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"Dictator’s legacy'
| raises doubts for
democracy

Shakil Shaikh writes
from Islamabad
The Future of

I Congress

by Nikhil Chakravartty
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Abdus Salam. Nnbel
laureate extraordinaire

PLO demands time-
table for Israeli pullout
from rural areas in WB

Trade unions threaten
strike against Milosevic
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Business

Experts suggest govt to
allow public sector dis-
tribution system as su-
- pplementary step to
end fertiliser cnisis
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meets today
emergency
executive committee of
h Awami will
be held today at 6 at Gono

Bhaban. Party chiefl Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina will

preside. reports BSS.
AL activist killed
in Pabna

PABNA. Dec B: An Awami
League worker was killed in
llr.l thana of the district early

reports (JNB.
mw--mm..

Ali Blswas 50 of
M r vill in the
thana. was at a

paddy field near his village,
Police suspected that the
was a sequel to land

IHU?A, Dec 8: Two rival
m‘uw-nuw

h-ﬁlthal mmcﬂﬂ

Hmm nu!l the clash
erupted at about 1:30 pm follow-
ing a dispule to establish
supremacy in the market area
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PM leaves for Delhi tomorrow,

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina leaves for Delhi tomor-
row on a 3-day official visit to
India at the invitation of her
Indian counterpart, H D Deve
Gowda. said an official an-
nouncement yesterday, reports

She will be accompanied
Foreign Minister Abdus
Azad, Water Resources Minister

Abdur Razzak, Foreign Secre-
tary Farooq Sobhan. Secretary

to the Prime Minister Dr Mohi-
uddin Khan Alamgir. Secretary
of the Water Resources Ministry
Dr AT M Shamsul Huda and

other concerned senior
ernment officials.
Formal talks between the
prime ministers of B adesh
and India are scheduled for Dec
11. The talks will cover thie en-
tire gamut of Bangladesh- India

relations.
ais the

of the agend
issue ufcﬁmnng the Gangers wa-
ter. on which the two govern-
ments have held talks at vari-
ous levels during the last six

months.
The process was initiated
soon after the assumption of

office at about the same timu: by

gov-

summit on Wednesday

the elected governments of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and Prime Minister Deve
Gowda in their respective coun-
tries.

During the visit, the Bang-

ladesh Prime Minister will also

call on Indian President Dr
Shankar Dayal Sharma and
Vice-President K R N ;

She will also visit the
shrines of Hazrat Khwaja
Moinuddin Chisty in Azmeer
and of Hazrat Nizamuddin Au-
lia in Delhi.

Other programmes in her
itinerary in Delhi include plac-

ICB asked to play 'positive role'

DSE trading stopped 1n a
planned way: Kibria

The Investment ration
of Bangladesh (ICB) has been
asked to operate vigorousl
the stock market, Finance Min-
ister Shah AMS Kibria an-
nounced, urging the brokers to
resume floor trading immedi-
alely to restore norma]cy in the
market,

The ﬁnance minister told
newsmen at his office yesterday
that he advised the state-run
ICB to play a ' tive role' in
the stock market to stabilise it
and protect the interests of the
investors, mainly of the small

ones.
The banking system. he said.
is expected to extend support to
the efforts for stabilising the
market and the Bangladesh
Bank governor has been con-
sulted on the government steps
for necessary cooperation so
that ICB can perform its role.
The minister. flanked by a
state minister. the central bank
. the SEC chief and the
anking secretary during the
briefing in the wake of a crisis
in the capital market. didn't
elaborate on the 'positive role

Demonstrators continue sit-in

of ICB.

His announcement came at a
critical moment for the capital
market as transactions on the
floor of Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE). the country's premier
bourse. remained c vester-
day, owing to wild protests by
share investors.

The minister said the gov-
ernment had taken some mea-
sures, such as i circuit-
breaker. through the SEC to
stabilise the market and protect
the interests of the investors.

See Page 12 Col 6

No trading at DSE

By Staff Correspondent

A day-long siege ol the
Dhaka Em':kh: c:lmgc [I::SEI!u
building by the agitating ker
market trPrldm‘s forced closure of
trldﬂ on the floor mterd

-chanting
mnritci fraders sia 5}2 In
bui
{ sk of olbe DSE bullal
ltnrs

mmﬂ-rkﬂ
mmmmdﬂ’
inite sit-in entt.'n:d its second

d'y’rﬁ"lu the second time that
has been sus in
the in recert weeks because
of the volatile situation in the
share market
Earlier. the trading ou the
bourse was disrupted last
month after the kerb market

' npcrntnr: laid siege to the [)‘SE

Production in CUFL
suspended

_pun
"

building protesting a sharp fall
in share prices.

The DSE building remained
locked the whole day yesterday
and a p of police personnel
were at the gate. The
keth market traders demanded

hment ef
Siit DSE Meibony and
resignation of the finance min
ister,

Du the 9 am to 2 pm sit
in, a rally was held. pn-nldrd
over by Moniruzzaman Monir,
convenor of newly-formed
Bangladesh Small rnvumrn
Federation (BSIF) It was ad-
dressed by some 50 small in
vestors who suffered losses due
to the sudden fall In share
prices "

Demanding imimediate steps
See Page 12 col 5

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Dec B The
Authorities of the Chittagon
Urea Fertilizer Limited (CU
have decided 10 d its pro-
duction following the reduction

ﬂ.funappljr to the CUFL. offi

They said the Bangladesh
Chemical Industries

normal production of
metric tons of fertilizer
A senlor official of CUFL

) 700

told The Daily Star today that if
the gas Is reduced by 10
milllon cu leet further, i

would be difficull 1o run the fac-

tory for production.
CUFL. a major fertilizer
producing factory of the coun-
under BCIC built at a cost of

1700 crore about 10 years
ago. meets 26 per cent of coun-

lry s fertilizer requirements. of
ficials said. e

Meanwtiile the dectision lor

iusPLrnimn of production in

sparked off agitation

among the workers who
demonstration at the f;:'ml
promises today protesting the
reduction of gas supply.

SEEDLINGS NEED YOUR ATTENTION

Your job is not over after seedlings have been planted. Seedlings

badly need care .

spedung, at almusl no cost.

Your first and foremost duty after planting of seedings is to save
them so that they slowly grow into straight, tall and big trees.

Take all precautionary measures from the very outset. Don't allow
children and cattle to come near the planted seedlings. They

.. supervision. Only you can provide that. Frankly

causes extensive damage to seedlings. Save them from their attack.

Seedlings also need watering, fertilizer and insecticide. Provide
these as per requirement and that also in right quantity. Help
seedlings to grow taller. In return, you will be immensely benefited.
For further information contact your local Forest office.

TAKE GOOD CARE OF SEEDLINGS

COASTAL GREENBELT PROJECT
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ng of wreath at the monuments
nf the Indian national leaders
in Rajghat and meeting with
senior editors and business
leaders.

Hasina will attend a uet
which will be hosted in
honour by Prime Minister Deve
Gowda on Dec 11.

The Prime Minister will also
have meetings with senior po-
litical leaders including Atal
Behari Vaj g ee and Co
President Sitaram Kesri. and
with Sonia Gandhi.

She will return home on Dec
12,

L e e e ee— e ———

Parleys on to
fmalise draft
accord

From M Anwarul Hagq

NEW DELHI. Dec 8: Intense
parleys between high officials
of Bangladesh and India con-
tinued for the third day today in
the Indian capital for settling

intricate details of the pm
posed Ganges water-sharing ac
cord between the two r:nunU'tea
expected to be signed on

December 12,

Although Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's visit
to India is due to begin within
the nﬂﬂ 48 hours. contents of
the p accord are still a
fuard secret. Negotiations are

kely to enter a ‘final stage afl-
ter Chief Minister of the Indian
state of West Bengal Jyoti Basu
holds talks with Prime

Minister Deve Gowda tomor-
See Page 12 Col 7

3 burnt alive
in N'ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Dec 8
Three persons were bunt alive

in a fire in a packaging industry
at Shashanznn in Fatullah

:arl morning yesterday. ac-
to and fire ser-
vrirc jals.

T‘hcg were identified as
abu. 40, Abdul Su]am

< of The TH were

ﬂrrp inside a room when the
fire originating from an electric
short circuit. engulfed the room
at around 5:30 am. and
fire service officials said.

Fire fighters from Hajiganj
and Mandalpara went to the
spot at aromny! 615 am and
brought the lire under control
in an hour. Six fire fighters
were also injured. in the opera-
tion. said fire service sources

The extent of damage js yet to be l
ascertained

Cabinet approves
Hayjj Policy

The Cabinet approved the
‘Hajj Policy 1997 yesterday. re-
ports UNB

The approval was given at a
Cabinet meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at her office.

to the Hajj Poli
1997. a total of Tk 78.815

be spent for each hajf ptigrim.
including house rent. plane

fare and other expenditare. The

same amount was spent last
year.

Each Hajj pilgrim will be
allowed to carry up to US dollar
550 lor personal expenses, said
an ollicial handout.

The pilgrims. who will per-
formm Hajj under the govern-
ment management. were ad-
vised to deposit Tk 16.000 in
advance for house rent al
Makkha by November 16 last.

But lor the convenience of

See Page 12 Col 4
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WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
| BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

'Preserve No 8 Theatre Rd- house'

By Staff Correspondent

]

The National Memorial at Savar is r;mng _5|_1rui:-édvup for
the Silver Jubilee celebrations of the Victory Day.

Mujib rehabilitated
Razakars: BNP

— Star photo

By Staff Correspondent

BNFP vice-chairman and

deputy leader ol the tion
in the Jatiya Sangsad [ AQM
Badruddoza Choudhury has
said the people will not turtpt

quanlum less than 40,000

'Ttu.- water-sharing treat
must be a L one an
ST cring the ey ascacar”. e
water t season”. he
told a public rally infront of the
party central office at Naya Pal-
ton in the city yesterday. The
I'FI"; was organised as part of

s on-going 16-day pro-
Ernmm_r marking the Silver Ju-
ilee of Independence.

Badruddoza Choudhury also

said that the penplc were "un-
mmprumisin giving tran-
sit facility ndia in return for
the cnunlryu due share of
Ganges waters.

' a EE Eﬂﬂl!t’l walers ﬂ IEEHH ﬁsu Hi% ﬂ%at 3111")_

negotiating on the water issue,
the government was “creating
fresh problems” in the name of

deficit of power and pleading
for transit on the plea of con-

necting Bangladesh with the

pro Asian Highway.
dressing the rally as chief
est. Badru za also accused

me Minister Sheikh Hasina
of "speaking lies frequently.
distorting the national history
and allowing Indian domina-

See Page 12 Col 2

WTO meeting begins

in S'pore today

The first World Trade Organ
isation (WTO) ministerial con
ference begins in Singapore 1o
day, reportis UNB

A 19 member Bangladesh
delegation, led by Commerce
and lndu:lrr Minister Tolael
Ahmed, left lor Singapore yes
terday to attend the 5 day con
lerence

Commerce ministers from
125 member countries of the
WTO including Bangladesh. will
take part in the conference
Representative from 30 non-
member counitries may also
join the conference.

Various new |Issues like

labour. environment. invest-
ment, competition 1es and
information tech agree
menl are likely be raised in
the conference inclusion in
the WTO agenda.

The meeting is expecied Lo

rﬂu-rn::{ review the Implemen-

tation of Uruguay Round (RU)
In the conference

Bangladesh Commerce Minis-

Yer will deliver his speech at the

Eﬁnmg seasion on behall of
.

Other members of the delega-
tion are Mosharal Hossain, MP
Commerce Secretary Syed
Alamgir Farouk Chowdhury,
DCC] President Al Hﬂ-lllin
MCCI President Samson H
Chowdhury, ICCl President
Mahbubur Rahman. FICCI
President Mahbub Jnmil
Bangladesh Empl
ciation President %-dul ﬂwll
Minto., BGMEA President
Anisur Rahman Sinha, Jattya
Sramik Federation President

Abul Basher and J Sramik
League President us Salam
Khan

See also Page 6

102 MPs for no-confidence

Seven Nepali cabinet
ministers resign

KATHMANDU, Dec B Seven
Nepal Cabinet members today
itted their resignation Lo
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba. showing their su
for a proposed no- mnﬂ nce
motion against the coalition
g_wrrnmrnt led by the Nepali
ongress (NC) Party, reports
Xinhua
The ministers. all from the

ruli partner, the National
Democratic Party (NDP).
handed over their tions

lo the prime minister earlier
Jeanvh "

ile. NDP parliamen-

Llary leader Lokendra Bahadur

Chand submitted a mem-
srandum by 102 MPs to
King Bir a. asking him teo

IEB convention
begins today

By Staff Correspondent

The 41st annual convention
of the Institution of Engineers
Bangladesh (IEB) begins in the
city today.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the 3-
day convention which will be

See Page 12 Cal 4

call a special session of the
Lower House Lo discuss the no-
confidence motion against the
government.

Under the constitution of
Nepal. a special house session
could be called by the King if
demanded by a two-third ma-
muf the 205-seat Lower

. A motion of no-confi-
dence would require 103 votes
in the Lower House.

Rumours here said earlier
Chand would be the prime min-
ister if a new coalition govern-
ment is formed between NDP
and the main tion Com-
munist Party Nepal-united
Marxist and Leninist (CPN-
UML].

Clash at DU

A clash between two lefl-
leaning student nrganllntlﬂnl

nn thr Dhaka University
left lc‘llﬁlll
cgmd hmn.rl:mth m

The clash between Biplobi
Chhatra Moitri and
{:hh.-u- Moitri took in

Principal held for "torture’

21 students rescued from
Ctg madrassah

CHITTAGONG. Dec 8 Police
today reseued 21 students of a
madrassah who were fettered as
punishment and arrested its

and a teacher for per-
petrating torture on the young
sters. reports LUINB.

Kotwall police conducted an
J)crntlnn at Tasbidul Quran

hissunnah Madrassah at
rail station colony and found
the students in fetters. two days
ahead of Human Rights Day.

Hundreds of people from
different parts of the port city
thronged the Kotwali lice
station to see the m-ramﬂm
dents and the cruel princi

The principal. Maulana
Saleh med. and teacher
Mohammad Waliullah were
kept in e custody while the
resc students were taken

into safe custody
Local prupl: said they were
shocked to hear cries and

shouts of the students everyday
and at one stage they informed

lhr‘l]:}:)

e son of the principal.

Abdullah Al Mamun. a stu |

of class seven of the madrassah,

waa the 21 students who
put in fetters with an iron

wuglhtmﬂ about 5 kg
did not rum lete my
lessons and for this | have been

punished this way for last one
month.” said 11-year-old Ataul
Hm‘:l who hails from Fotika of
Hathajari thana.

His father. Mufti Ahmedul
Haq., got him admitted to the
madrassah only one and half
months back.

See Page 12 Col 8
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2oth V-Day

rs at a reminiscence
rll-ﬁein the city yutl:rdn]r

Ngwmunmt mﬂ

0. 8 Theatre Road
- house in Calcutta to

furpruerﬂg_ﬁituunenfﬂm

mee

u
the Indian

over the

at
mﬁiﬂﬁu the temporary
se was
headquarter of the government
CE'L glcgpltf IE R;p;hlin of
ngladesh in-exi uring the
Liberation War.
The reminimenc: meeti
organised by the National Mu-
seum at its Children's audito-

rium was addressed
others. Fayez ;I'Lh::mm.ll:':"r B.mag

Hasan Imam. Kamal tham
ABM Musa, Ali Zaker and
artiste Swapon Chowdhury
Th: upcak:rn said that a
gwau trying to put
Muutana hasani against
Bangabandhu. regarding the
Bangalee culture. In fact, it was
Moulana who first united the
cultural activists of the two

Bcn.ga]s at the Kagmari confer-

ence, they said.

In spite of political differ-
ences with Bangabandhu,
Bhasani had acted as an adviser
to the Mujib Nagar government.
they pointed out.

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak yesterday urged
all pro- ilbcrauun fnn:en to
unite to reach the fruits of inde-
pendence among the common
people.

e are divided for a long
time, but on the eve of the Silver
Jubilee of the Victory Day we
have to take p to build a
sonar la as dreamt by the
father of the nation Banga-

See Page 12 Caol 1

s of the Libera-

Work on new
sectt bldg to
start soon

The construction work of the
Bangladesh Jatiya Shachibal-
aya |Bangladesh National Sec-
retariat) project will start soon
on 47 acres of land at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar, earmarked for

the purpose, reports BSS,

al a meeting on the im -

tation of the in the
conference room of the Min-
istry of Housi and Public
Works with the State Minister

for Housing and Public Works
Afsaruddin Ahmed Khan in the
chair.

The meeting was told that on
the basis of the plan and design
made by the American archi-
lect. Louis Kahn. in 1974, the
Department of Architecture has
taken the initiative to imple-
ment the project within two
years time.

_ The mee was also in-
lormed that all sorts of service
facilities incl mosque. li-

b - auditorium, post offices,
ban telephone exchanges,
cafeteria and securit arrange-
ments would be available in the
new secretariat.

Killing of Chinese
engr : Main

accused held

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Dec 8: Police
arrested the main accused in
the Chinese engineer murder
case after a shoot-out at Ba-
rabkundu under Sitakundu this

Md. Ali alias Ailla was

caught red-handed with bullet
injures. Three other policemen

were also injured the ex-
change of fire, police durﬁd

The exchange lm
when police rnjded their
out this evening.

POPULATION INFORMATION DIRECTORIES

The National Institute of Population Research and Training (NIPORT) is
going to prepare directories for population experts,. population institutes/
organisations and current population researches for the year 1995-1996.
The experts, i.e., researchers, trainers, information specialists, policymakers
and the top level programme managers and institutes/organisations in GOB,
NGOs, and private sectors involved in population, family planning and
maternal and child health (FP-MCH) related activities, and the researchers
who are currently conducting studies on population and FP-MCH are
requested to contact the undersigned through letters, telephone, fax or
e-mail to be listed in the directories on or before January 15, 1996.
A set of questionnaires will be mailed to the short-listed experts, institutes/
organisations and the researchers for providing necessary information.
NIPORT deserves the right of inclusion or exclusion of the name of any
experts, institutes/organisations, and researchers in the directories.
MD ZAHIDUR RAHMAN BHUIYAN
Project Director, Papulation Information Directories
NIPORT, Azimpur, Dhaka-1205. Phone : 864448-51, Fax : 0088-02-863362,

e-mail: rafiq.npt@drik.bgd.toolnet.org(9:1880/1.290)
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