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CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

O1l talks end in Goa

mmmm MFMMM&-
up three days of talks  jral said.
with calls for ener- But he added volatile prices
%m economies can also cause headaches for
disman- producers, who are unsure when
wmmwtm- to invest or how much.
ment and trade, reports Reuter. Two of the world's oil

exporters, Saudi Arabia and

m wgriten bt g in x -
talk of interven- for some time — il buyers can
tion in the market remained guaraniee — the right invest-
vague and out of tune with the ment climate and market ac-
prevailing laissez-faire philos- cess
. "Countries such is Japan.
they runllnadh:lﬂded China, Korea, Malaysia, Tai-
over how to ect the envi- wan, India, Pakistan and
rnnmenlt without hampering  1y,,4iand should note that they
growth may enjoy security of sup l!Iylylr
Oll-thirsty Asia was in the from the Persian Gu]f if t
muht at the gathering, the ., . 4e us with security of
such meeting since the  ,,...4 * [ran Oil Minister Ghn
Mmm“ oil p""“ are bubbling "Asia should strive to elimi-
six year highs. cheering .54 trade barriers with the
producers but leaving emuglng Persian Gulf "
economies sick over widening
trade and budget deficits. Western consumers told
Rising en import bills their Asian counterparts they
have severely hit countries like could only ensure supply secu-
host India, creating a difficult rity by opening markets of free
choice of whether to pass inter- mmpcuuun and allowing more

national price increases on to
their consumers.

*This is a dilemma for the

foreign investment in their en-

elq seclors.

As regards security of sup-
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ply Asia can do a lot to help it-
Il!'"' said Britain's Juninr
Trade Minister Lord Fraser.’
Those countries which retain
state controls can more
freedom to the and
strengthening of the market
e SIT.

Consumers want stable,
lower prices. but are
ha with crude now at 24 50
dollar for benchmark North
Sea brent.

‘If the prices are not right
the investment will not fNlow,”
said Organisation of Petroleum
Exporting countries (OPEC)
Secretary-General Rilwanu
Lukman.

"Ultimately you will end u
with low su and
demand and therefore ces
will shoot up, 30-40 dollars a
barrel, and that would be even
worse for countries like India -

While cheap new methods of
extracting crude ensure world
reserves won't run dry any time
S00MN, concerns remain over the
huge finances needed to bring
new oil and gas flelds on
stream.

The International Ener
Agency (IEA) has estimated
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Singapore Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong (C) delivers his opening remarks at the

ina

1 session of the World Trade Organisation in the Singapore International

Convention Center on December 9. The Prime Minister opened the five-day meeting
where 150 nations are represented.

SINGAPORE, Dec 9: The World Trade

Mon-

—AFP/UNB photo

Agenda forWTO meet

Asian nations foresee little benefit.

Organisation began its inaugural meeti
dly bringing together trade and {oreign
ministers from 128 mcmbfr nations and some
30 other ;btut;:rm reports [ %

Some e ssues facing the del

LABOUR ET&DME 'In‘ﬁe ucﬂlitg?l of

labour standards part of mcwm is the
most sive issue. Many Western nations led
by the United States and Norway want the WTO
to take an active role in pushing for better labour
standards around the world.

Developing countries in Asia, Latin
American and Africa say the West is only using
labour as an excuse to block cheaper imports
from poorer countries. They say labour issues
should be confined to the International labour

isation. Britain and Germany support the
develo nations.

OMS PACT: The United States wants
to push Asian governments to open up their tele-
hone monopolies to worldwide competition.

telecommunications trade is part of the
unfinished business of the previous Uruguay
Round of trade liberalising measures completed
in 1994, the most ambitious international trade
pact ever signed.

Countries now have until February 15 to

G‘.ql_lplete the deal.

elephone, fax and other telecommunica-
tions business amounts to some 500 billion
dollars every year. The United States, which has

some of the biggest telephone companies in the
world, is crucial to the deal.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PACT: The
United States is pushing an agreement on abol-

CHINA'S MEMBERSHIFP: Despite its %‘1'
economy, China is not a member of the
because of opposition from many members led
by the United States. Wa on says China
must first its markets to level required
by WTO rules. Otherwise, they say. China will
benefit from other members' markets but keep
others out of its own market.

INVESTMENT PACT: A pact on setting
global rules for foreign investment is being
pushed by the Euro Ecan Union, Japan, Canada
and others, although the United States appears
indifferent so far. Developing countries are
opposed as they want to continue to direct

foreign investments to sectors of their choice.
XTILES: The conflict is between deve-

loping countries led by India and Pakistan, the

worl The

s main textile u[ﬁc:rtm and the West.
United States and the European Union are
meeting obligations under an old agreement to
gradually remove uul.as on textile imports. But
the restrictions still pPly‘ to a grcat eal of the
developing countries’ clothi

GO NMENT PRO U EHEHT: The
United States is seeking more transparency in
government contracts. In many parts of the
world, some contracts have been tainted by cor-
ruption. Some major members, including the
United States and the EU, have reached an agree-

ment on free-trade rules in government
procurement, a massive market for
infrastructure and other projects.

AGRICULTURE:
agreed two years ago lo reo
further remove subsidies in

member countries
n negotiations to
is sector.

Emerging economies urged to end
barriers to energy investment

m""

m“‘ldul
2010 at l?
120 billion dollar a
il neh I'.un-kl
swipe at taxes levied on
m by indus-

trialised consumers., warning
against stifling investment for

plies.

agreed on the need
to reserves of cleaner-
buming natural . However,

while abundant. it is far

tougher to transport than oil
and involves massive expendi-

ergy policy.
%a'ny'l new Energy Minis-
ter Grete Faremo cal for fu-

ture talks to focus on how to

to meet |
th Africa

vegetables still dear

By Govinda Shil

Prices of rice have declined
inthcrﬂ:llm:ﬂctdunulhe

prices with winter supplies
into the bazaars.

Nazirsail, one of the fine
quality varieties of rice, is now
sold at Taka 15 to 16 per

fle its price was between

Taka 17 and 19 just 15 months
mFu am, another moderate
alit{ rice, is bei sold at
'TJ 2 to 14 while the price of
coarse TRRI' rice is between

| Taka 11 and 12. Paijam was
| sold at Taka 15.50 to 16 one

month back. The of IRRI
was also by at least Taka
two one month back.

However the es of flour
and ‘ata’ are still high in the
market, fluctuating between
Taka 16 and 18 per kg

The of ‘masur pulses
which are bei mported from

] and India fluctuate be-
tween Taka 36 and Taka 48 The
local ‘'masur is costher. and the

price varies from Taka 50 to 52
rzr’:b price of ‘chik: n

varies imm Taka 24 1t
28 retallers sald.

Although the winter vegeta-
bies are avallable in the mar-
kets but their prices are w
One kg of local tomato’ Is ng

mmmm:ﬁmm
-mcgl“
50 few months back. is still

maintaining 4 e.
Meanwhile. mmhlgh g
has declined from Taka to
about 36 within one and a half
month, retailers noted.

The of 'egg’ which fluc-
tuates tly s now vary-
ing from Takal2 to 15 for a
haali The price of sugar. an-
other important consumer
goods for the city dwellers, de-
clined slightly from Taka 36/38
to 32/34 two months.

The prices of edible oil,
mainly, soyabean oil (locally
ti or . fluctuate be-
tween Taka 55 to 60 for one
litre. However, imported pac-
ked-oil is being sold at more
than 60 taka per litre.

The prices of seasonal pota-
toes lnr- ato) ury from
Taka 15 to I8 per

A medium- ﬂm‘l l:.uh:lh-tr
is sold at Taka 8 in Karwan-
bazar while it is taka 12 at
‘Hatirpool.' The price of ‘cab-
bage (Bandhacopd also varies
between Taka five to eight.

The prices of new ‘garlic’
varies between Taka 12 and H

per kg while the old garlic is be
lnllnhi at Taka 16 to 1IN T‘h!

rice of onion is racing be-
ween Taka 38 and 40, sellers

at Taka 40 to |
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“special guest.

Leather goods
fair today

A three-day
Fair" begins at the Dhaka
Chamber auditorium at 10 this
mcrmnt.u UNB.

Dhaka Chamber of Com
merce and Industry (DCCl) in
ration with German
Technical Cooperation (GTZ)
and German Confederation of
Small Business and Skilled
Crafts (ZDH) will organise the
fair 1o boost leather goods ex-
port.

German Ambassador

Dhaka Bruno Weber is
to inaugurate the fair as chief

ﬁ:ﬂl said a press release Sun-

DCCI Ac
RM Hasan over the
inaugural function while Vice-
Chairman ol the Export Pro-
Bureay Faisal Ahmed
Chowdhury will attend it as

Twentyfive reputed firms

' will display their preductis in

the fair, the release added.

Dragonair, Cathay
extend through
check-in service

to Hiroshima

D nair has extended the
through check-in service with
Cathay Faﬂﬂt Airways to Hi-
roshima. sa release.

Thm is ﬂ"ll"'l.': from Nov 7.
agonair passe rs de-

from Hirn ima to
and travelling on
Lhcsamr:dn to other Dragonair
or Calha]r Pacific Airways
destinations will be able to
tain the boarding pass for their
onward flight at Hiroshima

airport.

is Thruuﬁh check-in ser-
vice is already provided by
Dragonair and Cathay Pacific

Airways in Beijing. Dalian.
ou, Ku Shanghai,

Xiamen. Kota Kinabalu and
Kaohsiung.
Dragonair also provides this
convenient service to passen-
rs flying onward with CAAC,
ansa. Alitalia, Air France
and China Airlines,

Prime Textile
officials complete
foreign training

Two senior officials ol the
Prime Textile Spinning Mills
Ltd. Alhaj Monzur Elahi and S
S K Goswami have returned
from UK after receiving higher
training on recent management

artin

“Leather Goods |
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Keynote speaker observes

SAPTA failed in achievements
due to political reasons

CHITTAGONG, Dec 9 The
South Asia Preferential Trade
Arr nt (SAPTA) which
came into being on Dec 8, 1995,
failed to attain significant
achievements during the past
one year due to political and
g: ological reasons of the

countries. However, it is
hoped that it would progress
gradually, reports BSS.

Prof Abdul Mannan, Vice-
Chancellor of Chittagong Uni-
versity, said this while present-
Ing a kc:ynol.c paper In a semi-
Area in Bangladeah Perupec.

ea in e erspec-
tive” at chamber house here yes-
terday

The vice-chanceller traced
“-d ﬂlrm'
1947, guantities of com-
modities used to be exported
frum this sub-continent. the
were used to be built

for the Roman em-
as such gold and sil-
w:r were :xp-urttd from Chit-

atSan

Prof Mannan said following
the disintegration of the Soviet

Union different regional trade
blocks sprang up in the world
and A came into being
with the objective of trade coop-
eration among SAARC coun
iries

Bangladesh, Bhutan, Mal-
dives and Nepal have been
identified as least developi
countries in the block, Pro
Mannan said.

ing statistics, Prof Man-

nan u.u! the total export of the
SAARC countries was only one
mcmt while the import was
than 1.25 per cent in com-
liﬂﬂ Lo lht#. al export-

gxtent e volume of

trade nhnuld be increased in the
SAARC countries for mutual

ecohomic benefits u!‘th!- regim .

he said.

The export figure of the
country came down to 2.2 per
cent in 1994 from 6.1 in 1986,
however, the total export of the
country to the SAARC countries
rose to 14.8 in 1994 due to in-
creased export ol garments,
Prof Mannan said.
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US lauds Bangladesh child
labour MOU at UN

UNITED NATIONS. New
York, Dec 9: A US delegate to
the United Nations. speaking
about the promotion and ﬁm-
tection of the rights of the child,
said the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding between the
Bangladesh Garments Manu-
facturers and Exporters Associ-
ation (BGMEA). the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation
(ILO), and UNICEF to end child
labour in B adesh’'s ent
factories is one of the "advances
in the battle against child
labour,” according to USIS.

Delegate Prezel Washington
recently told the UN General
Assembly's Third Committee
that the issue of child labour is
an “issue of paramount concern
to the United States.”

Washington noted the US
Department of Labour has. for
the past three years, been "re-
searching. investi atlnF, and
reporting on child labour
worldwide.” The Department's
first two rts. he said, "have
sensitised the American public
to the horrific conditions under
which children work in differ-
ent parts of the world — chil-
dren in glass factories, their
bodies scorched by intense fur-

Department's third study on
practices in the garment indus-
try and said "Here we can point
to some advances in the battle
;ﬁlnn child labour. For L-tam
last year Bangladeshi

ment manufacturers

agreement with UNICEF and
the JLO to remove underaged
workers from factories am:l
place them in specially designed
educational programmes. Given
our commitment on this issue,
we take a special interest in the

implementation of this
agreement”,
"We must reinforce global ef-

forts to combat exploitative
child labour.” said Washington

"Awareness of the blem will
help but will not of itself bring
results. We must prnﬂde re-

sources for education and law
enforcement and do more to
find incentives to make the ex-
ploitative employment of chil-
dren unprofitable.”

S delegale praised UN
agencies., NGOs, bilateral
donors, and host governments
that have been “providing
emergency relief, health care,
clean water. and other compo-
nents for economic and social

development.” In addition. he

Tender Notice
fage e et =
Name of works For cleaning the plants, its busldings,

roads, adjacent areas and bathrooms etc

of 128 MW Power Suation, Ashuganj,
B’bana

Category of All categories of PDB enlisted
Contractor COnIractors.

Estimated cost Tk 1,19.533.65 only.

Cost of tender 190.00 only.

amoum

Tender document : 1) Chief Eagineer (Generation)
available and date PDB, WAPDA  building,

Motijheel C/A, Dhaka- 1000.
Janata Bank, Ashuganj Branch,
Ashugan), B'baria Dated up to
22-12-96.
23-12-96.

")

Tender receiving

Executive Engineer (Opn)

055/89 of Mokterpur Ferry
ghat under Ferry Maint. Sub-

Divan., Katchpur, Dhaka.

1. Esumated cost Tk 5,54,033/56

4. Eamest money Tk 11,081/-

S. Form No. Bangladesh Form No. 2911.

6. Eligibility of Enlisted 'A to C' genera
contractors category contractors of RHD,

‘D’ general category cor -
of Mechl Ferry Circle, Dhaka
& 'E' general categor
contractors of RHD, Ferry
Maint. Divn., Dhaka.

EE RHD, FMD Dhaka/FCD
Dhaka/Ferry Divn, Sylhet/
Planning & Programming
Divan,  Dhaka/SDE R&H,
Ferry Maint Sub-Divn,
Katchpur, Dhaka. Tender
documents will be available on
or before 18.]12.96.

SE RHD, Dhaka Ferry Circle,
Dhaka/SE RHD, Monitoring
& Evaluation Circle,
Dhaka/EE RHD, FMD Dhaka/
FCD Dhaka/Ferry Divn,

7. Name of office of
availability of
tender documents

B. Name of officers .
to receive tender
ads

Sylhet.
9. Date of receipt of Up to 12:00 Noom o
tender 19.12.96.
0 Date & time of 12:30 PM of 21.12.96.
opening of bids

Md Golam Mostafa

DFP-28308-5/12
| G-1820

Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

Executive Engineer, R&H
Ferry Maint Diva, Postogola
Dhaka

Office of the Executive Engineer
PWD. Division, Lakshmipur

Notice Inviting Tenders
Tender No (Civil) 36 of 1996-97

Sealed tenders in BD Form No. 2911 are hereby invited from

the approved class-l, sanitary & plumbing

contractors of PWD &

class-l, sanitary & plumbing contractors of PWD Zone, Ctg. for
the undermentioned work and will be received by the

as well as by

the Executive En
Comilla/B'Baria/Chandpur/ Noakhali

meer. P\H_D Divisiqn.
eni in their respective

offices up to 12-00 Noon on 18-12-1996 and will be opened on the
same day at 12-15 PM in presence of the tenderers who may ke
to remain present. Each tender shall be in sealed cover with the

name of work superscribed on it.
Constn. of IC at Hazirhat under Ram-goti

1 Name of work

PS in the Dist. of Lakshmipur (Sub :

ishing tariffs by 2000 on computers, software, COMPETITION POLICY: The European techniques, says a release. | nace heat, their feet unprotected noted. UN agencies "help protect Head: Providing sanitary & water
semi-conductors and telecommunications Union wants to discuss setting up global rules to The training was organised | from broken glass; children on children from violence and arrangement of 2-unit 800 sft Si grts.
nt. In a market estimated at some 500 prevent some companies from gaining an unfair under the auspices of ODA. a sugar cane plantations, whose  abuse by promoting good gover- dunng the year 1996-97.
on dollars annually, the United States advantage But so far, the United States has British Government-funded ex- | machetes cut their own flesh nance, national reconciliation, 2 Estimated cost Tk1 63 894/09
exports some 100 Dbillion dollars of such shown no interest in this issue, which remains ecutive development pro- along with the crop- and policies consistent with the k et
products. Japan supports the proposal. but other on the sidelines. gramme. Washington pointed to the best interests of the child." 3. Eamest money 3,400
i 4. Time for com- 60 (Sixty) days from the date of
| letion of work issue of work order.
Iran-India $5b gasline project BB governor asks | o PORMENON, | s
rivate banks to st "
In_do.Pak conflict should be privatc banksto |1 1 o aam. SN 0 6 Contract documents consisting of BD Form No. 2911, tender

resolved for implementation

GOA. India, Dec 9: Iran yes-
terday told India to resolve its
"political problems” with
neighbouring Pakistan so that
a proposed five-billion-dollar
gasline project can get under-
way, reports AFP.

'I‘hc political
tween India and
is for them

roblem is be-
akistan and it
to settle it for
l:vrngrcua on the Pmﬁm'“ Gho-
amreza Aghazadeh, Iranian
Oil Minister told newsmen here
at the fifth international en-

o
t for the 2,000-kilo-

meter (1,240 miles) gasline pro-
ject from Iran, through
Afghanistan and Pakistan, was
signed in 1993, but ran into

with Islamabad refus-

Emmwa] for a joint

It was mnt to su about
100 milion cubic meters per

day of liquefied natural gas to

India and Pakistan.

"One possibility is that the
three of us sit together and talk.
We are waiting for the elections
to be over in Pakistan and we
will talk to the democratically-
elected government as the pro-
ject will benefit all the three
countries,” Aghazadeh said.

"Our priority is that the
pipeline is laid," he said. "We
are trying to convince Pak-
istan.

But a senior Pakistani offi-
cial rejected Iran's offer and
sald he favoured “bilateral
talks" with India for finding a
solution to the project.

"We also mad natural
Let the impression not be there
that we do not want this," -aid
Gulfaraz Ahmed, Pakistan's
Petroleum Secretary. "We need.
gas soon, we have some other

options and we want gas at the
lowest prices.”

evolve efficient

manage ment
By Staff Correspondent

Governor of the Bangladesh
Bank (BB) Lutfar Rahman
Sarker has urged the country's
private sector banks to help
change the status of the r by
redesigning their agt-ﬂlcl)m ank
ing tradition.

"You should be creative in
evolving an efficient manage-
ment,” the BB Governor told the
bankers while o ng the 76th
branch of the City Bank at
Chamber Bhavan yesterday. He
also asked the bankers to have
accountability in every day
businesses, sa n{ﬂ a press release
of the city ba

Chairman of the bank
Ibrahim Mia presided over the
ﬂpclﬂal}“ function. Vice Chair-

the bank A K Mehmood,
directors of the bank Deen Mo-

%ﬂl. Angnr Hul:mn and
M'IJE Ilﬂ-ﬂ u w
on occasion. L4
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Lutfar Rahman Sarkar, Governor, Bangladesh Bank inaugurating the 76th branch of
 the City Bank Limited at Chamber Bhaban, Motijheel yesterday.
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notice, schedule of tems, additional terms and conditions efc
can be seen and obtained from the office of the undersigned &
all Executive Engi under Comilla PWD circle on payment
of usual charges of Tk. 400 (Non-refundable) per set of
schedule (Notice inviting tenders, schedule of items additional
terms and conditions etc.) and a sum of Tk. 25 (Non-
refundable) per copy of tender Form No. 2911.

| 6 The intending tenderers shall have to produce their

registration book of enlistment letter bearing the photo & full
signature of the contractor duly attested by an Executive
Engineer of this Deptt. along with challan for depositing the

current fees at the time of
abmmoanam
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