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Myanmar junta closes

secondary schools to
quash more protests

Naga tribals kill 30 bus
passengers
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Today's issue of The Dhily
Stxr contains a two-page
su ton IDLC
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CommeémoratiVve
stam ps

Post Office will
release a set of two tmmmmw 2
rative stamps at
Tk 4 and 10, and a first day
cover valued at Tk 6 on the oc-
casion of the 50th anniversary
of UNICEF. A ial canceller
will be used on the occasion.
said a press release yesterday,
reports UNB.

AL city bodies
m eet today

A joint meeting of city and
district committee presidents
and secretaries of Awami

and its front organisa-
tions will be held at its central
office in the city at 5 pm today
“Ug a press release, reporis

.hpanele envoy
hosts reception

The Ambassador of Japan Lo
Buvdaduh held a reception in
the city yesterday evening in
celebration of the birthday ol
the Emperor of Japan. The re

was attended by minis-

ters. liticians. diplomats,
jcu.lmamu high ﬂﬂlﬂl:i]i and
elite of the city, reports BSS

N orwegian grant
will receive 14.8

million Norwegian kroner.
t to Tk 10.00 crore.
from Norway as grant under an

agreement in the city
yesterday. fund will be
utilised f::nr development of ru-

ral electrification prﬁrammt
in Bangladesh by way ol supply-
ing wooden to the Rural
Electrification Beoard (REB)
Joint Secretary of Economic

Lehno the agreement on
beha]f of their respective

governments. reports U

Codld wave claims
25 in Pakistan

KARACHI. Dec 10 At least 25
people have died during the past
two days as a severe cold wave

southern Pakistan's

. officials and

residents said today. Seven

. inclu five heroin

died in hi while
another five died in H

160 kilometres northeast of

here, social welfare officials

sald. Another 13 people. inchud-

hgmanddrugm

were reported dead in various

towns and villages in Sindh

province, reports AFFP.
6 arrested for
hunting deer
KHULNA. Dec 10 Police on
persons,
deer. fifteen

kilogrammes of deer meat and
four guns. al Koikhali under

 Shyamnagar thana of Sat-
khira about 100 kms
from here to a'report
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long-term Ganges water

sources.
The draft of the

Bangladesh Prime

nance Minister res

l-mll.m?hn

Bllt later
Air Force.

was also nt.

the sources said.

Earﬂ, talking
going to be
replied, 'lvri

8 Draft accord ready :

NEW DELHI, Dec 10: Dhaka is o

Guaranteed quantum during dry s

25-yr water accord likely

From M Anwarul Haq

about clinching a
ent with Delhi for at

least 256 years that would ensure a guaranteed gquantum
og;mtha dry season, according to

ment is now ready to be signed by
ister Sheikh Hasina and her Indian
Deve Gowda on Thursday.

% at the Delhl -irport this mo
was received External Affairs Minister 1 K
and Jyoti Bm and Dr Ashim
ively of t
her on the drl!t mement at a close-
at the airport, the sources
ft for Ajmeer in a special aircraft of the Indian

Indian premier Deve Gowda and Jyoti Basu had earlier
held one round of discussion yesterday, in which I K Gujral

placed Bangladesh

Chief Minister ﬂ Fi-
e Indian state of West

The draft has been finalised after hectic rounds of p
and telephonic conversations in Delhi, Dhaka and ﬂnlnuttn.

to :Ih::i ;umnpn::unt this afternoon,
an the water agreem

ed.” Asked for det::il, the seasoned politician
not tell in now."

ent is

“at the Tnairs Caffdnl Thternational Afrport ned?¥ New Delhl™

The proposed "breakthrou
possible due to the vision and

AS0nN

h water accord" is being
of the leaders of the two

countries, the sources said uldin& it will usher in a new

horizon of good neighbourliness

India.

Although the contents of the pro

htin& E:L .:ecr:l. l::d t::;hnnnanh

Inng-term accord of at least 25
that a 'sufficient qul.ntum wo

season from January-May

tween Bangladesh and

ment are

?oh many landmark
for a

i be and
!;.e:: "Hdﬁdn‘-t;: dry

According l.n the lu the quantum of water would be

decided on a

ter at Far

period.
The draft envi

sources said.

The Ganges water flow is goi
riods for a total of 1

of 10-day

season. 10-da

month of April wi
agreement so that Banglad

based on the availabili
a pnint durin; the dry season and
that B-:ﬁlulnh would receive much
u received under the mini-

more water than 'what is act
mum guarantee clause signed in

cycle of the leanest peri
receive s

“I:wcul mention in ti:n

mbaamrnduf:-t-hhﬂmr

of wa-
e lean

977 Water Agreement,’' the

be charted out in 15 cycles
days that com the dry
during the

roposed

every year during the tenure of the proposed agreement.
See Page 12 Col 8
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Prime Minizter Sheikh Hasgina was rm:mwd I:-3Ir !ndlan Hmtster for External Affairs Inder
Kumar Guyral (R) and West Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti Basu _{I..l vanterdz # her arnval

I

Gorai now a virtual sand bed

KHUSTIA. Dec 10: Ferry
service between Kushtia and
Rajbari has been suspe A%
the Gorai river, a tributary ol
the Padma. has dried up.

The ferry service came to a
halt following a notification is-
sued by the and
Department. It said that a bal-
ley bridge would be installed
soon to resume traffic move-
ment.

With the advent of the dry
scason and the falling water
level of the Padma, the Goral
has turned into a virtual sand
bed.

The Padma and its tribu

From Our Correspondent

taries dried up during the dry
season because of the unilateral
withdrawal of the Ganges water
India at Farakka Barrage in
absence of any agreement to

share its water with
Bangladesh, the lower riparian
country, since | 988

Gorai plays a vital part in
maintaining the eco-system in
the south-west as well asn sus
taining farming under Ganges
Kobadak project. irrigating
thousands of hectares of land

For the past few years the
problem compou with the
GK project unable to provide
enough water for {armers dur

e

Padma at Hardinge Bridge duning dry season.

Jai Jai Din
HC asks Editor

not to repeat

such comments

By SC Correspondent

The High Court yesterday
admonished the weekly Jai Jai
Din and asked it not io repeat
such editorial comments and to

| publish the entire

judgement
within 15 days after receiving

it.

The High Court discharged
the rule issued the edi-
tor of the weekly Shafik
Rehman in the con CASE.

The division bench of the HC

Justice Md Moza-

mmel H and Justice Md

:liiullllthhgﬂlﬂrﬁ.:dg:mt

ve importance sepa

r:tim?nfﬂtjtﬂdaryfrmntm
executive.

The court observed that
since Shafik Rehman was ha-
rassed several times in the past,
ousted from the . his
weekly was banned and eX-

remorse and sorrows

Emmm-ﬂ
See Page 12 Col 2

Crackdown on illegal |

dr¥|r gmund waler level
dﬂrllnrd in the area forcing
farmers to burrow deeper into
the aquifer to irrigate their
lands.

Salinity in river waters in
the Khulna and Jessore region
increased with the drying up of
the Goral

Besides the Goral. the
Mahananda, Boral. Korotoa,
Atral, Punarbhava, Pagla and

Nagar rivers, which depend on
the Padma for their flow, also
dried up lorming shoals on
thetr heds

s —

mgrants begins
in Malaysia Jan 1

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 10
The government has proposed
canings and stiffer fines and
jail sentences for smugglers of
illegal immigrants. news re-
ports said today. reports AP

The move is part of a na
tional crackdown on the grow
ing number of illegal immi-

ants, most of them from In-

nesia. the Philippines and
Bangladesh. The government

fears the immigrants could

trtng social and dis-
Dn Monday. the Y min-

ister of home affairs, Ju-

rnid t Ayub, said about
30.000 were at the
Thai-Malaysia border waiting
to crossover into the country.
He said forces wou
try to stop them.

He alse said that a national
crackdown om illegal immi-

grants would begin on January
|

The Immigration Act will be
amended in the current sitting
of parliament to require :mua

glers to pay for the immigr
maintenance and

the New Straits Times rq:urtui

E-m s will face a maxi-
mum of 50.000 ringgit
(20. {JUU dnll:r:i imprisonment
between two to five years as well

as six strokes of the cane, the
New Straits Times says.

Those found guiity of forging
or altering a visa, pass
or certificate will a mini-
mum five-year term, a fine
of 30,000-100,000 ringgi
uimmmm six
strokes of the cane

There are about 2 000000
immigrants in the country.
most of them illegal.

“phote™ To*ﬁ‘m

Hasina-Gujral
talks at
Delhi airport

NEW DELHI. Dec 10: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina ar-
rived here this moming on a
three-day visit at the invitation
of Indian Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda, s BSS.

She was received by Indian
External Affairs Minister IK
Gujral at the Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport

Chief Minister of West Ben-

al Jyoti Basu and Finance
inister of West Bengal Dr
Ashim Das Gupta. were also
present at the airport to greet
the Ba leader.

Shortly after arrival.
Hasina and Guijral held talks on
bilateral issues.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad. Water Resources
and Flood Control Minister
Abdur Razzak were present dur-
ing the meeting.

Jyoti Basu and Dr Ashim
Das a were also

A Bangladesh cial de-
scribed the hour-long meeting
held at the VVIP lounge at the
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Preaid.ént Sﬁ.a“ﬁ.ahuddin Ahmed pl;;i-iig wreaths at the

Central Shaheed Minar yesterday.
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Restructure JS
Task Force,
demands BNP

By Staff Correspondent

BNP has demanded restruc-
turing of the Jaliya Sangsad
Task Force (JS to ensure
“proper representation” in it
and enable the main o rgg:rmunn
Pan}' to play its due n its

nctioning

The dl:mnnd was made at a

conference addressed by

some top leaders of the party

esterday. It was held at the

into Road official residence of
the Leader of the tion.

"The speaker constituted it
JSTF) in consultation with the
leader of the House and the rul-
ing party.” Chief of the
DE ition in Parliament
Khandaker Delwar Hossain
said at the press conlerence
which

in the Houses Profl A Q M
Badruddoza Chowdhury and
BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan.

"Neither the opposition
leader nor her deputy or myself
or any lawmaker of our party
was aware of the formation of
the JSTF. By doing so, the JSTF
has been made rtisan and
people of their choice are being
sent abroad on study tour.
Besides, people are also being
recruited for the project without
holding any meeting of the
JSTF." war said.

The JSTF was formed earlier
to study functioning of parlia-
ments of some countries and
suggest measures for better
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By Staff Correspondent

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed yesterday regretted that
no healthy political culture had
been developed in the country.

"With great regret, we see
that no healthy political cul-
ture has gruwn in the country,
he said adding that the political
leaders and their supporters are
wasting their energy bickering
over each others pasts.

"They can't rise above parti-
san interests to concentrate on
the future of the country all the
time,"” the President said. "If
they cannot reach a consensus
on major problems of the coun-
try. it would hamper the

,proﬁ;css of the nation."

e President was address-
ing the inaugural session of the
week-long "Bijoy Utsab”
(Victory festival), organised by
Sammilito Sangskritik Jote at
the Central Shaheed Minar in
celebration of the Silver Jubilee

See Page 12 Col 1

Body to prepare
draft bill for
introducing

Grameen Court
Star Report

The government has set up a
nine-member committee
headed by Law Secretary Amin-
ullah to prepare a draft bill for
introducing Grameen Court at
the union and village levels, ac-
cording to official sources.

The other members of the
committee are: Khandaker
Muhammad Abu Bakr, solici-
tor, Abul Bashar Bhuiyan, Md
Sohail Hossain, both joint sec-
retaries in the law ministry,
Justice Kazi Habibul Awal, sec-
retary ol the Law Commission,
Iktidar Ahmed, director of the
Judicial Training Institute and
Anwarul Huq. NI Khan and Mu-

See Page 12 Col 8
DMP starts removing
stages blocking
city roads

luncu_uninﬁ ol l# Jatiya “ By Staff Correspondent

Suramll:ahd
to maintain

'low profile’

From Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI. Dec 10;. Com-
ments by Suranjit Sen ta.
MF and Parlianﬂ-ma airs
Adviser to the Pﬂmfr{(inistrr.
has raised controversy in polit-
ical circles here

Suranjit. who had earlier led
a six-member parliamentary
delegation to Canada and the
United Kingdom arrived here
Saturday night. Suranjit has
been asked by the government
to maintain a low proflle’ here,

Ser Page 12 Col 7

25,000 tonnes
of urea to be
imported
this month

The government will import
25,000 tonnes of urea in the
current month through inter-
national tender, re BSS.

Another | B0, lonnes of
urea will armive in the country
during January and February
next, a BCIC press relcase said

yesterday
The government will get
1.55. tonnes of urea from

Karnaphuli Fertiliser Company
(KAFCO) under two conlracts
signed recently to meet the re-
quirement in the coming peak
AN
The import decision has
been Laken to meet the peak
secason demands as ermn-
ment-owned Chittagong Urea
:mlllu;tzﬁjury Ltdnd(.tum
as sus its production
due to severe gas Eloﬂlit Al
Bakhrabad gas field. the press
release said.

Radar Purchase Case
HC upholds

rejection of
Ershad’s bail

A High Court division bench
ycﬂerdlr upheld the order of
ection of bail by a
lr bunal in a criminal c:l.l:
nst deposed President
g::nd. reports UNB.
The tribunal had re-

jected accused-prisoner Er-
hend-

shad's bail appre
ing that if former chief ex-
ecutive of the republic was en-

s S g

nﬂuukmulhellldlr

Purchase Case.
I:nh-d nﬂﬂuhﬂud#
m-c-
cudmm_

ul’ﬂuurlﬁ'lhtlu
I.Il' force from an American
ny at exorbitant price

duwhhrwu loss
of Tk 34 crore to the na

The Hlﬁu Court bench com-
prising Justice Badrul Islam

See Page 12 col §

Brief trading at DSE

By Staff Correspondent

Trading at the Dhaka Stock
Exchange (DSE) resumed yes-
terday after a two-day forced
closure due to a sit-in staged by
a group of kerb market traders.

As the kerb market traders
earlier withdrew their agitation
programme following the an-
nouncement of some govern-
ment measures to restore nor-
malcy in the share market.
trading at the DSE floor started
at 10:30 am and continued for
aboult two hours.

During the briel tradin
mwore than 1.12 lakh shares an
debentures valued at about Tk
4.59 crore changed hands, with
the DSE All Share Price Index
gaining 1.12 points on the day.
~ The DSE index reached
2619.47 points yesterday from
the 2618.35 points at closing on
Saturday.

The market ca
the bourse also advanced by Tk
42.27 crore reaching Tk

See Page 12 Col 6

talisation of

The Metropolitan Police
have started removing all types
of erected arches and stages
blocking roads in different
parts of the city.

Police sources said that all
the OCs in the thanas and offi-
cials concerned of the police
h;vr. been asked to remove
those tem structures.

A ﬁcnigm{iﬂ: official said
last night thc decision of re-
mnﬂnpkthc arches and stages
was taken as those structures
were creating traffic jams in the
city.

yﬁ lice officer said they had
asked the people in their area
not to erect any structure which
might hinder smooth move-
ment ol traffic.
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