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Universities cancel classes

Myanmar junta blames NLD

for instigating protests

BANGKOK. Dec 9: Myanmar
today :::uud mtnl:: of the
opposition leaders
Suu Kyi's National L-:!.'u for

(NLD),
communist activists stu-
dent exiles of instigating recent

student ﬁl-otm
"We have evidence that not

only some NLD members but
also members ol the All Burma
Student's Democratic Front and
underground elements of the
Myanmar Communist Party

are involved in this un-
rest.” a for the mili-
tary unent told Reuters by
Ltele

Meanwhile two universities
at the heart of Myanmar s stu-
dent protests cancelled classes
today, campus sources said.
raising speculation the mili-
tary government would close
the schools in an attempt to
quell growing student unrest

Dwindling attendance at the

n In:ﬂlutt of Technology
l‘t 31!; and the Yangon
University following anti-gov-
ernment student protests that

rocked the

capital Y last
ek prompied, the schoa to

Administration officials at
the institute and the university
said that although the two
schools had not been uﬂchlb'

bus
Rumours circulated of
another gat of students
outside the Institute of
Technology. diplomatic sources

told Reuters. An institute cam-
pus official. however, said there
were no demonstrations and
described the situation as calm.

Police and soldiers today
blocked access Lo roads
to the two universities,
nesses said .
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|

|

KARACHI. Pakistan, Dec 9:
A Pakistan provincial chief
minister accused
minister Benazir Bhutto on
Sunday of holding her mother
Nusrat hostage for political
eruds.

"She (Nusrat) is being heid
hostage by Benazir," Mumtaz
Bhutto, a distant cousin and
Etillucll rival of Benazir told

ters in an interview in the
southern city of Karachi.

President Farooq Leghari
who sacked Benazir Bhutto on
November 5 on disputed c hnfo
of corruption and misrule
picked Mumtaz Bhutto to the
caretaker Chiefl Minister of

Sindh province.
Once a close associate of
rs father. Zulfikar Al

Mumtaz Bhutto has
much time in the
wilderness because of his es-
pousal of Sindhi mﬂbrulhm
He did not lain how
Benazir was I)ding her
Iranian-born mnthrr hostage
or what her precise political

t be.
for the ousted
grimt minister's Pakistan
eople's Flﬂ}' denied the
f.:hl.l'ﬁ! "she (Nusrat) is
was recently dcctud as

-m:“ el
Hﬂu
of the
mllfnrtune: of her family
members — her executed father
and two brothers who died in
ted circumstances — to
win and advance her
OWTI quhtl Career.
she is u her alling
mother.” he “jdlﬂng
He said Benazir's larity
had slumped after the
September of her es-
lr hruther Murtaza. who

Iu.ru:hl . mutw mﬁ:

the tncidmt is under way
Nusrat Bhutio. 67 h.as rarely
appeared in public since
chuir s dismissal and is
g believed to be in poor

Huml:z Bhutto accused

International
Sindh CM accuses Benazir |

of holdmg Nusrat hostage

Benazir of corruption. incom-
and I.’.ulu:: to provide
w and order while she was In
power
He said were under
way against her husband, Asif
All Zardari, who was invest-
ment minister in Benazir's

" “There is evidence and
record of malpractices all the
way from the top to the bottom.”
Mumtaz Bhutto said.

He predicted that Benazir's
FPPP would not get more than a
dozen seats in the Sindh
Provincial Assembly and half
that number in the National

hzj[lﬂw house) in
provincial assembh
rl-rrtinns set for February 3

He described the political
atmosphere in Pakistan as
quite calm and said he foresaw
no security problems during the

S
Mumtaz Bhutto sald his
Sindh National Front Part
was ready to coordinate wit
Murtaza Bhutto's PPP group.

NLA in three years
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Some, 10,000 fighters of the Natmna] Liberation Army 'f‘i'LA; of lran welcume Smmdajar
Maryam Rajavi, the elected-president of the Iranmian Resistance, on her first visit to the
Rajavi, based in Paris, vowed that the "mullahs'
toppled before the turn of the century”

regime will be
— AFP/UNB photo

SC upholds Milosevic's
‘controls over local govt

BELGRADE. Dec 9: The
Serbian Supreme Court on
Sunday wupheld Slobodan
Milosevic's d on Belgrade's
local ment despite weeks
of protests in the city's streets.
The move pushed foes into a
more determined effort to drive
ill!']nseﬂc from power. reports

The opposition said eight
;'.T';i“:;“; Yo, making 40 in the

a 40 in t

S:ur of those arrested
lhll mkcru:l was badgv beaten,
opposition leaders said.

Although the conflict was
deepening, it appeared that
Milosevic was more likely to be
headed for a long s of tac-
tics and politics than turning
police loose on demonstrators.

Radomir Lazarevic, the chief
of the Belgrade election com-
peals that would have rtilg
stated opposition election vic-

tories in .
Them:mt five rea-

sons for its ruling, Lazarevic
sald. The Belgrade election

commission's appeal dealt only
with the ulmyhutd:dmt
bode well appeals involving

other cities where election vic-
tories for the opposition also
were taken away.
When the commission ap-
tn the Supreme Court on
ursday, the opposition had
nlnum it was a way for
Milosevic to defuse the daily
?ruteslu that r ularly bring
the streets.
They .mht largest and
most su against
Milosevic since he came to
in 1987.
Another 100,000 were
on the streets Sunday. Former
French culture minister Jack

Lﬂ' a member of the
ament. lent them their
t significant Western sup-

port,

—

24th FMs’ conference begins

'OIC to continue support for

Palestinian state'

JAKARTA, Dec 9: The dead-
locked Middile East peace pro-
cess is expected to dominate the
Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) foreign minis-
ters' meeting which opened here
today, reports AFP.

President Suharto of
Indonesia started the five- dnjr
meeting with a s h sayi
“In the Middle E:f (oIC
members) will continue to sup-

ort the struggle of the
alestinian people for their
right of self-determination and

the realisation of an inde -
dent state on their own m«fm
But he also called on mem-
bers of the Muslim nations um-
brella group 1o make itselfl more
efficient in facing its chal-

ﬁt need Lo more effi-
cient procedures and work

methods in running
sations our sation will
remain relevant amidst the
flow of change.” Suharto said.

[»e tes from 53 member
states of the OIC and several in-
termational Iinstitutions at
tended the annual foreign min
isters’ meeting.

Host officials had wanted to
shift the focus of discussion Lo
wards economic lssues

Xinhua adds. The 24th con
ference of foreign ministers’ of
the Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC) opened in

the organi-

Jakarta today by Indonesian
President Suharto
Indonesian Foreign

Minister Ali Alatas said in his
chairmanship that Indonesia
would like to on

ening mutual investment and
trade among lslamic nations.

“The OIC ought to spend
more time and focus on eco
nomic cooperation among
member states o enhance the

economic welfare ol Its mem
bers,” Alatas said earlier

The meeting will also elect a
new OQIC secretary general
During the five-day gathering,
the ministers will discuss cur
rent world problems including
the Arab lsrael conflict and the
conflict in Alghanistan and
Bosnia

The conlerence is the first of
its kind hosted by Indonesia
since the OIC was established In
| ety

Delegates from 53 OIC mem
ber countries, [our observer
stales and r esenlatives froin
non-OIC nations and interna
Uonal organisations are taking
part in the meeting,

Barriers from Hebron street removed

GCC leaders accuse Israel
of violating peace process

DOHA. Dec 9: Guit Arab lead-
ers on Sunday drafted a state-
ment denouncing Israeli
threats to Middle East peace af-
ter shruggmdg off Bahrauu;'s un-
precedented boyrott their
anwual '  summit,’ officidl
SOWrCes said, AFP.

Qatari Foreign Minister
Hamad Ibn Jassem Al-Thani
said the boycott, which Bahrain

to protest Qatar's han-

n:l]inf of a territorial dispute,

d not undermine the Gulf

Cooperation Council (GCC)

summit, although it “affects us
personally. ™

The leaders of GCC members
at the summit, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE),
meanwhile drafted a statement

accusing Israel of violating the
princ fgles of the peace process,
thc official Qatari news agency

Th: statement will urge
Israel to "abide by its obliga-

says from Warsaw.

missiles, AP re
Rolf Ekeus
with evidence concerning biol
long-range missiles. The co
to

rts from

Calcutta.

Sunday) and was restless for
ately went back to sleep,
mo

uid

a newspaper r
e government-
tified the man as

leEtlmntn means.”

ERIEFLY

t52Asmnsnabbedednhbo:der

Polish border police nabbed 52 Asians on Sunday as
to sneak over the country's frontier with Lithuania on their
way to Germany. the domestic PAP News Agency reported, AFP

The 43 Indians, seven Pakistanis and two Ne
discovered at an empty holiday home near Lipsk, in northeast
Poland, and face deportation after police r.i:t:mum: the route

dnd
as claimed that Iraq is playing hide-and-seek

cal and chemical
ssion he chairs was established
ismantle and to monitor Iraqi

of mass destruction. The commission was established after
Iraq's defeat in the 1991 Gulf war.

Teresa feels uncomfortable: wotner

Teresa felt a little uncomfortable Monda
deteriorated slightly - over the weeken

. n ]
-
State Security C ﬂ ;u sentenced a Bahralnj opposi

tivist to three years prison for n
eported Sunday,

uided ﬁkhhnr H.hahc News idm-
bas Yousef thamm.nJ ﬁe speci

court that issued its ruling Saturday said the {ll
tion wanted to “overthrow the

tions” outlined in the accords
with the Palestinian authority.

These include the with-
drawal from Hebron, the re-

(e bioa A48 & P desimian ar.

‘A pullout from east
Ju-unjm nnd a halt to build-
ing settlements, it said.

It also called for Israel to re-
sume negotiations with Syria
and Lebanon as well as with-
draw from the Golan Heights
and south Lebanon.

Reuter adds: The Israeli
army on Sunday removed ce-
ment barriers from a Hebron
street closed to Arab traffic two

years but denied the move
was tied to PLO demands the
road be opened to Palestinians.

the street in the
West Bank city’'s heart has been
a key Palestinian demand in
talks on implementing a lo
delayed handover by Israel o
most of Hebron.

palese were

they followed.

- .
Rolf Ekeus arrives in Ira? The chief UN
weapons inspector arrived in Iraq on Sundn¥: tdo press for proof
that Saddam Hussein's forces ha long- rm}ge

weapons and

amme to build weapons

after her condition
, AP reports from

The 86-year-old nun woke up around 1 a.m ( 19:30 GMT
a few minutes. But she immedi-
said a medical bulletin issued in the
at the B.M Birla Heart Research Center, She felt well
‘eniough to hdve a cup of tea in the morning, the statement said.
Her condition remained unchanged since Sunday, the bulletin

The-
legal orauniontion
nn or sa
om Manama.

egnl urgamla-

political, social and economic
me in the state of Bahrain using force, threats and other {l-

Mhﬂdm&mahmm $ Forty

[no;tlemt killed when a
feet) ravine in the southern Chinese province

Jr

Iraqi Trade Mlmster Mohammed Mahdi Saleh (R) and Jordanian ﬁanspon Mlmster Nasser
El-Lawzi (L) address some 300 Jordanian businessmen and industrialists during an open
dialogue in Amman Sunday. Saleh pledged Iraq's commitment to give priority to Jordanian

goods under the UN oil-for-food resolution.

_ AFP/UNB photo

Taliban terrorising ethnic
minorities in Kabul

KABUL. Dec 9: Soldiers of
the Taliban religious army
stormed into Abdullah’'s home
three weeks ago a.nnuuncmﬁ;
search for weapons, reports

They didn't find any. but the
soldiers still dragged the 25-
ear-old man away. They
ked him in a di room and

beat him, then released him
three days later without charg-
ing him with any crime.
Abdullah is an ethnic Tajik.
and his story has become a fa-
miliar one among ethnic mi-
norities, who make up rou
half the population of
t‘IFhaniulan‘s war gutted capi-

Taliban troops are mostly
ethnic Pashtuns, a majorit i
this patchwork nation of et
and religious groups. and thz
rough treatment of minorities
suggests there is more to the
movement's war than a cam-

E;:f'l to impose a strict Islamic
et

Indeed, workers for interna-
tional aid groups say ethnic
overtones are coming in-
creasingly evident on both sides
of the taf'nnmﬂ lwiith r:ivlllansr
being targeted solely because o
their ethnicity. Y

Abdullah said he planned to
leave Kabul as soon as he could
gather enough money to head

north, where the enemies of the
Taliban army are in control.

Those enemies — all from
Afghanistan's minorities.

The alliance’s two main fac-
tions are led by Rashid Dostum,
an Uzbek, and Ahmed Shah
Masood, a Tajik. Tajiks and
Uzbeks live in Afghanistan's
northern provinces

It's still not clear to many in
Kabul whether the Taliban
movement is engaged in an or-
ganised campaign of attacking
ethnic minorities, or if its lead-
ers are unable to control the
many military units patrolling
the capital.

But the result is the same.

Leghart absolved

of any wrongdoing

ISLAMABAD Dec 9 A judi-
cial Inquiry into a bankin
scandal in Pakistan lbﬂﬂ"“g
President Fnrnm; Leghart of
any wrongdoing. a report re
leased on Sunday said. reports
Reuter

‘It is the confirmed opinion
of the commission, based on the

evidence belore 11, that the alle
gations against the President

are unfounded ™ a five judge
commission found unani
mously

In 1994 then opposition
leader Nawaz Sharil accused

Leghari of accepting money
ratling officer of the private
ehran Bank Lid, via a land
iransaction involving anony
mous buyers and (ake accounts
Leghari has repeatedly de
ried the charges
The commission said the
president had sold the land but
al prices that did not exceed
market rates. The transaction
was done genuinely through the
bank and was in his name.

Tom Cruise of
Middle East!

CAIRO, Dec 9: The European
Union's special envoy for the
Middle é::lhlfMl uel Angel
Moratines on Sunday descri
himself as the Torg Cruise of
| the Middi¥ East becatise of his
"Mission: Impossibile” in the re-
gion, reports AFP.

“I'm often optimistic. My
ood [riends call me Tom Cruise
ecause of my 'Mission:

Impossible’ so I'm the Tom
Cruise ol the Middle East," he
said in a reference to the start of
the recent Hollywood action
maovie,

"Often | achieve success at
the end of my missions,” said
Moratinos, who was appointed
EU envoy in October, despite ob-
jections from [srael, in a bid to
ﬁ'w a boost to the deadlocked

iddle East peace process.

He was speaking to re
after talks with Nabil
Eu]:cy advisor to E

oreign Minister Amr

rters
ahmy,

tian
ussa,

| which centred on Israel's mili-

tary blockade of the
Palestinian self-rule territo-
ries.

Foreign policy
goals for Clinton’s
2nd term outlined

WASHINGTON, Dec 9:
President Clinton's choice as
national security adviser for
his second term outlined five

eneral foreign policy goals

unday. chief among them to
bring ussia into a democratic
and united Europe. reports AP,

Sandy Berger, in his first
interview since his a int-
ment Thursday. also t ]i'lgﬂ
TV's "This Week" the Unitcd
States will not have a perma-
nent military presence in
Bosnia, and US troops will not
be involved directly in tracking
down suspected war criminals

'[htre

Banking scandal r

form Yunus Habib. former chief

NEW DELHI. Dec 9: A sup-
rter of a jailed
med himselfl to death in a

ocal newspapers
Monday. reports AP
Police arrested 5,000

reported

Sunday. a day after federal tax
authorities arrested
Jayalalitha Jayaram
charges of receiving kickbacks
in buying color television sets.

A J

and set himself on fire
Madras, the state capital, died
in the hospital Su Y. news-
papers re ed. He was protest
ing Jayalalitha s arrest

Across Lthe state, police ar-

in

Jayalalitha after t
traffic

blocked
and hurled rocks at

Fault Lines appearing in

Fault lines are appearing
throughout the European
Unijon, the grand design that
was planned to unite the conti-
nent.

Headline-hogging dishar-
mony in becoming more com-
mon than discreet consensus as
the 15 players move towards the
:nd — the inevitable, irre-

of economic union,

bolj by the introduction

a common currency. The first
cumnutmcntu have got to be

made early next year.
But now the questio has
infected even whose

postwar remorse resulted in
nobly permitting itself to be
tied economically to France,
the ancient
The first cnncl:m of the
committed countries is how to
achieve the terms of the
Maastricht Treaty criteria,
which demand strict confor-
n:llty to the relationships be-
tween gross domestic product
(GDP) and state debt, so that the
mmm::lnbemadetnnlk
e Bs et ot
t
organisation. Ten of the 15
mhar states are certain to

R e s

\

obably meet the criteria, are
uncertain about whether

to exercise their opt-out.
The smaller states, like
Holland and Ireland, see this as
no problem, since economic
and monetary union would be
followed (nevitably by increas-
ing political union, covering de-
fence and fnr:lgn licy, and
majority voting, which would

give them d uprn ortionate
clout. .

It is in the parlinmcnlu of
the Big Four where basic issues
are now being anxiously de-
bated, but from very different
standpoints.

EHHMIEYW litical in-
stability, 1 is desperate to
stay aboard the EU.P:rhich it
sees as its own temper-
ament less volatile. France,
which only agreed by a hntna
finish to duptnlng the
European relationship, seems
mmmt to leave the politics to
its powerful executive president
but whose labour force — typi-
filed by the ultra-militant

u'uch.gnlnd hrmfhrs—mm-
riou e

stringency fnw mone-
.. The Germans, whose

e

Chancellor Helmut Kohl is
leading the charge towards
complete integration, are hav-
ing second thoughts in a bi
way. The chancellor is ol
enough to recall with revulsion
the events of fifty-odd years
EF' and this inforrns all his at-
titudes. But his political oppo-
nents are younger and by no
Mmeans so sensitive to history's
lessons.

This is not to say that
Britain's role in Europe is de-
structive. Far from it. No state
has a better record of compli-,
ance with directives from
Brussels headquarters. London
leads In all matfers of free

trade, de-regulation and com-
tion. In many fields, such as
nance, electronics and com-
munications, it is indeed the
en se centre of Europ:
But 'Euro-scepticism” domi-
nates the political and media
. If Labour gets elected,
ne will become much more
nperaﬂvc but Tony Blair, its
leader, has his own sceptics too.
But Britain is, and alwuyn
was, a special case, as is

by the heads of state if n-nt
all the 370 million fellow-
uropeans. Unlike most of the

EU as it moves towards

Ne¥ille Stack writes from London

other member-countries, it has
not suffered invasion since the
ear 1066. As an island, it feels
ittle dependence on its main-
land neighbours, and despite its
world-wide diaspora, a certain
wary chauvinism is a national
characteristic, at least among
the unthoughtful classes.

Major is riding a tiger, but he
is determined to stay in the
saddle until the general election
next May. This means that he is
being herded constantly into a
more sceptical, even non-coop-
erative stance towards Europe —
a far cry from his stated inten-
tion to be "at the heart of
Europe.” Others, including some
ministers, see "Europe” as an
emotive pulist issue which
can be lnﬂomﬂ:l to their politi-

cal advantage. They lurk and
ﬁlut in every corner of the

ouse of Commons. It is in
their interest to keep the pot
g;rmuntntl}r on the point of

ling over

There is, of course, a very re-
spectable intellectual and eco-
nomic argument to be made
against monetary union and
European integration; but jibes
and negativism and naive jin-
goism are drowning out the

buses, damaging 75 wvehicles.

Off the

polit}cl.ln

southern state while other
rty activists smashed buses,

in the state of Tamil Nadu on
on

yvear-old man wheo
doused himself with kerosene

rested several supporters of

| burns himself to death

5,000 held for protesting
J ayalahtha's detenhon

I]:Irﬁha police said. al-
was paid kickbacks in
the purchase of television sets
costing 85 million rupees (2.4
million dollars) for the gov-
ernment at inflated
Since Friday. police have
raided her house and ards
amond s, ers
said. T‘Iny#l: have uimdmher
house in Madras in connection
with ﬂnhung India’'s foreign

exc
Knntn o ulnrly nn
Ja lllhtlu sgclfo
I after uppnnltlun pnniu

:urccufullr campaigned
against alleged corruption dur-
ing her five-year-rule

Her administration often
was ridiculed as the "10 per cemt
gﬂh“wamm:nl.' because of the
peopie claimed they had

lo pay to get government con-

Record

Problem child

BOGOTA: A Colombian mother has been forced to

home up for sale after her 12-
lars phone bill in one month

ut her
-old son ran up a 12, dol-
calling international sex lines,

television news said on Sunday, reports Reuter.

The phone com
I‘Eﬂ:’ wm.lld be nurE:;t
ational calls u:tnl‘thl
Cali, the country’'s second-
rtﬂla.ki.

y. meanwhile, took steps

to make sure
-high bills and su all
class bka-Derada district
city, the NTC television

¢ mother Ana Maria Martinez said her son., Juan Car-

los, c

sex talk numbers in Israel, Lebanon and

Spain for as

long as 30 minutes at a time after seeing advertisements in

punl aphic

1 know t Im
E‘\-F'I:ﬂ that isn't worth 12 mi
Martinez said,

to do. | am
million pesos (12,

our house but
US deollars).”

$ 100 bonds in exchange
for guns!

BOGOTA: Roman Catholic churches in the Colombian capi-

tal on Sunday offered 100 dollar bonds and

books in ex-

change for guns in an effort to cut crime in one of the world's

most violent cities,
Bogota Mayo

AFP.
r Antanas Mockus said he hoped residents of

the capital would hand over lost of weapons "thereby sacrificing

their ability to harm others.”
The weapons exchange

Park near Sydney Sunday.

was modelled
eﬂ'ﬂns in Ncw ank and Saﬂrmmm T S—

T a

Santa Claus is attacked whﬂe t.rylng to feed a chicken to
"Eric” a five-metre, man-eating saltwater crocodile during
the Christmas holiday season at the Australian Reptile

"Eric" ate two people before

being captured in 1987 in far northern Australia and was
moved to a wildlife farm where he killed another crocodile

while mating.

voices of reason,

The other issue is, sadly,
also unique to Britain. Unlike
the other states, whose media
devotes vast attention to report-
ing, interpreting and debating
European issues with the seri-
ousness they deserve, most of
the British Press keeps its read-

ers in uneasy ignorance.

Influential sections of the
Press. from ponderous broad-
sheets to sordid tabloids, have
chosen to address "Eu " in
the same terms of conflict. Not
as a club of friends existing. al-
beit symbiotically, for mutual
benefit but as rivals — enemies
even — to be thwarted, mocked
and defled at every turn. Good
news about Europe is bad news
for them.

No m:germthc British pubhc

thn;m-:!:ncmﬂltm
are as n SPTFs
-E":fuuu serious

-:*
The Etnnnmut thr

Financial Times, Prospect
magagzine and the centre-jefi
broadsheets are in no doubt

that the other states in the EU
will not tolerate non-

comjpre-
hension. non-cooperation and

— AFP/UNB photo

——

non-sense much longer. They
agree that come monetary
union. Britain will have to de-

cide whether it wants to be on
the outside looking in — and
watching its financial empire
annexed by Frankfurt, its ex-

gorts frustrated by ingenious

iers, and foreign invest-

ments switch to more com-
plaint gquarters.

Their views is summed up by
Sir Nicholas Henderson that
doyen of diplomats who has
served as ambassador to
Washington, Paris and Bonn.
He comments critically but m—
timistically in a special article
for the Economist: “The way
forward is for the British people
to understand that rather than

something, their country
will win opportunities by join-
M in a venture to make Europe

| force — politically,
mmlcallr culturally and
militarily — that can stand
comparison with any other
power or group of powers

"A joint leadership role is
crying out tulrﬂlh-d il only
Britain can throw off the doubts
and obstructions that have

characterised its policy for so



