you visit offices, you will find
none of the officers «¢ office
in time. This is our national

loss in terms of “time
b) e other day. one
minister returnecl {n his
residence from the due

to of Biman fli :
huﬂmmd person:i who are
nﬂ:zd 4.8 corrupted

are still in pu of [ices.

d) The last but riot the least
point is that we do 130t know the
name of the minister who
controls the admiristration.

So. we urge the higher
authorities to contitol the snake
before it bites.

M Al
Rajshahi

be achieved. other things being
favourable.

(2) That it is the responsibil-
ity of political parties to create
a climate of peace and demo-
cratic tolerance and to desist
from preaching violence, in-
timidation. injury, mischief etc

t another ;

(3) That it is apprehensible
to harbour and protect party
members and sup to the
prejudice of the process of law
andd justice.

(4) That it is unbecoming in a
democracy to make false ga-

tions against political oppo-
nents and tell ies, even in par-
llament. against political -
ponents, and to obstruct -
cal %ﬂhcnng, procession etc.
(5) That political parties

must tolerate o ts but
must not tolerate posses-
sion of firearms, explosives and
lethal weapons.

(6] That litical parties

must desist from in erence

with;palice and security forces

in L/e ormance . EPIFI-
"‘-";E :‘."W'  tplelsers-
Ltion the national € ac-

cord it would be necessary o
constitute a national ce
council permanently with emi-
nent persons from judges,
lawyers and journalists, to be
nominated by the political par-
ties by consensus, for a tenure
of three years. The Chairman
(the Judge) and other members
shall be entitled to suitable
honorarium and reasonable fa-
cilities

The National Peace Council
shall have responsibility such
as,

(1) To investigate immediate

ol

r
nised Bangladesh as a
sovereign. i nation.

On the 16th December. the
Victory Day. the events in the

Even the delicious foods
brought by Bengali
restaurateurs became a matter

and remote causes of violence
and armed conflicts and
crimes., and devise ways and
means of dealing with the
causes and to par-
ticular incident and home
to the Prime Minister and the
political parties the results of
investigation. Such inves -
ton. however, will not
) mu"m?nr'm hq:"
[ ] -
functions of the police
security forces.
(3) To resolve political ten-
sion by way of advice. discus-
slon and persuasion.
(4) To convene as-
sembly of signa political
parties for review of the

f

gional
tuted on the model of the Na-
tional Council, with functions

may have its slative basis
for fulfilment of its aim and

' ?m'wnmr is a former In-
spector General of Police)
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OPINION

Reform of the civil service.
though long overdue, is un-
likely to come in our life time
because the existing colonial
system serves the interests of
the politico-bureaucratic co-
terie very well. The present sys-
tem allows the bureaucrats to
cnr:ijr whatever small comforts
this poor country can offer
without having to face any
question for inaction or even
wrong action. The politicians
have found it very convenient
to leave the management of the
affairs of the state with the bu-
reaucrats and engage in total
politics which also includes, as
alleged, collection of forage.
The previous government ar-
ranged a mock play of reform
hﬁ sending four secretaries
abroad for studying the civil
services of other countries. The
UNDP provided funds gener-
ously to make the 'pleasure trip’
vu—ly comifortable.

t is not surprising that Mr
Hedayet Ah (DS 12-10-96)
had proposed restructuring of
only the administrative cadre
of the civil service. But sorry,

we could not with his pro-
s regarding this matter. He
ad virtually pro another

elite service similar to the erst-
while CSP. Unfortunately, we
do not have a pleasant experi-
ence about this particular
cadre. Its members, though tal-
ented and initially dedicated,

could not deliver any good for
the . All along they have
| behaved like masters not only
of the but also of the offi-

cials of other cadres. They are
on record for consciously serv-
ing the interests of the political

and military power groups that
have been ruling tE:romuntry.

Those with practical e:ru-lcnct
know that the so called effi-
ciency of the CSPs is not a true
reflection of capability and ded-
ication, it is the weight of their
unchallen power that has
always acted in their favour
Most of them are more arrogant
than suasive and inspiring
to their subordinates.

o claim of Mr Ahmed about
competence, integrity and
loyalty of the members of the
cadre is a matter of the past.
With due respect to the honest

=

ones, | am sorry to say that
members of the cadre
also degraded and per-

A T Rashid

verted themselves. These people
have realised that power is not
enough, money is more impor-
tant for remaining at the top of
the society. Mr Ahmed had sug-
gested a lucrative economic
package for the members of the
reconstituted cadre. Hﬂulw is it
possible ignoring the other em-
p s of the republic?
ere are other reaml ad:nit:r

not supporting an elite -
istrative cadre. This is an age of
complex technology and the
government functions are ex-
tended to multifarious devel-
opment activities. For this rea-
son the top policy level people
must have technical back-

round in their respective

elds. The best talents are
needed in those areas of activi-
ties that offer the prospects of
economic progress of the coun-
try. Planning. research. teach-
ing are some of these areas. The
elite bureaucrats have failed to
deliver any innovative idea
from which the country bene-
fited substantially. The stunts
like canal digging. self-suffi-
ciency (Swanirvar) advocated
by some bureaucrats proved
agurt!vc- The country needs
humble, creative servants. not

ud, ant rulers. A

g;’-nany ll:l{-;ngkgrﬂund haﬂrﬂmm
commonsense can do the of
jobs that the senior bureaucrats
are doing now. The so called
talents that they are claimed to
possess are used for pu

other than the service the
nation
In the past. useless cosmetic

changes were made in the civil
service and those were as
reform. If a serious reform is
intended. it should be done in
its totality. My idea about re-
form is as below

1. The whole government
should be reorganised into 25
ministries. Any change in this
number should required the ap-
proval of the parliament.

2. Ministers should be the
executive heads of the min-
istries. There can be deputy
ministers for the big min-
istries

3. All officials of the
(both government an
tonomous) should be
into the same number
as there are ministries Each

Restructuring the Administrative Cadre

cadre will have the uired
number of sub tadrt;.uil'hm
should be a number of feeder
r:ﬂ::lnrte:ndlikc admlmimn.
a account, elc.

4. The secretariat should be
abolished and by min-
isterial. Each ministry should
be manned by its own cadre of-
ficials. The t nonsense of
appoin an officer of the cus-
toms cadre as an additional
secretary (Planning) of the min-
istry of education, for exampie,
must go. The administration
and audit/account cadres will
depute officials to different
ministries and their subordi-
nate organisations. The min-
istries should be small and
their functions should be con-
fined to the following : a) Poli
formulation and planning;
Co-ordination and monitoring
of the activities of the subordi-
nate oganisations: c) Inter-min-
istry liaison etc.

5. Functions of the min-
istries should be decentralised
as far as :

6. The sations under
the ministries should also be
restructured and reduced in
size.

7. The ministries may be di-
vided into the appropriate
number of divisions. each
headed by a cadre official of the
rank of a i

8. The ministers will be ac-
countable to the cabinet and the

ament for all activities ol
heir ministries.

9. At the district and thana
levels. elected re tatives
will be the heads of adminis-
tration and personnel of the
administrative cadre will act as
co-ordinators /facilitators.

10. Details of the proposed
system should be worked out in
consultation with all interested

The myth that the country
will collapse il there are no
powerful administrators at ev-
ery tier of the ma-

chinery is no longer acceptable.
mﬂz“ﬂ“‘mﬁ v

sion of re

_\
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