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odyssey set in war-torn lran

dians of holy places had sold
Lheir souls lor a song. Such a
disturbing indictment of Mus-
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cease-fire halted this war, failed in eradica r o : ;
following the publication of an .05 invasion of Kuwait led to  violence. Altarkl:unn gﬂﬂk that could not be published in  1¥ms is perhaps as relevant to- Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton, USA
article on Arab powerlessness oo ond “Gulf War'. With shops, cinemas, women — and hl:rmcm:nlrr.ﬁnhﬂm day as in the past. After all, _ - _
by Columbia Un:}vcrsitx 20.000 Iragis dying every more recently on female cy- Mak}!mﬂhﬂf. ran's only 'Is- even where 'holy war' has led to ROFESSOR Abdus Sal- o 1 - January 29, }926, at Jhang. a
Professor Edward Said in b die to shortages in  clists in a sports complex — re- lamic’' film director to win in-  Yictory, it has turnﬂrl into de- am. the first Muslim to 4 rural community now in l?.j;_
several English language o . arujhxirawafehy UN main standard fare for 'en- lernational acclaim, his des- feat, as Afghanistan's self-de- win a Nebel Prize for tstan. His father was a school
dailies, and a tml:dni al;_-ﬂurﬁs sanctions, the war continues to  forcement of Islamic values' by  peration in the face of pressure :ltrucliﬂn s . As a result, | intellectual genius, away teacher, who encouraged
on US Pelitics a Edirm ¥ take its toll. As Malaysian prcﬂﬂlﬂtﬁ' . On 12 May, the  groups is reflected in his re- 'the heroic moment in Third | in Oxford. England. on Thu- Salam's education. Salam's
Richard Curtiss, or o Deputy Prime Minister Anwar Ansar-e Hezbollah (Helpers of ported threats to give up film- Worldism' that created the rsday. November 21, at the age g:um ous intellect won him

Wﬂsl’w !bﬁnrl on Middle
East Irs,. who was visiting

Ibrahim ence noted, the Gulf
War was "yet another proof” of

the Party of God), an Islamic
pressure group attacked a uni-

making alt her,
The intellectual freedom

March, America’'s Vietnam an
Castro's Cuba was aborted in

of seventy. For the last few

ears. Professor Salam had

st class educational upﬂm-tu'
€ age

nities even as’'a child. At

Pakistan. Underscoring the de- : - : x Afghanistan. Along with the n suffering from a disabli
; our moral erosion and an in versity in Tehran, oecupiled its that Iran's ultra-Islamic ps ghan 4 o sabling of 14, he entered the Govern-
E"‘;’ “"r"t’f: was - ipotr  ability to critically deal with auditorium, and prevented a  are seeking to su Lg:‘l:ﬁh Soviet collapse and dis neurological disorder. ment College at Lahore. having
srae lll'lllt lmted inrmlﬁl?lg the ':Luﬂ'llﬂ confronting us. ublic lecture by Dr Abdul violence has en large of socialism, the intra-Islamic In a front page article, The achieved the highest mark ever
Lebanon . YS It demonstrated that emotional m Soroush. a post-Igbalian  curbed by the lure of petm-doi- mayhem in Afghanistan be- | New York Times called Profes- recorded for an entrance exam-

in April. Israel claimed its on-
slaught
against
movement resisting Israeli oc-
cupation of southern Lebanon.
While Hezbollah emerged virtu-
ally intact from the Israeli at-

land, air angd sea was
ezbollah. the Islamic

appeals and religious slogans
had become a substitute for
moral coherence and critical
thinking.

Our pious expectations for
the West to make up for our
moral failures were also high-

thinker and a Professor of Phi-
losophy at Tehran University.
While several Islamic student
associations have condemned
the attack and hundreds of out-
raged students have sent protest

lars in much of the Arab world.
Earlier this year. information
ministers of Gulf a-
tion Council grouping from
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and United Arab
Emirates decided to co

came a factor in reversing the
moral highground that ird
World movements had earned
in the North-South moral equa-
tion during the '60s and seven-
ties. Such reversals have only
added 1o the self-righteous ar-

sor Abdus Salam a "Physics
Trailblazer.,” and his research
on the "electroweak thcnrg" as
“ong of the landmarks of 20th-
century science.” Professor
Salam. a Pakistani physicist,
helped reveal the underlyin

ination to the college.

He completed his u ad-
uate education at Punjab Uni-
versity and then moved to
Cambridge University in Eng-
land. which awarded him a doc-
torate in 19562. From 1951 to

e . ﬁtﬂtiﬂnn to President Ali Akbar :
tack. h:-s.ing only a dozen of its lighted during Israel's recent ashemi Rafsanjani, support "ban m-z.e critical rogance of an aulo-erotic, unity of two of the lundamenta B4 1954 Dr. Salam served as the
guerrillas. lIsrael destroyed savagery in Lebanon. Various for Hezbollah by several any of countries”. For phallocentric neo-racist dis- | lorces of nature. | [Prolessor of Mathematics at
much of southem Lebanon's in- Abdul Bari Atwan, editor of the course seeking Western re- Professor Salam shared the ' | Government College and Pun-

leaders in the Muslim world ex-

ties led to exchanges

frastructure: roads, bridges. pressed ‘shock’ at the 'world in the Iranian Parliament. On London-based independent colonisation of the South. 1979 Nobel Prize in Physics ab University in Lahore, He

Pawur_;ﬂants, water storage and  community's . silence’, espe-  his part, in an open letter to  daily Al -al Arabi. the GCC Even so, there is an urgent | with two Americans. Professor 'Ehtn moved back to England.

aclories. cially after the ation of a  Rafsanjani, Dr Soroush warned  ban publicly confirms what is need for critically confronting | Steven Weinberg (now of the where in 1957 he became a Pro-

As Richard Curliss pointed ;N renort Israel for that the University attack wasa  privalely known in lhe Arab the fact that despite decoloni- | University of Texas in Austin) lessor of Theoretical Physics at

out in his lectures. the real mo- deliberately sheiling the UN signpost for "the death of world: that the Arab media is sation, most of us appear to be | and Prolessor Sheldon Glashow the Imperial College of Science

e of leraell viokence Was.: o in Qana, a town knowledge and birth of bar- like a veiled woman. "Beneath  psychologically stuck as or- | of Hﬂﬁvﬂﬁd |E;'lﬂ'lu"ll:l'!f-it . [D:I re- and Technology. University of
searcn all three conducted in-

prevent Lebanon's rec as
the economic and financial
centre of the Middle East.

Moreover, the atiacks were also

in southern Lebanon. Over a
hundred Lebanese. includi

women and children who ha
taken refuge in the UN com-

barism” in Iran.

If President Rafsanjani is re-
luctant to openly condemn
Ansar-e-Hezbollah, this is be-

the evil you might have the best
technology. the best writers and
ournalists, the finest offices.

ut it is veiled., completely

phans and battered children in
relation to the West: craving the
approval of missing or rejecting
Earcnls on the one hand,

dependently of one another.
Besides his trailblazing re-
search, Prolessor Salam was a
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London. where he remained for
most ol his life. It was there
that he developed the mathe-
matics of the “electroweak the-

meant to boost Prime Minister pound, were killed during 12 cause powerful factions within veiled in black. It is censored”. laming and hating them for | leader in international efforts : ory."

Shimon Peres’ ra IS minutes of shelling as Israelis  the Islamic regime support this  Atwan cites the example of our failures and loss of pride on | to make physics accessible to  though the weak and the elec- Awarded an honourar
raeli voters ﬂ.hrtﬂ.d the 29 Ha}f i ored UN radio messages group. Little wonder. then, that Saudi Arabia where "no one has the other. Moreover. the male- St_Udf"lS rom {Iewlﬂplng coun- trﬂinﬂi{ﬂfuf lorces seem com- kmghm b}rgm El‘uw_g
general elections. After all. a about their headquarters being the mass circulation radical any idea of how many people rial wealth ﬂmdingl parts of the | tries. He was a founder of the In-  pletely unlike one another. they as well as numerous scientific
similar strategy had helped .. & o daily Kayhan and the conser- are in prison, or any statistics  Muslim world has largely failed | ternational Center lor Theorel- nevertheless share a hidden Dr, Salam spent much of

former lIsraeli me Minister

While the muted Western re-

vative newspaper Rasalat edito-

road accidents for fear that

on

in transforming us inwardly

ical Physics in Trieste, Italy.

symmetry that can be demon-

is later life g to e

Menachem Begin's Likud qutg and infusing a commitment for | which has supported the stu-  strated by an extremely diffi-  scientific education in el-
in the 1981 elections, whic long-term objectives. For ex- dents of Third World physicists.  cult set of equations. Compli- opment countries, g his
pre-election polls indicated he ample, while bewailing the Is- including several from cating matters. most of the so- native Pakistan. In 1966, he re-

might lose. Begin won the elec-
tions foll a swing in Is-

owing
:_l;ruhhc m:;inn after he or-
air st against Pales-

Neither rhetoric and violence, nor emulation or hatred of the West
can substitute the intellectual renewal on which our survival rests.

raeli lobby's power in the
United States. American Mus-
lims and Christian Arabs re-
main disorganised and ineffec-

Bangladesh. since its inception
in 1964. He had remathed an
academic icon and a hero to a
generation of Third World sci-

lutions to these equations pro-
duce infinite values rendering
the equations useless. A solu-
tion was tound by developing

called that while he worked in
Lahore. he felt-"terribly iso-
lated” by the lack of communi-
cation with his scientific 5

tinians in Lebanon and against F e e T B e e e e e, e e ot s ) tive. even though their hud h : X : .

‘ ; popula- | entists, including the writer. mathematical tools to make the  and that above all. Third World
iraq's muclear reactor. As it sponse to the Qana massacre _ rially condemned Dr Soroush., such reporting. might be con- tion is larger than American Research by Dr. Salam, Dr. equations  ‘renormalizable”, scientists need contact with
turned out. this strategy failed was deplorable. equally dis- * accusing him of being a 'liberal’  strued as a criticism of the King Jews. As Richard Curtiss | Weinberg and Dr. Glashow cul-  (hat is. [ree of uselessly infinite  count s in developed coun-

to rescue Peres' flagging ratings:
he lost by a narrow mar to
the right-wing Likud can
Benjamin Netanyahu.
owever, for Edward Said

ale,

turbing was the absence of pub-
lic outrage in Muslim capitals —
not a single mass demonstra-
tion was held against Israel
even as moving images of vic-

preaching for the separation of
religion and politics. Ayatollah
Khamanei., Lhe supreme au-
thority in matters of religion
and politics in Iran added his

or his government. Yet, Saudi
control over much of the $900
million (1984 estimate) adver-
tising expenditure in the Gulf
and in some Arab countries,

pointed out at Islamabad's In-
stitute of Strategic Studies in
May, while the Jewish lobby
spent some six million dollars
during the last American elec-

minated in equations demon-
strating a lundamental rela-
tionship — or "symmetry” — be-
tween the electromagnetic force
(which is transmitted by ordi-

solulions Nol an easy task.

Om hearing about Professor
Salam's death. in an interview,
Dr.. Glashow recalled that in
1960 he presented a paper in

tries. He dreamed of founding a
"World University” to that i
A Irequent visitor Yo Dhaka,
Professor Salam was an ad-
mirer of Professor® Satyen-

there is more to the t in tims of the carnage were shown. voice to the controversv: h th ary ligh I other f : ; i :
y: he has made Saudi-sponsored !ions. Lhe corresponding figure | nary light and other forms of Copenhagen that he believed dranath Bose. Dhaka Universi-
Lebanon than Israels im- day after day. on television. questioned the wisdom of send- press the most inﬂuF::ntiai in for Muslim groups was merely | radiation) and the weak nuclear  would lead to “standard model”  ty's legendary. world renowned
- "the onis not that Perhaps one reason for this ing students abroad for higher the Arab World. If Al-Quds is 40.000 dollars — a fraction of force. which operates within  of particle physics that would theoretical physicist of the
srael has lived outside the apathy lies in the to- education, called for making the only newspaper affected by what some Arab Sheikhs spend | atomic nuclei and is responsi- be repormalizable. “This caused 1920, - 1930s, and 1940s; of

norms of international be-
haviour in war or ce since it
was established. but that today
the Arabs are totally I-
less” Said in his article.
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tality of our dependence on the
West. Little wonder, then, that
we expect the West to voice the
moral indignation we failed to
eflectively express during the

universities more Islamic, and
asked for the removal of uni-
versity teachers who “lacked
commitment to Islam”. The de-

loyment of a 200,000-strong

the GCC ban, this reflects the
power of petro-dollars in per-
suading editors to fall in line —
though. according to Atwan. at
a price: "you lose your pride

during a single night in Western
casinos.

The spurious nature of Arab
affluence — a spin-off from
Western technology and think-

ble for certain types of radioac-
tive decay. The four known
lorces ol nature are the elec-
tromagnetic force. the weak and
strong nuclear lorces. and grav-

a dispute”. Dr. Glashow said.
“and about a month later. Abdus
Salam showed that | was all
wet!"

By the end of the 1960s. all

"Bose-Einstein statistics” and °
"Boson” fame. Some say. that
Dr. Bose's tenure at Dhaka is
what inspired Dr. Salam to or-
ganize an international confer-

. . ; ! X
With seven out of the world's 10  killings in Lebanon. aramilitary volunteer force (and) vour principles whici ing — is in sharp contrast to ily. three scientists had reached ence on low ene hysics at
leading arms-purchasing coun- Our inability to transform ﬂhg Baseej] for “enforcing Is-  you ta};]nnl I;ursli?}n 5 miin’stf-r. 18th century Europe when the | For the first instant. after penerally similar conclusions. Dhaka in I%?‘r%:eﬂ ﬁ:&s the
tries being Arab, such power- moral concern into political lamic values” during a week- nor talk about commissions opening of trade with Asia | the universe was created Lthe One was a prediction that the first tinie the wriler hard the
lessness was not due to a lack of ressure or organised forms of long campaign in May formed and corruption. of deals for brought European affluence, as | Big Bang lireball some 15 bil- weak force must be transmitted  pleasure ol seeing Dr. Salam in
military strength: Arabs were umanitarfan action has con- parl of a fresh drive for another arms that are never used. or Indeed an explosion of knowi- lion years ago physicists be- by particles undiscovered up to SOl1.

PMTH because they lacked signed us to the lowest rungs of  [ound of Islamisation. How- women's (rights)". edge. In time. the business capi- | lieve. the underlying symmetry  then. known as weak vector The writer heard many sto-
the social that comes  world politics in terms of influ-  eyer such a drive has more to If for some Muslim states oil !als of Europe became centres | of nature unified all the forces  bosons. These hypothesized ries about Dr. Salam in Eng-

from demecracy, the cultural
power that comes from freedom
of and research, the

personal power that entitles ev-
ery Arab citizen to leel that he

ence, as well as our self-exclu-
sion form the ‘international
community'. If there was a lo-
ken presence of Muslim relief
agencies during the war Iin

do with pelitics than religion.
According to BBC's Kasra Naji.
it is a show of force by Islamic
hardliners (who suffered a set-
back in Iran's recent Parlia-

wealth is the means for curbing
[reedom of expression. for Al-
geria's ultra-Islamic groups,
murder is the method. Accord-
ing to Index On Censorship. of

for the diffusion of information
and new ideas. and also for so-
cial and scientific revolutions.
No wonder. then. that despite
their oil wealth and trappings

as one, However. as the condi-
tions cooled. the synunetry was
broken and the lorces went
their separale ways. as it were.
According to The New York

particles — the W-plus. W-minus
and Z-zero particles. analogous
to the photon particles that
iransmit electromagnetic radi-
ation — became the objects of a

land. One is worth relating. One
of Dr. Salam’'s daughters sought
his help in writing a schoal pa-
per on modern physics. On
reading the paper. the school

or she is. in Iact. a citizen. and Bosnia-Herzegovina. such pres. mentary elections) to influence some 50 journalists killed ©f 'modernity’ — airports. | Times. Dr. Salam. who was very sometimes bitler race between teacher was furious! "But mv fa-
met Just a sheep in some great,  €nCe was ‘argely lacking Il War- (e forthcoming election of worldwide ‘j" 1995 half were Shopping malls. hi-tech arti- | well liked. and remembered for  .iccelerator physicists, ther is a famous physicist”. the
d's flock”™. torn Afghanistan. where or- Parliament Speaker — a crucial Algerian. And according to the facts — Muslims and Arabs re- | his kindh numners and Tousa- In 1983. a group headed by irl protestad! "Tell your father,

o reason - for Arab power- haned children still live in pa slot.in the Irgniag hier- |Commniittee W 'Protect nal! ™ain in the backwaters of his- | riant black: heardt and mus- Dri: Carle Rmbbia of Mtaly at +*1E'lln knows mothing aboutimod-

mﬁmsﬂiw# rier qusﬁi@?ﬂm nié:.;;- IH:‘]? 33 e Vists (CPJ) and Reporters Sans m.ﬁuainiy because they lack | tache. used to explain the nnln- CERN _the European Laboratory |, ern.physics!’., the teacher ad-

3 : r : g 3 H tgat ' a4 : - O S - ﬂ'ﬂﬁ ' ng{by | for Rarticle Physics in Geneva ~ mo 2 S L

possible tn:mw E;ﬁé nﬂﬁﬂrype ﬂﬁ,ﬁ. Ever _i-q.p;llgmu; _;rﬂ:n:udim !'mc ace W@* at  found :15 W'pg#lflrs.‘ and the 1" f@.ﬁd:*’abdﬁr' - Sadnt is
Lirdan contin ; ™ offers. it seems (he chil- i 17an is' exXiicting a differeft  (world Wér allists n guldts are seated  rext year they detécted Z part! ¢ the first Muslith scientist to
themselves from accumulating  dren of the an war have be-  kind of toll, ng rise to a new  Chechnya. Bosnia or Somalia. |imlvrlcu around a circular table. and a cles. which transmits what is  win the Nobel Prize. and was
the kind of power that brings' come unworthy of love and at-  genre of a political protesl. Last  Besides the an journalists N€ss syndrome: self-hatred. | salad dish is placed between  known as the weak neutral cur-  immensely proud of that fact.

sell-respect and seriousness of

tention from Muslims them-

month. Ghazaleh ullah, 37.

who were killed. "hundreds

self-destructiveness and intel:

each pair of neighbours. The

renl within atomic nuclei.

He was a devout Muslim in his

purpose . As Arab powerless-  selves — not that there is a a prominent woman novelist more were shot at. wounded. or  lectual inertia. table setting is symmetrical Acting with unprecedente . Dr. Salam was
ness was self-inflicted. als dearth of Muslim families in committed suicide. Abbas forced into silence or exile — Neither rhetoric and vio- until someone takes a salad haste. tlin- ,‘-..nh.-]l.mumu:::} {;:cn;ﬁallﬂl:il;aﬁrm mﬂTtnw"h-
to "the ravages of imperialism. the Islamic world or the West Mar'ufi. one of the most origi- victims of a ‘holy war’ against a lence. nor emulation or hatred | dish from his or her left or right awarded a physics prize to Dr out a wheelchair in his last
or to corrupt reg . or any ol who could have adopted them. nal literary minds of post-revo- state that prevented an Islamic  ©f the West can substitute the sidle. Alter that. the salad-dish Rubbia and his collaborator. ars. Dr. Salam married twice.
the uﬂ:_l-cr Iitanies of self-excul- Nor that Muslims lack a role lutionary Iran and editor of the vict in 1992 by calling off intellectual renewal on which symmelry is broken. and the Dr. Dr. Simon van der Meer. in e is survived by four children
tion” could no CAamou- model for adoption. the Prophet biweekly magazine Gardoon. the n general elections. our survival rests. other guests can no longer 1984 [Many physicists actused from his first marriage. and
Arab sell-destructiveness. (PBUH) having given it the went into sell-exile in Germany Over half a century ago. the choose between left or right Dr. Rubbia of engaging in public  gne child and his wife, from his
t years much evi- highest premium adopting a Earlier, Sharnush FParsipur [H!Et -philosopher lgqbal Suroosh Irfjani. a writer and dishes. The broken symmetry relations work to win the prize!) second marriage.
dence of such [-destructive- slave as his own son, whose feminist fiction deeply amented that devoid of the cre- scholar. is presently attached to | of the weak force results in in- Thus the "electroweak theory

ness. A case in int bein
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and eight years of war in the
Persian Gulf. And after a UN

As for Pakistan's other Mus-
lim neighbour, 17 years of 'Gov-
ernment of God' in the Islamic
Republic of Iran seems Lo have

impacted on Iranian literary
scene exiled hersell to the
United States. where she pub
lished Blue Logos, a spiritual

alive spark of selfhood (Khudi)
Muslims had become little
more than living corpses
struck by leprosy. their custo

the Institute of Strategic Stud-
ies. Islamabad. He is also the
Convenor of the JUST chapter
in Pukistan

teractions that have a leit
handed bias.
The three physicists were

able 1o demonstrate that al-
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lorged by Dr. Salam. Dr. Wein-
berg and Dr. Glashow was con-
lirmesd

Abddus Salam was born on

The writer is a Rhodes
Schelar from Bangladesh. ivho
currently lives in Princeton,
New Jersy. USA
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