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Spirit of Indepen

Thursday was a day ol expressing rlﬂ: senti-
ments and right resolves touching upon er-
nance of this land. This went capitally well with
the celebration of the silver jubilee ol indepen-
dence picking up pace. While a two-day seminar of

s recommended a national commission for
:ﬁnet:uing the mment reforms and

also other radical measures and Minister
Kibria accepted those all as ha great tial
for translation into reality. Prime Minister

Hasina was talking to a conference of Deputy
Commissioners things that rarely come from the
chief executive of the nation.
Hasina on her own said the DCs and other
lic servants were employees of the republic not
of the government — any government. As such they
Sl'l()l.lkf:,:ﬂt from now on exert to beef up attendance
at the ruling party's or the Prime Minster s public
mee s. She assured them they would not face
any lem in the discharge of their duties from
the politicians. If there was any they were free to
seck and get rectification. And she called upon the
DCs to go after the terrorist criminals without car-
for culprits’ connections.
uty Commissioners are the field level arms
of the government and the latter must d on
the DCs for the execution of its decisions and pro-
grammes. Hasina asked them to telephone her di-
recﬂ' if they were stuck up.
this gains in relevance inst a recent ob-
servation t the government was going fast with
its decision making but implementation of the de-
cisions was as sluggish as ever, It has been right to
up the field-level executives. Now it remains to
up the areas of government that the PM lives
surrounded by — the :
At the end of the day Hasina is going to get a brief
on the ERD-World Bank seminar on governmental
reforms from Kibria. The reforms are geared to

making the government smaller — which the PM
has already pledged to chisel into — and more effi-
cient which must take s to shape into.

Perhaps it is the spirit of the day that lanuk.l“.:;ﬂ
this time simply bristle with ideas. The task
be to properly sift them and get the core things
among them translated into reality.

Sliding Saga
The stormbound capital market of the country

med the most bearish week in the recent times
Thursday. The unabated down trend, that has

taken aback the traders following a spell of

cal and general skyrocketing of share prices

is to hold further, as many are_of the
opinion that from an astronomical height of 3647,

¢ market index has to come down to 1500 before
showing any sign of steadiness.

The situation was so bad on the bourse floor that
companies whose scripts were to woo
traders following the recent incentive announce-
ments and the mandatory relaxation of the circuit
breaker for three days, also got acquainted with
hitherto unknown  phenomenon of nosedive in in-
terest and price. Daunted by this new pattern of re-

versal “amidst a mum atmosphere,
some companies have even forced to posm
the dates of such commercial practices like k
closure and incentive announcement. Even in-
vestors who are seeking exit from the market do
not have a way out. e lower limit of circuit
breaker is apparently proving the spanner in the
works there.

Ascent or descent may be the essence of any
bourse but the stalemate and the apparent lack of
coordination between the government watchd
Securities Exchange Commission and the Dhaka
Stock Exchange is fuelling fear and frustration in-
stead of diffusing them. _

Observers have suggested a few steps immedi-
ately to get rid of the stasis now plaguing the mar-
ket. Among them notable are: inclusion of private
sector representatives with capital market experi-
ence in the SEC, rise in the number of government
nominated members as well as FBCCI and similar
other business organisation nominees on the
board of council of DSE, streamlining of the DSE
administration in a manner so that no broker can
influence it. -

While the market can wait for some more time to
be through with its phase of corrections, the gath-
ering clouds of frustration and anger because of the
reign of paralysis among the market forces and a
lack of transparency, need to be taken on by the au-
thorities in a more forthright manner. ause,
despite Fmrernment's repeated commitment to the
eause of small investors' interest, signs of encour-
agement are yet to be seen. The bewilderment due to
the stre ening proclivity of the bourses to go
into hibernation, if allowed to hold, will actually
contribute to the imminence of crash, something
which will serve, neither the people nor the gov-
ernment.

- Think Natioilally

‘Agriculture, Food, Relief and Disaster Manage-
meént Minister Motia Chowdhury's recent criticism
of country's technocrats had a ring of realistic rel-
evance than utopian ineffectuality or sentimental-
ism. The focal point of her reservation was our
general inclination to fall for donors' advice with-
out any prior and proper evaluation of them vis-a-
vis national interest. . The citing of embankment
Egnljects and their adverse effect was only the sym-

lic representation of a reality-that has long been
rﬂﬂlng in our country.

a developing country with various economic
constraints, we do need foreign aid but the discre-
tion for using them must originate from the view-
point of national interest.

More topically speaking, embankment projects
as the only measures to curb the severity of floods,
has a tradition of rea:éﬁ approval from local au-
thorities. The host of other problems ranging from
the obvious minimisation of land to the displace-
ment of certain communities so vitally involved
with our economy had always run the risk of being
swept under the carpet so easily.

On the other hand, dredging has always been
projected as a quixotic project for enhancing navi-

lity and curbing the severity of flood. The fact

t%d&cs not always need to be done on a
grand and small dr ng projects are more

suitable in the context, never had a
' tion. It all stemmed from
light of na-

to be more nationally fo-

|

|
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HE month of December

is the month ol victory

day. On the 16th ol De
cember, 1971 as may be reca
lled, the occupation army of
Pakistan was lorced to a sur
render and Bangladesh was
liberated. Incidentally, Bang
ladesh crosses 25 years in this
December and the whole nation
is poised to celebrating the
silver jubliee of independence
Various organizations have
chalked out different pro-
grammes (o make the show
and worthwhile We

would to share the senti-
ments of in this month
and just remind a differ-

ence: all wars are not liberation
wars, only a few of them are and
fought a war of liber-
ation. The ramifications and
g of olr silver jubilee thus
with a different taste and
flavour than many others
elsewhere
But we strongly feel that
mere celebrations are not all

that the ﬂmjubuct should
aim to be. we fought and
won a liberatjon

miﬁdmmhagl:'

part is the commitments,
wishes and 2eals that drove us
to take up the to fight and
those need to reckoned with
clearly. Thus highlighting the
SUCCess stories in war sectors or
reminiscence of those horrible

and nights might tell the
mu{ the whole sode We
also need to evaluate the per-
formances (of ours) in the ful
filment of our
the commitments on which
three million peag; &:ﬂ bru-
tally slaughtered e Pak-
istani forces and a few more
millions lost much of their
lives. Whﬁ.:;?ﬂlhl for a
separate
There were a of rea-
sons but summarily thase can
be placed as follow: we fought
because (a) we wanted that peo-
ple's representatives should
rule a country. This implied
further that ratic insti
tutions should be developed
from the local level to the cen
tre. (b) it was desired
that, as op to the con-
trolled freedom of press’ in
Pakistani era the emerging
country adesh would have
full freedom of and media.
{c) we relished that Bengalee
would be our state ge and
our cultural heritage should be
upheld in right earnest. (d) we
would take up I:I'H,gmﬂ'll{‘ socio-
economic policies and pro-

so that the people of
E.:l country could eke outl a
relatively better standard ol

living. and level of poverty
would go down.

Economic

On this month of silver jubilee, let us not celebrate (because we have very little to do so) but take a vow and say:
dear martyrs and friends, we are sorry that we dropped your dreams. But we do promise to pick them up and

growth with social justice (later
enshrined as socialism in the
constitution) to be the
ipal motto that propelled

the wheels of our liberation
. In fact, as said before,

there were a volley of other fac-
tors that ignited all of us to join

the liberation war but a few Df-

them have been submitted to
C on with the discussions
further.

Let us now try to examine
in respect of
the mar

i

period Democracy was made
Greek to us and democratic in-
stitutions were booted down
Civil and military bureaucracy
dominated the . In

the post-independence era.

clected Eu:pk'l representatives
voted through adult franchise

ruled us for only eight years or
s0. That is. only for one-third of
the period of our nation-hood.
we were lucky to have had gov-
ernments that came to power
through ballots For more than
three-fourths of the total pe

rfod. military or quasi-mili

tary rulers ruled us Some of
them had organized general
elections but those were of Ayub
Khan variety. Even to day. we
have an elected government at
the centre but local government

bodies are yet o see the light of
autonomy, democr and peo
le's participation. We. there

ore. miscrably lalled 1o mate
rialise the very first motio of

our independence Close at heel

was the lssue of freedom of
ress and electronic media
ince democracy and press
freedom go hand in hand need
less to mention here haps
that the press freedom had been
destined (o the same late As of
lo day. we can only boast ol the
degree ol freedom of the press
but as far as electronic media is
concemed, we are still 1in the
old days.
In papers. Bengalee Is our

state lmugt But the language
as a n um of instructions i

higher education is yel o get a
good start. Over the years. suc-

make sincere efforts to materialise them by the next 25 years.

cessive mments did v
little to m

ate required funds
80 that Bengalee text books at
the tartiary and university lev-

uld be ﬂ.lﬂ#' av
rm #tﬂ rife fust a
case there Is no standard text
book on economics that could
be recommended for university
graduates or for Masters More
acute is the case wirh science

and research books. It is as if we
hmhh Pakistanis to speak
in only and not to read
. “The hopes

or write in
and
of la

tions of the

to the
Wit

cal freedom can. . sadd
to have been . The
other half should only
when we have a sustained

democratic set-up from top to
nces
in the ecanomuc [ront? Alles

down What about pe

and liberation
movements were. thus. dashed

the liberation of the
country, only half of the politi-

fore grown at a much faster rate

during the period since inde-
pendence than it did
period of partnership with

istan” :
It may be mentioned here

the

that performance indicators

have both absolute and relative
dimensions. In absolute term.
as far as economic rate
is concerned. we have ampie
scope to be in this month
of silver jubilee But in relative
terms. we have very little to eu-
logize with Because the

capita income difference .
tween and india or
between adesh and Pak-
istan widened over the years
implying that the growth rates

in other countries were much

higher than ours
tinue to be the 5t

There could be. in evidence
some structural c

So we con-

ges in the
the period 1971

contribution of agri-

all. at the end nl._thl! day. it is
the economic emancipation
that would reign high. Had we

been economically better off in

winild s

want

ner

post - i Bangladesh,
le would be better-off As

not so strongly
to part with our part-

ur Rahman Khan put it,
ndence
was expecied to lead higher

“by implication. ir

owth and greater well being
than would have been possible

with continued paytnership

with Pakistan”

Avallable evidences tend Lo
spggest that Bangladesh has
owth

achieved a laster rn11 ol
in GDP in the indepen -
dence era than durir

fornmance as a t:ﬁ’l.lhu.n
Between |975- 1993,

per cent per annuim as
10 a growth rate of 3.2
between 1950-1970.

heen laster than the re-

independence growth rate. I."'l,'l‘s:l'.*

average living standard ol the
people of Bangladesh has there-

TICE €TA, We

it was hoped that in the

its per
Hnnﬂidnh
wilhessed a growth rale of 4.3

cent

per
capita GDP i1s also said to have

cultural sector to GDP drasti-
cally declined to account for
barely one third of our GDP
The fall in the share of agricul

ture to GDP could be a good news

had the resources been shifted
to relatively more productive
and dynamic sectors. Unfortu-

nately that did not seemn to have

happened The share of con
struction, public administra

tion and services — in the lorm

of traditional t s of services

— hiked over t

years. The dy-

namic modern manufacturing

sector tiited very
growth By and |large. we had
Lar

whatsoever over the last 25

Hitle towards

‘od almos!t no growth

years in seclors that tend to

propel growth further but wit-
nessed growth' that tend to dis-
play slower growth Just think

of the public services. One could

argue that one ol the

poorest

and the smallest countries of

the world has one of the richest
and the largest public services.
There have been very little at-
tempts Lo trim the size down.

Various commissions have

been constituted but their rec-

ommendations could not see

the light of the day
About the incidence of

poverty. conclusive evidences

are scarce while ev-
idence are in abundance.
Notwit the accur

of statistics so far used. it -
fices to say that more than half
of the population still

under . And the

tude that are
being gquoted some studies
tend to show that

would, pe . need to cross

four more silver jubilees to cel-
ebrate a 'no Y situation.
lvtryn little dent to povert
t to the Y
| adesh
. S50 3 -
formed ter m !P:I'TIIE pcr_
lation growth and pnwm
conitrol over the whole
since i nce Total fer-
tility rate is estimated to have
gone down from seven in 1970
to 4 3 in early 1990s. Average
age of marriage for women. re-
portedly. increased by 18 per
cent *from 159 years in 1974 to
1B B years m early 1990s. It is
also reported that 40 per cent of
the women in child-be age
are using contraceptives
records are praiseworthy given
the persuasiveness of popula-
tion pressures but the demo-

Eraphlr tradition still trails
_ that of West Bengal.
During the period 1965-70
gross investment amounted to
AR aver of 116 per censt of
GDP of h 8.4 per cent origl-
nated from domestic savings
and 3.2 cent from net capi-
tal inflow In the early | ;
the figures were 128 65 and 2 2
per cent, respectively However
the good news is that the con.
iribution of workers remit
tance to GDF has been increas
ing since | and now
constitutes 5-6 per cent of GDP
The rate of investment that we
are laced with appears much
lower than that prﬂ'llllnf in
neighbouring countries
Economists argue that to make
a dent to poverty Bangladesh
needs to attain a sustained
growth rate of seven per cent per
annum and thal possibly re-
ires an investment rate of 21
5 cent per annum
most laudable achieve-
menis have been in the realm of
our export sector Merchandise
exporis as a proportion ol GDP
has utrﬂ-ﬂ:rrfrmn 2.4 per cent
in 1975 to about 10 per cent in
1990s. The contribution of RMG

Silver Jubilee: Let's Ponder and Wonder!

rose from an insi ant level
in the second of the 1970s
to accound for more than half of
ihe total exports in |990s
There has also been some rise
11 share of income elastic ex-
port commodity over the years

However. the sector of
Bangladesh is booked
on 1o concentration, both geo-
graphic and commodities. In

the immediate post-indepen-
mﬂﬂﬂﬁl. juttth:ndjult

emer as major
earners of our mﬂ%
but now it is by :
Diversification of is yet
to take place in a large scale.

ness. literacy rates and school
enroliments seemed to have

e

Finally. we progressed. al-
legedly. very little on owur
towards

highlight a few of the
ac s and failures in
our socio-economic fronts. A
Elcln at the records would. per-
aps. clearly forstall the
mise that we miserably
ailed to materialize the com-
mitments to the . to the
martyrs and to the world at
large. After 25 years of our in-
: . We are rated
as one of the poorest (with a per
capita income of 8 230), under
deve and the most "'under-
dog in the world s league table
of socio-economic perfor-

mance We are just ﬂ:m at
an age when we were

o run last, ¢ over

follies when t'lyn“zltm mrﬁ
be built in . chewing
the causes that we cursed before
independence. There is no
sha of doubt that, .I'l:l
large. we have betrayed

blood of our and we
seemn Lo continue 1o do that.

On this month of silver ju-
bilee, let us not celebrate
(because we have very little to
do so) but take a vow and say:
dear martyrs and friends, we
are sorry that we dropped your
dreams. But we do promise to
pick them up and make sincere
efforts to materialise them by
the next 25 years. Liberation
war never ends, its a continuous

process.

Seizing an Opportunity for Good Governance

of justice ... People's expectations are known to.the government, and those can be

K F we look arowurid, we tend
o understand that enly
. economic development
S e soertoniy e
sovereignty impre-
R Bl oy R
are
felt by heart by the authorities
concerned in government and
politics; not to replicate the
same, but to use as reference in
our current national and global
context. The i L exis-
tence of those countries would

~ have been disturbed. if they

could not attain the status of
economic tigers. :flin. the
question of political stability
in Malaysia and Indonesia were
closely related to their respec-
tive economic . It is re-
ported that the governments of
these countries never compro-
mised with anti-development
activities of any sort.

In vari of ways, ideas
hindering development, and
activities thereof, come out in
public. One such retrograde
thought is communalism. If
communal harmony is lost, so-
cial unrest would increase and
law and order deteriorate. As a
result, the production of goods
and services would slow
even fall back. Over here, we
m:if draw the instances of
Malaysia and Indonesia. In
both the countries Muslim
[:opulatiun is in majority. But
he governments of these two
countries have ensured full po-
litical and economic rights to
the business community of
Chinese . who are minor-
ity. for the sake of communal

., peace and develop-
ment. ensure this, govern-
ments there had to suppress
communal instigation and

pressure, unleashed vested
occasionally, with

quarters,

materialised only through good governance

... That is the need of the hour, writes

HMMMMM

iron-hand. But. this is yet to
ha in our country. Often it
is leit that our politics has not
reached the non-communal

plane, and self-seckers in
communal are standing in
the way of pment.

Another extremely adverse
factor is the politicisation of
government and semi-govern-
ment organisations; which
virtually call a halt to devel-
opment. By politicisation it is
meant that preference or pa-
tronisation is given to party
workers. followers and/or sup-
porters. in matters of appoint-
ments. promotions, transfers
or in providing other privileges
in those organizations. One es-
sential ingredient of economic
development is to increase the
productivity ol each organisa-
tion of the government, simply
because macroeconomic man-

ement of the count is
within the jurisdiction oi the

ment. Gov- |
ernment builds socio-economic
infrastructures and runs some
key industries and service or-
ganisations. As such, the ne-
mﬂ? of placing experienced
and honest personnel in all
those organisations can hardly
be over-emphasised. But, when
putittctu]atlm't is opted for mean
political pu . experience
and honesty are not considered
first; people of less calibre, even
deemed unfit, get placed in

tion for development is vio-
lated: which lays the basis for
corruption, manipulation and
other vices. We have seen vari-
ous such instances, as also re-
ported in the press. during the
previous regimes.
There is a factor of

and capability in running busi-
ness, trade, commerce and in-
dustry. It vanies from person to
person — as to aptitude, tradi-

tion. ence and training,
etc. If the right type of en-
trepreneurs or businessmen are

not chosen, and/or are
of the t-type facilities, then
the pment will be under-
standably thwarted. In the past,
as allegations go, politicisation
&w such persons as suddenly
ame businessmen, contrac-
tors and industrialists se
favour-earned licences an
permits to earn easy money or
man to get huge loans
mm agafnsl. not so strict
collateral. They did not produce
goods and services; thereby '
pressive burden’ is borne by K
society, for their illegal gains.
Examples are many, one need
not show them, they are visible
and feit.

What is evident from various
types of politicisation is that it
not only retards growth, but
also finally fails to protect the
regime itself. One lesson, per-
haps, is June 12 parliamentary
election. Now Awami League,

earn s of the :
should wtnlﬂy forget that.

come tions of partisan-
ship are against AL

government for appointments
made in the universities, bank-
ing, and other sectors, so far? It
is also r in the press that
some egedly political ap-
pointees of previous BNP
regime are quite in comfortable
positions by con-
nections with influen guar-
ters of present AL government.
[t seems government is paying

no heed to such : -
g in & asction of e pocay:

, the generation
which has crossed 55 years of
age, and seen how some offi-
cials remain favourite to all
regimes so much so that one
given retirement by the earlier
regime gets reinstated by the
successive one. Of course, we
can not blame only the political
leadership for all that; such in-
cumbents are equally adept in
the reciprocal technique —
s{cnphanqr and manipulation
of relationships for personal
gains. But, no economy can

per. unless the ruling pars
eaders come out of n

likes and dislikes and uphold
rule of law, equal ac-
cess to all. We hope Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina will give
serious thought to it, to avoid

repetition of the faults of past
regimes To maintain law

dispensation of justice.
uently, an impression
is created by the selfish influen-
tial quarters that honest and
persons are not avail-
e, except those chosen by
them(even if their integrity is
uestionable). But, this is far
m;t.;.u- u;tfh and reality. As a
act, ab-
hor flattery ﬂ:ﬁudmn at-
tract the attention of powerful
few. In course of discussion
with a reputed retired member
of civil service, it is learnt that
in the past there was a proce-
dure to keep lists of good and
bad at the different lev-
els of government. He referred
to the maintenance of VCNB
(village criminal note book) at
thana level up to '70s, covering
all areas of the coyntry. He was
of the opinion that previous
ce be revived updated and
urther a ted intelli-
nce services, i.e. DGFI and
Sl now available in our inde-

ndent republic. to pre
such list for information of all
Eiuar::m mu'nt;-: If this ser-
ce is ‘disciplined
force’, within the meaning of
the Constitution of the Repub-
lic, then there would be no diffi-

culty in %et names of
persons for erent positions
in the interest of the country.
We feel that the government
may appreciate this idea and

take necessary action to
a list of good pcrmnam

and integrity. In this computer-
age. such a task can be
hm;nﬂnd with speed and -
C :

I:rthc second session of the
7th parliament, Indemnity
(Repeal) Bill 1996 was on
November 12, 1996, facilitating
the trial of the killers of -
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur -
man and others. Now. the law
will take its own course. Mean-
while, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. along with her 52-
member ent . attended the
World Food Summit (13-17
November 1996) in Rome: and,
also to invite ltalian investors.
People are waiting to see the
actual results. However, sad ex-

periences of seeing big delega-
tions going abroad without

ime Minister's entour to
prove otherwise. by their
up actions, generating
confidence in the minds of the
general people.
Simultaneously. field-level

-efforts need to be made, to in-

crease production and to pro-
vide two square meals a day to
the poor. ensuring security to
all and providing them equal
access to opportunities. People's
expectations are known to the
government; and those can be
materialised onl
overnance. With the of
lack laws. as Indemnity was
one, the government of Sheikh
Hasina can take firm steps to
promote welfare of the people in
ﬁgntral- That's the need of the
ur.
The writer is an economist

Suhrawardi Udyan
— "Cut down the
trees!"

Sir, Many writers in this
column are expressing their
opinions on the subject. Some
are recommending that the
trees should be cut down and the
field be reverted back to its pre-
1975 state of an open space, so
as to allow political parties to
hold public meetings.

This suggestion is not only
unwise, it is a ridiculous one.
How could one suggest to cut
down so many trees when the
country is cam for tree
gl:nnta n? For the concentra-

of population we have in
the metropolis. our number of
parks are inadequate and so
are the number of trees, to ab-
sorb all the carbon dioxide we
emit.

It is real funny to suggest
that we should cut down such a

large patch of green spot in the
city to pave way for itical
\Ttias (o hold thels nise

wonders at the level of

to recomimen-
Wﬂmnum
nation exists the political

mllﬂdnﬂtﬂthﬂ'

way:
0
"It is quite agreeable that po*"
mpﬁruum_mmnm—

those high positions. Conse- Wwhich vociferated against BNP and order is the responsibili and advocate, Bangladesh
quently, one vital pre-condi- on the politicisation issue to of the government, so is quic note of honesty, intelligence Supreme Court

— — --:_ - — e —== —

- g ——— — —

sance by holding meetings on  jtal cities are so poorly con- notably for long storage. countered with such test result any action to the allega-

the streets making the lives of
city dwellers hell. However, a
pratimauc solution to holdin
¢ meetings could be the fol-
wing:

a) The parties may hold
meetings inside the stadiums
and auditoriums on payment.

b) The government should
allow multiple number of TV
channels in the private sector
so that the parties would be able
to buy time and propagate their
policies and programmes
through TV channels which is
the norm of today's civilised
world. In this way the view-
points of the parties would
reach not only to the limited
audience present at the meeting,
but to all intending viewers a
over the country.

Nurul Basher
Khilgaon, Dhaka

"Unaware of the

Sir, | would ’lkc to focus on

two different news headlines:
First — a high-rise bulilding

a < in E;irﬂl:nnn Oct 2B,
on a apparen
*%tﬁd reason (Dated
. 1996, Daily Star).

— Most residential
buildings in Central Asia's cap-

structed that they could col-
lapse in a severe earthquake, a
seismic expert said on Oct 28,
1996, reports AP (Dated Oct 30,
The Daily Star).

No matter how well a con-
crete structure is designed but
most of its success lies on the

le who do the job in the
H:f . And as serious negligence
is prevailing in the concrete-re-
lated work in our country,
where most structures are con-
crete-based, Bangladesh is no
exception than Central Asia —
and Cairo incident' could easily
be repeated anywhere in our
country.

Negligence develops from ig-
norance, Belnig unaware due to
proper knowledge, one might
dig his own grave. But the situa-
tion is bad and getting worse
day by day.

In recent tests (compressive
strength test of concrete cylin-
der), it has been found that
other things remaining the
same, concrete with low quali'y
cement showed half the
strength of the concrete with

high quality cement. Usually

_ -quality maintaining ce-
IIL‘I.I'I{I are costlier and

" home-made.

But brand name is not all,

because cement loses its
strength due to various reasoris,

weather condition etc. So it
would be best to test the cement
before important job like roof
slab casting. Even for unimpor-
tant job one can check by

throwing a handful of cement
orni a bucketful of water, the par-
ticles should float for some
time before they sink.

Another thing one should
try to ensure which is rare
in our country that water
should be added t of
cement, that is a fixed water-
cement ratio by weight. This is
so important because concrete
strength falls remarkably with
rise in water. While placing
concrete please check that it is
thoroughly compacted as con-
crete str h rises remarkably
with density. (In cube tests it
was found that 10 per cent void
containing concrete got half
strength of fully compacted
concrete.)

If you are using khoa (brick

le) in concrete, be sure to
test that the brick (from which
khoa will be made) has the

compressive strength ,larger
than the required concrete
strength.

(compressive st. of concrete

cylinder] that showed only on
an average 1250 (pounds

sq inch) which W'E:i nendcdpuu tnp;
at least 2,800 psi in that partic-
ular case. Please do think about
these facts if you are somehow
engaged with concrete-maki
or spending your hard-earn
money to make a thing to be
proud of, not a disaster-prone
one

!.u!ay the Bestower help us all.

Enamur Rahim Latifee

Student of Civil Engg. BUET,
Dhaka

PM's bold move

Sir, | have gone through the
commentary by Mr Mahfuz
Anam published on Nov 25,
1996 under the caption "PM's
bold move Now for the next ™
The way Mr Anam has written
on the move of Prime Minister
to invite the President to probe
the allegations of the opposi-
tion BNP independently is bold
and laudable — 1 didnt under-
stand. The allegations of the
BNP relate to re on its
workers especially police ha
rassment

In this connection. | like to
say that the President is not a
person but an institution He
cannot constitutionally take

tions of the BNP and to mediate
a solution to retum them to the
Parliament. One cannot deny
the fact that the President is a
former chief justice and is hon-
oured by all quarters. But that
does not mean that he can do
anything unconstitutionally.
There is no provision in the
Constitution that the President
can take such action as per sug-
gestion of the Prime Minister.
"~ The Prime Minister knows it
very well. Her on own
volition in this regard is a
diplomatic adroitness.

Somebody will definitely
say that "though there is no
provision in the Constitution
yet what will be the harm to
take such action by the Presi-
dent for the interest of the coun-
try " Yes, | do not disagree with
them Bul some parliamentary
procedures are needed to make
any new provision in the Con-
stitution and it requires time.
One should realise the situa-
tion

However, Mr Anam s -jm
tions in {1 of two ot
demands of are :
thy | hope the t will
do the needful to i t the
suggestions without further de

lay

Salahwdden Chowedhary
North Mashdar. Narayangan



