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SAARC law confce
in city from Dec 27
The three-day Fifth SAARC

Law Conference begins in the
city Dec 27. Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina Is e ed to
inaugurate the conlerence at the
International Conference Cen-
tre. Chief justices of the SAARC

region, judges lawyers. aca
demicians and international

legal experts from home and
abroad will attend the confer
ence, reporis BSS

Zamir made
envw to Italy

ﬂ:vtrnmtnt has ap-
pmntnd hammad Zamir at
resent Additienal Foreign
retary in the Ministry ol
Fur:tm Affairs, the Ambas
to the Re-

pt.xblr: u{ 1 it was officially

announdced mfd-y reports
BSS.

Dr Gill new
-
Indian CEC
NEW DELHI. Dec | |: Election
Commissioner Dr M S Gill, was
today appointed the Chief Elec
tion Commissioner (CEC),
was announced here
Dr Gill, a former ulture
. would T N Se-
shan retires ioday Dr Gill
was ted election com-
missioner on

mber 30,
1993 along with

G Krnishna-
t0o broad-base the const-

Lok Sabha Speaker

NEW DELHI. Dec 11: A high
powered team of Bang]adtsh
members of Parliament and se-
nior officials led by

|

jmahal and Bhogo
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Hasina-Gowda formal talks begin

NEW DELHI. Dec 11:
Bangladesh and India are ex-

cted to sign a long-term
Ec ges water-sharing agree-
m::nt tomorrow ending a two-
decade old dispute on the issue
between the two countries, offi-

cials concerned said here today.

The duration of the hl;;ngg
agreement is likely to
years, they added.

The accord is likely to carry
provisions for a review
after every five It will be
a comprehensive document
having around 130 clauses. Of-
ficials said that the quantum of

walter could not be specified now -

x L

water-sharing accord today

From M Anwarul Huq

and some last minute c es
were likely in‘this regard. But it
is likely to be more than that
under 1977 Accord, they fur-
ther added.

A joint monitoring comimit-
tee would also be set up as part
of the agreement. The flow of
water that adesh is gning
to get will be determined in |
cycles of 10-day period for a to-
tal of 150 days, covering the
five-month dry season begin-
ning on January 1.

A guaranteed flow for the 10-
day leanest period of end April
which is marked by critical
low flow, will be :naun:

s o — _—— =

desh sources added.
angladesh officials, who
are riow here with the PM said
that the accord would enable
the country to go for a long term
water resources management
policy.

It would also enable the
country to take up a water ua.a%c
policy. expand irrigation facil-
ities, help regenerate the dead
rivers like Gorai and Arial Kha,
they noted.

Crucial donor support for
undertaking the Ganges barrage
project for multi urp-us: water
usage could also be sought after

the signing of the proposed long

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina being received by her Indian counterpart H D Deve Gowda
at the Rashtrapati Bhaban (presidential palace) yesterday

AFP/UNB photo

First step towards resolving other issues: Gowda

Water accord stepping stone

NEW DELHI. Dec 11 Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina said
torght that the l'.lnﬁ:: water
shar
during visit hclt be a
momentous occasion in bilat
eral relations and a stepping
stone for greater cooperation
between Bangladesh and India,
reports BSS

Applauding the vllu:hlr
support and undrrltlndl
her Indian counterp n1
Deve Gowda. for reac hin‘ lul;h
an agreement, the Prime Minis-
ter said her country wanted to
resolve this vexing issue once
lor all.

Addressing a hosted
Deve Gowda in her honour
S Hasina laid importance

on Laking bold steps o forge a
truly meaningful cooperation
between the two countries

for greater cooperatlon- PM

Sheikh Hasina sald there is
no doubt about the existence of
a firm political will among the
pl‘f‘ll:'ﬂi leaderships of the two

bourt ountries. "1 am
k-mlrlynﬁnppy that the pre
sent government of India has
reciprocated our determination
to move ahead in our bilateral

rrlnuunn.“ she added She
deeply appreciated the unwa

nlg wraonal commitment of
the Indian Prime Minister in
this regard

The Prime Minister said

allel to the eflorts o consol
ate billateral relations there

mre vast scopes for both the
countries to enhance regional
cooperation "In SAARC we
have a lorum Lo work logether
lor improving the quality of life

of our peoples through poverty
alleviation.” she pointed oul

king about the histori-

rnl In t of relationship
between Hn Indrnh and India.
the Prime Minister said. "Fa-

ther of the nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was
inspired by the vislon of lasting
peace. amity and good neigh

sourly relations between the
two couniries The foundation
of this policy was laid during

his first official visit to In
Indeed she saidd It Is on

natural that Bangladesh nnd
India remain the best of
iriends Both can gain much
from « ation and collective
eflors ¢ have lImmense po

tentials From trade and com

merce 1o joint venture initia

lives 1o collective harnessing of
COMIMon resources. windows of
opportunities are awailing to be
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All about Farakka & water-sharing

Farakka Barrage on the
Ganges is situated between Ra
bangola in
Murshidabad distnct in the In

dian State of West Bengal The
is 18 KM upsiream from

border
At the verbal request of the
then Indian Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Mu
jibur Rahman agreed 1o Lesl
runming of the Farakka Bar-
rage.
ag"l:"lm barr:
tional on
A short
Hgllﬂ between
i 18,

at a glance

By Staff Correspondent
* The length of the man bar-
rage is (constructed with a
l-mglhuﬂﬂl'&m height 23
metre. pond level 22 metre and

nhﬂalmdﬂltﬂg:tn

* The six-metre deep feeder
canal of the has a total
of 38.3 km and its width

botiom is 150 88 metre.

* Planning for the Farakka
Barrage started in 195] and
construction work on
January 30. 1961. The age
was in 1974.

* Construction of the feeder
canal in 1971 and was
am:ﬁelg‘l::m?4

* The barrage was con-
structed at a cost of Indian Rs
156 crore and the feeder canal
at Rs 44 crore. The whole
was completed at a cost of Rs
200 crore.

became opera

i 21. 1975
Lerm HE}U Was
sh and

19‘?5

Star Report

Farakka Lon
+ on May |16

March ook
976 under the
eadership of Moulana
Bhashani to protest India s uni
lateral decision of withdrawing
waler at Farakka point

Bangladesh raised the

Farakka issue with the United

Nations on November 26 1976

A consensus slatement was

adopted by the UN General As

sembly and Hangiladrlh and

India subsequently agreed to
Sewe Page 12 Col 3
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Rashid

Dhaka, Delhi sign long-term

term accord, the officials said.

BSS adds: Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and her Indian
coun . H D Deve Gowda, at
their formal talks here this
evening discussed the draft
treaty, a Bangladesh spokes-
man said.

Held at the Hydarabad bha-
ban, the talks between the two
prime ministers, lasted more
than an hour during which both
sides discussed the 'entire
gamut’' of bilateral relations be-
tween the two bours.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, Water Resources

See Page 12Col 8

Reception at
Rastrapati
Bhaban

NEW DELHI, Dec 11: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina was
today accorded a ceremonial re-
ception at the forecourt of the
Rastrapati Bhaban. reports
BSS.

Indian Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda received the Ba
ladesh leader as she arrived t
Rastrapati Bhaban from the
Palam Ai in a motorcade.

“The me Minister was
taken to a tastefully decorated
dais from where she took salute
of the smartly turned out con-
tingent drawn from the three
services, She also inspected the
guard.

The Indian Prime Minister
then introduced his cabinet col-
leagues and high officials to
her. The Bangladesh leader also
introduced her entourage mem-
bers to her counterpart.

Later talking to the awaiting
journalists the Prime Minister

said the sharing of the Ganges
water between the two countries
would be settled by tomorrow. I
came to India at the invitation

“ee Page 12 Col 8

Dec 26

The holy Lailatul Barat
[Shab-e- Barat) will be observed

i on Dec 26. a press release of Is-

lamic Foundation Bangladesh
said vesterday. reports BSS.

It said a meeting of National
Moon-sighting Committee. held
in the city yesterday. took an
unanimous decision that 1417
Hizri month would start from
Dec 13

Secretary of the Religious
Affairs Ministry and vice pres-
ident of the National Moon-
sighting Conunitiee. A B M Ab-
(lus Shakur presided over the
meeting

Col Shahnar
confesses

In court
By Staff Correspondent
Col (retd) Shahriar Rashid
Khan. one of the accused In the
August |5 killing case of 1975,

made a confessional statement
in the coun of Alzalur Rahman

Metropolitan Magistrate. yes-
terday. according to courl
sOuUrces

He made the confessional
statement when he was pro
duced before the court after the
end of his five-day remand.

Shahriar is also allegedly
involved in the November 5
hllling- in the Dhaka Central
Jal

The CID had Laken him on
remand on November 30 in
:;mir:;:uun with the Serniabat
murder case, | with the
Ramna thana u:j&[l’nbu 3. by
Shahanara Begum, wife of

Serniabat's son and chief whip.
Abul Hasnat Abdullah

(ol Rashid’s garments
factory attached
By Staff Correspondent

The court yesterday issued
an order attaching a garments
People's garments,

Col (retd) Abdur
andaker. said Gul-

shan An accused in the
August 15 cases, Rashid |
has been

—r
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.‘m e:hlhltmn of photographs on the War of Liberation by Shafiqul Ialam&wupan at the
Fine Arts Institute, Dhaka University, yesterday.

Colourful programmes
launched by more socio-cul-
tural organisations marking
the Silver Jubilee of Victory
Day added to the frsu\rc atmo-
sphere in the city K_r

The Sammilltn Sangs itik
Jote started its week-long cul-
tural functions in six stages in
the university area and at the
Central Shaheed Minar

At the Central Shaheed
Minar., group songs were ren-
dered Kranti, Madhabilata

and [ngchl and tribal dance
was performed by Dokua Songs
were rendered by Suman
Mojumdar., Abida Sultana.
Masudduzzaman Babu. Mili
Afroz and Lili Islam. Kamal
Lohani recalled the memories
of 1971 in the reminiscence
session.

In the Munir Chowdhury
Monch at the Doel Chhatar,
dramas were staged by
Rajdhani Theatre. Sanglap

Group Theatre, and Dhaka

Theatre.

From the Zahir Raihan
Monch, two films “"Abar Tora
Manush Ha" and "Sareng Bou”
were screened.

in the Jainil Abedin Monch

at the TSC cmsaukﬂ "boul”

25th V-Day

By Staff Correspondent

songs were rendered by Shefali
Ghosh, Sham Sunder Baishnab,
Babul Baul, Motaleb Dewan,
Amena Akter, Siraj Boyati,
Baul Mostafa Kamal, Arju Ali
Boyati and Mohammad Nazim
Sarker.

In the Jahanara
Monch at the Shahbag
artistes of different cultural
EJO ps recited poems while a

k fair was at 4
the Shahidullah Kaiser nm:h.
A cottage industry fair was also
opened in front of the Bangla
Academy.

A reminiscence meetin
held at the Muktijoddha Monch

alcrda afternoon. Organised

y tijoddha Sangsad
H.cndrm Cunmmnd Council, the
meeting was addressed by State
Minister for Information Abu
Sayed. general secretary of
Bangladesh Workers Part
Rashed Khan Menon, OBC
Dutt BU, Abdul Ahahad Chow-
dhury, and Mohammad Ali
Chowdhury.
Abu Sayeed In his speech

Imam

was

" Mir Shawkat tells V-Day rally

Zia as acting president
proclaimed independence

By Staff Correspondent

BNFP vice-chairman and a
sector commander in the
Liberation War Lt Gen (retd) Mir
Ali said yesterday
then Major Ziaur

that the

| Rahman. as "Acting President

and chief of the Armmed Forces”™,
proclaimed the independence
and launching of the Liberation
War from Kalurghat radio sta-
tion on March 26, 1971

In su rt of his contention,
Mir Shawkat said Home
Minister Maj (retd)] Rafiqul
Islam, who was also a sector
commander, as admitted the
'fact’ at a Silver Jublhtt;tlehru-
tion J}roﬁnmmt recently.

‘No sector commander can

distort the history of the great
war. .. no matter which y he
belongs to.,” he sald while

bflenkjnu at a public rally in the
t

Contradicting Awami

League's claim that Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman proclaimed
the independence through his
March 7. 1971 speech, the BNP
leader said. "Had it been so.
then *hi the war did not begin
on M 7 and why the mem-
bers the East Bengal
Regiment were killed due to
lack of their rations for
the war? And what was the
preparations for the Bengalee
army officers to fight the war
against a modern army of
Pakistan?"

He further added, "We, the
members of the East Bengal
Regiment. were ready to Ig t
for ndence and A
declaration from Sheikh Mujib
on March 7. But we failed to un-
derstand his March 7 speech”.
The East Bengal t could
easily disarm the Pakistani

See Page 12 Col 4

of

Five Unicef initiatives
against child labour

Bangladesh havin
6.3 million labouring children.
can eliminate child labour fol-
lowing the initiative of gar-
ments sector, reports UNB.

This was stated officials
while launching Unicef's an-
nual child rwoﬂ titled "The
State of the id's Children
1997 in Dhaka ]

There were some 10, 500
child labourers in count
garments sector of whom 8,

about

u:nu- schools fol-
| lows t inftiative of the
BOGM nicef and ILO.

They signed a memorandum
of (MOU) in July,

1995 to identify under-aged
children working in the sector,
remove them in a phased man-
ner over a time period.

those in appropriate a-
tional programmes with a

thly stipend and offer the
chlldrcnn jobs to qualified

adult family members.

"The success of the MOU has
already sent a to all
other sectors where children
are . particularly the
informal nﬂ:tnr said Qaxzi
Shamsul Alam., member of
Planning Commission and
chairman of Joint Government
Uniicef Group.

5 Uribcef P hct.m Rolf C
arriere sa L piﬂleeﬂn‘

MOU has succeeded in

out a very number of

resdlypentd wnglomemrolid o

t and placing them in
scC

'mi win-win-win formula

d-uh‘:. achieved .i::Thch the in-

stry. a win of

the lndlhnnwﬂu.
Sé¢ Page 12 Col 2

Al concern at police 'repression'

The Amnesty International
(Al) has expressed concern over
reporied police repression on
citizens and urged the govern-
meni! o investigate into such
incidents of police violence,

The visiting chief of the
Amnesty International, Ross
Daniels urged the government
to follow international human
rights laws as regards prisoners
inc

"“Criminals should be pun-
ished. But no punishment
should wviolate the interna-
tional code of human rights~
Daniels said at a press confer-
ence in the city ruurdny

At least incidents of

By Staff Correspondent
death, 12 of torture, seven of
rape in police custody and 11
incidents of death in jail cus-
tody were reported during the

riod between July | and

ovember 24 this year, Abbas
Faiz, research officer of the Al
for Asia and the Pacific, sald at

the conference
e information on wviola-

tion of human rights (In
adesh were gathered from
pubiished s in national

dailies. relatives of the victimas,
and in some cases, from the
victims and witnesses. he said

Political arties I:n
while in the
sition drﬂ-ntl'_r criticise the

use of the Special Powers Act
(SPA). observed Abbas Faiz. Al-
though t term the SPA a
black law, they retain it while
in power, he noted.

About excesses', he re
ferred to the case of Soyem
Mahmud Tuhin, who lllqedhr
committed suicide by ha
himself from a water pipe
shoe lace in the tollet of Hnu
lnhftl Police while in ¢

hin was arrested by palice on

October 16

He also mentioned the case
of Zobaida Rashid as an ‘In-
stance of torture' In cu-u:dy
Zobaida Rashid, wife of

See Page 12 Cal |
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Festive mood all around

emphasised the need to depict
the true history of the
Liberation War. He urged all
concerned to come forward to
build up the 'Sonar Bangla' as
dreamt by the Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. A cultural
function followed the reminis-
cence meeting.

On the second day of the
week-long victo ay pro-

ammes of Bangla Academy,

bindra songs were rendered
by renowned singers of the
country.

Another reminiscence meet-
ing was held at the Children's
auditorium of the National
Museum. Presided over by Prof
Mostafa Nurul Islam. the
meeting was addressed by Home
Minister Rafiqul Islam BU and
Mahbub Uddin Ahmed.

The Joy Bangla Sangskritik
Oikya Jote organised at the
Ramna Batamul a discussion
meeting on "The role of stu-
dents., teachers, politicians,
service holders, and cultural ac-
tivists in the Liberation War of

Chowdhury. the meeting was
See Page 12 Col |

Tk 500 cr project for
connecting JMB

rail road okayed

The government has TElvcn
the go-ahead signal to a
crore project for the construc-
tion of a c-unnrcunF railway
road of Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge (JMB] from Jog:lcvpur to
Sir#an%. reports UNB.
7-kilometre rail road
roject was approved by the
xecutive Committee ol the
National Economic Council
(ECNEC) meeting held yesterday
with the alternate Chairman of
ECNEC, Finance Minister Shah
A M S Kibria, in the chair.

A part of the t cost, Tk
195 crore. will come as project
aid. The other portion of the
connecting road from Eira_lganﬂ
to Parbatipur Dual Gauge wi
be approved later when propos-
als are received.

The ECNEC meeting also ap-
proved another five develop-
ment projects with involve-
ment of Tk 493.12 crore, includ-
lnﬁ Tk 193.08 crore as project
alds.

See Page 12 Col 2

4-member body to

suggest policy on

circuit-breaker in
share trading

The government yesterday
constituted a four-member

committee to 4 on
the circuit-bre which may
allow wider Eke fluctuations
of shares of the companies hav-

ing strong fundamentals, re-
ports UNB.

Finance Secretary Dr Akbar
Ali Khan has been made chair-
man of the committee, formed
on by the Fed-
eration of adesh Cham-
bers of Commerce and
(FBCCI) to stabilise the st
market.

Chairman of the Securities
and Exchange Commission
(SEC) Dr Harun-ar-Rashid,
and Dhaka Stock
Exchange Chairman Imtiyaz

See Page 12 Cal 7

Ershad granted
bail in gold

smuggling case

By SC Correspondent

The Mh Court yesterday
frlnled to former t

{ M Ershad in the m:]d smug-

r dh‘iamn bench of the HC

comprising Justice Badrul
Islam Chowdhury and Justice
:.dl Hasan Amin granted the

il.

The same bench on Decem-
ber 10 ted another bail

Ershad in the Rader
rchase Case.

It was alleged in the goild
ugling hat Bernard
l.!.:dl.lr lca:rﬂtlln national,

See Page 12 Col 2




