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Accept the Challenge

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has taken the
BNP charge of repression and harassment very se-
riously. So much so that she took hefty chunks off
her speech on the inaugural rally of silver jubllee
celebrations of independence to talk about it
She challenged the opposition to cite any one
case of a BNP activist being held without specific
charge. Any number of such persons would be
set free as soon as they are correctly named, she
said.

The Prime Minister had also reacted very posi-
tively to the BNP stridency when soon after her re-
turn from Rome she knew BNP had moved the
President on the point. She requested the President
to himselt go into the allegation and find out for
himself the truth of the matter. The BNP reacted to
this only by harping on their charge. What will the
party do after the public challenge by the Prime
Minister?

The opposition must not take time to prove that
theirs is no irresponsible rhetoric. For the news-
papers are reporting arrests of AL activists also
and there is also news of AL elements being mur-
dered. The question of who are being persecuted is
getting more and more confused. In a matter of

weeks the confusion will get worse if the BNP
doesn’'t in the meantime address Hasina's moves

and prove beyond doubt their charge.

If the opposition fails or doesn’t care to
substantiate its accusation all its cries of 'tiger,
tiger' or selling the land out together with its
sovereignty — weird as it is — will take a fatal
beating. Notably, the Prime Minister took the
lakhs in the Sunday meeting into confidence on
the BNP cases against water, transit, electricity
and Asian Highway. Rather than sounding
rhetorical, the BNP would do well to respond to
the Prime Minister's challenge on arrests not by
repeating allegations but firmly basing them on
facts and figures.

Towards SAFTA |

The second round of trade discussion among
SAARC countries has ended on a highly positive
note. The negotiators of the seven member-coun-
tries of the regional body — Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka —
came up with praiseworthy efforts in synchronis-
ing their positions to increase the number of the
products coming under tariff concessions from 226
to about 1500. It is not only a milestone in the
year-old history of SAPTA but also one in the an-
nals of the regional body which has had more than
its share of cynical observations for the lack of
early dynamism.

Economic symbiosis is as much a reality as re-
gional cooperation is in today's fast changing

world. This is all the more applicable to the zone
of South Asian nations that transact among

themselves only 3.4 per cent of their global
trade volume. It is a pity that at a time when
especially, the South East Asian countries are
vigorously discovering new realms of economic
cooperation regionally, their neighbours are still
working with the modalities to forge unity for
mutual benefit.

It is however, better late than never to get started
and the news from Kathmandu comes with an ex-
tra bit of optimism 1n this respect because India
alone is reported to have offered tariff cuts on 900
items. The biggest member of the SAARC has
agreed to go for a 10 to 15 per cent concession on
these items. As the biggest and the most resourceful
country in the South Asian belt from any point of
view, India needs to build along such initiatives to
free the SAARC from the stigma of an otiose asso-
ciation and elevate it to a worthy, weighty and ef-
fective one.

The encouraging achievement in the Himalayan
Kingdom injects a new dynamism into the process
of realising the goal of launching the South Asian
Free Trade Area by 2005. If a progressive develop-
ment upon the gains of the last meeting is ensured
there is no reason why the SAFTA will not be a re-

ality earlier than:five years into the year two
thousand.

A Suggestion to BTV

It will probably ask for a research of sorts to
track when this saga of taking the mickey out of
the viewers first began with the Bangladesh Televi-
sion. It can be recalled readily and unsavourily
though that the national electronic media on Sun-
day came up with something like that at a very in-
teresting phase of a game of cricket it was telecast-
ing live which evoked sighs of moaning, even
undisguised annoyance from viewers.

Unless it is a purely entertainment one, a televi-
sion channel will have news bulletins at the core of
its programmes. BTV too is no exception. Its au-
thorities probably have the most unenviable job of
doing justice to all quarters having to work with a
single channel where programmes are packed like
sardines.

But Sunday's disruption of live telecast of a
cricket match, that too at the final stage ham-
mered home the necessity of being little sensible
and flexible with the news hours. Particularly,
during the winter, when live telecast of one or two
domestic cricket matches is always on the cards,
the idea of pushing one or two news bulletins out of
any collision course should be entertained seri-
| ntﬂy.m:mammtgcthmlghtofuama]

arrangement. The latest instance of leaving the
viewers high and dry at a climactic stage of a live

telecast is yet another reminder for a suitable ad- |f
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T has been a bizarre

we 0 wilness an

unusual furore over the

question of transit during the
recent months. The im

and urgency accorded to it h:::

E a external fronts obwvi-
ously put those in the
backburner. Nevertheless both
former Finance Minister
Manmohan and Incum-
bent Exiernal Affairs Minister |
ujral during their visits re-
spectively in 1994 and 1996
sufficiently hinted at the grant
of Chittagong port facilities to
India to ecom sate for
Bangladesh's trade imbalance

with India. Sensing {'nrrcdll
the priorities in Bui:ndt.dt i
Gujral was during visit both
cautious and benign when he
categorically mentioned that
his government did not intend
to link the question of transit
with the issue of water sharing
which emerged. over the years,
as the key issue of Indo
Bangladesh relations. He ap
ently wanted to placate

angladeshi sentiments on
such linkage Yet there rages an
animated discussion on the
subject of transit bringing 1t to
a feverish pitch as il all the na-
tion's problems and prospects
hinge to it. A myriad arguimnents
have already been piled up on
either side of the dividing line —
the pro-transit lobby and its
critics,

The wlers of the idea ol
going li on the on of
transit to India havE ugh;nl:
the paradigms of Europe
Hnrlﬂahmﬂﬁ,ca to uphold the
virtue of trans-national mowve-
ments of commodities and per-
solnel, seen in transit an eco-
nomic boom and also argued
that the country s sovereignty
and security significantly lay
in an economically integrated
and interdependent subregion
whether one calls it South-
Asian North-East or South

Asia's growth triangle of East-
ern_Himalayan region. lgnoring

Jyoti Basu

Sir. The visit of Mr Jyoti
Basu to Bangladesh augers well
as he to Bangladesh as
well; he traces his ancestry
from former East Bengal, now
Bangladesh. The Irish descen-
dent Americans still feel a very
strong emotional attachment
for the country of their origin
and we feel Mr Basu must be
having a soft corner for this
country.

The people of Bangladesh
welcomes Jyoti Basu as one of
its great sons. It is our appeal to
the Prime Minister to grant

honorary nationality of
adesh to the Chief
Minister of West as a

gesture of goodwill from the

people of Bangladesh for his

endeavour (o settle the Ganges

water te. We feel a perma-
nent set t of water
dispute to the satisfaction of

both India and Bangladesh
shall remove the only irritant
in the relationship of both the
countries.

Al-Haj S M Khalid Chowdhury
Dhanmandi R/A. Dhaka

Making T&T
corruption-free

Sir, Since The Daily Star is

a paper dedicated entirely to the
cause augmentation of public
welfare in all walks of life, I, as
usual, want to draw the atten-
tion of all concerned to the ex-
ploitative nature of the T&T
le. A letter published on

ay (20-9-96) last is a vivid
story told by a respectable se-
nior citizen. They don't care
whether someone is a lonely old
lady, a retired public servant or
an innocent businessman. No
one can easily get a telephone
line without paying heavily or
waiting for years and this is
blic ge. We were told
hat due to the introduction of
computers, false billing had
been made difficult, but what
about keeping a telephone line
deliberately disconnected for
months and billing the owner?
It is heartening to note that
the government has decided to
allow private telephone. agen-
cies. Here you would no-
tice the so-called T&T unions
gl rai:lc. as they dlddchcfure
: ections, stage -
DA
public su : -

ties and citizens should su oo
government's firm action
the culprits who want to

hold the society in ransom!
That they will do all the wrong
th and they cannot be
chlln.lg'n‘pd. an untenable sit-
uation. The T&T — like many
other public enterprises, in-
cluding the PDB cannot show
any profit because a lot of the
revenue is looted out and the

mti: exchequer is deprived.
new government — espe-
clnl'lguthe present T&T Minister

a te that if
all these mpmotud
the government revenue will go

up substantially and then it can

The_roquutfor_facilitiuﬁhtnmiturumofpoﬂihnuldmunﬂybeenteﬂajmd among the
;-lagmnal m;:tnu 1:'{ they are innocuous and in mutual interest of the countries concerned.
owever, case of India asking transit through Bangladesh is somewhat extra-ordinary
because she is not one the landlocked countries which ordinarily qualify for the grant of
transit, writes Brig (Retd) M Abdul Hafiz.

the geopolitical implication of Asia. The pro-transit lobby stopped even partially headway. Each

¥y one of this
the issue they tend to consider fondly about European a sociopolitical movement scriptions holds murmgu‘;
its geo-economic advantages liberalism and and loan can be effected in for reducing trade im-
and are fascinated Gujral's up a romantic vision of the mtbmhnklwthttﬂ mmmmnm
estimate of Taka crore of evasion can be curbed to some  with transit or port revenue?

revenue for
from opening up Chittagon
port facilities. also esti-
mate a few hundred crore to a
few thousand crore of Taka of
annual revenue earni i a
llr#;ﬂe Indin”::::nrdmg ”
ant to 3 to
gtm. the SAPTA of which
w is a signatory al-
envisages such transit
and the proposed Asian High-
:l is. in any case. going to
up the countries and the
continents providing trade
network with similar factlity
en to each other. On the
other hand. the detractors of
the notion mostly from the op-
position camps seem intoxi-
cated with a heady brew of
iransit politics and have made
a beeline in gaining some polit-
ical mileage almost at no cost
in a blanket condemnation
they have not only turned down
the idea of transit. they also
found in it a Iresh conspiracy to
st of
i - arising
out of the Mmmml'mf
been due to our lack of infor-
mation as to what kind of tran-
sit Is in question We have
talked aplenty about it in ab
sence of a clearcul context and
the issue has seldom been
placed in re live as a
clearly rlrﬂnrdr t'lp;r it is all the
more intriguing because some
kind of transit protocol is al
ready been in place between
Bangladesh and India and it
was there nght from Pakistan
riod when it was however
suspended lollowing 1965 Indo
Pakistan war Limited wa
ter /rall transit facilities were
restored alter the independence
ol Bangladesh and it continues
till date What addivuonal lacili
lies are r ed 1o be consid-
ered now? And what are their
implication on our politics
economy and security? Al least
our * does nol know if such
facilities have at all been olfi
cially asked for As a result any
debate on the subject has been)
speculative, erralic and 1rra
uonal at the best.

A section ol media
academia and intelligentsia
has marshalled interesting ar-
guments in favour ol transit
nms: {;;hich have unfortu-
nately mere hyperbole. It
has advanced various explana-
tion to justify its arguments
which have little relation with
the ground realities in. South

= e

un:lu';:t m:lny public welfare
activi without resorting to
of any sort. There should
no compromise where public
interest is concerned! And this
is bound to brighten the image
of the government and increase
its transpar and a t
publi¢ wl[ﬁwﬁjthm
main commitment of the gov-
ermment.

Ahmed
Dhaka

Mosque for both

the sexes

Sir. There is no denying that
even in our present Muslim so-
ciety. Muslim women are being
deprived of many advantages
(social as well as religious). In
some rel s practices. they
have little access to perform
their mandatory rituals and
observances. To make my point
| would like to draw the atten-
tion to the fact that nowadays
women are hardly permitted in
the mosques even in the pursuit
of their religious purposes. It
has been taken for granted that
women should say their five-
time prayers at home in privacy
and they are not supposex to at-
tend the congregations in the

mosques.

But what we see in the full-
fledged Madinan society at the
time of the Prophet (PBUH) is
quite reverse in this respect. It
is a known fact that in that so-
ciety women used to attend the
mosques regularly. One self-
evident Hadith will make it
clear. Prophet (SM) said, "Do
not prevent women from com-

o the mosques” (Bukhari
Hadith 815-824, 847). Even dur-
ing the tenure of Omar (R) we see
that an argumentation between

Omar and a Muslim woman
over Mohr | in marriage
occurred inside the ue. It

seems to be unimaginable in
our present society that a
woman would involve herself
in religious discussion in the

| ﬁﬁk it is the uence

of a tive evolution brought
about in Muslim society and in
consequence the tradition of
women prayers in ue has
come to an end. It has been re-
sulted from the fear of 'fetna’ i.e.
women prayers in mosque

L create sexual aberration
in soclety. But [ would be
FN:I to remind the Mus-
im sc that it is Allah
(SWT) who knows best and ac-
cording to His vast and limit-
less . He has given us
immutable decision, im-
mutable principles and im-
mutable laws. So we should not

be scared about this
Hnduf'iﬂm‘umm{

alted makes it ssible for
e et o o
gation in the mosque.
Un{urtumm this negative
aspec women has
made a little impact in the
Muslim society. It seems that

great changes' taki ¢
around the world uw .;pI:d

why should we be lagging be-
hind. But then Europe traversed
a long way from its custom
union days of early fifties to the
signing of Maasitricht treaty.
so earlier, Europe went
through phenomenal trans-
formation for several centuries
and was enriched by its Renais-
sance, the Great Enlighten-
mentll and Industrial -
tion. It witnessed t politica
s of the dimension

of French Revolution and

evolved the of nation
states a and tur-
bulent process it has only now

come to be the civilisational
model for the t era. What
happens in is worth em-
ulating but can they be achieved
overnight in South Asia — vir-
tually the backwater of the

Can the econdmic inter-
action of Europe including its
highly sophisticated transna.
tional movements of with
compulterised survel € sys-
tem Mltli{'rd in Indo-
Bang) context with their
state of economic. communica-
tion and technol ] infras-
tructures? Can the political
trust and understanding nour-
ishing European community be
instantly infused in our inter
slate ations”?

And the reat changes
around the world” Nothing has
fundamentally cha as far
as the nation's vital interests
are concerned. Even in Europe
debates as Lo the EC's future en
largement. security and mone
lary system vis a vis the mem
ber stale s national interest sel-
doim receded

As regards the projecied eco
noimic boom from the grant of
transit and rt facilities a
modest gquest can be asked
as Lo what does a nation do
when 1t has no option of grant
g somegne some kind ol
iransit or port facility. A na-
tion has to move entirely on its
own steain 1l only the enor-
mous bunglings that exist in
various sectors ol our economy
can be straightened and stream-
lined the bait of transit revenue
dangled before us would dim
into insignificance. It is not
much the question ol geo-econ-
ﬂ:ﬂl:lﬂ just now. For us it is essen-
tially the question ol
ernance. For instance, if the

pervasive smuggling that takes
place across our border can be

some so-called Muslim schol-
ars regard women as "full of
sin” and hence women are not
allowed in the ue. In fact,
Islam basically ma no dif-
ference between the sexes. Allah
says, "Verily | have exalted the
bani-adam (children of Adam).”
This “children of Adam" in-
cludes both sexes.
It is admittedly true that
when a person resorts to
ue for religious preoccupa-
tion he/she gets divine inspira-
tion especially when he/she lis-
tens to Friday sermons. But
women are being deprived of
this desirable spiritual advan-
tage. So there should be a
change in the present adverse
situation and we should to
the Madinan full-fledged Is-
lamic society at the time of
Prophet (SM). The Muslim
community should be sincere
enough to accommodate women
in the mosques for prayers and
other religious practices.

Mahmudul Hasan

English Department
Dhaka University

Unauthorised
encroachments on

government land

Sir, I would like to draw the
kind attention of the authori-
ties of the departments con-
cerned to the fact that Uttara
Model Town is now being
turned into a non-model town
beyond its unﬁ:dal blueprint on
account of fol reasons:

a. Unauthorised encroach-
ments on the government land
are going on in different sectors
of Uttara by force.

b. Uttara Lake is becoming a
centre of public nuisance.

c. Road constructions,
drains, sanitation, etc., are now
being hampered due to selfish
consideration of the interested
quarters.

In the name of new con-
struction activities, rubbish,
litter and many other unhy-

enic materials are scattered
ere and there, limiting the
movement of the ple. and
the beauty and charm of this
Uttara odel Town. We
earnestly request the authori-
ties concerned to take up im-
mediate steps to put an end to
these illegal activities of the
hm“lrue;]nrhynen at Uttara.
people do not bother
about the rules and regulations
of the land. If they are allowed
to continue this practice, it
would leagd us to a disaster in
the near future. On top of that,
the absentee house-owners are
like blood-suckers at Uttara
evading taxes and
extorting high rents from the
tenants who have been living
under situations for
their existence. -powered
committee should into it
and save the tenants from the
hands of the house-owners. The
sooner, the better.

A Citizen

Ameer :
Complex. Uttara,

of the then
we have just been ruled by

§ivided into pr

anti-liberation factions. Natu-

S M Mostlalizur Rahman
breathed his last two
nights at the CMH.

th his near and dear ones by
his bedside By the standard of
medical advancement of mod-
ern Limes, he died at an unnl
age ol 64 He suffered from di-
verse and complicated ailments
lor over a year and succumbed
finally to dreaded cancer. His
indomitable urge and firm de-
termination Lo live longer kept
the angel of death away for him
lor quite sometime.

A f[ormer Foreign Minister
of Khaleda Zia's government, a
Home Minister in her late hus-

effectively held such coveted
positions for so wWas a
glowing testimony to_his ability
and bility as a leader.
People who had the opportu-
nity to come in contact with
Mostafizur Rahman liked him
perhaps more as a man than as
one who held high positions in
state service. He was well-man-
nered and polite in his dealings

Nevertheless. a blind opposi-

tion to transit to a
ing country
hardly and cannot be a

attitude in international poli-
tics. Any such request from an-

other country merits attention

and due consideration. The

geopolitical tives of the
rf#m'itallhrThtﬂufl:m
eration i in the grant of
such | . The request for
facilities like transit or use of
port should usually be enter-
tained among the regional
countries if are innocuous
and in interest of the

countries concerned. However,
the « ase of hvhia asking transit

through Bangladesh is some-
what extira-ordina because
she is not one the landlocked

countries which ordinarily

for the grant of transit.

or India it is more a matter of

convenience and strategic ad-

vantage Even then her specific

AR "be heard,

and intensely debated in

forum. Once the public is ade-

quately educated on the issue.
should be left with the

aut ty to decide.

Iimportantly. the grant of

these facilities presupposes the

is indeod Sool-

Of Transits and Port Facilities

! India’'s water
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IN MEMORIAM

End of a Good Man, a Kind Man,
a Pleasant Man

by M M Rezaul Karim

with people; ibly his army
background
do with it. besides acquisition
ol a natural trait of good up-
bringing He was an affection-
ate father and worthy husband

of a Inendly and popular lady.

Sufia Rahman. who was a pil-
lar of strength during his good
and bad days.

Mostafizur Rahman was
pleasant in his disposition and.
unlike some. was prone to lis-

somneth to

Imhigtnnthar-'
served help,
dulge in

tron of s
as Pre

. in
nt of the

through acts of the former
Minister.

Perhaps. even death is too
weak to overcome human de-
bilities for some of us morials.
In any way Moslalfizur Ralunan
will be missed and fondly
remembered in the society.

OPINION

Silver Jubilee of Liberation : Longing

Since long I have been
thinking of saying something
especially to two types our peo-

le: those who have successfully
orgotten the history of the Lib-
eration and secondly, those
who are out to try — with all
their heart — to forget. They are
still out to create chaos and
conlfusion with lot of lies — to
arouse cheap sentiment and to
exploit that to meet 'their’ end.

But then time is flowing un-
interrupted. unhesitant. The
month of November has just
plunged into the last month of
the year and we find ourselves
by the tumultuous shore of our
great Liberation festival. We
will finally celebrate the Silver
Jubilee ofj::m: of the greatest oc-
casions in world history hap-
pened in the year 1971. We will
remember our glorious struggle
and war which resulted in re-
gaining our dignity and honour:
our lives and belongings; our
peace and security.

It must be a qreat festivity,
no doubt. But | have some

ints to make Lhe readers
hink. We just cannot decline
the fact that India. our neigh-
bouring country did everything
it could with a view to making
our Liberation easier and pos-
sible. Throughout the entire
volume of the great history,
story of its generous coopera-
tion is inscribed,

Our demand. therefore.
should be to ensure that we
must not forget our [riends in
need, while we keep in mind
that the government has al-
ready announced its willing-
ness to invite them to join us in
the ensuing occasion. We must
share our rejoicing on this great

occas-ion with our guests of
honour.

Well. we have passed quite a
long time in confusion and hes-
itation. Since the killing of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman — the great helmsman

lled nation —
the
who are morally
pro-liberation and

rally t failed miserably to
us a self-respected

self-sufficlent nation. The
nal morale of Liberation

| was killed and buried with

ndhu. He is no more.

inspiration has now awarded a

l But munnrely. the morale and

for Belongings

fresh birth like Phoenix. Now is
about time we could take mea-
sures to rebuild that miserably
injured inspiration and philos-
ophy of our Liberation. estab-
lish afresh friendly, relation
with our neighbouring coun-
tries with earnest gratefulness
and equal respect for each
other. Our diplomatic ideal

should now be honest. natural
and humane. And why should
we not long for these be

— these invaluable treasures a

free. modern person can be

proud of?

Our country, our must
remain grateful to Indira
Gandhi. the then Prime Minis-
ter of India. We must remember
her from the very core of our

heart while the retnembrance of
the most vilious genocide will

sure keep haunting us. What the
great lady did for us was cer-
tainly a good lot more than she
should have been to do
politically. diplomatica-lly,
and above zll. militarilly. The
new generation knows of her
contribution to our indepen-
dence. One may not know what
a big risk she had to undergo,
what a desperate move she had
to make and what a fierce
struggle she had to w with
many a contrary and disfavour.
It is not I, after all, who wrote
the history, so who am | to erase
it? Owing to this greatness we
honoured the lady. as a symbol,
by constructing a st in the
Suhrawardi Uddyan ere she
delivered a lecture to tens of
thousands of her honouring au-
dience. But have you ever found
any trivial sign of that com-
plementary gift presented to her
up there or elsewhere in the
country since the bloody coup of
1975? You have not. It was
crushed.

Well. how and why should we
have belittled ourselves with
this silly ingratitude? What

harm our gratefulness could
have possibly done to our
sovereignty and liberty? And in

other . what did we really

achieve out of the arrogant
ide and obstinate self-con-

ceit? On this great occasion,

therefore, it would not be

toe urge upon that a persona

representative of that great lady

be invited to join us

Let us be very frank about

ing great persons iare still alive

our history. We did not give bat -
tle ‘all by ourselves. Indian
Army joined with us too. Thou-

" sands of Indian soldiers we:re

killed on our land during the
war. Why not another monu-
ment for those friends — thoase
friends in need? Well. 1 don't
think it would be any surpris-

ywm. We have grave-
and monuments of «
foreign soldiers here in

and | don't find any
hesitation in innocent imonu-
ments of the heroes who sacri-
ficed their lives to help us free
our country from the barbarous
foreign junta while we t:ake care
of a number of the same> of oth-
ers. | should not ask wlay it was
not done in the past. i3ut | am
311:1}: sure our friends in the In- |
Army who foughit our war
shoulder to shoulder should not
}Ilawbamrﬂarmrdadtnth a mere I
ower or a t co-
conut. They mmgaﬁenm.

Whoever among the follow-

should be invited to us in
the celebration of 1 he Silver Ju-
bilee of our Libera tion War and
Independence: General Aurora.
General Oban. General Manek-
shaw and Lt. Col H R
Chakravarti (C ommander of
BSF 76 Battalior then in

Krishn ). \We would expect
Ins a;‘grmral Kesry Singh
and Lt. Col. Megh Singh and
Major BN B hattacharya to
come. We should as well invite
%Ltnu and BC Pande. |
and all t =+ friends from the
training cainps of Melaghor.
Drhrarﬁron. ilong. Nathati
and so on.

Maybe s ome of them are no
more in thiis world. But their
kins and ‘folks should be as-
sured that they will remain
very much: alive in all our re-
membrare e as long as we live
as long as 'S
flag in @ een and red hoists in
the sky.

Fina'ly may | ask whoever is
immortal? Should we not all
die sorae Must we die. Bul
shoulc| we without
in full our just — ur
absol ute truthfulness. hervic
since rity and historic grateful-
ness’? That is precisely the rea-
son why | . fervently long.
for taem — in the context of the

greet Silver Jubilee of our Lib-
&ra’'Hhon




