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Remain Untraced?

In this month of "BIJOY" let the government of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina take the right step in finding
those missing. She also has lost her family and she knows the pain, and may help families
of these martyrs to share this joy and festivities.

ANGLADESH has plunged
into festivities to comune-

Dy Wk perticisants sf o
wit pants ol the
wmj: mmﬂrm their deeds,
with some references to their
lost comrades, in nur_rut War
of Independence in 19

Some were lost as they em-
braced mart m and buried
in unidenti graves, while
others were lost in the war
without trace or picked up 2{
the Pakistani army or their
laborators. We are writing
about them. but not spcakmg
about them as they remain

"MISSING" 25 s after the
birth of !
The United States of

America continues to trace its
rsonnel in Vietnam, while
reat Britain presses on Japan

to compensate its soners-of-

war ( s] held World

War Il. But successive govern-

ments in Dhaka have not even

spoken about those missing
during the war despite pursujng

‘warm ties’' with Pakistan.

Pakistan cannot shelve its
responsibility in the genocide
its troops and collaborators
carried out during the

Independence War or the rape of

our women folk or about the

whereabouts of those arrested
and remains to date.

Many families do not have a

to go or are still waiting

their dear ones, specially
when the country is by
festivities in its Silver Jubilee

"l know the difficulties of
finding a way. But as a strong
friend and su er of modern
Japan, | believe the search, and
it now is an urgent search, for a
way for more substantial action
needs to continue.” former
British Conservative forei
secretary ast Hurd told
the House of Commons on

December 4, lﬂﬂﬁ on compern-
sation for the POWSs.
He added that "it is not the
money but the act of saying
that remains most impor-
tant” and urged Japan to "re-
move the strain of dishonour” jor
tation.
In this month of Victory,
was overwhelmed to see the sig
nature collection campaign by a

from its

hope Prime Minister Sheikh

cial— Ban

adesh Sangbad

Hasina, the daughter of Sangstha (BSS) — news :
Bangladesh's founding father, n.nmng its Victory Day celebra-
will not have any hesitation to tions has include a pro-
do so. The families of missing ramme to track down and
martyrs have never been a ma- dentify the graves of freedom

ernment and
case of their loved ones have

political threat to any gov- fi

possibly thus the

ters, in other words, it in-
udes those missi
tive decision, but one would

. That is a
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Will the Mi issing Freedom Fighters

student group
Dhaka's Fine Arts Institute de-
manding the trial of those
Pakistanis responsible for the
1971 genocide. Otherwise, our

politicians have been making

this sacred month unholy by

Red Cross wrote the following

letter to its family on January
16, 1975, signed by Marion

Djurovic, Head of the ICRC
Tracing Agency in Dhaka:

. IN FOOL'S PARADISE?
byNadeemQadJr

in line with their po-
litical beliefs, which really does
not honour the s who
never dreamed a divided nation
and that too after 25 years of
Foreign Minister
Samad Azad has told the
Parliament that the govern-
ment was alert to the matter of
setting the issue of assets and
liability with Pakistan. But
none of the MPs asked and he
did not say what the govern-
ment was thinking about the
missing martyrs or a trial of
the perpetuators of the genocide.
Mr Hurd has reminded the
members of the House of
Commeons about the close ties it
has with Japan now and to use
the portunity for a re-
apactaglc end to the issue. Can
we not say the same to our gov-
ernment that it too can use the
warm friendship with Pakistan
to push it to at least apologise
ttf' for the 1971 genocide
p track those missing? |

Ahdus'

Letter Reference: L-2414

"Dear Madam, Referring to
your tracing request of 24.6.74
concerning your husband ... We

been ignored. ike to know it is being imple-
In one case relating to a mented properly as we nﬁ as the

in front of missing army officer, the final findings.
International Committee of the But those picked up by the

Pakistani army is matter of
diplomacy without fear, but
with pride. Besides, why Indian
jails only and not in Pakistani
ones? re have been uncon-
firmed information to the fam-
ily of this officer that some
ere taken to Pakistan.

Besides India and Pakistan

are members of the South Asian
Assoclation for
Cooperation (SAARC). If we can
coo
fields, why not in bringin
some news to the families o

Regional

rate in trade and other

are quoting the reply received these unsung heroes? .
from the Iﬁatlonal Information I would like to point out that
Bureau of Pakistan Red the family of the army officer

Crescent Society. According to
the ministry of defence,
Pakistan, the above officer ....
has been declared missing be-
lieved killed. We very much re-
gret to have forward you this
sad-news."

A second letter in 1977 from
Maj. (retd) Ali Hasan Quoreshi,
the then secretary general of the
Bangladesh Red Cross Society
said: "We would like to inform
you that we have kept this case
in our ‘Missing Card Index’ and
let you know that through the
Bangladesh Government an in-
vestigation is going on in the
ails of India lor the rnjssing

angladeshi nationals.”

I would like to repeat that it
is not an easy task. The gov-
ernment, according to the offi-

the
Minister Sheikh Hasina take
the right step in finding those
missing. She also has lost her
family and she knows the pain,
and may hel

martyrs to share this joy and
festivities.

had not made any official
communication to
Pakistani army
Pakistanis were not involved in
the

the
and if the

incidents involving the
missing Bengalis, how could its

defence ministry say "missing,
believed killed?” Most of these
m:ssmipmplc were identified

ed up on the basis of a
list prtpar:d for every town by
their intelligence or agents or
collaborators.

In this month of "BIJOY" let
government of Prime

families of these
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INTERN ATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

C|ear|ng Rots before Ensuring Rights

T a time when Bangla

desh, for vlﬂaul rea-

sons, is placed in the
frontline of the world's pau
countries, "human rights” m
‘popular’ thought-provoking
subject here. It perhaps requires
scores of scholars to define
what the people’'s, and of the
country’s, riﬁtlﬁ:‘tu are, let alone
ensuring all the accessible
rights at all levels. Surely a
layperson’'s impression on fm-
man rights would differ from
many others' both at individual
and global levels.

Individually, the people of
Bangladesh of both pre-and
post-in-dependence periods
were seldom given way by the
pulltlcal hierarchy to have the

rtunity to kn-uw what their
%.ts are. Globally, on the
other hand, it still dycpcnda on
the economically rich countries
to “feed” the countries like
Bangladesh with ideas of 'hu-
man rights' as to what -the

rights should be. In other
words. the r countries —
th as a whole —

mcn:un? the
are, in fact, yet to decide inter-

nationally what they are going
to exercise as rights'.

That the South nations have
very little political freedom at
the global level is underscored
by the "ways" of decision-mak-
ing in the most al:l?\\'ﬂ'ﬁ.ll inter-
national politic bog?r existing
still tnda — the UN Security
Council — and that, too. is on
the way to be reformed rather
for the gains of richer coun-
tries. Despite the fact that at
least one of the five veto- -
ered members is from the th
— which has three-quarters of
the entire world population —
the Council has in the past al-
ways sidelined the South. Well,
of course, South members do
stpeak, but their voices count lit-
tie,

Although human ts, as
part of living, is as old as the
most ancient philosophies of
the world when this civilisa-
tion was taking roots, yet it was

Human Rights Day Marks UN Universal Declaration Adoption

UMAN Rights Day
marks the anniversary
of the .in 1948,

t UN Universal Declar-
ation of Human Rights. It is an
occasion for n:ﬂcﬂj the
importance of the lﬁnivzruﬂl
Dccllratiun and how much

ogress has been made in
mlhng it a reality.

Almost country in the
world now su bes to the
Universal Declaration in prin-

-giple. though not. always n

o AT
m War ﬂ lhuut I‘h pre-

cise content.

The United Nations Charter,
adopted in 1945 set the goal of
"pr re-

spect for umnn for
l'undum:-ntal [r oms of all
without distinction as to race,
sex. language and religion.” But
how were human rights to be de-
fined? The task was assigned to
the UN Commission on Human
mﬁm., which was established
in 1946

According to historians. a
key figure in the evolution of
the Universal Declaration was
Eleanor Roosevelt, the wife of

US President Franklin Delano

Roosevelt. She was appointed to
the UN Commission on Human
Rights in 1946 by her husband's
successor, President Harry
Truman. The delegates unani-
mously elected her chairperson
of the commission.

Tamora Hareven, one of
many biographers of Eleanor
Roosevelt. writes in her book,
"An American Conscience,”
that Roosevelt ively ar-

aggress
- gued for a strong, precise defi-
Rition, of Mman its while.

-al lhe sagne timme m

bridge the gaps hut-um

ent members and reconcile dif
I"i:rent ints ol view deriving
from different cultures.”

At the time the Universal
Declaration was drafted. there
were marked differences among
member states concerning the
rights of women, religious lib
erty. the point at which human
life began. the extent of freedom
of speech and the t to dis
senit, and the role eCoOnoOMmic
and social rights, Hareven adds

But the most serious dis
agreements concerning the
definition of human rights de-
rived from the entirely differ-
ent conceptions of freedom and

by David Pitts
democracy held by Western na-
tions and their allies and the
Soviet Union and its Commu-
nist satellites.

Roosevelt ar
no "true indivi

ed there was
ual freedom in

the epoch-making value of the
Declaration:

"The Declaration may well
become the international
Magna Carta of all men every-
where. We hope its proclama-
tion by the General Assembly
will be an event comparable to

the Soviet Union because the the proclamation of the ts
rights of the individual were  of Man by the French in
subservient to the state.” This 1789, the adoption of the Bill of

fundamental philosophical and
ideological distinction framed
all of the commissions’ debates

as the drafting of the Dml_lﬁl-

Roosevelt achieved hw
The General Assembly. lhr

United Nations adnplrd the
Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights on December 10,
1948, Of 58 members repre
sented at the session. 48 voted
in favour none voted against,
eight abstained. and two were
absent. The Soviet Union and
its satellites constituted the
majority of the abstentions.
The representative of Saudi
Arabia also abstained because,
in his opinion, the Declaration

resented oo Western a view
of human rights

Speaking before the General
Assembly. Roosevell stressed

Rights by the people Df the
United States. and the adoption

n[mmpnrﬂkdechrmm
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» Declaration set the tone for a
broad range of political. social
and economic rights that are of-
fered as a common standard of
achievement for all nations -
All human beings are born free

and equal in dignity and human
rights.

In the wake of the most bar-
barous war in history. the
world had finally ed a set
of principles. whic was
hoped. would set humanity on a
new course — to hold all nations
to account for their actions.
both internally and externally

As a resolution of the Gen
eral Assembly of the United

Nations, the Universal Declara-
tion. however, had no force of
law. Assembly resolutions are
recommendations 1o states. not
binding obligations. But as
Jack Donnelly and Rhoda
Howard stress in the “Interma-
tional Handbook of Human
Rights.” over the years "the
Universal Declaration has
come to be somethi more
than a mere recom tion.”

The Dﬂ:h.ratmn m

'n&'mbcr Ja'y umﬁ.n
is w
irﬂluum:d thedrnﬂhgf

‘of the cornstitution lil'n-e':lig;«y
independent states that
emerged onto the world stage as

colonialism receded during the
1950s and 1960s

On Human Rights Day. each
year. world takes note not only
of the work of international in-
stitutions like the commission.
that were set up to help make
the Universal Declaration a re-
ality. but also of the countless
numbers of individuals and or
ganisations around the world
that also strive for its full reali-
sation for all mankind.

[USIA Feature

Exercising human rights at individual level
is never possible until social discriminations
are reined down to a diminishing position,

writes Ekram Kabir

given a modern ring in terms of
B}actlulng since the end of

orld War I1, and specially dur-
ing the '90s. It was the need of
the victors, namely the Allies of
that war — in a spirit of abun-
dant optimism, for the ravages
of the war were not only moral
outrages, they were also very
real threat to international

peace and stability.
i But In 1945 the Allies chose
a different path from the one

they had trodden in 1919. In-
stead of imposing 'peace
treaties’ on the vanquished,
they sought to establish a new
international ‘legal’ order,
founded on the three main
principles declared in Article 1
of the Charter — the
settlement of international
disputes 'in conformity with the
principles of justice and inter-
national law’, and accordingly,
the uullauﬂng of aggressive
wars; friendly relations among
nations ‘based on for the
principle of equal and self-de-
termination of peoples’ and 're-
spect for human rights and for
fundamental freedoms for all
without distinction as to race,
sex, | age or religion'.

By the time of the adoption
of the UN Charter, however, it
had not proved possible to de-
fine in detail what these "hu-
man rights and fundamental
freedoms™ were. Then in order
to repair this omission, the UN

roceeded to draft the famous

niversal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights which they adopted
on 10 December 1948.

Now. after coming a long
way, the post-Cold War UN is
seeking to create a single. uni-

global ?mtem But in a va-
rlct nf ationships within
thla unified-ness, questions
loom large — what has been the
impact of this global system on
nations or communities, spe-
cially those who are less power-
ful and less prosperous? And
what has been its impact on
human bei and their inher-
ent rights everywhere?

Answer? Well, the existin
global system which is stil
evolving has been proven to be
unfair and unjust to the major-
ity of the human race. The
glz;hal economy, for example, is
controlled and managed by a
handful of elite, corporate bod-
ies and states located in the
North. They have done their
homework to ensure that their
interests would be protected and
enhanced even if it is to the
detriment of the rest,

One example is consumption
levels : the North, with about
one-fourth of the world popula-
tion, consumes, according to
available information. 70
cent of the world's energy. 75
per cent of its metals, per
cent of its wood and 60 per cent
of its food. Now. contrast this
situation in the South — over
one billion people are mired in
absolute poverty, one-and-a-
half billion are deprived of
primary healthcare. and about
a billion adults are illiterate.
What this reveals is that a huge
portion of the population in the
South do not enjoy the most ba-
sic economic and social rights.

Now in the context of

Bangladesh — which may also
include most of Asia — a holis-
tic, mttﬂrated approach wnulr‘l

demand an urgent and equal
attention to thc economic and
social rights of the people, for
the majority here s under
the poverty line. In spite of
some economic and social
gresses achieved in vnriuul
sectors, over time, a t

t of the country's popu-
lation yet does not enjoy some
of the most basic economic and
social rights, including the
rights to adequate food. cloth-
ing and housing, work, fair
wages, healthcare and educa-
tion.

Poverty is so severe um the
poor have become captiva
recent forms of slmrt llIu:
deprived labour, child r{ahuur
and child prostitution, which is
also one of the direct causes of
the cruel exploitation of female
labour in various sectors of the
economy. Women's and chil-
dren’s rights cannot be made
into a reality if the ‘'wealth im-
balance' in the form of social or
class discrimination persists in
the society.

It is notable that in
Bangladesh even when the ab-
solute poverty is reduced to a
certain extent, the gap between
"haves” and "have-nots" a s
yawing further particularly
when wealth and power are
exclusively concentrated in the
hands of the elite. Elite-ori-
ented and elite-dependent de-
velo t of any sort, which is
being virtually followed here in
Bangladesh, marginalises the
majority, thereby depriving
them of their rights of human-
ity.

When human dignity and
social justice become subjected
to harassment and intimida-
tion, it also leads, along with
the other rights-related issues,
to moral and environmental
degradation which in turn af-
fects adversely the economic
and social rights of the present
and future generations.
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