LA PAZ. Bolivia, Dec 4:
Hilhrmbdhlm Ehnlnn and
Ladies from all over
the America's launched a drive
on to foster women's
and children's rights, combat
I‘unl.ly viclence and give wo-
more plrtl:lplunn in
puhlc life, reports Reuter

“Democracy requires the
of all citizens. in-
cluding women," Clinton told
the session of the sixth
conlerence of first ladies of the
America's
Bolivia's first lady Ximena
Iturralde-Sanchez, who is host-
ing the four-day meeting. de-
manded comncrete steps so that
“women have equal access to
positions of power.”

runs until I:-:I::l
Iuwudlmmﬂatﬂybyl-uk
end hemispheric summit on-
sustainable development Insa-
nta Cruz. 300 miles (500 km)
southeast of La Paz.
On the day of the
m the ladies de-
h:tt:rmtnheﬂth

and education for women and
children and legislation to pro-
tect them from abuse at home.
Clinton argued that betier ac-
cess to sc ling should also
help bring down the number of
deaths from illegal abortions

"Education is closely related
to abortion,” she said.

Revolt draws int’[ attention

Zairean rebels claim to have

captured 3 major towns

GOMA, Zaire, Dec 4: Zairian
rebels claimed Tuesday to have
three major towns and

they were surr the

last city in eastern Zaire under
iuv:rnmtnt control, reports

Jean Kabongo, a senior
member of the rebel alllance,
claiimed that his forces had cap-
tured Bunia and Walikale in
northeastern Zaire, and Kindu
in southeastern Zaire.

“We are advancing en
Kisangani now and we have
surrounded it. i is our next ob-

jective,” said Kabongo He said

that Bunia and Walikale fell
Monday night and that his
lroops secured the areas
Tuesday.

The revolt attracted inter-
national attention when the
fighting between the. rebels and
T Rwandan Hdt::u soldiers

militia began ving more
than one millon Rwandan and
Burundian r from their
camps in eastern Zaire. The
moves prompied more than
600,000 Rwandans to return

home.
Canadian Lt. Gen Maurice
Baril, organizin ald for

Rwandan refugees from his base
al neighboring Uganda's main
civilian mrpoﬂ said Tuesday,
"The ting is very. very fluid.
it's shifting very quickly."

A large number of Zairian
troops and members of
Rwandan Hutu militia wheo
have been living in exile in
Zaire for two years were be-
lleved to be in Walkale, 145
kilometers (90 miles) northwest
of Goma, and in Bunia.

Bumnia, near the border with

Uganda, is 400 kilometers (250
milles) north of Goma. the main

refugee crossing point into

There was no independent
confirmation of Kabongo's
claims. Bul aid officials in

Kisangani did report rumors of
infiltrations into the town

rebel forces and said that
Zairian soldiers were beginning
to panic

“We will liberate our people

soon,” Kabongo said.
victories achieved in the
last two days leave only
Kisangani, Zaire's fifth largest
city. under government control
in eastern Zaire
The fall of Kisangani would
be a dramatic loss to the gov
ernment of President Mobutu
Sese Seko. The rebels demand
the ouster of Mobutu. whose
regime they see as a corrupt and
exploitative
in the interior of the
country. Kisa i is an mpor-
tant port and trade link on the
Zaire river — known as
Stanlevville during Belgian
colonial days when the river
was called the Congo
An angry Zairian Prime
Minister Leon Kengo wa Dondo
on Tuesday accused neighbour
ing Rwanda,K Burundi and
Uganda of backing the rebels

“Zaire intends to reconqguer

its territory. tever the cost,
Kengo said at a summit of
Central Alfrican leaders in

Brazzaville. Congo

Amnesty Intematlonal allegg_g

Five NLLD members held
after leaving Suu Kyi's home

YANGON. Dec 4: Human
rights watchdog Amnesty In-
ternational said today that five

rters of Aung San Suu Kyt
had been detained by Myan-
mar's military authorities after
leaving the opposition leaders

und, reports AFP.

e five youth members of
Aung San Suu Kyi's National
League for Democracy (NLD)
were arrested Tuesday after
leaving her home. which has
since been sealed off, the
London-based group said in a
statement received here.

The arrests came as Myan-
mar's security forces rounded
up at least student demo-
nstrators Tuesday when they
refused to di following an
overnight student protest
march in Yangon.

"Amnesty International
considers the five to be prison-
ers of conscience. detained
solely for exercising their right
to free association.” it said.

Amnesty said it was con-
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50,000 flee home
for fear of

cyclone in India

HYDERABAD (India), Dec 4:
More than 50,000 people have

fled their homes in southern
India ahead of an impendin

cyclone which officials warn
today could be harsher than one
that killed, 1,000 people last
month, rcpurum

Authorities alerted the
. Alr Force and Navy in
Andhra Pradesh state after

evacua the tens of thou-
::g; of wil rs from ulﬂe«
coa region, -

Andhra Pradesh

r:l!ef

1 to the house of

liament, the ARRA said out of the

over 72,000 Sudanese, 18,000 Djimoutians and over 8 000

expense to host the

foreign assistance including
e and other necessary

Commissioner for Rnfugeu“m.
Woman robbed of $ 690 000

BRIETLY

Mild ?uake I:uts northern Japan:
A moderat ake with a prelimlnary maﬁlud
early Wednesday

or injuries, AP r:'purts fn:rrn Tokyo.
cal Agen
ut 150
mountainous area of the Aizu r
miles), north of Tokyo. It struck at 12:49 am (1549 GMT).

Ethiopia hosting 375,000 re

Ethiopia’'s Mministraﬂun for Rcturnu:s and Refu

(ARRA) Tuesday said Ethiopia is hosting over 375.000
from neighbouring countries, Xinhua reports from

Major Hla min of the office ﬂf atrategl
students were returmed to their campuses and 122 non-students
mthtdmmtratmm sent back to their townships on

a

retumtoearthearg:

lhuttl: Cnlumrnama have to return to earth a
b;rlhy ause of a forecast fnrbnd weather at landing lltuun
UScnutl, NASA officials said on Tuesday, chterrth

%

cerned for the safety of the five,
citing recent reports ol beatings
and torture of suspects detained
by the Myanmar's police.
adding that young people were
Far‘tlculuriy vulnerable to peo-
ice harassment
Aung San Suu Kyl has also
been prevented from leaving
her home from receiving visi-
tors. however, analysts said
Aung San Suu Kyi's situation
did not appear to be linked with
the student protests.
Meanwhile Myanmar's mili-
tary authorities have restricted
opposition leader Aung San Suu
yi's movements and she has
been told she cannot leave her
house, an aide told Reuters by
telephone today
"It is virtual house arrest. We
were informed yesterday that
mhc cannot leave her compound
" he said, adding that no rea-
sons were given for the action
nor was she told how long the
restriction would remain in
force.

of 5.5
t there were

said the earthquake was
lometers (93 miles) in a
egion, 210 kilometers (130

Separately, two minor undersea earthquakes, including one
with a liminary tude of 4.3, rocked small islands
about 170 kilometres (105 miles), south of the capital. the
agency said.
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HK: A

woman was abducted and robbed of US nnﬂmuuh
that she was deli from Macau to H Kong, and was then

in the countryside. the victim told police in the British-
ruled territory. Reuter reports from Hong Kong.

The 23- -old woman reported she was E;ahbed two
men on a footbridge in Hong Kong's central bu on
Monday afternoon and bundled into a van where two other men
%l-‘gged blindfolded and bound her, a police s said on

esday. She was later dumped with face limb injuries in a
street in the rural new territories area. Thcwunun she was

carrying the money for her employers, a company in nearby
Portuguese- ndmmfgtcred Macau.

609 detainees freed in My anmar: Al o

the 609 demonstrators up by
the streets of Yangon early
released, a senior mﬂitar{' intclligtm:t official told AFP

lice a.ﬂ'.l:r a protest
E this week hl"ﬂ.‘. been

¢ studies said that 487

The utﬂ:nnﬂnﬁmmnmmﬂy:ﬂmdedumﬂmm 3
but weather is forecast for the shuttle’'s prime landing si
Fm high winds would affect the backup
trips in C-llfomh and New Mexico, mission control's Marc
Gmu told the five astronauts.

landing

Dr Paul Spudis (2nd-L) of the Lawrence Livermore Laboratory speaks at a Pentagon
Tuesday press briefing about the discovery of water on the Moon. Dr Stewart Nozette of
Livermore (2nd-R) and Dr Dwight Duston (R) hold a photo of the Moon's auuth pole taken

by the US space probe Clementine.

- AFP/UNB photo

Pakistan rejects ; US crltlclsm
on China's help for N-energy

ISLAMABAD. Deé¢ 4:
Pakistan on Tuesday rejected
US criticism of Sino Pakistan
cooperation in the peaceful use
of nuclear technology. saying it
did not violate any interna-
tional law, reports AFP.

"Whatever cooperation
Pakistan has with China in the
peaceful use of nuclear technol-

is under the safeguards of
IAEA (International Atomic
Energy Agency).” a foreign office
spokesman said here.

He was commenting on a
statement by a US State De-
partment spokesman on Tu-

) B any nuclear
dealings between the two
nations.

Chinese President Jiang
Zemin made a pledge here
. to continue nuclear co-

for peaceful purposes.

Jiai "ﬂﬂﬂhh‘.lfﬁ & luur day wisit
to Pakistan on Wednesday.

"We are not breaking any
law. We are not doing anything
which "contravenes any inter-
national law.” the Pakistani

Chechen commander

to run for

presidency 1n 97

GROZNY. Dec 4: Aslan
Maskhadov. Chief Commander
of Chechnva s independence
fighters who have humiliated
the Russian army. said on
Tuesday he planned to run in
the prfsld:nual election ex-
E‘:t early next year, reports

uter.

Maskhadov's announcement
ends weeks of ation about
whether or not he planned to
seek office,

spokesman said.

China is building a 300-
megawaltl nuclear power station
at chasma in Pakistan s Punjab
province. The power plant is
expected to be completed by the
end of 1998.

The State Department
s 1an said the US thought

at “it's best that China refrain
from any type of nuclear coop-
eration with Pakistan.”

"We don't think its wise,
given the record here and given
the allegations that have %tt
made, even to engage in peaceful
nuclear cooperation with safe-
guard nuclear facilities.” the
spokesman said.
~ China denies ever having
helped Pakistan acquire nu-
clear wea s technology. in-
sisting that all their bilateral
nuclear cooperation is peaceful.

Onlookers check the wreckage of destroyed vehicles after a car-bomb exploded outside a

* shopping complex in Lahore Tuesday. The blast which occurred during Chinese President
Jinng Zemin's visit, left three passers-by injured.

—AFP /UNB photo

NEW DELHI, Dec 4: India's
Congress Party has begun to ex-
pel senior leaders accused ol
corTuption, news reports said
Wednesday. reports AP

On Tuesday, the ex-
pelied Sukh Ram, a former
communications minister who

presided over the deregulation
of the he headed. but in
now cha with bribes

in exchange for awarding gov-

ernment contracts

Similar action was being
contemplated against two other
ministers in former prime min-
ister PV Narasimha Rao's
Cabinet. said the Pioneer news-
paper quoting party spokes-
man. Vithal Gadgil

One of them, Sheila Kaul. is
accused of taking bribes to allot
government hous and the
other. Satish Sharma. of sell-
ing lucrative fuel business con-
cessions to relatives of Rao and
other officials.

Rao himself is implicated in
several cases, the betng
bribing opposition lawmakers

to H(Em him during a no-
confidence vote.

Rao st down as y
president in September. but
continues to lead a powerful
committee of party lawmakers.
On Tuesday. spokesman Gadgil
said there was no move to expel
Rao, who continues to have

supporiers within the party.
Canada to sign
air services deal
with Philippines
MANILA. Dec 4: Canada ex-
pects to sell military equipment

and sign an alr services

ment with the Ph

when Prime r.inllﬂr Jean

visits the country next

month, Canadian officials said
Chmﬂn mﬁlﬁt

visit to the Phili u-ry

14-16 as head Ilrﬂ.' trade

mission, part of a three-nation

Asian that also 1nlw'lll Lake

him to uth Korea and

Thailand.

A meeting between Chretien
and President Fidel Ramos |s
expected to deal largely with
hnproving comumer ties and
Canada's of next years
| 8-nation la-Pacific Ec-
onomic C ation summit,
Canadian Ambassador

Heeney said. This rea.r
:'hmn" was he
ﬂlppinu last month.
Top executives of about 300
Canadian com are ac-
companying Chretien on the
Asian trip, Heeney said.
Canada u. one of the
Philippines’ major trading
partners, and trade between the

countries reached 825 million
dollars last year.

Govt, rebels to
sign peace deal
in Guatemala

OSLO, Norway, Dec 4:
Although nearly four decades of
war have flooded Guatemala
with bitterness. both the rebels
and the government believe
forgiveness may at last be at
hand. reports

The onetime adversaries are
expected to sign an accord
Wednesday declaring a perma-
nent cease-fire after years of
fighting that killed some
140,000 peopie.

The signing at Oslo's city
hall would be a significant step

in the process that began
with a cold and awkward meet-

in the No an capital in
1950, S

The cease-fire is one of three
partial accords to be signed in
Europe over the next six days,
Iead:l:nguptuaﬂnal peace ac-
cwdachedmcdtnbeaignﬂdm

Guatemala City on December
29.

mwmﬁm

ts, Guatem.ala.n
ndia, Ri.gobcr:tn Menchu. who
accepted the Nobel Peace Prize
in the same building in 1992.

FBI men in
Kashmir to trace
whereabouts of

4 westerners

SRINAGAR, India. Dec 4:
Two FBI officers have met with
Kashmir police to establish the
whereabouts of four Westerncrs
kidnapped in the Himalayan
state 17 months ago. offlicials
sald Tuesday, reports AFD.

Negvina Ripley and William
Paul Woods, of the United
States Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI). held discus-
sions here late Monday with
crime branch ¥ricial
Mohammed Amin.

the
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Hair and colour artist Nell Clarke puts the final touch to
the skin tones of the very latest Madame Tussaud's
waxwork figure of Diana, Princess of Wales, before being
unveiled to the public in the Grand Hall at the popular
tourist attraction Tuesday The likeness took over six
months to complete and the Princess posed for two hours
while hundreds of detailed measurements and pho-
tographs were taken at Kemsington Palace last April
Real haar was used to match those famous royal tresses.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Bid to become first
male Miss Australial

-mumh:tuh-huh-mm
i store

The 27 -year-old

is a dark-eyed brunette who
reporis AP.
will compete

mthlnldmmhnnlummtmwm&wuu

Looted W W II treasures
go on duplay

uummhﬁdbyutmmm-tﬂuuﬂdww
War Il went on display Tuesday at the Hermitage Museum. re-

AP.
of the 89 dra

lithographs and watercolours were

only recently revealed
away in Russia for

50
m"ﬂpi‘iﬂ:lﬂmlﬂ!lllhﬂhﬂnﬂfﬁﬂﬂ’

tween Russia and countries like Germany
teams scooped up millions of art works,

T =

original owners, which range

Gormary wher, oyl ot

fromm museums and B

the families ol privale collectors. wanl their Lrea-

Fat women more prone
to breast cancer

LONDON: Plump
. because chemicals, which
fat. researchers said on

tists from Britain's Institute

women may be more prone to breast cancer

the disease, are stored in their
Y. Reuter.
Cancer Research ear-

ried out tests on breast fat taken from 40 healthy women under-
En)l:ﬁnreduch\"f uurﬁery Their findings were published on

in the

issue of the
In n:mrcthanmzthirdufcam e

stances that damﬁ:l DNA, a potential
While the chemicals are yet to be iden

urmal Cancer Research.
contained sub-

for cancer.

. this is the first

evidence that human fat can act as a reservoir for cancer induc-

is.

agen
Dr David Phillips, who led the research at London's Roval

Marsden Hospital, said it could mean
most at risk from breast cancer —

large breasts.

overweight women were
but not nocessarily those with

US Congressman joins rally in Belgrade
Protest on a@mst Milosevic

BELGRADE, Dec 4:
100.000 demonstrators tm:t to
the ntru:;nfﬂf ina 15th

t day against
Serbian President Slobodan
Milosevic, as the government

cracked down on lndemdcnt

racdu stations, re
F'ur the day running.

plni the demonstration,
which drew the
support since a government
wamrming to protestors issued on
Sunday.

In addition to the 8 in
Belgrade, several thou de-
monsirators also heid
in Nis and P pll-:tctﬁ:
south, and Novisad north of the
capital.

Belgrade's independent radio
station B-92. which has given
wide cover to the protests
that began f the cancel-
lation of municipal elections,
was declared illegal and closed
down, the station said Tuesday.

Shortly afterwards, radio
index, the Belgrade students’

level of

radio station. which has also
reported on the protests, was
similarly shut, it said.
Meanwhile the Belgrade
electoral commission ques-
tioned the legal procedure by
which the election results were
cancelled. saying it had ad-
dressed a letter contesting the
move to the legal authorities.
The protests were launched
after the government cancelled
the results of municipal elec-
tions in which the tion
claimed victory in 15 of
Serbia's 18 largest towns, in-

cluding the capital :
Reuter adds: Four US
Co on a fact-finding

visit to the former Yugoslavia
on Tuesday joined a h rally
in Belgrade mounted by
opponents of President Slo-
bodan Milosevic.

They walked with 50.000
demonstrators and later wavnd
their support to the crowd gath
ered for a rally in a trntral

de Square from a window

of the opposition headquarters

African diplomats yet to agree on candidate to replace Ghalli

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 4:
African diplomats were unable -
to agree on a candidate for the
lop UN position, even though

t's president conceded US
tion had scuttled Boutros

oulros-Ghalis chances for a

second term, reports AP.

UN spokesman Sylvana Foa
said Tuesday that Egyptian
President Hosni Mubar as-
sured Boutros-Ghali that
remained officially committed
to the 74-year- uld E ptian
diplomat. But arak,
_:ﬁ_l:ﬂil:j in Tuninia nn.ll:l the

ited States had effectivel
ended Boutros-Ghali's ¢

“It is Boutros-Ghali's
un a second tirue.”
ubarak,

lald

el A

y Agency. "But we did all what we*
. and [ don't think .

‘gan as
hr* will be able to continue in

right to

this process, unless he is sup-
ported by someone else.”
Emnms-ﬂhall will end his
five-year term December 31.
The United States opposes a
su:..nd term, saying he has not

essive enough in rs-
ing n:; g pu

While African ambassadors
rallied behind Boutros-Ghali
on Tuesday. Mubarak said he

expected they would nominate

_an acceptable alternative.

Western diplomats warned
the Africans to quickly offer
new candidates or risk losing
the to a non-African. ,

1ie United States cast the
negative vote against
'Enfﬁ'oc-&ﬁull in the IE-E -
ber Security Council on
r 19. It urged African

ons to make othcr nomina-

- 8 .in order to keep an
African in the position.

Boutros Boutros Ghali

African ambassadors nalcl
they could not do so since the
Oraanisation of African Unity
had endorsed Boutros-Ghali in
Jul;,r

The Organisation of
African Unity was supporting
Dr Boutros Ghali and he was its
only candidate but It seems
there are obstacles.,® Mubarek
said. "If Dr Boutros Ghali is not
6 ing to run, | believe that the

]fl.nluauon of African Unity

nominate some else who is
ucocptlhl: to become secretary-
general.”

In an effort to break the
stalemate, OAU President Paul

Biya of Cameroon sent a letter
suggesting that African leaders
were free ta submit other
names

After meeting privately for
more than three hours Tuesday,
OAU ambassadors said the:r

inte
whic

were unable to agree on other
candidates.

Sierra Leone's ambassador,
James Jonah, said "all reports
about abandoning Boultros-
C*»li are rubbish. He is still
maintained by the African

wplh

But it appcared that confu-
sion — rather than whole-
hearted support for Boutros-
Ghali — was behind the

Africans’' continued public en-
dorsements.

Several ambassadors said
their heads of stale had not re-
ceived Biya's letler or had not

jssued new instruections. There
were also di - s on the
retation of the letter,

was made public en
Monday.

Some ambassadors said the
letter did not formally with-

draw OAU support for Bout:us-
Ghali but simply gave individ-
ual countries the go-ahead to
submit additional names.

British Ambassador John
Weston said he expected the
Africans to submil new names
to the Security Council within a
few days.

Congolese Ambassador
Dantel Abibi said some coun-
tries were waiting for guidance
from this weeks summit of
France and French-speaking
African couniries in Burkina

Faso

The council must select a
utrﬂlry-lmcrll and forward
the name to the 185 member
General by December
17. when the current session ad-
journs for the holidays

Taliban asked to
behave gently

ISLAMABAD. Dec 4:
Afghanistan's radical Islamic
Taliban Movement told its
members on Tuesday to relax
their harsh treatment of

in the capital Kabul, official
Kabul Radio said. reports
Reuter,

The broadcast. monitored in
Islamabad. uoted Taliban
leader Mulla Mohammad
Omar as telling his followers to
"behave with the disturbed citd-
rens of war-shattered Kabul so
you get Allah's mercy ™

He told Taliban members to
behave in accordance with
Islamic sharia law and not to
harm or tease residents of the
capital.

The radio also quoted an-
other Taliban statement advis-

the movement s ters to *
avoid harsh treatment of citi-
penys, particularly women



