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Naga tribals kill 30 |

bus passengers

GAUHATL. India. Dec 10 :
Suspected separatist rebels
stopped a bus of Christmas
shoppers in a remote Indian
state and sprayed automatic
fire on the passengers. killing
30 people. inc three chil-
dren. ice said Tuesday. re-
ports

Monday's massacre was the
worst violence in the ongoing
conflict between warring tribes
in Nagaland. a northeastern
Indian state that borders
Myanmar

Another 31 people were in-
jured in the shooti
admitted 10 the ary hospi-
tal in Dimapur. about 2.5
kilometers east of New Delhi.

The bus rented for a shop-

ing trip in Dimapur by wvil-
agers of the Kuki community. a
minority in Nagaland, was at-

tacked by 15 suspected members
of the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland, said 5.5
Tripathi. police chief of
Dimapur.

The bus was 64 peo-

ple. of whom only three man-
aged to escape unhurt. from the
predominately Kuki village of

Athibung.
After stopping the bus, the
gunmen asked if there were
s of the predominant

. Most were

swered. they stood at the door of
the bus and fired with AK-47s
and other automalic weapons,
Tripathi said. quoting wit-
nesses who were in another bus

coming from Dimapur.

Silajdzic nominated

as co-chairman

SARAJEVO, Dec 10: Bosnia's
main Mushm party on Monday
nominated wartime Prime
Minister Haris Silajdzic to
serve as co-chairman of the
newly formed central govern-
ment, state television reported,
says Reuter,

The move, which has to be
formally ap by an inter-
ethnic parliament, confirmed
media speculation that
Silajdzic would be chosen for

ilajdzic resigned as pre-
mier after breaking with the
Nationalist Muslim Party of
Democratic Action (SDA) in
1995, and formed a rival party
to back his own campaign for
president in the country’s first
-war elections this year.

Silajdzic lost to Alija
Izetbegovic of the SDA, who
now heads the three-man col-

Naga tribe. When nobody an- lective presidency.
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Yeltsin leaves his country house :
Russian President Boris Yeltsin left his country house outside
Moscow by a hdic'lo[uu Monday for another residence further
north where he will “complete his convalescence,” officials
said, AFP reports from Moscow.

Yeltsin, who underwent a c}ulntuple bypass operation on
November 5, left the ﬂﬂl&ﬂ Gorky-9 west of Moscow for
Inrht:lﬂmn“:dﬂfhekihnttm miles) nnﬂhﬁ:nt of the Russian
capital, Kremlin press service, cit news agencies.
The press service, Wtcdﬂmtrnﬂﬁtguamnfﬂt
president’s improving . said Yeltsin would “complete his
convalescence at Zavidovo, where he would continue to "work
and rest actively” for a week.

L

The N aircraft crash landed and burst into flames
at the in the Enga in central Papua New
Guinea. The was owned industrial and retail firm,

were injured as hundreds of vi went on a looting s
and fought with police in central Bdmthccmm s first
food riots in . newspapers reported yesterday. AFFP reparts
frm]'lc-DJ:" Y

Sunday at a rural market in M
Pradesh state after refused to sell wheat to

s at subsidised rates, the Indian and other
dailies said. The villages, mainly tribals. looted several sheps
of food stocks and clashed with the police: who opened fire at
the mob. Four policemen and three villagers were injured in the
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skeleton found in China: .
2lm long. six m high dinosaur skeleton has been unearthed in
a “dinosaur cmmm in North China's inner Mongolia au-
tonomous region, ua reports from Hohhot.

Chinese scientists say that the dinosaur. which had lizard-
like feet and weighted nearly 100 tons, is the la ever found
in Asia. The 'cemetery’ in the western part the Xilin Gol
Gasslands, was an of lakes and tropical forests sore
70-130 million years ago when several species of dinosaurs
dominated the area.

US-Serbia meet cancelled : . vnied

States has cancelled a meeting with Serbian President
Slobodan Milosevic to intensify pressure on the Belgrade gov-
ernment over anti-democratic moves, officials said on Monday,

Reuter reports from W
They said that Assistant of State John Kornblum
been scheduled to meet

the special envoy on Bosnia, h
Belgrade later this after a NATO meeting but
had decided to call off the visit.

The MIEI‘H'.'EFH'U

YANGON, Dec 10: One day al-
ter shutting down universities
in Yangon, Myanmar milita
government closed boys an
coed secondary schools in the
capital Tuesday to quash stu-
dents protests, reports AP,

Students and riot police
clashed over the weekend and
on Monday. Army troops were
stationed at the Kyimyindine
and Botataung campuses of

n University on Tuesday,

since last week

Barbed wire barricades
blocked streets near the
Ministry of Defense and the
capital's railway station. More

main roads in case the army
decides to close them.

The students are demanding
an end to police brutality, the
right to form a students union
and more freedom and human
rights.

Although not politically ac-

the nationwide democracy up-

aroused by an October incident
in which police allegedly beat

China's Defence Minster Chi

concerns about sales of missiles
and nuclear tec

these issues sim
ist.” Chi said at t

killed in S Arabia :
e AN
programmer and his wife were murdered at
a compound in the Saudi Arabian capital Riyadh and
Saudi ice have arrested a . & US Embassy

mmnn in Rivadh said m"m.y. ter reports from

The spokesman named the victims as Barry and
Mary Anne Bailey they were in their 50s from
Texas. but did not their hometown. Bailey, who was al-
tified his attacker by name on the way
died. His wife died earlier at a neigh-

Y. clandestine radio of the L . the
md"l‘t& did not say how their attack misfired but offi-
cials said naze

had blasted the suicide woman's boat out of
the water before could cause any damage.

Coalition in
Nauonalist New
Nat ' First Party
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SRRl et chsmen Shie sliuanats by oma—
# in 1999." Peters said.

China dismisses US
concerns about
missile-tech sale
to Pakistan, Iran

WASHINGTON, Dec

KAMPAIA Uganda Dec 10O
Every night in a town 1n north

sleep at the local hospital

1 0:
in other public bu
Haotian dismissed Monday US

of rebel groups. reports AP
A report by

Nations. issued
Nairobi, Kenva. describes these
conditions in its warning

to Iran
and Pakistan as exaggerated by

the western press. reports AFP.

‘'Some of these issues have
been exaggerated. and some of
do not ex-
start of two
days meetings with US leaders.

rebel insur 4
For 10 years resident

rebels in the north Now

Defence Secretary Willilam | threat is gr

Perry welcoming Chi to the western Uganda. the report

Fentagon with full military said. Already, fighting has

honours. said the issue of forced thousands of people to

weapons of mass destruction flee their villages in the north
be discussed Monday and | and west.

The UN Humanitarian

expressed hope for an agree-
ment

ermn Uganda about 6 000 peopie
Fifteen thousand more take

driven from their homes by fear
o
the United
last week In

that
the northern third of liganda is
in a state of crisis because of a

Yoweri Museveni has fought
the
in central and

Affairs Department says health

Y
two hot spots of student protests

were piled along the sides of

tive for several years following

rising of 1988, the students were

Rangoon Institute
Technology youths involved in
-4 dispute with a restaurant

owner.
The government's failure to
address the students’ grievances

has sparked street demonstra-
tions that have mushroomed
into the largest show of civil
dissent since 1988,

No students took to the

streets Tuesday morning, but a
statement by Human Rights
Watch Asia, an international
human rights group, said that
rotests ha spread to
andalay, Myanmar's second
largest city.
oth the Institute of
Medicine and the Institute of
Technology in Mandalay were
shut down the government
on Sunday following demon-
strations there, the group said.

The government has accused
Nobel Peace Prize winner Aun
San Suu Kyi, communists an
exile students groups of inciting
the demonstrations.

Suu Khi has been confined to
her home since Monday. She
has denied the accusations.

branding them “ridiculous.”

On Tuesday, she was permit-
ted to meet with hgh:d:“ of her
political party at ome,

Seven members of her
were arrested over the weekend

on suspicion of taking part in
the demonstrations, Human
Rights Watch Asila said.

On Monday, riot police

chased hundreds of student

tors through the streets of
angon. Hundreds more from
Dagon Universitly across the
Yangon River. attempting to

reach the site of the protests by
buses, were turned back by
troops.

Late at night, troops also
chased people gathered at a
downtown Yangon intersection
near the medical school.

Students could be heard
chanting their demands from
inside a school dormitory.

Intelligence officers detained
an Agency France Presse
reporter who had been follow-
ing the demonstrations and in-
terrogated him for four hours,
seizing his film. ‘

At least three freelance

filmi

HR Watch Asia alleges arrests in Yangon
Myanmar junta closes secondary

schools to quash more protests

of

{::yurnallatn have been ed
the authorities as they
search for whoever has been
the stydent demonstra-
tions for Cable News Network.

A Japanese journalist and
his Burmese reporter were
badly beaten by police last
week

AFP adds: Human Rights
Watch Asia on Monday criti-
cised the arrests of at least 500
people in connection with stu-
dent demonstrations in
Myanmar, s AFP.

"With the situation growing
increasingly critical, we urge
the government to allow the UN
special ra r to Myanmar,

jsoomer ah... to visit the
country immedidtely and con-
duct an 1ndc%endmt investiga-
tion into the arrests and
demonstrations,” said Sidney
Jones, the group's Executive
Director.

Classes were suspended at
Yangon universities and a |
area of the city remained sealed
off Monday following the most
defiant student demonstrations
seen in Myanmar since a mili-
tary crackdown in 1988,

Major government faces its first
week as a minority

Neville Stack writes from London

The British government is
facing its first week as a minor-
ity. Although it still has a tech-
nical lead of one., two of its
backbench MPs — for different
reasons — have refused to guar-
antee

On

y. Labour is vir-
tually certain to hold on to the
safe seat in the Barnsley by-
election. Then the minority
status is confirmed.

The tion could be re-
stored il Prime Minister John
Major decides to call a by-elec-
tion in the Wirral, caused lg the
death of Conservative Barry
Porter, but it is unlikely that. in
the present mood of disfavour.
it could be won back.

However' Major still has an
overall majority if he can rely
on the votes of the six Ulster
Unionists, who generally vote
with the Conservatives. But
they will be watching out for
their won interests in the trou-
bled province, and will not sup-
port the government automati-

cally.

“We will consider vote
on its merits.” said Unionist
leader David mble. = -

On Thursdey. Mr Mafor ¥
face his cgi in a non-c
ﬂthllt o Europe. He will-

eartened. however., by an ad-

vertisement placed in the Times
by the European Movement and
signed by a cross-party
“"coalition.” including
Conservative MPs and party
grandees like former foreign
secretary Lord Howe,

This demands that Britain
“takes a committed, positive
approach to the European

nion, which constitutes the
best available means to ad
vance British power and influ
ence in the world.’

| -

| i

Some 200 nurses from public hospitals raise their fists i

mand an im

One of the Conservative sig-
natories, Hugh Dvykes, MP, de-
scribed the party's mood as
“turmoil.” But while he was

;g;king. fellow Tory MP
Gorman. on of the origi-
nal eight Euro-sceptic maver-
icks, announced that when par-
llament resumes next month

LT

|_put forward a bill

gﬁ&"a rrferrndum!ﬂn
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UV AL wek@nat! Mr Major Avill

be in a minorily again. wh@®n he
flies to Dublin to attend the EU
heads of government confer
ence. Although he will have
backers., like Denmark.
Sweeden and Spain. for some of
his proposals. the rest of the 15
statles have made it clear that
they do not regard Britain as a
whole-hearted participant in
the Emml design. Among other
sticking-points. Major will
strongly oppose altering the ba
sic treaty. which allows (or a
national veto and replacing it

with a “qualified” majority
voling.

But as far as the explosive
single currency issue is con-
cerned. Major is adamant that
It is in Britain s best interests
to wait until the moment of de-
cision, either next June or after
France and Germany have led
the first wave into monetary
union. '

This wait-and-see policy
which is shared by Opposition
leader

Tony Blair. has incensed the
British Euro-sceptics. But Mr
Major will not be moved.

The question now that is ob-
sessing MPs and the media is —
will Mr Major become so fed up
of trving to keep his disinte-
grating party together than he
will call a snap election in
January or March

The bookmakers William
Hill certainly think so. They
reduced the odds on January fo

16-1
Mother Teresa

improving

CALCUTTA. Dec '10: Mother
Teresa's besnt and kidney func-

lionimg was, ,improvin
Tuesday. ﬂ

concerned about a imfec-
tion that has delaved her re-

lease from the hospital. reports

hphr Devi Shetty. chief cardio-

surgeon at the BM Birla Heart

Research Centre. said he was

encouraged that the 86-year -old

nun s pulse was slowing after -
beating too fast in recent weeks.

Doctors were waiting until her

other organs had strengthened
before attempting to treat her

irregular heartbeal with drugs

or a mild electric shock
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n the
nt of their working conditions in front of the Health and Welfare
Ministry in Tokve on Mondav

o

air during a protest to de-
— AFP/UNR pheto

US concermed at

Ukraine's bid to
sell missiles to
Libya

WASHINGTON, Dec 10: The
White House said Monday it was
concerned about a report that
Ukraine has agreed to sell
short-range ballistic missiles
to Libya and service that coun-
try's Russian-made sub-
marines, reports AFP,

White House spokesman
Michael McCurry would not
comment directly about the
“alleged intelligence report” in
Monday's Washington Times,
citing the administration's
policy of silence on CLA mat-
ters.

“But suffice to say we have
very real concerns about non-
proliferation... and very real
concerns about the actions of
the government of Libya and
you can imagine it would raise
those concerns very directly.”
McCurry said

Citing a secret Central
Intelligence Agency report. the
Times said two Ukrainian “en-
tities™ had concluded two

nts worth 510 million
dollars with the regime of
Libyan leader Moamer Gaddafi.

Move against Deuba

A SUmmIans

KATHMANDU Dec 10: The
Nepal Parllament will meet

next Monday to decide a vote of
confidence against Prime
Minster Sher Bahadur Deuba
brought by the Communist op-
position. reports AFP

A royal statement read over
state radio today said the spe
cial session was ordered by Ki
Birendra after 102 members o
Farliament submilted a peti
tion

The opposition Communist
parties have been ginr{i by
some dissident members of the
extreme right-win National
Democratic Party (NDP). which
is imrt of the ruling coalition
with Deuba's Nepali Congress
and the Nepal Goodwill Party.

Irag remains
source of
concern, say
GCC leaders

DOHA. Dec 10° Gulf Arab
leaders said at the end of a
three-day summit that they re
main deeply worried about
Iraq’'s failure to completely

dismantle its weapons of mass
destruction, reports AP
They also called on non
Arab across the Gull the Gulf to
out of three small Gulf is-
ands claimed by the United
Arab Emirates and pursue
peaceful methods to settle the
problem. including taking the
dupu“' te to the World Court in

Hague
The Gulf leaders. in a com-
munigue issued at the end of
their summit, said that Irans
mmm of missiles on the
posed a threat to their
security.
also e COTCETT
at what they called Iran's ef-
forts te acquire conventional
and mass desiruction weapons

which by far exceeded iis
“legitimate defence needa ”
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Princess Diana (L) and Liz Tilberis (R) arrive at the
Costume Institute Gala on Monday at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York. The gala marked the opening
of the exhibition “Christian Dior” at the museum. Liz
Tilbheris is co-chair of the event. —AFP/UNB photo

Di's new haircut did
more than her words

LONDON, The Princess of Wales, sporting a new, sassy
haircut, on Monday addressed the International Federation of
Anti-Leprosy Associations (ILEP), but her hair made more J an
impact than her words, reports AFP.

In an address during the ILEP's 30 meeting, Diana said she
always made a point of touching lepers to show they were not to
be feared. ]

"On each occasion ['ve been deeply moved both by the level
of suffering and also by the efforts made to deal with the
condition™ of lepers, she said.

"It has always been my concern to touch people with leprosy
— Irying to show in a simple action that they are not reviled,
nor are we repulsed.”

Meanwhile eyes were riveted on the princess, who was
sporting a red jacket, a black knee length skirt and shorter,
streamlined haircut. defined by hairdressers as the "wind swept

Compensation or a joke ?

NEW DELHI: An Indian has been awarded seven rupees (20
cents) as monthly compensation for the death of his son at the
Re;_r;.ds of Sikh separatists, a newspaper said Tuesday, reports

H. Suresh Kumar, an engineer, was among 15 civilians shot
dead in the northern state of Punjab in 1992 at the height of
Sikh militancy.

The Times said his father, who lived in the country's south,
was recently informed by the Punjab government that he would
get seven rupees every month for loss of his son.

The disbelieving father was quoted as sa nﬁ the amount

-:"‘,i“?“-',“‘?d.‘,l .'li:tch him eyen a ol rice. ,

I'do it for you’

HONG KONG: A H businessman tried to rob a bank
in an bid to stop his girlfriend from jilting him, reports AFP.

Yuen Sai-Wa. 33, raided a Ho i(nng bank branch on Ma
27. after his girlfriend threatened to leave him when he fell
behind on the rent for their love-nest. the high court was told
Monday.

Yuen's girlfriend was also alleged to have ask money to pa
for treatment for her sick father. Y

Yuen's wife divorced him after he was forced to give up his
convenience store and sell his clothes factory in China to pa
business debts. He later sought comfort from the new girlfri :

In desperation, Yuen raided the bank. but he panicked after
the teller raised the alarm.

' NATO moving ahead to
expand military alliance
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BRUSSELS, Dec 10: The 16
NATO foreign ministers are set
to announce a July summit to
expand the alliance with at
least three Central and East
European countries, probably
in 1999, reports AP.

The projected eastward en-
largement of the military al
liance in alarming to Russia. To
allay the concerns, Us
Secrelary of State Warren
Christopher is proposing a new
charter linking NATO to
Moscow

The minister, who begin a
two-day meeting Tuesday, plan
to authorize Secretary-General
Javier Solana to open talks
with Russia on the charter.
Christopher, meanwhile, is
meeting here with Foreign
Minister Yevgeny Primakov,
noping Russia's participation
in NA peacekeeping opera-
uons in Bosnia is a precedent
for smooth relations with
Moscow

Christopher also is looking
to the allies to endorse US de-
mands that Serbian President
Slobodan Milosevic open a dia-
logue with op tion leaders
and ize last month's mu-
nicipal e s. He threatened
renewed sanction's unless
Milosevic complied.

European stability and
peace in the Balkans could be at
stake, Christopher said at a
news conference Monday after
arriving for NATO's winter
meeting on his final overseas
trip as secretary of state.

Opposition candidates won
last month's municipal elec-
tions in Belgrade and a number
of other cities. Serbian courts —
and Milosevic — have refused to
recognized the results, citing
ungll:rcuﬂtd irregularities.

hough criticizing the
Serbian actions, Christopher
was restrained in his comments
about Milosevic, who helped
negotiate the Bosnia peace ac-

cords last year.
"Milosevic has shown him-
self to be a atic and flexi-

ble person.” Christopher said.
"Certainly, his conduct at
Dayton showed he has the ca-
pacity to reverse -standing
positions, and | hope will re-
verse his long-standing posi-
tions here.”
Dcm Washington, Stallr

partment spokesman Glyn
Davies said the United States
would continue "turning up the
flame” on Milosevic.

Making it clear that NATO
would go ahead with sion
despite complaints.

and education services are in 4
state of collapse and that
pant inseccurity is preventing
relief agencies from providing
even basic emergency assis

lance.
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The United Nations blamed
— the West Nile Bank
Front and the Lord s Resistance

Army — for attacks on civilians

in the north.

Based on a weeklong fact
finding mission in November
the report said a hospital in the
northern town of Lacher re-
cently started patients
whose feet were hacked off by
rebels of the Lord's Resistance

Army

Calling the attacks grave
human abuses the report
said the were maimed

The same hospital is packed
ughtly with 6 MJ;('J Ll:l who
comne to the 446k facility be
tause they are afraid to stay
home Other public bulldings
provide evening r to 15,
more, the r H

UNICEF . the children's char
ity. estimates that 3,000 school

children were abducted in 1 995

and 1996 by rebels targeting
themn as recruits

Headlines 1n Kampala's
newspapers report rebel and
government casualties in the
north, northwest and, most re-

. the west
country is under siege, "
a university ical science
researcher t The Associated
Press on condition of
anonymity. "The army Iis
{ different rebel groups
in different directions.”
Museveni, who seized power

in 1986 after a six-year war,
won a presidential vote in May
In June. Uganda held its first
legislative elections in 16 years.

Museveni brought stability
after the ruinous regimes of Idi
Amin and Milton te, but
that sterility is now threatened

by rebel groups. They include:

— The Lord's Resistance
Army It aims tqg replace
Museveni with a government
based on the Ten
Commandments Fighting
since 1988 it has become a se-
rious challenge to the army in
the north Uganda is predomi
nately Christian. with a grow-
ing Mushim ulations

— The West Nile Bank Front:
Led by a member of |di Amin's
former government, it started
fighting in 1991 and has taken
over the northwestern corner of
Uganda that borders Sudan and

Zaire
— The Allied Democratic
Force. The newest group, on
::vrml:nr 13 i n-ﬂ attack-
army positions ﬂﬂ*l
in the west from bases across
the border in Zaire It has not
declared its political objectives.
but the government says it is
made up of Muslim youths who
want an Islamic state |n
Uganda. The attacks have
forced tena of thousands of
le from their villages near
he town ol Kasese about 380
kilometres (235 miles) west of

Kampala.
- The Uganda Federal
Democratic lance: Fighting

for the establishmernt of a fed-
eration of semiautonomous re-
gons, it attacks police stations

and other : Lt L]
Pl
in Britain. :

'Uganda facing crisis as insurgency drive mounts in north’

“These rebel groups have

nothing in common. but they,

have a common facilitation
from Sudan.” presidential press
secretary Hope Kivengere said
Friday.

Sudan has denied aiding
Uganda's rebels. Instead. it ac-
cuses Uganda of aiding
Sudanese rebels. Uganda sev
ered d ic ties with Sudan
in April 1995,

Despite increasing pressure
from the legislature to reach a

political settlement with the
rebels, Museveni supports a
military solution '
"My answer is to bulld up the
army so that it becomes an im-
ant shield to the constitu-
lon,” Museven! told reporters
recently. "Our army,
by the population, has ca-
to defend the constitu-
lon

will perish " S

‘Thearing

Indian convicted
for spying in US

BOSTON. Dec 10: A busi
nessman from India was con
victed of espionage charges here
Monday but was expected to
leave the United States as part

of a deal engineered by the State
Department. reports
Aluru Prasad said he

lanned to return to India on
ednesday but had ne further
comment following a briel
in Federal Court here
He was sentenced to the 15
months he bhad served in de
tainment since his arrest

hem pleaded no contest to
the ¢ .

He was indicted in October
1998 on ¢ he tried to ob-
tain ¢ US national de-
fence information for sale to
the former Soviet Union be
tween 1985 and 1990,



