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What the Thai People Think

Continued from page 8

Another man who works
closely with the royally initi
ated projects told of one rural
trip when almost everyone
showed up wearing
imported tennis or

what to tel
II'I:' h:m heisa
ou won't find any-
wlll say anything bad
boul him because t believe
he is good.” Over and over, His
Majesly is allectionately called

our !{i.ng uﬁchlly b{nhe

their u]tinntt source of help.
Even those who would never
consider a him for help,
think of him with a sense of se-
curity. However much they may
criticize the government. they
would never criticize the King.
They cannot visualize Thailand
without a monarch. They don't
want to think beyond that.
Some uéfut::he smaller

very l or no pu ty or
acclaim. After visiting one such
pam on the grounds of Chi-
tr Palace. the guide qui-
etly mentioned that the

point of visiting the
kers th as often as he

8

H
:

ile ridlng in a taxd one

day. sirens were s heard

coming closer and the heavy

traffic came to a halt. Aakeﬂll'
hc minded st ng while the

al motorcade passed. he

lhal he didll t — “For the

very
and needs to %{ %mcad{i
place to place.” He
ever, that he didn't have thc
same when he had to
m ;:l'_ll:! or visiting
to

One military officer

of long acquaintance had |

ago explained to his wife. an
later his children, thatasamﬂ

itary man his first a.n(?
votion was to king muntry
ahead of family — no matter
how much he loved them. He
said he didn't want to die. but he
would never hesitate if it was
necessary to save the king. Gov-
ernments might change, but
there was only one king."

it wasn't the answers given
to the gquestion that were sur-
prising. but the way in which
many people responded. While
there were no tive or con-
Lroversial
definite feeling that people
thought a person who asked
such a question in the first

lfes. there was a

ce couldn't be very brig

ot of ple suuply rrpeatcd
the bcitf in' his goodness. as
well as their belbiel in his sin
cerity in trying to help improve
the of everyone One man
sim said: "He is the king" in
such a strong manner, that for
him, it said it all

A lifrarian with college-
children. leels that the aé
don't fully appreciate a
hard work done by the t{mg
She mentioned the projects he
had initiated in many fields
adding. "he puts his whole heart
into it." She was however. criti-
cal of people who give large gifts
lor what they hope to receive in
return or to have their picture
in the paper. rather than
showing simple generosity or
Yoodness of heart. Her immedi-
ate concern was that His
Majesty works too hard. should
rest more and enjoy life. An-
other point she mentioned was
that people shouldn't expect
him to attend so many cere-
monies; for instance while it is
an honor for students to receive
diplomas from His majesty's
hands. now there are so many
students if is too time-consum-
ing and tiring for him. Her feel-
ing too is that he has already
done so many things and
worked so hard, he should
think of himself more and con-
serve his strength.

One who has worked for and
with the king for more than a
guarter of a century. would be

to have great admira-
tion and respect for His Majesty
— both as a king and as a per-
son. Feelings for him have
many sides because he himsell
has a diversity of talents and
abilities rarely found in one
person.

His Majesty wants the people
to see him as a human being as
well as a king. and he feels the
love and respect of the people
must be earned — not simply
expected. He also believes that
every person — king or com-
moner — is accountable for his
life and deeds. His personal life
is secondary to the needs of the
E'co ple. It is Imnwn too, that His

j!:ut doesn't like "yes men.
If he auks for an opinion. he ex-

ts an honest answer. There
is also the freedom to disagree
with him. but in return he ex-

S, a reason or lanation.

The question "what does the
king mean to you?” was asked
only of Thais: no foreign resi-
dents. It's alrcad{ well known
that foreigners w nd any
length of time in T‘hai and soon
come to admire His Majesty and
his never-ending work to im-
prove the lives of his people. Af-
ter a recent lecture attended
mainly by foreign residents and
guests. the speaker was ap-
proached by a visitor who was
spending six months in Thai-
land. It was surprising to hear
that although. like most visi
tors, she had read many things

ahout the royal projects and
work ol the king and queeri. she
had not believed it. "I had no
ilea they really did so much,”
she commented; adding that she
had earlier believed it was sim
ply good public relations work
and that staff did the work
while the king and queen sat in
their palace living a life of quiet
luxury!

One who is close to His
Majesly described the pressure
ol being King as incredible —
not only is there o attitude
that The King can do no
wrong. but he cannol be seer to
be doing anything that some
might believe is wrong or for
which he might be criticized.
An example 1s experimentation
with new crops or seeds. [l His
Majesty suggests to a larmer
that certain crops might do well
on his land. and they fail —
then the farmer is angry be-
cause he lost money and time
and has no crop to harvest. To
avoid this,
ments with many new seeds on
his own land first. and if they
do well then he can suggest their
use to the farmers; but if they
fail no one can criticize because
it's his own land ahd his own
crop lailure.

In the course of expecting
erfection from the King. the
act that he is also human. is
sometimes forgotten. He is a
very artistic person and as
such. is often moody. His mind
is never still — even when sail-
ing, he's often working out some

the King experi- ’

problem or thinking out a new
roject. Music and sailing are
is greatest relaxations and
members of his band are men of
many years acquaintance. With
them he can relax and enjoy be-
ing a man an friends.

Kingship under King Bhumi-
bol Adulyadej has changed to
suit the times and conditions; A
geritlernan who has had the
privilege of many years ac-
auamlancﬂ with His Majesty

escribed him as “tolerant and
understanding; but he sees
through things and doesn't like
to be fooled " His Majesty's in-
nate sense of humor was also
mentioned. as well as the fact
that he can be very sarcastic
when displeased; however,
there is usually a lesson to be
learned from the sarcasm.

The word barami was used in
talking about the King. There is
no English language word that
_@ves the deeper Thal meaning.

but the dictionary describes
barami as “prestige. influence.
augus! presence, augusiness,
grandeur.” From this. it's easier
to understand the use ol that
word In connection with the
King. for all of those words are
appropriate. His Majesty be-
lieves a monarch protects his

ple. and has dedicated his
ife to them "with no lapse” and
a "personal life secondary to the
people's needs.”

— what does King Bhumi-
bol Adulyadej mean to the Thai
people? As said earller. "he is
everything!” His ocath spoken on
the dag his coronation more
than 37 years ago. has been
lived to its fullest meaning: “We
will reign with righteousness
for the benefit and piness of
the Siamese pl: ll-gliu name,
Bhumibol Adu is Ltrans-
lated to mean c strtngth nf
the land, incomparable power.’
He is that — and much maare.

A Mona:ch

Continued
local monks but lﬂ“-l:ltl first-
hand information from farm-
ers and agricultural workers

concernt common prob-
lems. needs and ho On re-
turning to Bangkok, he initi-

ates steps to ensure that vil-
lagers receive required assis-
tance. If appropriate govern-

mental departmentg are unable
to help immediately, His
Majesty often uses his own
funds to initiate the ects.
Government agencies will later
take over the responsibility for
their operation with His
M?}cstr retaining an advisory
role.

9 October 1992 : His Ma
ment during a visit to Ban

he
Itln :’l:lnw

the King, Tak Bai District, Narathiwat Province.
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Who Cares

As a moral force of the na-
tion, His Majesty managed to
use his ts to be consulted, to
warn and to encourage in wa
that have ,*",,lr:'.alt'll:runu\:lﬂl1g nﬂ:ct:d'
the course of events. His advice
led to solving the communist
insurgency in the 1970s. He
mdl pllyeldmn dlrmud tic role in
en cal disruption in
19'7'3]1E 1992, P

Undoubtedly, His Ma uty
King Bhumibol Adulyade| is
considered to be one of the most
dedicated monarchs in the
world. Thus in 1987, the
of Thailand gave him the well-
deserved title of "Mahara|" or
"I'Imﬁmt
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Thai Economy Towards
the Year 2000

HE past 30 years have

seen a dramatic transfo-,

rmation in Thailanda
industrial structure. From a
primary product producer and
exporter. Thailand has evolved
into a major regional manufa-
cturing force. Agriculture now
accounts for only 10.5 per cent
of economic activity in 1995
while manufacturing contril-
butes about 32.1 per cent. It is
also projected that agriculture
will play a lesser role with its
share reduced to only 8 per cent
in the year 2000. Manufactur-
Ing wtl therefore account for 33

T'he structural transforma-
tion is most eviderit in the ex-
port sector. Manufactured ex-
rta have more than doubled
om aroungd 38 per cent of total
rxpnns in 1982 to 84 per cent in
1995. Textiles have supplanted
rice as Thalland’s major export
itern and the nation is now a
major exporter of more snﬁhil-
ticated products such as hard-
disk drives for computers, pre-
cision micro ball-bearings and
integrated circuits.
e structural shifts of the
Thal economy have been fueled
in party by the extremely rapid
growth of the economy in recent
years.

Following a steady 5.4
cent growth in real Gross cr
mestic Product (GDP) f-om 1980
lo 1986. the economy acceler-
ated into double-digit growth in
1988 with GDP increasing by
1 3.3 percent-the highest lngE.aa
Asia, This was repeated in 1989
and 1990 with growth of 12.2
per cent and 11.2 per cent re-
spectively. However, with quick
recovery of the Thai economy
after the Gulf War in 1991, the
eco grew at the accelerated
rates of 8.7 and B.6 per cent in
1994 and 1995 r vely.

Inflows of foreign capital
and technology transfer have
also contributed significantly
to the structural transforma-
tion. From the end of 1986,
Thailand became a favourite
location for foreign firms es-
caping from appreciating cur-
rencies and escalating labour
costs at home This resulted in a
quantum leap in net foreign di-
rect investment inflows from
levels of around USS$200 mil-
lion in the mid-1980s to over
ISS2 billion in 1990

The Thai government has
long recognized the keyv role of
[oreign investment in bringing
new technolories managenient,
and access 1o markets In the
1990s. liberalization ot the
economic environment should
ensure continued healthy in-
flows ol direct foreign invest
ment and the accompanying
technological spiliovers

Investing in Thailand's
Future

As Thalland moves towards
the 21st century and the growth
and fundamental stability of
the economy continue. numer-
ous new business opportunities
will open up for both foreign
investors,

Thailland's rapid economic
growth has resulted in increas-
ing sophistication of manufac-
turing activities. However, the
industrial structure must make
significant strides to support
such growth through progres-
sive industrial consolidation
and development of higher lev-
els of technological capabili-
ties, These needs have created a
wide range of investment and
trade uf!)pnrtuniul:u In engineer-
ing and supporting industries.
The opportunities rang from
basic metal-working activities
to petrochemicals (in the East-
ern Sesboard Area) to the provi-
sion of testing and research and
development services.

Not surprisingly, the rapid
meth of recent years has also
ed to a manpower sho e and
infrastructure bottlenecks.
Given the magnitude of invest-
ment required, private-sector
participation has been encour-
aged In areas ranging from con-
struction of industrial estates
to co-generation of electricity.
to development of telecommu-
nications services, and estab-
lishment of private engineering
universities. More investment
in infrastructure and man-
power development is exported
to be carried out by private sec-
lor consortia in the 1990's.

Beyond Thailand's borders,
political and economic reforms
in neighbouring countries are
very promising. Economic
%{mwth in Indochina and

yanmar. representing a mar-
ket of over 120 million people
with substantial human and
natural resources, offers signif-
icant business opportunities.
Thailand provides an ideal
springboard lor companies
seeking business opportunities
in Indochina and Myanmar. in
terms= ol geographical location.
husiness and financial services
and basic infrastructure. _

The service sector is one ol
the most dynainic sector of the
economy. Tourism is the major
foreign exchange earner of the
nation. More than 7 million

tourists worldwide visited
Thailand in 1995, including
from new markets such as
Southeast Asian countries,

China and Russia. Apart {rom
natural beauties and cultural
and historical sites’ eco-
tourism and recreational
tourism such as diving. hiking

and rockclimbing have become
increasingly pnpular Other
service sectors such as finance,
fashion and the media have
seen rapid growths, thanks to
the growing middle classes and
favourable policies such as
trade and financial liberaliza-
tion.

Another service sector
which experienced rapid
progress are telecommunica-
tions services. Al present there
exist more than 1.000 kilome-
res of optical cable connecting
major cities. In addition. the
telephone networks will bLe
based completely on digital
technology in a very near ju-
ture. By 1996 one In every ten
people will have a telephone:;
the rairin will incrense to one in
t;'vt: ive people by the year

r?r The capacity of tch:c}rnm--
munimtjnn services are multi-
plied by two satellites, Thaicoin
| and 2. operating on the C and
KU bands. By 1994 there were
already more than hall a mil-
lion people using cellular tele-
phones or the equivalence of 17
per cent of the total fixed-line
telephones. The National In-
formation Technology Plan
T2000, will promote the vuse of
information technology to im-
prove the quality of life and to
support various government
policles such as decentraliza-
tion eronomic well-being 1o ru-
ral areas. traffic management.
universal access to education
and preservation and rehabili-
tation of natural resources and
the environment.

Despite rapid growth in the
manufacturing and service sec-
tors. Thailand remains one of
the world's top food exporting
countries, With ils abundant
agricultural resources, the
country will continue to en-
hance the qualily of and add
value to its agricultural prod-
ucts. The country's strong sci-
entific base in biotechnology
ollers many opportunities of
introduce innovative and ma-
ture agro-industrial technol-
ogy .
The last major emerging
area concerns amn increasing
awareness of environmental is-
sues and energy conservation.

The Thai government has iden-
Lifled the environment as a key

concern for liture development

Thailand is poised to enter
the ranks ol newly industrial-
ized nations. The transforma-
tion of the Thai economy offers
both challenges and opportuni-
ties for the nation, with con-
structive participation by the
private sector in the growth
process proving to be hoth satis-
lying and .ewarding.

(Abridged)
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Our heartiest felicitations to the peﬂple of
Thailand on the occasion of
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej's Birthday
And
The National Day Of Thailand.

ANZ Grindlays Bank
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The management and staff of
Thai Airways International Public Company Limited
submit their most loyal greetings and best wishes to
His Majesty the King

on the occasion of His Roval Birthday Anniversary

@3 Thai




