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Palliative Won’t Do

The stock market situation has been bafllingly
ironic. If the bubble had not taken a corrective turn
and continued to thrive on market distortion the
prudential interests of the small investors would |
have come to harm while the foreign portfolio
investments in the IPOs itched for capital flight.
The massive soaking up-of funds in stocks trading
awav from normal economic activities in the I
substantive sectors had heightened to a point
where worries deepened as far as the balance of
payments situation and the wider macro-economic
implications went.

On the other hand, the small investors
burgeoning interest in the capital market has been
the most positive development to have occurred in
our sluggish economy deserving to be sustained.
And it is they who have now grown restive about
and wary of the price slides which are being
otherwise regarded as values settling down to their
real indices. The small investors association
believes that ‘insider trading and syndicated deals
have been largely responsible for the price
manipulations.

Amidst acrimony and differing perceptions we
have seen how trading in the DSE came to a stand-
still since last Sunday.

Against this backdrop. the government now
plans to set up two vigilance committees
comprising representatives from the FBCCI, DSE.
CSE. SEC and the Finance Ministry to monitor
the market and review the circuit-breaker
operations. While welcoming the move we note
that this goes to meet only one of the six point
suggestion the FBCCI has made to the government
on the basis of consultations it had with the
authorities of the two stock exchanges, economists
and persons knowledgeable in stock market
matter. Actually. the recommendations that put
emphasis on transparency in the stock market
operations need to be implemented on a priority
basis to restore public confidence in the share
market.

The essential lessons would have to be drawn
from a scooping investigation into the alleged
market manipulations. Rather than just
‘collecting information’ we urge a deeper probe into
the affairs.

Gender Equality

In her speech at the Begum Rokeya Award giving
function at the Osmani Memorial Hall, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina underscored the need for
s:lnw\; co-pperation of all to libe women from
theif” confinement in hearths and homes. She
expressed her optimism that women. given the
chance, can creditably perform their duties outside
of their homes and equally contribute to the
nation-building endeavour alongside men. So far
as women's potential is concerned, question-
marks no longer hang on it. If anything is to
blame, it is the lack of opportunities for them in
our predominantly patriarchal society.

So when the prime minister calls for everyone's
initiative from their respective stations of life, we
interpret this as a step towards creating a
congenial atmosphere for all — including women —
so as to make the most of their talents. Creation of
ideal conditions for the flourishment of everyone's
natural talent is, however, a tall order. Yet, we
need to pinpoint where exactly lies the gross form
of discrimination. In this connection can we refer
to one most vital area which, when addressed
properly, can accomplish a social miracle.

The area we have in our minds is education. A
few government programmes taken up recently to
gear up girls’ education are no doubt praise-worthy.
But giving a waiver in terms of tuition fees to the
girls is not enough. Bringing all children of
schoolgoing age under the universal primary
education programme is important, but even more
important is to give them quality education and
retain them for schooling in the next phase.
Otherwise, it is meaningless to cry hoarse that we
have made education free for girl students up to
class VIII or XIl. Education for both men and
women can really change the stereo-typed
perception about men-women relations in a social
set-up. Can we take up the challenge?

DC’s Ordeal

In the eyes of muggers and robbers everyone who
possesses or carries valuables is a target. It hardly
matters whether he is a most vulnerable citizen or
a powerful civil servant. However anti-social or
hateful their acts may be, at times they too can
drive home a message or two — quite revealing in
nature. One such incident was the attack on the
deputy commissioner of Naogaon on Sunday night
while he was returning from Dhaka.

We condemn the attack but do not miss the
underlying truth that the high officials apparently
out of the thieves' or dacoits’ reach are not as
secure as they seem to be. With guards to protect
them from the harm’'s way, if the lawmen or the
top executives become vulnerable to elements who
waylay people what hope do common people have
to protect themselves ? The first-hand experience
the DC has undergone would forcefully bring this
realization to him.

The DC has stood on an equal footing with the
common run, thanks to the dacoity. We do not
plead for other officials to go through the same

harrowing experience but do hope though that they
would feel the agony through empathy and make a

ke

J. vow to eliminate the curse from our soil.
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T HE final accountability
being that rendered by
the masses at the polls,

should not the public expect the

Ilural parties 1o themselves
thﬂr candidates through
pn.- -elecloral weeding process
lo ensure Lhal Lhey pass
sure at various levels lﬂdml to
the anvil of the Ehtasah

[Accountabilityl Ordinance?
The recurrent fallure lo carry

incontrovertible
seldom has there been such
highway robbery and then a
brazen display of shameless
leigning of benign mnocence as
by the members of the univer.
sally un-lamemnted late govern
ment of Ms Benazir Bhutto Un
fortunately that is their benign
night under the laws of the land
unless they are brought to jus
tice We have 1o studiously
guard against a rush of judg
ment As columnists and jour
nalists. except for | tive
journalists like Ardeshir ( ow
asjec. Kamran Khan Kaleem
Omar etc we have seldom a«
cess to hard evidence. we simply
articulate the mass perception
In doing »o we fall into the
Caltch 22 trap of a kangaroo
courts in so lar as we mix truths
and hall truths that feed on
each other mixing these such
that the palate nFihr popula
tion becomes anxious and hun
gry to apportion blame A re
sponsibtlity devolves upon us to
verity the accuracy of what we
put dowrn In print. more so be
cause in our haste o lay accu
sations and see the loolers
brought to justice we may be
unknmrlnﬂcplayum into their
hands of ause hastily lev
elled accusations run the risk ol
being shown Lo be without depth

Sir. The
were already ng helplessly

in an unfﬂcndl}r atmosphere
have been killed the
supposed to fondle and feed
them. These unfortunate crea-
tures, made to leave their
abode, were living with men in
a cage to amuse the on-
lookers. | fail to understand
how a man can become beastly
towards a beast forgetting his
own nature. The animals were

brought in with

arantee of ﬂﬁlﬁ?ﬁ
ives. The k have failed to
protect their lives rather have
done an unpardonable crime.

There are many small zoos
in other districts as well | don't
know whether the of
unfortunate deaths at Dhaka
Zoo has reached other animals
out there. The animals are not

safe in the now because
of the hunters. Here in the
cages, too, t have been

soned to death. This pn;}

crime will not only tarmish the
image of a nation but will — and
should — enrage the environ-
mentalist and animal rights
activists.

Let there be a thorough in-
vestigation about the matter
The nation must know the mo-
tives of the killing. The crimi-
nals should be punished with-
out mercy. In the meantime, |
would request the authority
concerned to protect the lives of
all other animals presently liv-

ing in Dhaka. Rajshahi,
Rangpur and in other small
zoos of the country.

Muhbubm H:;?w Chowdhury
Surmi‘.i Bank, }?;ﬁer Office

Dhaka
Tiger skin

Sir, The police investigation
is proceeding on the
deaths of the Royal Bengal

at Dhaka Zoo.

One point is not being re-
ported: ;hat ia[the }ric: of a
‘protected’ tiger 'skin’ in
the Internatlaﬁ market?
Several lakh taka. Where these
skins have gone?

Our society has reached a

stage where supervisors are re-
3:1,'“' to supervise supervisors.
0 supervises the top-most
This is not ‘age

nl' credibility’!

Let us first have consensus
in administration, before we
I.rz; to convince the public on po-

consensus. Set your
huul: in order first,

A Zabr
Dhaka

Politics of today

Sir, It is a matter of regret to
understand from the present
ﬁ"_y‘.‘““l practices of our coun-

movers that we are
nuwh - much Mnmedh about
the ha the past.
Hlntnrypupft: r?alt:un is a]wal;'n a
golden treasure which should
enable a government in
to lead a nation in a better situ-
ation. Bul the present practices
of our Ilticlana are not In
favourable stage which are
likely to g]v: birth to problems
instead of making any im-
provement. It can in other
words be said that we are not in
a position to look ahead.

I would like to give a ready
rdﬂ'mce of Vietnam in this re-
Pn.rd people of that country

fﬂ for many years — their

and losses are end-
Im and immeasurable.
do not have time to look behind
as they want development. As a
result, people from all over the
world are rus there to In-
vest. Billlons of dollars are be-

~of the ongoing festiva

The Decontamination Process

SELF-ACCOUNTABILITY

mwmﬁﬁmmmuhmmhmw but setting

different standards for broadly similar situations would not only amount to sheer hypocrisy,

it may invite reaction from his intending supporters

grace this ’ﬂl’

country but in all fairmess till

n so to say.
what is available is at best
prima-facie evidence though
one daresays pretty conclusive
in the face his miraculous
to riches™ story with no
fact to back up his sudden en
richment. not even his meager
lax paymenis a businessiman
without an office e for the
e'll‘-nhd room in the s House
atever the provocation and
howsover big temptation for
hin arrnuntﬂlr, wr have 1O
stay strictly within the rule of
law | ¢ the evidence must be
able to stand up in a count of law
as well as in the court of public
. The yardstick of public
1"ptlnn alone could also find
some people in the PML (N]
Rullty of misdemeanor
Here lies the crux of the
, @0 our lraders have be
rnurngr of conviction to stand
pto the mass perception if they
hurlir‘!rr the lmilvl.du al to he In

nocent or will their will falter
at the altar ol political pragima
lism?” Ms Henazir stonewalls

the lact ol her husbhand e
crook  vet political antmal that
ahe Is discretion dictated that

his bLeing kept away from the
nmediate political process
albe1l lor reasons of his being

in jail
nouncenent

lo gquote a PPP (BZ) an
In eflect she has

not too far
that Vietnam is not much be-
hind than many developed
countries ol the present world.
It is true that politcal situation
in Vietnam is far more stable
than ours, but why cant we ry
to do so instead of running after
each ml;:huld avoiding the
current lﬂﬂﬂu‘y’-’
Mmltla:m

serious attention both by the
government and the opposition.

- - Right to veto

Sir. Under all norms ol
International Law. a country.

which is in default of payment
of UN membership fu:- years.
not only loses its right to be

member of the UN Security
Council, but also to exercise its

veto power.

Abu M Faiz
Dhaka- 1207
Where is the spirit?

Sir. By virtue of our genetic
engineering we are becoming
able to be acquainted with
newer and newer evil genes re-
sponsible for our disabling dis-
eases. But what about the gene
concerned with our social dis-
ease manifested by corruption.
terrorism, idleness and so,
povertyl?) Yes._ it is not surpris-
ing that a new gene has taken
its birth in our chromosome
which is responsible for our
moral death.

We have crossed a long time
— twenty-five years — after our
independence and are celebrat-
ing now the Silver Jubilee of
our Liberation War. | {eel proud
about it but not with utmost sat-
isfaction. We failed to keep the
spirit alive of the then pro-
Liberation attitude in our deeds
and thoughts or to show due re-
spect toward honesty, sincerity
and patriotism. Instead of that
anti-Liberation and anti-

evil forces are in force
that trend has also brought
about a change at our genetic
level {mutat]tunl which over the
past as become so ma-
tl.u'l:dul‘l"lj:t it can r:ripxle our
thoughts and senses. A social
cancer which has crippled in
following our independence is
still being nourished and
strengthened by our own ill-
thoughts and inhuman prac-
tices.

But we can do something
about it. and | believe, there are
still some possibilities to save
the nation as well as our future
generations form ill effects.

Most important target of all
efforts should be our children,
because their fresh and tender
minds are more capable of re-
celving a new and t
are free from Mk pammg{
u:lltin soclal disease. We

to let them be edu-

I:ltudln t of our glorious
s way, a gradual

pﬂr"!ﬂﬁ': r:h ed to
ace ng us able to get

rid of the polluted thought in
the future, pe £
Recent pledges made by our
new government are very en-
couraging. Various progrmmes
must
help put some positive effects
on ourselves and will develop
our insight to some extent
which is the prerequisite for
any further development.
Though it is a matter of time
and sacrifice to reach the goal.
I'm hopeful and request every-
to unite and take oath to
be what we want to be during the
Silver Jubilee celebrations.

Dr Kallyan Kishore Debnath
40, Free School Street
Kathal Bagan, Dhaka- 1205

default given in to the court
public opinion instead of try-
as she used

ing to brazen it out
o do e g. to quote her im the in
terview with BBC's David Frost

asked her about corruption
among her inner circle. "Cor-
ruption? What corruption? Be-
cause she knows that all that is
laid out inst Zardari is true.
A stand must be based on prin-

ciples but in the greater public
interest is there room for com-
promise?” Except for 1993 when
in a supreme display of per

sonal sacrifice Mian Nawaz
Shartf compromised by volun-

tarily relinquishing power to
avoid harm from coming to the
State. our major political lead

ers have hardly ever risen to the
level of special responsibility

take the consequences as a mat-
ter of principle Obwiously the
cleansing process done by the
political parties will be more
attuned to the reaction of the
public rather any scientific
ocess of engquiry To his credit
ian Nawaz secms 10 be
srﬂuu: about self-accountabil-
y insofar as ht has stated his
mtmuun to carefully
intending applicants m
IN] tickets, even asking for
r-nmaints from the general

pu _

imran Khan's Tehrik-i-In-
saaflTl) has already shown that
whatever the al strength
of the idates. unless
his/her credentials are clean
they will not contest on TI's
party ticket. As a measure of re-

AS I SEEIT

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

and commitment that comes
out of standing on principles
On the other hand the few
leaders with principles that we
have had have got a short shrift
from this nation | ¢ all except
the Quaid A frustrating exam
L!‘llr for all of us is that of Air
arshal (Hetd] Aaghar Khan a
man whao has always suflered at
the polls bes anne he has not al
lowed his principles to be
eroded by pragmatism 1f politi
cal parties carry ot prre eles
tara sell accountability an
enormnknis burden will be taken
ofl the mechaninm of the
Ehtasab process and the re-
:funﬂhilll'r thereol for s lack
success will be squarely on
the shoulders of our top politi
com 1 e il they are prepared Lo

verse sell aceountability. hard

core PPP members down the
lirie are deserting in droves to
nther lactions mainly to the
FI'P (Shaheed Bhuttn) headed
by Mir Murtaza = widow_ (:h

inwa Bhutto The exodus of the
have nots has leflt the PP |BZ)
sAcldlled mostly with rrooks To
expect her to da any dlransing
ol Zardaris "Knights of the
{ rooked Table' wonald he an fu

tile awn thlnu for the muwm To
bridge o looming credibility gap

atul stem the political rot e
nazir has brought out of medicl
nal mothhballs and p'rrn.-rr'l into
merviee her hall senile hall

demented mother an Rehnuma
(Patron) of her [action of PPP
The poor old lady, hardly kn-

ows what's happening around

OPINION

her but at least may have the
satisfaction (in her brief
flashes of sanity) at being put
back on the al from
which she was cast by her "bor-

nagain da ter a few rr.arn
ago This is same

political entity who no hcslta—
tion in su with the devil

leg. her lining up with arch en-
emy President Ghuhm Ishaq
Khan in 1993) Zardaris' I'uck)'
friends may well end up as

ufkrm sacrificial tahi:
of Ms s frustrated am-
bitions for her future. By the
noises emanating from his fa-
ther Hakim Ali Zardari. so
may Zardari

tu self-account-

Mﬁ t.rﬁlﬁltl'h

-rh:tl ‘s
f hnmt with res t to his
brother. Mian Sharif
Acc

to sendor PML [N)
leaders with plenty of credibil-
ity and not given to blind wor-
ship Shahbaz is not a
vastly misunderstood man
very wrongly crucified by

opintont It is a devil a
sra situation. to volun

withdraw Shahbaz s name
woild be to accept the onus of
Zuilt as per the public percep-
tion as a fait accompli and thus
rondernn him without benefit
of enguiry and tral. not to do
s0 would arouse the cynicism of
the masses as to Mian Sahib s
commitmen! to seif-account:
ability He r!r:;had his share of
st Tutiny u the microscope
by a whole lot of agencies over
the past three years On the
nther hand among Mian

Sahib s close compatriots, Syed
(ihouse Al Shah T:lw
an Chief Minister of in
the mid- 80s are extremely well
known to Karachites and can be
wrll documented even a decade

or so later |f Shahbaz Sharif
deserves a fair chance, should

Shah Sahib be thrown to the
wolves without real evidence
being presented? The catch-22
is that given the awesome public
knowledge about Ghouse Ali
blic -
pu cynicismm allowing him
to enter the electoral hustings
under the PML (N) colours?
One must not deny that Mian
Sahib seems to be serious about

his “decontamination pro-
gramme” but setti different
standards for y similar
situations would not only

amount to sheer hypocrisy, it
mav invite reaction from his

e . o

single-
““"""""L e g or i

nf international private
in'rﬂtlgatht agencies to sort
out details of real es-
tate. financial transactions. etc
abroad but the results were less
than satisfactory for the prose

cutors empioyed by the then

mlﬁgmmtﬂmthq
2o slow” imstructions from

Auf Zardari? In all fairmess the
fact remains that not a single
charge could be against
the Sharif firrily existing
reports must be taken over hy
the Ehtasab Commission and if
the s are negative then
Il‘rhﬁleﬁtafdcuhﬁshmﬂdunm

To its credit the Caretaker
Government has tightened con-
trols across the l:n}an:l in t!ﬂr
tion laws 1o coOrTupt
pre and post Pﬂ”"i rh-: T
ment that follows m”
product of this «leansi
cess While a few rascals witl
still manage to slip thro the
accountability net the funda
mental responstbility of the
major political leaders is to en
sure decontamination to ensure
unscrupulous. dishonest politi
cians never take part ]n the

rlectoral process

While decontamination
musi not become an exercise in
self-exorcism. a sl com
mitment of self e clean
credentials will be the acid test
of political leadership.

Political Le

N national pwlitics any
where in  the workd. a
person who possesses the

to sway public opinion,
who knows how to command
the nerves ol the ple. who
has the ability to anticipate
accurately the effects of a
certain course ol action on the
public and who knows the
p.ﬂt of w'inm and holding
affection is a

grt-ﬂ l:u:t H I;‘ the
charishmatie ledder “of the
people and the pivotal peoint of
themyin times of crisis and is
the right person who can be
trusted to obtain all out

quali

spontaneous co-operation of

the people lor any planned
metamorphosis. Such rson
commands the highest virtue
for holding the highest public
offices in any . But un-
fortunately it appears to be dif-
ferent in Bangladesh. Though
genesis of Bangladesh cherish a
glorious liberation war with
spontaneous participation of

its le yet it could not rid
o TG Eegiry o T viohmain pat
in upbringing its political
leader-ship.

As the history of democratic
leadership ol this part of the
world does not go the fag
end of the British we easily
find that two elements i.e.
wealth and western education
were the principal criteria for
political leadership not much
of it influenced by the masses in
gnera] Almost all the political

ders even of lesser lights in

litical firmament in British
ndia had one thing in common
that either they were wealthy or
had TLn wcstirhn education.

ough their c

was to emancipate the mtﬁoal
land from the British subj
tion yet we may not strai t—

 away dismiss their aim to bring

the people under the subjuga-
tion of the wealthy and western
educated elite of indigenous
origin. Meticulous observation
provides ample evidence that
efforts were seldom made to
rear up the leadership of com-
mon people rather they were
averied in different ways. Their
right to politics and bureau-
cracy was wllful]y denied with
an alm to keep the venues open
and clear for exploiting them
anyway.
The trend continued to pre-
vail and ly enhanced af-
ter independence in the then
new republic of Pakistan. In or-
der to nnnelf recruited in-a
litica y the incumbent
evltlhly needed comparable
wealth, rich family d
and western education
Common people with no men-
tionable wealth. poor family

tﬂround inadequate educa-
degrees 'v.»'irtt.ImlII*_wr had nu
aAccess in a tical party.
if they mnnr* ln a
party. never lhc'y were nomi-
nated for any election. The tra-
dition was peremptorily im-
lemented in civil and military
ﬁurcaucrlcy Even if any one ol
a common family extraordi
narily qualified lor civil or
military bureaucracy. efforts
were made to reject him on fam
ily background instead of en
couragement. Common people
of East Pakistan suffered o hukfc-
disparity and remained highly
hackward as a corollary of this
policy.
The painful tragedy was that
the politicians did not make
attempts to identify them-
selves with the people but
started identifying with the b
reaucrats instead Thus re
cruitment in political institu
lions mainly came from two
elite sources First was from the

\ rich group of people who en.

.divided into two groups

gacy —

Proletariat Interest

by Abdul Latif Molla

myrd coercive authority on the

ﬁruplt by dint ol their
wralt Secondly. il was

through the prestigious Ser-
vices Selection Boards and the
~ Public Service (Commission. Of

 egurse there was an exceptional

lnruﬂ_t bul it was the yeakest
El hrough eleetion process
was never [ree, lair and
iull}r participated the people.
This group. the politicians par
excellence nmﬂy succumbed to
the coercion of the traditional
group. As a result none re-
mained in the governance of the
country from among the masses
to secure their rights. What-so-
ever was decided and done by
those politicians. the common
masses had to bow down to that
either willingly or unwillingly.
After emergence of
Bangladesh through a bloody
liberation war participated by
all and sundry. it was expected
that the political scenario
would undergo massive vicissi-

tudes through mass public
awareness and political leaders
would also emerge from

amongst them as their repre-
sentatives. Those leaders would
have their heads wrapped by the
unclean napkins uIP the peas-
ants and feet lirmly planted in
their muddy padd}r elds. The
traditional elite group, the ar-
rogant bureaucracy and the ed-
ucated erudites would yield at
the common people with
nascent respect and notl arro-
. But it did not materialise
e to the old mechanism of
representation process prepared
by the old vested group. So what
we see today is the same old
wine in a new bottle.

Of course it will be a great in-
ustice if we do not mention
ere with respect that the archi-

tect of Bangladesh, the excep-
tional great leader ol this land.
the father of the nation. Ba
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man had a clear vision in this
regard. We remember his bold
utterance, -"The world today is
— the
exploiters and the exploited, |
am with the exploited.” He en-
deavoured to mould the politics
of this country in that light and
direction. But unfortunately he
was left alone au he was imme-
-:llau:l int . surrounded

nally ki ]cd brutally by
th-use vested groups who did not
want their authoritarian. and
paternal flint to escape from
their grips. This group waa not
content with the emergen
resentative politics nf mﬂ:
masses as they were not ready
to forego the pursuit of power
which yielded loaves for thcm
at the cost of the masses. One
thln% which these groups of

e whether in politics or
profession  business or  gov
ernment share amojig them
selves is o osel of common inter
est andl conmmandery

B0 we perceived that the

vahant freedom lighters of that
group also ¢ rl'nﬂr'd tor their orig
inal affinity immediately after

the brutal killing of the great
leader Here also 1t may be an
other injustice it we do nnt
mention the sacrifice of the
hero ol the hberation war

@uader Siddigui and others in
revolt against the group But

their resistance could not in
hibit the recapturing of the en
tire politics of the country by
that group.

Since then the politics of
Bangladesh has again phmﬁ‘d
into original patriarchal

swoop, driven aloof from the
masses. Seen in this the
apparent ([democratic?) struggle
between the government and
the opposition parties may be
alleﬂuprgfally cu;lﬂltrlitd :I a
struggle obviously for bread and
butter

the same origin. all ef
combining together behind the
screen against the proletarin
interest.

Conspicuously it is evident
that supports for both the gov-
ernment and the opposition
reach them from varsities, col-
leges. bars and bureaucrats. It
does nol touch the masses who
have remained largely unef-
fected by the political c
in the cm.lntry.p:.lm }mng;:
leader in Bangladesh can claim
a mass following nor is there a
movement involvin the
masses. In that sense rlrc-
independent movement of the
Awami League can be termed as
a mass m:& in mthc and
spirit, ipat entire
pﬂipulamnrpatheyhgndtmm
the reasons for it.

Hitherto Iitu:al in

constituted by the ulcl w.--r.l:g
groups and an added recipe i.e.
the touts and the so called
cadres. The parties are urban
based having very feeble pres-
ence in the rural society. Specu-
latively the touts are the
strength in rural areas and
cadres in urban areas. The re-
sult is. the rural masses are not
politically conscious even aﬂu'
guartcr century of
om and I‘.hcy are kept tactﬁﬂ.ly
aloof from representation in
the tics of country.
ere exists an unpalatable
gl.-:p between the politicians and -
e masses. Even today there is
a strong notion t in the
rural as well as urban masses
that politics is a business of
dishonest, corrupt and
people who can
and earn unfairly. Good
themselves aloof from this
unfair business. So they are
reluctant to turm up for voting
whenever there is an election.
This provides an advantage
to the stronger parties to resort
to rigging. false voting and
adopting all sorts of unfair
means to bring out their candi-
dates victorious with the
lessness or support of the
polling authorities. Those touts
and cadres play the vital role in
the vicious we
attach significant i
to 1991 and 1996 general elec-
tions under non-party govern-
ments yet there is no luck for
the masses as the candidates
were from the same groups. So
the masses remain always un-
represented this or that what-
S0EVED
These politicians keep their
heads firmly wrapped in the
clean bureancratic headgear
and simply desire their teet 1o
he lightly placed in the peas
ants paddy fields The bureau
cracy represents the most edu
cated the most powerful and
the most orgamsed group ol
men This group never changes
its authoritarian attitude and
hehaviour towards the common
people of the country An offi
cial however big or petty usu
ally stands in superior — infe:
oY rrlanmmhir with the peo*®
ple. He thinks he helongs to a
privileged rlass and if he meets

ordinary pﬁq}lr on equal terms
it will lower xi;rrrstur Con ‘:‘l’“m by any
trolled and gu this group - '

between the two of .

properties gained through
rupt practices by the culprits

were ever confiscated or

taken to task for the heinous
offences. We hear now also the
corrupts will have to face the
law but fear that ultimately
legal
en :
to the same class These

talks may act as lullables to put
us in deeper sleep for the pro-
tection ol the singers
cronies. We may see only in the
dreams the fruits of indepen-

Denial of

politicians cannot come
nul nf lhﬂr clutches and prefer
to abandone public interest in
order to protect Lheir identical
interest of exploitation Seen in
this light there appears Lo be
nothing absurd when threats
come with impunity from a
flamboyant political tycoon to
conflagrate the entire country
in anticipation of filing cor-
ruption cases against his leader
and appropriate aclions are

avoided against the officials for
rampant corruption. misbehay-
jors with the members of the
public. negligence to duties and
misuse ol public properties.
These appear (o be reciprocal
good gestures.

The power ol the bureaucracy
to influence the character of the
government is greatl
augmented by loreign aid
influence. Foreign aid not only
deterred the social adjustment
which would otherwise b-:m
forced upon different grou
adversity. it also open Lhe
doors of political irresponsi-
bility. After all the most power-
ful weapon by which the people
can control the rulers is their
votes and taxes. But if the gov-
ernment far from depending on
the people for funds, ures.
sciarce lood for them. this
weapon loses its effectiveness.
Besides. the channel of distri-
bution of aid created a vested
initerest in foreign aid and per-
mitted a much greater say to the
aid giving agencies in the inter-
nal affairs of the country.

But the politicians wink at
and show a compromising atti-
tude towards all these factors as
they are more in the trousers of
the vested quarters than of the
masses. They remain sojourn-
ers in their own country only to
see the streams ol developments
through their highly coloured

gaasc:étmuﬁak the same

all-
thoritarian behaviour not
withstanding. understand the
language of democracy. They
can speak its idioms and de-
liver fine talks on it but never
understand the language of the
masses. This might not happen
if the leaders were of the status

of the one described in the first

paragraph. They would really I

represent the masses in the
state functions.
It will thus be seen that

‘somehow or other such is the

milieu of our society that words
and concepts so pleasing to the
ears and so fair in our minds
turn so lr}iucr in the political
context of our time. Dﬂ'rncrl(‘[v
fair elections, streams of deve
opment, social justice, and all
other lofty talks seemingly tend
to conceal the naked pursuit ol
wer of minority and its at-
1pts to perpetuate its holds

over the masses and never to al-

leviate their hard lots.

We heard about stringent ac-
tions against the (‘ﬂITuplS an-d
the culprits in the |im
never saw practically thlt
Cor-

actions may nol be
on them as they

oWt




