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By Staff Correspondent
Fire broke out at the ground

floor of Walsow Tower on Kaxi
Islam Avenue near

day afternoon. The fire. which
started around |40 pm. burnt
some 15 bundles of papers
Hnrﬁdlnlrmmnlult

&wai reported. The
fire could not be

knu-n i_!ﬁ-ltdjf.

ir, Kamr

old quarters ca_riy yesterday
Fakir, aged about 55 was re-
e Rt

at a-
ngirchlr at around 2 am.
Police recorded a case in this

and launched a

Staff Correspondent

The condition of Chit
Awarm leader -
Hayat Khan turned critical

r‘:ﬂﬂay at Combined Military
osSpi (CMH). in the city

where doctors had shifted him
to the intensive care unit. Khan
was admitted to the CMH with
bullet wounds on Nov 18. He
two daya

tnl]-cn:rllﬂ:mrl in his oﬁ: in
Chittagong when he refused to
pay them.

‘r itics as he wishes.
HH’E

AGRAHAYAN 23 1403 BS.
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Jubilee of Victory Day.

Dhaka city Mayor Moham-
mad Hanif vesterday said all
political parties are free to
carry on their political acti-
vities without any interference
during the Awami League go-
vernment. reporis UNB

"Being a democratic party,
Awami League is determined to

tect the democratic rights of
all irrespective of opinion and
belief.” he told a rally in front
of the party central office in the
afternoon.

The city Awami League or-
ganiscd the rally in observance
of the "Democracy Day”. mark-
ing the sixth anniversary of the
ouster of autocrat Ershad.

"We had ousted Ershad, but it
does not mean they (Jatiya
Partyl will not be able to exer-
cise their political activities. '
saitl Hanil. who is also the pres
ident ol city Awami League.

He added: “We believe in
demeeracy and so do we believe

efirvone-his Mae Tirht to

criticised the previous

ment for "not allow-

ing Jatiya Party to hold meet
ings” In the capital during first

'AL firm to protect
democratic rights'

three years of BNP government,

“This was not democracy.”
Hanif said blasting BNP who,
he alleged. had disrupted the
activities of Awami League dur
ing the Ziaur Rahman's rule fol-
lowing the assassination ol
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

Referring to BNP's pre-con-
dition that 500 of its workers
must be released before it re-
turns to parliament. the Awami
League leader advised the main
opposition party to submit a
list of such arrested people.

“If there is a single person
arrested only for his political
affiliation and without any
specific charge. the government
will release him.  he said echo-

ing the Prime Minister.

Hanifl said Awami League is
determined to institutionalise
democracy in the country as it
"does not believe in the politics

af hullet nor in capturing
= prwrer through o
Bul conspira atl ‘'contin-

ued jor last 21 years against
Awami League has been
launched again. he alleged and

See Page 12 Col 3
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Wuman freedum ﬁghters tramed in Gobra Camp and woman dl'tlﬂ'll-"- of "‘l\'lnl-l'“.'nllll Hdngia |
Betar Kendra were accorded a reception in the city yesterday on the occasion of the Silver

—Star photo

| Calling Ershad

autocrat 1s
distorting
history: JP

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party Secretary (ivn-
eral Anwar Hossain Muanju
yvesterday said that those who
call Ershad an autocrat are ac-
tually distorting history.

He was speaking at a discus-
sion meeting organised to mark
the “"Constitution Protection
Day” observed by the Jativa
F‘art'.r across the country ves-
terday

The JP central committee at
the discussion. held at its cen-
tral office in the city. observed
that December 6 would remain
important in the history of the
country as the then president
HM Ershad had protected the
Constitution by Randing over
power peacefully on this day in
1990

"In 1982 the then sident
Abdus Saltar handed over
to Ershad by admitting

rnmpr“cd to leaqd the nation by

11‘"“ martial law. Anwar
See Page I:Zﬁ:lﬁ
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25th V-Day

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Nari Pragati
Sangha (BNPS) accorded a re-
ception to the women freedom
fighters who were trained in the
Gobra camp and the artistes ol
the then Swadhin a Betar
Kendra at the Shahbag Crossing
in the city yesterday in obser-
vance of the Silver Jubilee of

the Victory Day.
A lolall-yul' 9 freedom fi

ers of the Gobra camp and 18
artistes of the Betar Kendra
were sent at the function.

The Gobra camp was the
only training camp for women
freedom fighters. set up by the
Bangladesh government in-ex-
ile near Calcutta during the
Liberation War.

The freedom fighters and the
artistes were presented with
crests and certificates. Begun
Sajeda Chowdhury MP who was
director of the Gobra training
camp, distributed the crests
among the women freedom
lighters. Famous singer Dr
Sanjida Khatun distributed
See Page 12 Cal 1

Tk 375 cr Japanese
grant aid for
debt relief

Bangladesh will receive debt
relief grant assistance to the ex-
tent of 9119.142 million Yen.
equivalent to Tk 375 crore,
from Japan. re UNB.

An Exchange of Notes to this
effect was signed in the city
vesterday.

Official said this is the
Second Tranche of 19th Debt
Relief Grant Assistance.

Japan is providing the
amount with the intention of

producing the same effect as
cancelling an international

debt. This grant will contribute
considerably in improving the
balance of payments of

Bar !

the repayment of an
official development assistance
debt is made by a least less de-
veloped country. Japan, instead
of reducing the debt. offers the
same amount as the repaid debt.

This grant will enable
adej'l to purchase com-
ties and equipment for

much ne 13, nt pro-
gram mrerher
countries of the Organtsation

for Economic C ration and
Duﬂq;lnent
See Page 12 Col 6
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No 'political' promotion

or appointment: PM

Prime A Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterd E urged the civil
servants to wor sincerity
and devotion for Imprmrl the
lot of the people, reports Bgs

She aah:! proper implcmen-
tation of the policies and devel-
opment programmes of the gov-
ernment by the civil servants
would help us raise the standard
of living similar to the
neighbouring countries.

e Prime Minister was in-
augurating the newly con-
structed hcad office buiﬁ!mg of
the Bangladesh Administrative
Service jation at New Es-
katon in the city.

Association President Dr S
A Samad, also spoke on the oc-
casion. Cabinet ministers. state
minister sand secretaries at-
tended the function.

Sheikh Hasina said as a
conscious, educated and tal-
ented section of society, the
civil servants had a responsible
role to play to ameliorate_the
condition of the commonman.
You must stand by the people
and leave a stamp of your pa-
triotism by serving their cause”,
she said.

The Prime Minister said
durin% the last 21 years after
the killing of the Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the country,

lagged behind in all sectors
along with the slide in demo-
cratic management.

She sald a large number of
the civil servants hadﬂayed a
significant role in the Mujibna-
gar government during thr War
of Liberation. Many of them
had also participated in the war
directly. many sacrificed their
lives and many became crip-
pled, she said. "l remember all
of the with gratitude,” she
added.

She emphatically said her
government would not give any
appointment or promotion to
the public servant on the basis
nf olitical allegiance. Merit

efficiency will be the only
banls of assessment and this
process would continue. she

added.

She hurther said that initia-
tive would also be taken to
maintain consistency  with

other cadres 111 the case of pro-
See Page 12 col 5

BNP against 'water for
transit' accord

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Nationalist Par-
ty (BNP) has warned that a
water-sharing accord should
not be signed in exchange for
transit facility to India.
"Legitimate share of the
Ganges water is our right. If any
accord is signed. it must incor-
te a guarantee clause. Wa-
ter-sharing should not be made
conditional to the Indian de-
mand for transit facility.” BNP
General Abdul Man-
nan Bhui said at a public
meeting organised by city unit
ol the party at Naya tan yes-

terday.

'l'{c government went ahead
on its own without consulting
us on the water issue and the
draft accord was not even

aced in the Jatiyva Sangsad.”
said at the meeting. organ-
ised to celebrate what it called
fall of dictatorship and victory
of democracy. Autocratic Er

{-shaderagime was loppled iu a_ .

mass upsurge on December 6

1990
The meeting. presided over
city BNP Convener Sadek

in Khoka. was also ad-

dressed by party leaders Dr
Khandaker Mosharrafl Hossain,
Salam Talukder. Mir Shawkatl
Ali, Mirza Abbas, Alamgir
Kabir, Fazlul Hugq Milon and
Ekhlasuddin Mollah.

Mannan Bhuiyan said the
government must be cautious
on the transit issue. adding that
the concept of transit is alto-
ﬁl rtm from that of the

ian highwa

Urging thc gﬂvr.mmrnt not
to confuse people’, he said.
“transit to India should not be

ven in the name of Asian
ghway" If this facility is
ven. it would jeopardise na-
Hana] security and the people ol
the country would nol accept
this. he added.
He recalled the jubilation ol

the people h"%ﬂ of
Ershad mglmc an 6,
six

i:ﬁ BNP S-erretnry General

nr. E %ﬁnnrt WHds

.J.un& Party in the Sangsad
alleged that the bim.!rat nppuﬂ
tion party (BNP) was nol even

See Page 12 Col 8

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA.
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN.
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ﬁ*ﬂ!’ »

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

v NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

12 PAGES PRICE TAKA 6.00

MADRAS. Dec 6: A ‘rogue’
cyclone hit the southeastern
coast of India today, after hov-
ering at sea for two days and
tri ng an exodus by hun-

dreds of thousands ol le. of-
ficials said. reports
Winds packing upccds of u

to 80 kllumctl:rs per hour fol-
lowed by lashing rains pounded
the southern city of Madras and
nearby Chfngal attu district, a
government spokesman said.

The Cyclone Warning Centre
said the storm. packing winds
of 90 kilometers per hour,
hit the Nellore district of
Andhra Pradesh.

“There has been no casualty
so far.’ the spokesman said in
Madras. 'The heavy rains are
expected to last for another two
‘hours.’

A fire brigade official said

See Page 12 Col 6
Police fire on

rioters in
Hyderabad:
I killed, 7 hurt

HYDERABAD. Dec 6: Hindus
and Muslims hurled rocks and
burned wvehicles Friday in a
southern city on the anniver-
sary ol the demolition of a
mosque and police fired gun
shots to disperse the crowd,
killing one person and injuring
seven others, reports AP.

Many others, including eight
policemen, were injured in the
stene throwing in Hyderabad,
capital of Andhra Pradesh

state. which has a large Muslim
pﬂpuiatmn

The attacks came on the
fourth anniversary of the de-
molition of the Babri Mosque
in the northern city of
Ayodhya. Hindu radicals sup-
porting a rightwing political
party tore down the 400-year-
old mosque in 1992, claiming it

See Page 12 Col 2

Book traders call
strike Dec 10

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Book Publishers
and Sellers Association
(BBPSA) has called a country-
wide strike of the publishers
and sellers on December 10 de-

-4-mmanding-withdrawal of the de-

cision to change the covers of
the textbooks of class V1. IX and

X.

The call for strike was given
il a special meeting of the asso-
ciation held yesterday at the
Jubilee Public School and Col-
Jege is the city.

The association also threat-
ened that book sellers would go
on an indefinite strike if its
demand was not fulfilled even
after the December 10 strike.

Leaders of the association
said that the authorities had
decided to change the covers
though there would be 'mno

See Page 12 Col 1

Houses, shops
gutted 1n Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Dec 6: A fire
that broke out at Kalamia
Bazar, East Bakalia of Chand-
gaon thana, here last night

completely gutted ten u.h?_p six
houses and two poulitry larms,
reports BSS.

Fire service and

Lﬁ:llte
sources said today that

originated at 2 pm and lasted
for half an hours. Six fire units

*— s ¥ worked to exti ish the fire.
Dhaka cAy Mayor Mohammad Hanif addressing a rally at Bangabandhu Avenue yesterday | BNI secretary general Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan addressing a :.;lh. m the aty vesterday * T cxient 0 damma#
organised Yy the city umit of Awami League in observance of lh:mu:r“y’ —Star photo marking the Democracy ay. Stiar photo .Tl- T#.T‘fﬁﬂfﬁi'ﬂm sy

She

> market: Some

contradict Kib

s crash. conatradict

Finance Minister SAMS

s contentbon that it was a
natural correction '

Out of four economists in
terviewed by The Daily Star
three said that the slide in the
share market was a “clear cut
crash” while one shared the
view of the Finance Mimister

The All Share Price Index nt
the Dhaka Stock Exchan
started sliding down ste }'
from its peak of over 3627
points in mid-November and
closed Thursday last at 2667

ints. The Finance Minister

ad said that he would have
considered 1t alarming if the
int went below 1500 points

t some economisis believe al

Sl&l’ REM‘: i
ready an 1nmtahlf crash has
T i
ﬁ.hu wd of Dhaka
Umvrrslt}r said that a fall in
the index by about 1 .000
within two weeks shou be
considered as more than a
crash " "The crash could not be
feit due to tion of the cir
cuit breaker on the prices of the
shares,  he said

Ahmed. also the president of
Share Investors Forum. said,.
that the circuit breaker was a
"saline” to check unusual fluc-
tuation in price of shares. Many
small investors lost almost 70
per cent of their invested

money. he said.
He the iment

to come ard lmﬁialtl?
with massive reforms of the

stock . Separa the
managements and okers

CONOMists
S VIEWS

from trading. If reforms mea-

sures are not taken, fr t
fluctuation of of
will be repeated. he ohserved.

Mahbub Ahmed. a teacher of
Accounting Department of
Dhaka University observed
that it was "absolutely a crash "

But the crash is not visible
because there is a circuit
breaker which keeps ups and

downs in share within
five per cent in a day. he said.
Otherwise, the All Share Price

index would have experienced
massive {all. he said.

Mahbub Ahmed also chair-
man of a securities company
said that the government
should have handled the stock
market move efficiently

As the government is follow-
ing a free economic policy this

See Page 12 Col 7

11-pt demand
Kerb marketmen

to place memo
to PM Monday

By Staff Correspondent

Kerb market share traders.
under the banner of a newly
formed or nlﬂlu:m ﬁllﬂ'dﬂj’
declared t subgnit
a mtmurlmium to the Prime

Minister on Monday demand-
ing government's initiative for

and said they will march to-
wards the Prime Minister's of-
fice from infront of the DSE
building at 11 am to hand over

the

M Islam Ja : 1
secretary of the t m
Share Traders Assoctation ad-
dressed the press conference
held at the Jatiya Press Club.

Other leaders of the association
See Page 12 Col 8

By Staff Correspondent

The Metropolitan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) has suggested that

adesh. in t upcoming
mimisterial level meeting of the
Weorld Trade Organisation
(WTO). should plead for impie-
mentation of the Uruguay
Round Agreemnent and removal
of “preferential positions” in
sectors like textiles and cloth-
ng. leather and footwear

The five - day WTO meeting
begins in Si e on Mon-
day. About bt ministers of

WTO meet begins Monday

commerce and foreign trade of

Least Developed Countries

(LDCs| are o attend the

meeting. Out of 48 LDCs, 19 are

members of the WTO

The moral of "preferential

" is crurial because be-

tween 1970 and 1990, the num-

ber of workers in textile. cloth-

ing and footwear milttt;;‘l “;i
Bangladesh increa 41

t::u! because of the “shift in

he production capacity and

jobs dcw.bpiﬁ-nﬂd,"
said an editorial published in

December issue of the

Preferential treatment should go : MCCI

terms of trade, inadeguate flow

of investments etc.

“Now that quotas and -
ential treatments will to
hc phased out under the

B AAN BHABAN MOTIUHEEL OHAKA BANGLADESH Cabe ARBANGLA T B84264c DABG B

Phones: 9560151 9560161 . 9560171, 9560181-10 Lines, Fax: 880-2-9565261

Wanted

Absconding Person
Reward Tk. 25,000/-
or
Free Tricket for
Dhaka-Singapore-Dhaka

This 1s for general mnformation that the PropnetorfOwner of M/s Bengal Trading Company. Tokyo Mr. Shanf
Chowdhury, S/0. late Abul Hayet Chowdhury, House No. 103, Kalabagan 2nd Lane, Dhanmondi. Dhaka (photograph
shown above) was appownted as General Sales Agent of Biman Bangladesh Awrlines m Japan but fraudulently, violating
all terms and conditions of agreement. he has musappropniated the sale proceeds of Biman tickets worth of Tk 11, 46, 74,

hHARIFCHOW[}Hl RY

%09.00 (Taka eleven crore forty-six lacs seventy-four thousand and exght hundred nine) without depositing the same in
Biman Fund Now he 1s absconding closing down hus all trade and business in Japan. For misappropnanion of this huge
Biman fund, a case has been filed with the Court of Chwef Metropolitan Magistrate, Dhaka aganst Mr. Shanf Chowdhury

No. CR. 2780/96.

Anybody providing specific information with regards to the whereabouts of Sharif Chowdhury home or abroad, will
be awarded Tk. 25,000.00 (Taka twenty-five thousand) or a free ticket of Biman for Dhaka-Singapore-Dhaka sector.

Please send any information on the above to Bangladoot and Biman Offices abroad or 1o the Law Enforcing Agencies
of Bangladesh or to the General Manager (Security), Biman Bhaban, Motijheel, Dhaka Telephone: 9558627, 9560151-90

(2391).

for Buman Bangladesh Airlines
(5 M. Harunar Rashid)

9560151-90 (2390) |



