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ISION of late S M Ali in
ving birth to The
e which sl Mele
to strengthen democracy in
and be uncompro-

misingly committed to tﬂmﬂ:—

Lack of democracy in
h was a matter of

tumnhhhnne-anzrmum
country which will uphoid
causes of concerns to the people

and dignity of the com-
the wunyielding

leadership, . ; iyl iags stoees on . shb

by Mahfuz Anam

his main thrust was on com-
mitment. His point was simple,
without commitment not

can be achieved. He was wel
aware of the i of tal-
ent but without commitment, it
was not of much use to him.
After commitment, he laid em-

hasis on professionalism.
ompetence was something
that ve a lot of attention to
in The . He would repeat to

us all the time we must do ev-

erything possible to procure

higher training in journalism.
Thus one of the first thi he

did was to or se a tr

course for all staff members
of the new j ally the
New COoMmers. a Em'l
arrangement with GEMINI

News Service of London he
brought his long time friend
Daniel Nelson for a three
months training programme.
Whenever time and health

he would attend din-
ners of Dhaka based ambas-
sadors with one special da
— to explore the E’: ility
whether some scho hiﬂ a

arr it cou
made his staff in the news-

paper. Every time | would have
some contact with press
bodies he would instruct me to
see what could be done about
training of our es.
The paper of his was
also supposed to be full of writ-
ers. He would never tire of
us that journalists must

be writers. If a journalist did
not write then he was not meant
to be in this profession. After
we started the newspaper he was
surprised to find that in
Bangladesh in the pro-
fession themselves to
editing and did not actu-
ally write. He tried his best to

time to

gave -

ml lessom im good writing -
About writing he would al-
plicify.
Our readers who are familiar

Tribute to SM Ali

Leading by Example

with our founder editor's writ-
Iarr;ﬂ would rl:;llml‘:;w simple
to were.

amused, to see the nature of our
English writing. He never tired
of repeating that if there was a
simple word for expressing
something never opt for the
hard one. You are writing to tell
a story, to communicate, to ex-
plain and c . to help read-
ers unders an event or a

rocess. You are not wri to
nipress the readers with how
many words you know.

[t was tremendous misfor-
tune that we lost our, leader less
than three after we got
started. Du the -three
months at the helm, S M Ali
ﬁ::le this pa ng he

. He was ‘ﬂ{h s of
the cost to his h exacted by
the long hours he kept. He
seemed to be constantly putting
us to shame by working more
hours than we did. His method
of getting us to work long hours
was to himself work longer
hours. His message was alwa
more by example than by
words. He would come to office
by lEjIED a.m. at the latest and
stay all the way up to 8 to 9 p.m.
He would not gnugmm for hfnch
but eat at a restaurant nearby.
Some time later we forced him
to a couch and placed it in
his so that he could rest a
few minutes after lunch. But

| seldom saw him use it.
| often felt that he was den
his age, and more so the state
his health. He would seldom
talk about it. If | would ask him
about how he were he would give
a quick answer and c the
topic, giving me clear signal
that he did want to discuss the
matter, '

One of his habits, and for us
a treat, was to invite us to join
in his lunch. | was more lucky
than others and had the plea-
sure of long conversations with
him during his ar lunch
hour. Occasionally he would
invite others to us which
would then turn out to be an in-
t discussion session on
journalism or contemporary

litics or international issues.

[ was otherwise busy he

would invite others. taking

ular care to invite ple

all sections and . S0

Eicning the editor for his lhunch

ame a regular feature in our

s and a matter of pride
a

for our staff
Such, are the indelible im
preSsidn® he left on us as an in-

 mpiring heritage for The Dalily

Star.

AT HOME AND ABROAD
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m Weakens the Parliament: AL should Seek Other
to Fight Anti-terrorism Bill 1992

N Tm may face a
A mentary defeat,
it is often within its

power to turn it into a
victory. No matter what

ha s. it should use the
Eﬂ-tuththnﬂhrumlt
disposal

oppose the Anti-Terrorism Bill.
But we shall fight it from the
floor of the parliament, not

from the street.”
A neutral observer: "It is part
of a possibie deal offered by the
party that the Jamaat

l:nthcl:lnrth
uppu-e“ﬂ::yhﬂ] suggest a
the

scenario of a new chapter in the
country's divisive politics. In
this situation. fragmentation

ruling part the Anti-
Terrorism Bill is hardly the
most move made by its

L
i
“
A

-
cided on the " of the
whole session. as opposed to a
walk-out. without much of a de-
liberation over other options
and, in the same spirit. issued
E‘m?ﬁ — :

t to
;’i!thdrl- th:wc:nlt::fﬂﬂ

mw“h its student front split
rumblings within the party
on a number of issues, the Al s
Capacity to stage a massive
demonstration. except forcing a
hartal on a reluctant city 1s
limited. It may also be guite
or AL leadership
if some JP stalwarts join the ag-
itation.

Again, what will happen if
the controversial bill inqpal-ued
within next 48 hours? What

E

tion against the Act? u_
cannot ask for a continuous
movement without the risk of it

menits. it cannot
a retreat without face
with its own rank and file.

placed in a "no win" situation.
A number of opposition
leaders have been debating over
other options, Lhe alternatives
to the boycotl of the JS session
and the call for street agitation.
many AL members,
perhaps the most popular view
is that the tion should
have on within the -
liament after a token
walk-out. and used the forum
for a most spirited. compre-
hensive all-embracing attack
on the bill. It would have added
a new unforgettable dimension
to the parliamentary delibera-
tion in the first popularly

elected Jatiya Sangsad after
nine years of autocratic rule,
th the help of eminent
lawyers. AL leaders. Sheikh
Hasina included, should have
pr ed their case. more legal
and political than rhetorical
and emotional, against the con-
troversial bill Such a presen
tation would have taken the

mo.ed slation Into pleces
showr

weakness of the
government position. If the op-
position had f(ollowed

this
strategy. the ruling party, de-
tpiu.-ﬂ majority, have
been put on the defensive, with
Yy emerging as a voice

AL
of t

There been three other
options which, as far as we
know, were ignored by the AL

leadership
First, it should have
launched a ture

against the bill. throughout

Bangladesh. with the target of
m-:nﬁhuu between fifty
a crore people initial

the the mowve,

, It should have
taken out - declaration
in ten leadi ailies in the
country, by ten eminent
lawyers former | ex-
plaining why the bill was
counter -productive, politically

motivated and contrary to hu-

man rights.
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Last but not the least. the
position should have asked for
a referendum. Of course. the
proposal would have been
turned down the Sangsad
But the AL would have made its
case. and produced considerable
impact on the public opinion as
A responsible opposition

If these had been ex
ercised, the parliament would
have gained a new measure of
credibility The process would
Also have helped to educate the

blic on the provisions and
heir implications of the con
troversial bill and enhanced
of Awami League as a
responsible alternative gov.
ermment

In parliamentary democ
racy. nunority opposition
may face one eat alter an-
other in all kinds of motions,
from the of a bill o the
approval of the budget.

owever, it is often within its
power (o turn a tary
defeat into a tical victory.
The key to this lies in al
lanning and sophistication,
her with the realisation
that no matter what ,
no party can run away from the
sovereign parliament, the
source of all and author-
ity in the of times as well as
in the worst of Umes.

We reprint here excerpts from some of SM Ali's writings favourite with the readers

My Old School;

MY WORLD

It's All About
Century-old Ins

LIGHT-HEARTED mood
that | often get into for
writing this column has
suddenly disappeared. Maybe
there are the lengthening
shadows, the dimming of the
sunlight and the darkening of
the Ashar sky. all conspiring to
turn what is normally a
pleasant duty into a dull chore
However. there is also a spe-
tilic reason | have been look
ing at a photograph of the cen
tury-old High School at Maulvi
Bazar. in greater Sylhet. my oid
school a run-down structure
that, 1o start with, can certainly
do with a Iresh coat of paint
What's more, | have been read-
ing lor the second time a pub
lished report by this paper's
correspondent. Rajal f:n'll
Goswaimi. a comprehensive his-
lory of the institution. with a

No-confidence Move Serves a Signal at
Right Time, on Right Issue

ITH her stage set for
the first no-confidence

W

motion ainst the
ernment of the adesh
ationalist Party (BNP) in the

Jatiya Sangsad. Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia will be well
advised o see the move as a
signal that she must set her
house in order

With its comfortable or -
ity in Parliament, the t::ilng
party should easily pass the
test. with some short-sighted
BNP politicians gloating over
the victory. But the message be-
hind the no-confidence motion

overwhelming sentiment
shared by a cross section of our

in this respect. the Opposi
tion led by the Awami League
(AL) is mr%:my aAs a cat-
alytic t defeat of the
no-confidence motion will
neither be a humiliati blow
on AL nor a setback the
message behind the move

In essence. the con-
cerns the law and or-
der situation in the country,

which. in recent days, has de-
veloped a number of new di-
mensions, such as the feared
kidnappi of children. the
brutal mu of a veteran .
ing political leader in Hh:ﬁ:a
and the spread of campus vio-
lence to educational institu-
tions which had so long been
spared from lawiessness.

An equally important part
of the message relates to the re-
fusal of the administration. es-
pecially of the Home Minister,
to view the situation with a
sense of , and. instead.
to suggest that it has " g
in recent months. Far from
outlining a plan of action that
should restore the confidence of
the people in the law-

jes. the Home Minister
has been talking about prepar-
ing a list of terrorists and
wanted criminals, prompting
this paper to ask, in some be-
?'Ilrdcrmcnt. “What is the list
or?”

The debate on the no-confl-
dence motion (or motions),
whenever it is held. should
primarily focus on the law and
order situation. But it should he

August 6, 1992
directly linked to what we see as
a drift in the administration.
with promises and pledges,
more political than adminis-
trative in nature. overtaking
hard options and concrete ac-
tions.

Now. even many ardent ad-

mirers of um Zia have
to wonder if the administration
has lost its per ve, with the

Prime Minister herselfl keepi
all her options to herself, in-
stead of promoting a sense of
collective sibility within
the cabinet, which is the key to
the success of parliamentary
How [ar the forthcoming de-
bate on the no-confidence will
go in changing the scenario re-
mains (o be seen. However, we
are hopeful that it will produce
some good results.
Much depends on how the
tion initiates the debate
It will put the ruling party iIn
the dock. That's a t tion it
cannot resist. But it should put
the issues concerned at a na-
tional level and make con-
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| , Our Founder-Editor
On the Occasin of His 68th Birthday

ASIAN DIARY BY ARJ_UNAI B, . R
Reprinted from our issue of December 5,198 @i

Ali Bhai

the last rmalists to have

E was a
interviewed last Emperor
but this was only one of the many

sidetrips Syed Mohammad Ali made in his
ished journalistic career of 44 years.

agues, Ali Bhai to friends, S M
passed away last October. He would have been 65

disti
S M Ali to colle

on December 5.

His remains arrived in Dhaka October 20, the
; readers he would
ST
check-up, a bit of rest and an overdue holiday.’
that deadline for his return
like a true journalist, his friends quickly noted,

day he promised his newspa
return from Thailand after

He would be keeping

if not in life then In death.
Prime Minister

Ali served Banglades

tinction for a

conscience-k
mised it.

Ali Bhai once wrote about an imaginary dia-
logue between Prime Minister Khal
Sheikh Hasina, leader of the opposition. They

with caustic attacks on one another but
gence I:on% shadowed by t mc:d?r alatiors
: over e ontations
of the day. It was his way of bringing a consensus
on core national issues and in bringing
jor political parties. especially the two biggest
ones, towards a common national .
S M Ali was a nationalist. In 1971, when he
Editor of the Singapore
ation, he actively rnﬁ?cd
support for the Liberation War of B
But as early as the 1950s. in London,
spokesman and translator of the late Maulana
ul Hamid Khan Bhashani who was staving sight.
In 1977. S M Ali joined the Manila-based
Press Foundation of Asia as its Executive Direc-
tor. In 1981 he was in Kuala Lumpur with the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organisation (UNESCO) as its regional
communications advisor for Asia and the Pa-

from UNESCO in 1988, S M Ali
briefly joined the Bangladesh Observer as Editor
in mid-1989 and was advisor to the United News
adesh news agency for a few months in
January 1991, he launched The Daily
Star as its Editor and Publisher, stee
come the Elremler independent daily in
e remained active in the daily af-

per and continued writing his
column 'My World' until the day he left for Thai-

gradually discovered hidden

was the Roving F
afternoon daily New

there during his brief exile.

In 1952, as a young nationalist, he actively
age Movement. And in
1973 he wrote a book "After The Dark Night', a
personal research and on-site study about the
Bangladesh.

Ali Bhai, who was married to Nancy W of
Singapore. completed his matriculation in -
het and went on to attend Saint Paul's College in
Calcutta. He completed his honours and masters

Department of Dhaka

While still a student. he joined the newly-
launched Pakistan Observer in 1949 as its first
1950s he left for Lon-
journalism studies and where he
worked with the News Chronicle of London and

participated in the

problems of post-liberation

degrees from the E

University in 1950-51].

Staff

rter. In the early
don for

also the BBC.

He returned to Pakistan in 1954 and joined
per in Karachi as Staff Re-

came back to the Pakistan Ob-
as Staff Reporter. At that time he
became active in the journalist union and was
president of the East Pakistan Union of
Joummnalists during 1958-60. He was also the only

journalist member of the All Pakistan First
Llcus“apr_r Wage Board.
S M Ali was an expatriate during most of his

professional life. living mostly in South-East

stan Times in
tly became the As-
-based r

the Dawn newspa
porter and
server in 19

the

Asian cities, Alfter joining the
Lahare in 1960, he su

sistant Editor of the Hongkong
blication. The Asia Magazine from 1962-64.
n 1964-65 he was the South-East Asia Bureau

m Khaleda Zia said S M
and journalism with dis-
ng time. President Abdur Rah-
man Biswas noted the country lost 'a distin-
guished editor of the contemporary
colleagues observed that if a journalist is the
of the society, S M Ali epito-

of China,

lar medical

period.’ His

a Zia and

the ma-

a Post.

as Managi
His article

events ap
cludi

adesh.
e was a

cific.
After r

of B
1990.

Bangladesh.
fairs of the

land.
only bring him

ately to
scended

front-page

onal
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In late 1972, S M All was in Hongk

the Far Eastern
Asian Wall Street Journal, Orientations and In-

‘In trying tndpa}r tribute to a

own to our level
own incapacity to depict him as he truly was.”
The Daily Star commented in an editorial. “This
humble tribute to S M Alf will not be an
tion. For those of us who follow on in
steps are only his pale shadow, trying desper-
asp the man whose thoughts tran-
ose of his contemporaries, whose in-
sight made us how our head in adulation.”

The Daily Star staff felt the editorial deserved
treatment. but they did not put it on
page one. as 'S M Ali taught us mever to compro-
mise the intrinsic value and dignity of _a:;,}::i:'l,q-
rial by moving it from its usual place.’ -

The Duily Star 5

b

Chief for the Karachi daily Dawn and then was
appointed the Managing Editor of Thailand's
leading English-language daily. the Bangkok

ong again,

ng Editor of the Hongkong Standard.
and analytical essays on Asian
ared in lea regional journals, in-

nomic Review. the

it to be-

at soul, we
ause of our

excep-
s foot-

Depthneiws Asia

long list of distinguished per-
sonalities. past and present,
who. in their teens. walked
down the long corridors of the
school. in rain and sunshine.
either on their way to the class
or on their way out. All this
lorms a part the history of
the school. that should It our
hearts.
lInfortunately. it is different
— rather depressing — with
what is happening now. The re-
port by Goswami tells us some-
thing of political in-fighting
among students and local resi-
dents which has caused serious
uncertainties about the pro-
centenary celebration of
our old institution. The -
bility of the “festival” ng
in the near future is rather
dim unless the District
Commissioner of the town dis-
cards what Goswami describes
Pu.rdudly as his "silent role” in
avour of a tive interven-
Ll[unhtﬂun ile, old students
t school. now residing in
Dhaka, such as the Finance
Minister, a just-retired high
ranking UN official, several
former district commissioners.
doctors and the governor of the
central bank. not to mention a
handful of journalists, can
work oul a to honour the
institution that, in the ;
oduced gold medalists of all
ndia fame, fighters against the
British rule social workers and

wWrilcrs
y colleague, Waheedul H

talks about other educationa
institutions. schools and col-
leges. which may be soon com-

leting their centenaries or

ve recently done so. Situated
in different district towns —
district of older times., not the
sub-divisions without
much mental preparation —
they were set 1p in another age,
in the age of philanthropy. a
thirst for modern English edu-
cation and absentee land-
lordism. in the order. Are all
these institutions in a state of

decline. no longer living up to
the tradition of their ual
ﬂherm' 5-1? I not. But
t are ca in the chal-
knfs of the ?:ﬁ:‘nql times.
such as politicisation. bureau-

cratic bunglings and mindless
m:ﬂghtins among student
ps ing to senseless vio-
. As | sald metaphorically
at the start of this piece. there
are the lengthening shadows,
the dimmi sunlight and
darkening r sky.

When we do observe the cen-
tenaries of these institutions,
we should not be talking about

the past. We should be
thinking of moving forward,
adding something new to what

we al .
new dmmm mhm
looks like a quagmire,

and Hopes for Other

One does not think ol one's
hometown all that much. espe-
cially if one is away from it for
a long period. as | have been
from Maulvi Bazar for decades.
I just cannot decide when |
should pay it a visit and suffer a
few shocks. The roads will look
narrower than they do in my
lmlrlniuum houses patheti-
cally rundown, lhe
"Choumohoni” — the main
sh ng centre or maybe it has
another name — bigger. dirtier
and noisier, and even the foot-
ball field facing my century-old
school will seem too tiny to be
no more than an apelogy for a

“"ﬁte. mmw a pow-

erful presence in my sub-con-
scious, | realised it with some
intensity during the war of our
"b'{;.,lf"" in 1971,
working in Singapore,
| was asked by my newspaper to
write a colour Elu! on any town
or village of ., one
that might capture the mood of
the time. | wrote about Maulvi
Bazar
1 cted it as a "dying town"
which had lost its soul. In fact.
the piece was a profile. not of
the town itsell. but of a young
friend of mine whom.| knew as
an outgoing teenager who used

home during
cations. he

university va-
come over (o

Then. we would go for long
walks Lw]y the riverside. He
would talk about his frustra-
tion as an unsuccessful™ T.
of his loneli and of Eis

ir in a town
that offered him nothing.
Then. after a of a few

3
:
!

iny. so
soul. This s what

hometown a dying one. | prayed

that the emergency ol
Bangladesh would help this
. insignificant town re-

July 17, 1992

Ba desh was all about.
¢ piece meant something
to quite a few of readers in
Singapore. who had some con-
nections with Sylhet and be-
lieved in the War of Liberation
for Bangladesh. Among them
was my long-lost cousin from
Nagaland. ani Chandola,
married to an Indian journal-
ist, Harish. Mani's fathef, K V
Chusa who. as a Deputy

Magistrate in Assam,. had
a colleague of my father and
u%n is what mm

cousin — even
Tyhmumc a member of the Indian
parliament from one of the
eastern-most states of India.
Another was an equally big
;urprln:. Hu?hnr{:‘d Ali, a
of Sylhet origin.
whmglmmmdc a 1’ﬂ::lm'.-w:r as a
lomat in the city republic's
of Foreign Affairs. By
now, he has probably become a
Singapore ambassador some-
where or retired from the ser-

vice.

So. Maulvi Bazar found a
place in the international me-
dia. Whether it made a differ-
ence to the future of my home-
town. to the centenary celebra-
tion of its century-old school
some 20 years later. is another
matter. -

If only | had the timie and en-
ErPh | would have started trav-
elling around the country,

g::l:-ahly by public transport.
one town to another, feel-
ing the noise. smell and dirt in
each ‘place. | would visit the lo-
cal college. sit down with stu-
dents in the shade of a mango
tree and find out what they be-
lieve in and what they want. |
would eat my [ood in local
restaurants. visit the bazars
and see what the prices are like.
| would get sick from time to
time. look for non-existent
medical help but would not

think of abandoning the trip. |
would not offer instant answers

to problems of any of these
towmns. because | would have
none. Instead, | would listen
and find out what know,
want and even h
Yes. even read. | would visit
the public libraries and see
what new books have been
added to the bookshell and.
what's more | ant. what
read instead of watching
he video. There will be times
when | will wonder if this is my
country, the country | believe
in.
Then, | will make a surprise
visit to Maulvi Bazar, see for
if it rediscovered its soul
er liberation and, what's of
more immmediate concern. il we
can all do something for the

echool. Before amother century
or m"'eﬂi_-"- n silence.



