] ust 1986 : His Illjﬂt]r the ILL:?LEI
ded over the Opening Ceremony of the

t Palace.
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National Assembly, at Ananta Samakhom Throne

A Monarch Who Cares

IS Majesty King Bhumi-

bol Adulyadej has dedi-

cated himself to develop-
ment work for the well-being of
the Thais since his accession to
the throne as a constitutional
monarch. His Majesty and his
Office of the Development
Projects Board has successfully
implemented more than 1800
projects. The development pro-
jects—Tover various areas, in-
cluding: 1) Agriculture; 2) Envi-
ronment; 3) Public health; 4)
Occupational promotion; 5) Wa-
ter resources development; 6)
Communications; and 7) Social
welfare and others.

Most of His Majesty’'s devel-
opment projects concern “"wa-
ter": water lor agriculture use,
water for consumption, im-
Eruvcmtnl of water quality,

uilding water communication
routes, prevention and treat-
ment of water pollution and the
increase of the water level in
the major dams for generating
electricit

With {lls sincerity in this
matter, His Majesty had in-
vented various technology ma-

chines to assist in the projects.
These technol machines in-
clude the rain making technol-
ogy and the aerator machine,
an oxygen-filling waste water
treatment machine.
In fact. His Majesty concerns
himself intimately with eve
of Thai life, n
men's agrarian
in the mountainous north; reli-

'Elous leaders' needs for land to

ild a new temple; the aspira-
tions of university graduates
eager to change the world; a
newly built road in the remotest
cormer of his kingdom; traffic
grubt:m in and around

k: the natural disaster-
flooding; an improved live-
stock strain to increase Thai
dairy farmers’ income; rural
dam and irrigation projects to
boost farmers’ crop yields, etc.

For several vyears, His
Majesty has spent almost eight
months out of a year in each of
the other widely-dispersed
royal residences outside
Bangkok. The upcountry visits
thus provide an invaluable in-
sight into his people's lives and

mlummm‘-ﬂﬂ'm

Continued on page 9
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What the Thai People Think of Their King

by Bonnie Davis

HERE CAN BE NO DOU-

BT IN an ‘s mind

that the Thai people
love their king but many take
him for granted much the same
as they do family: friends, and
daily routine. He's there. He's a
part of their lives. yet as king —
apatt from them. Since

ailand has been blessed by
having King Bhumibol
Adulyadej on the throne for
more than 40 years. there are
entire generations who were
born and have to adult-
hood during this. the ninth
reign of the Chakri dynasty.
This same phrmmumn ocC-

curred du
Chulalungkurn ﬂfth I.i
the Chakri dynasty and patu'
nal grandfather of the present
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HEARTIEST FELICITATIONS
ON THE OCCASION OF THE
NATIONAL DAY OF THAILAND

e

:er of his subjects too.
ived under any other
king and they entertained no
though of change. People re-
Lu during the entire year of
is Jubilee. or "Record Reign
Reign Celebration” in 1908,
which culminated in th‘fra_nd-
est of all festivities during
November that year. his coro-
nation month
King Chulalongkorn was the
most visible of any Siamese
:i:f up to that period. He trav-
by royal yacht up and down
the coastline and into the inte-
rior by small houseboats. on
rivers and canals. The latter
trips were often made incog-
nito. quietly and unannounced,
so he could meet the people in-
formally and speak to them. or
they to him, simply as one per-
son to another.
Thc old Siamese concept of
ngship chaﬂﬁ during the
nﬂh reign. Although previous
kings were considered "paternal
monarchs.” the rigid formality
remained. King Chulalongkorn
brought about — at that time —
inconceivable changes. He was
the first Siamese to be tn-
formally visible to his Rco
often driving through t cit}*
in the carri
later by automobile w ich hc
sometimes drove himself. His
gueens were also seen publicly

MESSAGE

Today. December 5. (s the
auspicious occasion for the
Thai people in celebrating their
beloved King. His Mcy‘esty K
Bhumibol Adulyadej's 69t
Birt Annluers as well
as National Day is special
occasion, | tunuld like to take
this opportunity to extend our
warm sincerity to the govern-
ment and the people of

ladesh for their progress
rosperity and the
ning of the good exist-
relations between
ladesh and Thailand.
the past 50 years since
His Majesty’'s accession to the
Throne on 9 June 1946. the
Thai people have realized very
well that their King has cease-
lessly assisted his subjects in
an eﬁfort to alleviate distress
for the happiness to
them. Hls Majesty stands as the
example of developer. He is
considered to be the Monarch
twho is dedicated both physi-
cally and mentally to deve
ment work for the sake of Thai
Nation. There are more than
1.800 projects under the Royal
Prﬂecu have been success-
Jully implemented in various
areas [m:ludtn riculture,
environment, public health, oc-
cupational prnmnt[an water
resources, communications and
social welfare.

The relations between
Thailand and Bangladesh is
always cordial and excellent
since both countries have estab-
lished diplomatic relation on 5
October 1972 and had concluded

agrcemenu on trade, fishery,
s . clvil aviation and
cultural and scientific affairs
in the following years. Besides
these fundamental documents
that we have attached to, we are

continuing to explore other ar-
eas that will serve our interests

stren_q
ing

on occasion — something which
had never happened before.

Their Majesties King
Bhumibol Adulyadej and Queen
Sirikit have made their own
history during this reign. for
not only have they led and
joined in auspicious religious
and public celebrations. they
have also lraveled the length
and breadth ol the Kingdom to
meel their people. see how they
live. listen to their problems
and then — personally — set the
wheels ol help in motion. They
have taken royalty to their peo-
ple as never before.

This year. that of the King's
60th birthday. is a year of jubi-
lation in Thailand. A 60th
birthday of a well-loved Iriend
or rtelative is a time of happy
celebrations; when a king
reaches the auspicious age of 60.
an entire nation celebrates.

What then do the Thai people
think of their king? What does
he mean to them individually?
When asked. some have said, "l
don't know. | never thought
about it.” Others have re-
sponded that they felt safer by
having a king "because he keeps
the country together.” Some
said, "He's our king and he's al-
ways their.” A general leeling
seemed to be that although the

for the nations and peoples.
Thailand has always admired
the progress achieved by
Eﬂngf desh ip the economic
sphere in recent years. At the
meetings of the 4th and 5th ses-
sions of i-Bangladesh Joint
Commission on Cooperation
held in Bangkok and Dhaka re-
spectively. both sides have
committed to enhance their co-
operations, particularly on
trade. economic and invest-
ment which are now playing a
vital role in national economy.
Both countries are looking for-
ward to enhancing the re-
lations and cooperations as
promised.

Sunthorn Vidhyumth
Ambassador of Thailand

to Bangladesh

couniry had problems, they
would be far worse without the
king's presence. One country
women was surprised when

asked why she waited so long in

the hot sun to see him. but
replied simply. "because he's my

in

'Fms year seems an espe-
cially appropriate time to ask
Thai people: "What does the
King mean to you?" For several
months. people {rom every
walk of life — from Privy
Councilor to street vendor —
have been asked this question.
Some have known and been in
EIDEE contact with His Majest
through work, music, or royally
initiated and advised projects
for almost 30 years. For others,

" the closest they have ever come

for they haven't forgotten his
serious illness only four
ago. One vendor said, "he
not work so hard because we
need him. If he gets sick

o seeing the king is on a televi-
sion screen.

While riding in taxis, chnb
unm people and al'u:phntp—
Lo .
ers or street vendors, this we may not have his at
tion has been manipula 'mtﬂ all.
the conversation. Some asked: Oune longtime musical ac-
"why the question?”. Some re- Qquaintance of King Bhumibol
fused an answer; and some  Adulyade] answered the gues-
"haruumphed” and ignored the tion by voicing admiration of
question. The harshest criti- His Majesty's simplicity and
cism was that the KLI].E cared unpretentiousness,. citing a
more about the poor farmers  couple of es. One
up-country than he did about the went to the palace to play .
other poor people. with the "Or Sor Band" and

A popular comment also, is found. His Majesty on the floor
that His Majesty works too  with scissors, working on his
hard and never has any fun maps. Thinking the King
himself. Loving a good time, as  should not be down on the floor
Thai people do. they believed doing this work. he offered his
His Majesty should have a little  help — but His Majesty King .

sanuk in his lile wo. Many ex- said that he wanted to do i
pressed worry about his health.” himself. Continued on page
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THE NATIONAL DAY OF TI-IAILAND
WE WISH A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NOBLE LIFE TO

HIS MAJESTY KING MIML ADULYADES
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