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Welcome to hell, sweet
hell; a finer fabrication

Begging for a’
sanctuary, Tanzir's food
;rpblema; '‘Space

jam' an

animation

The newspaper offices will
remain c on December 15
and 16 on the occasion of the
Silver Jubilee of the Victory
Day., Bangladesh Sammilita

Sangbadpatra Parishad said in
4 release yes . The
relore, oo Sewepapes will come
out on December 16 and |7
reports BSS.

BN P rally today

Dhaka city unit of BNP, in
observance of the Democracy
Day, will hold a rally in front of
the party's central office 1oda
Party Secretary General ul
Mannan Bhuiyan and some
other central and city unit lead
ers will address the rally to be
held at 3 pm. said a press re
lease. reports UNB-

Thai envoy hosts
reception

The Ambassador of Thai
land in adesh Sunthorn
Vidhyameth a reception in
the (:10? y in celebra-
tion the 69th birthday of
King Bhumibol Adulyadej and
the National Day of Thailand
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad, Local Government. Rural
Development and Cooperatives
Minister Zillhur Rahman, Food

and ' UI{!:HM“H Be-
gum tia ury. politi-
cal leaders. s, of -
ficials, j ) and elite of

Digital phone
exchange in Barisal

BARISAL. Dec 5: A 5000-line

digital telephone exchange was
commissioned here today at the
old T and Te aph
bui at Sher-e- Av-

enue thcm-hcmrdmgtn
an official source,

m:‘::'-mmﬂabm'nlmnﬂth
:lu-dd converted

analog system
m‘l one in about eight
. reports BSS.
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Workshop on World Bank report concludes

Jubilant people parading a city str

Democracy Day today

The nation celebrates the
fall of the autocratic regime of
former President Hussain
Mohammad Ershad today,
marking the end of his nearly
nine-year rule on this day in a
mass u ge six years ago.

The dictator, who seized

r in a bloodless coup on
arch 24. 1982. was humbled
before the bursting waves of

He was forced to resign in the
afternoon of December 6, 1990,
Democracy was restored with
the taking over of the then
Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court, Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed as president. who su-
pervised the nation's [fairest
polls under a non-partisan
caretaker government.

UNB adds: General Ershad
was forced to step down in a
mass movement that took on a
new dimension on October [0 in

ties gheraoed the Bmllatm'l

Secretarfat.

During the agitation. a
leader of BNP-backed Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal. Jehad.
was gunned down which
brought all student bodies un-

der a banner styled "All Party

Student Unity (APSU)"
The APSU launched a non
stop agitational movement and

By Staff Correspondent

at one stage emergen
clared on November 2
killing of Dr Shamsul Alam
Khan Milon allegedly by gun-
men pitted by the Ershad
regime.

But the emergency and cur-
few in Dhaka could not stop the
movement, and after many a
deaths. Ershad handed over
power 1o the then Chief Justice,
Shahabuddin Ahmed.

To observe the day. different
political parties, socio-cultural
organisations and student bod-
ies have chalked out elaborate
programmes. The programmes
include discussion. public meet-
ing, rally and cultural function.

On the occasion, President
Shahabuddin Ahmed, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan issued sepa-
rate mess calling for efforts
to institirtionalise the democ
FRtr’. _ A b

the President ih his message
called for concerted efforts of
all to establish the rule of law
and democratic values in the
country

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in her message called
upon all to work unitedly to
take forward the ongoing trends
ol democratic politics in the
country

was de-

Ring me up, if needed: PM

DCs directed to take
steps against mastans

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday directed the
Deputy Commissioners to help
gear up econonic aFctivities
across Lhe country to achieve
SEVET! per cent HL'I{' growth lor
Bovrrty alleviation reporis

NH

"We will have 1o build up the
country We don't want to be
identified anymore as a nalion
of beggars. We want to change
that image and establish
Hangludrnﬁ as a dignified na
tion 1n the internatiomnal
arena = she said

Inaugurating a three dgy
conference of the Deputy Comg
missioners at her Tejgaon ol
fice. the Prime Minister soughi
cooperation: of the field level
administrative officials for
implementing her governmen
U's programines

The Priune Minister said her

I has announced ils

Sovernmen
aim to build a hu r and
poverty -iree Bangl.ukrﬁfd;uj Lo

lueve thalt the society should

be freed from the vices ol terron
imm, corruption and illiteracy
The governmend has put all
its eflorts to wipe oul leriorinm
from the society Hasina sald
and directed the IX s to take
allowd ineasuires agalnist the ter

rorists and masians irrespe
tive of thetr party alliliation

1 can assure yvou that my
government will not intertfere
into . Killers terrorists and

mastans have no party or kie

ulng )
She said public servants are
the officials and employees of
the Republic, not of the pgov
ernment, Government will
come and government will go,
but you will stay Our job is to
give policy and guldelines and
your duty is Lo unplement that -’
Hasina called upon the
Deputy Commissioners to dis
charge their responsibilities
neutrally and help the govern-

menit in implementing its poli-
CES
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after the

eet after the fall of autocratic

regime. —Star file photo

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan in his

on the eve of the day al-

leged that Awami League be-
trayed with the nation by enter-
ing into a league with the Jatiya
Party.

In observance of the day. the
nllinihwami League will hold
a pu

lic meeting at Banga-

bandhu Avenue at 3 . Party
central leaders will speak.

Main opposition BNP will
observe it as Fall of Autocracy
and Democracy Day in a befit-
ting manner to take fresh vow
1o protect the hard-earned
democracy at any cost,

As part of the central pro-
gramme, the city unit of BNP
will hold a public meeting in
front of the Jatiyva Press Club at
3 pm. BNP has instructed its
thana and district units to ob-
serve the day through holding
meeting and rally

kit Democratie ~Fromt,
alllance of eight communist
and social democratic parties.
heid a discussion meeting in the
city today (Thursday) with a
call for realising the objectives
of the democracy movement

Jamaat-e-Islami will hold a
discussion on "“Democracy and
Independence” tomorrow
(Friday) in the city

e *ir?ﬂf li{fi i

‘Indemnity Ordn
was made without

lawful authority’
By SC Correspondent

The Indemnity (rdinance
1975 in vold as 11 was jssued by
then sell proclaimed president
Khinndker Mustagque Ahmed
who had o legal authority (o
insue i sald Dr Kamal Hossain
as an amicus curoe in the High
(ourt yesterday

i the first day of hearing on
the wril petitions filed by Col
irid) Shahrier Rashid Khan and
Mahmuda Rahman mother of
Col (nd) Faruk Rahman chal
lenging the Indemnity (Repeal)
Act. 199 and s validity, Dr
Kamal Hassaln submitted “As
Liclke 46 ol the Constitution does
not allow such unconstitu
tional Indemmty

"Khondkar Mushiag Ahmed
was not the president at all and
the Ordinance made by the so
called President is contradi
lory o the provisions ol Article
7 as well as the basic structure
ol the Constitution.” he ob
served

“The Constitution cannot
authonse its own destruction ”
he submitted Lernung the In-

See Page 12 Col 4

Nat'l commission for 'rightsizing’
govt thru' reforms suggested

A two-day workshop on a
World Bank report ended here
esterday suggesting estab-
ishment of a national com
mission with slror’xg political
commitmend to push through
ing the government through

comprehensive reforms. re-
ports UNB.

The also called for
an ing a policy statement

nouncing
in Parliament on vision of gov-
ermmeri in the 2]st century. the
key elements of the civil service
r and It measures
to make government work bet-
ter

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria, who was the chief :
at the workshop on the World
Bank report titled Government
That Works'. said the crucial
recommendations for civil ser-
vice reform would be put before
i‘:ht. prime minister without de-
ay.

“It's a good nning .. |
hope we'll get ﬁmn for imme-
diate implementation of these

| recommendations.” he told the

high -profile workshop. "We are
very serious about reforms
and we have already started the

Imuﬁalﬂi by Primne Minis
ter Shei Hasina. the work-
shop at a local hotel was partic-
ipated by members of parlia
ment. senior govermment offi
cials, economists, academics
and representatives of private
sector. and donors

issues of rightsizing' the role
of the state decentralisation
and local government reform,
enhancing transparency and
reducing corruption. deregula-
tion and red restrictive
practices. and reforming the
civil service were discussed in
five sessions.

Dr AKM Masihur Rahman.

of Economic Rela

tions Division. which organ

ised the “hm presented
the proposed m agenda
matrix in the concluding ses-
ston for adopting a series of
reconmunend-lions W wnake (he
government eflective and effi-
cient.

The workshop suggested that
the pending recommendations
of the Nurunnabi Reorganisa-
tionn Committee and the Four
Secretaries Report be imple-
mented and a steering comumit -
tee established to monitor {m-
plementation ol the reforms.

Initiation of measures 1o es-
tablish fully funded safety net
pru%rammr for redundant
workers and identification of
bureaus /bodies (o be set up as
efficient service agencies are
other two short-term actions
for rightsizing the government.

For enhancing accountabil-
ity and re siveness, the
workshoyp called for establish-
ing multi-party task force and
initiating actions for formulat-
ing an action plan to strengthen
parliamentary Ir:tﬂum_

Ombudsman
and establishment of related
offices, lc::""“h" of pro-
graimme public

offces and sirength.
ening the Public Accounts
Commitiee. and introduction of

l-hpl.'ﬂi?

Kerb market
traders plan
sit-in
By Staff Correspondent

Kerb market traders have
threatened to stage a sit-in out-
side the Dhaka Stock Exchange
building tomorrow demandi
resumption of bank loans an
buying of shares by the Invest-
ment Corporation of Bangla-
desh (ICB) to bring what t
said life to the country's ulm:ez
markets.

They demonstrated infront
of the DSE building and held a
rally yesterday protesting the
statement made by Finance
Minister SAMS Kibria at a
press conference on Wednesday.

The sit-in programme was
announced at the rally.

f{rcakcrs at the rally dif-
fer

with the finance minis-
See Page 12 col 5

‘No Bangladesh
mission official
visited Khaleda’

The Bangladesh mission in
Saudi Arabia is reportedly in-
different to the treatment of
l.eader of the tion um
Khaleda Zia in King Faisal -
cialised Hospital in Riyadh.

BNFP's Information and Re-
search Secretary Ehsanul Kabir
told UNB that no official from
the Bangladesh embassy en-

uired about the condition of
the BNP Chairperson in the
hospital, not to speak of visit-
ing the ailing leader.

"Even they (officials) have
not paid a single visit to her al-
though she has been in Riyadh
since November 27." he said.
"Are the diplomats unaware of

See Page 12 Col 3
Workers’ strike
Cargo handling
disrupted at

Ctg port

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Dec 5: All
kinds of o tional activities
imcluding cargo handling at
Chitt Port were disrupted
for 24 s till 8 pm due
to tation and strike
byid workers. port officials
sa

Chairman of Chittagong
4

e Antherity [CPA)
Zahiruddin Mahmud, t
to The Star. sald that ac-
tivities however. resumed after
8 pm as leaders of dock work-
ers agreed to this at a
with the port authority this
noon

The eement came as Lhe
port authority assured that
dock workers' CBA election

See Page 12 Col 4
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Water

D 4

agreement

being finalised

By M Anwarul Haq

Bangladesh and Indian offi-
cials are now giving a final
touch to a water-sharing accord
which is expected to break new
grounds for bilateral coopera-
tion between the two countries,

The accord is due to be
on December 11 in New Delhi.

Talking to The Daily Star
yesterday officials concerned
said that detalls were "still be-
ing hammered out”. The process
should be completed e time
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
leaves for the Indian capital,
t added.

n a revised programme,
Sheikh Hasina's visit to Delhi
has been deferred by a day. She
now leaves on December 10 on a
three-day official visit. The
summit tween Hasina and
her Indian counterpart Deve
Gowda, will, however, be held
on December 11 and 12, gs
scheduled earlier.

Deve Gowda. who was due to
be in Calcutta yesterday to see
ailing Mother Teresa. is learnt
to have cancelled the trip. He
was also supposed to have talks
with West Bengal Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu.

Basu is now learnt to be go-
ing to Delhi on Dec 8.

Meanwhile, an advance
team from Bangladesh by
Secretary to the Prime Minister
Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir
reached the Indian capital yes-
terday after having consulta-
tions in Calcutta.

Bangladesh side is opti-
mistic about concluding a wa-
ter-sharing accord which will

ive the country a minimum of

35.000 cusec water during the
lean period, with a guarantee
clause. It is also negotiating for
a permanent agreement which
will enable it to take up a per-
manent water resources man-
agement policy.

Indian side, on the other
hand., might prefer a two or
three-year accord on a trial ba-
sis, before signing a permanent
agreement, sources indicated.

The issue of water-sharing
received highest priority ever
since Sheikh Hasina's Awami
League came to power in June
last.

The ball was set rolling fol-
lowing the three-day visit of

See Page 12 Col 1

Silver Jubilee of V-Day

‘Questioning Joy Bangla
1s denying Bangladesh’

By Staff Correspondent

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman has said
those who want to make the Joy

a slogan questionable do
Ez‘ﬁldm in the existence of
Bangladesh because it was the
sloq;n of the Liberation War

¢ minister was addressi
a discussion meeting organi

by the Joy Bangla ngskritik
Oikya Jote at the Ramna Bata-

mul yesterday as part of its
fortnight-long programmes to
celebrate the Silver Jubilee of

Imﬁﬂml‘t.
€ meeting was also ad-

dressed by among others.
Rafiquzzaman, Syed Anwar
Hossain. Monayeem Sarkar,
Laisuzzaman and Omar Ali
Addressing a reminiscence
meeting on Guerrilla 'War or-
?nu:ﬁ by the Muktijoddher
hetona Manch at the TSC
crossing, state minister for in-
formation Abu Sayeed said that
the historic speech of Banga-
bandhu on March 7 in 1971 was
actually the declaration of in-
dependence. Each and every
word of the s h was a guide-
line for war, said
Independence could not be
achieved within only nine

Y

months without guerrilla war,
he said.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by ul Matin Chow-
dhury. Principal Ahad Chow-
dhury. Habibul Alam Bir Pratik
and Abdur Razzak.

Speaking about the guerrilla
fighters, Abu Sayeed recalled
that General Niazi while sur-
rendering had said “they

ul.'!:_'_rﬂllasl made me blind and
afl”,

A puppet show produced b{
Dhanmia and a session of fol

were held at the Mukti-
Museum as part of its

three-day programme to cele-
brate the Jubilee.

Folk singer couple Abdur
id . niaz um

On the fourth day Mﬂﬂ,}
of the five day drama festival

on Liberation War. mn.lau:l

the Shil la Academy, ng-'
garik attya Sammdaya
staged a drama, "Mukhosh”, at
the premises of the Academy.
Dramas were also staged ves-
terday at the Central Shaheed
Minar by three cultural bodies,
"Shomoy". "Utcharan” (Chitta-

See Page 12 Col 2
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bengal airlift Itd

Land Mark Building (5th floor) Guishan # 2

Phone, Dhaka: 608735, 608796, 601925
Chittagong Phone: 501996, 600976
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. by suspect

Mounted police returning to the Razarbagh Police Line in the city yesterday after

J rehearsal for the Victory Day parade.

—Star photo

Ctg fire brigade | Seven killed as cyclone

employee killed
as JCD activists

£0 On rampage

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Dec 5: A tense
situation is prevailing in Pa-
hartoli area of the port city

where a Fire Brigade rmlﬁleayer
ac

was killed all?edljr g
tivists ol pro-BNP Chhatra Dal

last night

The deceased was identified
as Aniruddha Barua (295).

Police said the JCD activists
went on the ram at around
10 pm immedia after the ar-
;'r;t of their le Sharifl Ul-
ah.

During the violence the ac-
tivists put up a barricade on the
road, pelted stones at the pass-

ing icles set fire to some ve-

hicles and crackers.
Al one st they attacked

the Fire men who had

fauthculnllﬂ:l-bhlt‘pu-
ice said. Aniruddha who re-

ceived serious injuries died
soon after admission to the
Chittagong Medical College

’nli& said, Chhatra Dal

leader Sharif Ullah was ar-
rested in connection with. a
See Page 12 Col 2

nears Andhra coast

The severe cyclonic storm
over West Central Bay was re-
centired at 06 pm yesterday
about 1160 kms southwest of
Khulna town and 1325 kms
southeast of Chittagong port,

BSS.

it is likely to mowve In a
northwesterly direction and
may cross Andhra coast of In
dia near Masulipatnam by this
noon, Meteorological depart
ment said.

Meanwhile, rain and gale
lashing the coast of South India
killed at least seven people as
an erratic cyclone approached
the area yesterday. quoting
officials in Hyderabad said

“The cyclone has come very
close to the coast and there is no
chance of its changing the
course or wrakml‘f}q-" said J V
M Naidu. director of the Andhra
Pradesh state Cyclone Warming
Centre

The storm was located in the
Bay of Bengal B0 kilometers
southeast of Machlipatnam
yesterday morning and was
moving slowly, at times re-
mal at one for hours.
Machilipatnam is 350 kilome.
ters -.E_ of the .
the capital of Andhra Pradesh.
The cyclone was expected to

hit the coast yesterday after-
noon. The coastal areas were
lashed by three centimeters of
rain overnight and winds
clocking a speed of up to 70

kilometers per hour. Naidu
said.

Seven died when the
mud wal their huts col-

lapsed because of rains on
Wednesday and early yesterday,
the officials said.

”’“:ﬁc trucks and public
buses, authorities svacuated
villages They included all resi-
dents living in a |5-kilometer
stretch covering three districts
of West Godavari, Krishna and
Guntur which are ted to
bear the burmnt of the cyclone
when it hits, the officials said.

The storm first appeared in
the Hnn of Bengal !:Fﬂndhrn
Pradesh last week., headed
northeast toward Bangladesh,
then swoo back toward
Andhra Pr on Sunday

Driven by windas of up to 200
kilometers an hour and accom-

Farooq Abdullah
escapes attempt
on his life

NEW DELHI, Dec 5: The new
Chief Minister of India's trou-
bled Jammu and Kashmir state,
Farooq Abdullah, narrowly es-

ca a bomb altack today, the
Press Trust of India (PTI) said,

" reports Reuter.

Thé news agency said the
bomb exploded minutes before
Abdullah reached his father's
grave in the state's summer
capital Srinagar to pay homage
on his 91st birth anniversary. °

The news agency did not say
if anyone was hurt by the explo-
sion.

The explosion came a day af-
ter the state leader of the Com-
munist Party of India-Marxist
(CPI-M) esca a bomb attack
militants during a

litical rally in Kulgam town,
5 km (40 miles) south of Sri-

nagar.

Jubo Dal activist
shot dead
in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

- KHULNA, Dec 5: An activist
of the city unit of Jubo Dal
Kabir Ahmed (23) was shot dead
here tonight.

Police said. at least ten
unidentified gunmen hit him
with iron bars and then shot
him at close range near
Baishakhi Club at Sadar Hospi-
tal road, under Kotwali thana at
10.15 pm. He breathed his last
sutﬂn after admission to hospi-
tal.

Police said the deceased was
one of the eye witnesses of the
murder on November 21 of an-
other Jubo Dal leader. A B M

Nasir.
Meanwhile, the Jubo Dal
and JCD brought out a G-

sion condemning the killing.
They blamed the BCL activists
for the murder.

Shibir activists
attack Sena

CHITTAGONG. Dec 5: Traffic
in the port city's busy Andar-
killa area came to a halt today
alter Islami Chhatra Sena put
up road barricade to test the
attack by Islami Chhatra Shi-
bir activists. reports UNB.

Sena, an independent stu-
dent organisation is opposed to
the activities of hhatra
Jamaat-e-Islami.

Witnesscs said a group of
Shibir activists storm Al
Falah publication agency at
Nazir med Road in And-
arkilla area at about 10 am

today and took away 2,000
copies of book.
The book titled "Delwar

Hossain Saideer Bhranta Tafsi-
rer Swarup” was written by
Maulana Abdul Mannan and
printed at the agency owned by
a Sena leader.

See Page 12 Col 6

| killed, 3 hurt in
Feni bomb blast

FENI. Dec 5: A bomb explo-
sion on a bridge at Temuhani in
%naﬁazﬁ thana on Wednesday
night left a young man dead and
three others injured, reports
UNB.

Hospital sources said four
youths chatting on the bri
received splinter injuries as the
bomb went off s :

Of them. Nurul Alam, 25,
succumbed to his wounds at
Feni sadar Hospital while the
rest three — Swapon, Helal and
Zafar — were sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital in
critical condition.

The victims were said to be
the workers of local Jubo
League. the youth front of ruling
Awami League.

A case was filed with Son-
agazi thana in this connection.

Young man shot
dead in Raojan

CHITTAGONG. Dec 5: A
young man was shot dead by
unknown assailants at
Kadalpur village in Raojan
thana early today. reports UNB.

The dead was identified as
Mohammad Jasim, 23. son of
late Obaidul Haq of the village.

Quoting far;.:jb SOUrces po-
lice said one Muradul Alam
Montu called Jasim out of his
residence at about 11 pm on
Wednesday. but he did not re-
turn.

Police recovered the bullet-
ridden body of Jasim from near
a bridge over Tabalchhari canal
at about 10.30 am today.

Albright named
US Secy of State

WASHINGTON., Dec 5. US
President Bill Clinton has
named Madeleine Albright,
currently ambassador to the
United Nations, to, serve as
Secretary of State, US televi-
sion networks reported today,
says AFP.

Clinton has also selected a
retin M'puhl‘lcin Pll"tj' SENA -
tor, lam Cohen, to Serve as
Defense Secretary while
Anthony Lake, the current
Na Security Advisor, will
lake over as of the Central

! . the
.mﬁluﬂw reports

Lake's deputy, Samuel

. will fill Lake's job as

Clinton's National Security
Advisor, the networks said.

OfMicial announcements are

expected later today.



