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A Courageous Act

’Ihe government has virtually withdrawn its ac-
tion lgalnst teachers of badly pcrfnrmlng schools
and colleges. Let us hope that this is not a defeat for
an almost good and decidedly courageous decision.
The Education Minister is on record as saying the
aggrieved and agitating teachers had accepted the
logic of the action but would not accept the action
as this was not done in consultation with them.

No, that is not all that is in the thing. The deci-
sion was a very good one in so far as it aimed at fix-
ing the responsibility of the recent poor showings
in the SSC and particularly the HSC exams — and
making those responsible pay. On three points this
is a radical — almost revolutionary — departure
from the anarchic situation of plain loot that has
been the picture of our education sector. One, the
action completely precludes failing students from
being responsible for their poor showing Four
cheers for that. Two, the action has all the poten-
tial of switching on a constant flow of responsibil-
ity fixing exercises till such time there is a perva-
sive ambience of accountability in the education
sector. Three, the action puts a stamp of recogni-
tion on the teachers having a central role in the
showings of their students.

A silly oversight made such a groundbreaking
decision unenforceable. The Education Minister
seems to be aware of it even if as an afterthought or
a hindsight. It is not alone the teachers that are re-
sponsible for bad exam results. There are a host of
other factors. With question banks and objective

teachers were forced out of their central position in
the students’ making by etc.
" We co tulate Education Minister Sadeque for
being very candid on the ticklish point of politics
vis-a-vis administration. He simply dared making
AL and the government unpopular among the all-
too-important segment of teachers — for doing
what he felt to be good for education. And he said in
so many words every administrative action must
not be taken with an eye on the voter-reaction
prospect. How we wish the whole of our governance
were conducted keeping this in mind. Thank you,

minister, for this.

Acid Test for BR

The Bangladesh Railway is under pressure, per-
haps the severest in the history of the organisa-
tion, to either reform or be discredited the Asian
Development Bank has made clear that its release
of the Jamuna Bridge rail-track loan worth 90 mil-
lion US dollars in 1997 would be contingent upon
the BR's 'satisfactorily’ improved financial per-
formance by them. The punch is delivered not only
on the BR’'s face but also on the corridors of gov-
ernduent.

T6 9ur mind, theé jpréssure now being exerted by
they ADB on the and the BR has been
largely courted by us. Despite the plethoric media
and public criticism of mismanagement in the
railways and its failure to live up to its potential,

not much has happened by way ofvastlylmmvcd
services. The challenge now stories the present
government in the face because the time at its dis-
posal to bring a turn-around in the railway situa-
tion is only a year or so. The railtrack being a
prized element of the JMB project, the ADB condi-
tionalities for financing it cannot be made a short
shrift of. On the other hand, the relatively new
government, does not quite build a magic. Wand to
change things sweepingly on the labour union
front. The backing of a fresh law would be seeded
there.

Of the do's prescribed by the ADB, let's concen-
trate on four: Staff and asset rationalisation tar-
iff restructuring and strengthening of marketing
function.

The first two items call for a degree of labour
union cooperation which the present government
is deemed to be in a position to ensure with its ne-
gotiating capabilities. As for utter ment of
the rolling stocks, the BR has to be ruthlessly de-
manding on efficiency.

The necessity for any radical restructuring of
tariffs can be obviated by sealing off the routes of
corruption and pilferage. There should be complete
computerisation of the marketing function with a
salesmanship drive launched on the basis of new
railway links forged better passenger and cargo
services offered.

The railway's must retrieve the grounds it has

lost to other moods of transportation to be com-
mercially viable.
. L -
Indisposed W alkie-talkies

There is no denying that violent crime has be-
come an overpowering reality in our society and is
progressively influencing the individual mind ad-
versely. This disquieting development has how-
ever, been matched very happily by the police-
men's increasing application to the evergrowing
challenge they are facing. Certainly, they are more
responsive and active and they are now also faster
and more effective than before. They must keep
this up and further improve their ormance. Vi-
olent crime must be made a thing of the past and
the police must play the key role in thls. Nothin
short of this can put the policeman back at the sea
of trust that the society wants them settled on. But
for this to be achievable, the police must get ade-
quate support, material and otherwise. It must not
be found short on its wherewithall.

It has been observed that metro
Dhaka need about 600 walkie-tal
both crime and traffic. They have been givep less
than half of that. And of those commissioned,
about 150 — more than half of what is at DMP's
disposal — are at present dumped into a godown,
having gone out of use for whatever mechanical

reason.
Bengali practice of go-

litan police in
es to cope with

l 'I}liﬂ brin%a us to the very
ng for grand capital e:q:-cnaea and never laying out
anything on the maintenance of the things con-
structed or installed or bought. The same has hap-
pened to the police walkie-talkies. It would now

very government-like to write the 150 pieces not
hwnrkmg simply off and order for a fresh im rt

and purchase of another set of 400-600 wa
ta.lkleu

questions requiring only yes-no tick marks, the

= !

between the
ﬂl::uld;r Lebed, ool Ry
r senting
hope to this war-torn coumtry.
nearly twe ‘gnrl of
murderous warfare,
is a sign .
To recapitulate briefly the
events: Chechnya under its
charismatic leader Dudayev de-
clared independence a little
over two years ago Chechnya,
which is within the borders of
Russian Federation. was in-
vaded by Russian troops. A
bloody warfare start and
thousands of Chechen civilians
were massacred The snipi
operation of Chechen ters
m effective and held the Rus-
sian army at bay. The Russians
suffered heavy casualties and
grim predictions were being
made of another Afghanistan
t from the start of the
ities President Boris

HE signing of the Truce
C

hosti

Yeltsin spoke of a negotiated

mu“n&:'h::mmmw
::hlhﬂﬂhﬂﬂ‘}“mtlb

ued his talks with the
Chechens. These tions
E.llil'lﬂ:' in intensity with the

ll:lng of the Chec leader

the un of

the Chechen ﬂnw'ﬂtllﬂ
romised to end the war in
hec and withdraw troops.
Before the elections which were
held last month, Yeltsin even
promised to do away with the
military service for

the young by the end of the cen-
tury.,

Food and Development in Bangladesh: Meeting the Challenge

VER since the dawn of
creation, man has been
on the quest for food for

survival and propagation. In
those . most of the time was
spent in finding food for the
next meal. The di of the

cultivation of cereals, probabl
in the near-east, followed by th:
attainment of the ability to
cultivate successive crops and
1o store food between harvest,
was a landmark in the
development of the human
society.

According to recent FAO es-
timates, the total world su
of cereals in 1995-96 is 2
million tons as against a re-
quirement of 1769 million, al-
lowing for an ending surplus
(carry-over stocks) of about 260
million tons. The prospects in
the coming year Fl -97) is

even better.

s amply show that
denptte&ie unprecedented in-
crease in worl pulation in

the last several decades. the
world can still feed all its peo-

But ironically this does not
# s0. More than B0 devel-

ey

men. women and children of
these countries go hungry
everyda

S-uul A.ulnn r u:m shares
most of the poverty.
While humr: ln a quarter
of the wo population. it ac-
counts for 39 _F;I:r cent of the
world's e region has
one of t hlghtnt ate
poverty levels, around 43 per
cent in the world.

Agriculture and
Economic Growth

The natural endowment of
fertile land and water resources
have made adesh's econ-
omy mainly based on agricul-
ture. About 80 per cent of the
people of Ba live in ru-
rnl areas an ture pro-

66 per cent of em-

FI oyment to them. In 1993-94,
ts contribution to GDP was
29.7 per cent at current market

pnr:: Sixty per cent of the ex-
nf the country are
nblaintd rough this sector.

Therefore. if Bangladesh has to
attain a degree of economic

rowth, then its agriculture
gaae the land and the water —
must have to be used most prof-
itably and judiciously. At the
same time, the interest of the
farmers, who grow lood. has to
be sustained.

s: Production of rice.
which accounts for 95 per cent
of total cereal in Bangladesh.
registered an all time record in-
crease to nearly 18 million tons
in 1989-90, fo the devas-
tating flood of 1988. The coun-

try sustained bumper harvests

Star Literature
Sir, Heartiest congratula-
tions for bringing out the felici-
tous Star utermwe | take the
portunity to give vent to
thoughts on your distinctive
selec of materials for the
first Star Literature section.
This section presents a new
vista, a new perception and a
new perspective for those read-
ers who themselves are in
search of their own self-iden-
tity.
The interview of Mr Moeo-
hammad Rafique and the essay
on 'Bangladesh Literature:
Poised for a Lift-off are
thought-provoking, educative
and motivational. These two
items are helpful in finding a
sense of direction for us.
Hﬂlacr Haq's 'Your Excellen-
epicts a tortuous environ-
or others as created by a
:n:u:m of intelligentsia partic-
ularly when the former do not
like to trudge the path of one or
the other party as drum-beaters
with the hope of ng an am-
bassadorial assignment, direc-
tor generalship of the National
Press Institute or the Bangla

Academy, or at least
chance to accompan &:tmﬁ in

her glnbe+trnttjngn wllh desti-
nations like Beljing. New York,
Rome etc.

Professor Zillur Rahman
Siddiqui's quest for a mode of
writing his memoir is a good

Chechnya — Hopeful Signals

FwﬁcM'Mmthfmmdwm&rChmhﬁm mmhu.h
able. For it was bound to set in motion a chain reaction as there are many other ethnic cousins of the Chechens

in adjacent territories

The first round of the elec-
tions which was inconclusive
brought out Alexander Lebed as
the one holding the balance of

er. Boris Yeltsin made
bed his Security Chief and
gave him virtually a free hand
to deal with the Chechen con
flict. Lebed has now come up
with a Truce Agreement to be
followed by a comprehensive
settlement. According to the
deal Russian troops have
started withdrawing f{rom
Chechen territory A successiul

Arshad-uz Zaman

rﬂmflﬂinn of this part of the

dea will
strengthen the hand of Gen
Alexander Lebed It ap
that he has succeeded in estab-

enormously

pears

lishing his credibility with the
Chechen leaders

The Peace Plan must bridge
the c¢hasm between the
{ hechens demand for a refer

endum om independence and
Russian insistence that Chech-
nya remains part of the Russian
Federation. « Lebed formula
has not been made public but
his latest rush from Grozny. the
capital of Chechnya. to Moscow
was indicative of the fact that a

breakthrough might be
ac hieved
The persistent reports of ill

health of Boris Yeltsin have
complicated the picture. He
looked a hale and hearty figure
before the elections when he
campaigned wigorously Since
his wictory in the elections
Yeltsin has made brief appear-
ances in Moscow although he
received the U'S Vice President
Al Gore Yet the reports of
Yeltsin s heart attack and in-
deed his appearance on TV

the of a , who
is nitely not in robust
health.

Chechnya has faced Russia

with a very tough probilem in-
deed The crisis erupted when

Moscow was slowly to
terms with the col of the
Soviet Union. which saw the

rn:rm of a large number of
t Turkic republics.
%ﬂtt Union lost her Super-
power status and has been try-
ing a holding operation through
the rreated Common-
wealth I t States
ICIS) For the Russian Federa-

With sound policy and perspective planning, Bangladesh stands a good chance in achiev-
ing economic growth based on food and agriculture, which the country has all potentials to
achieve, writes Dr Harun K M Yusuf

for the next successive three
years (1992-93) This was cer:
tainly a great achievement for
the crop iculture. National

cultural Research System
( ) played a crucial role in
introducing modern varieties
and developing modern tech-

nol for their man nt
which were used by Lhe [armers
thro technology transier by
DAE (Directorate ol Agriculture

Extension) and ASSP
(Agricultural Support Services
Project)

€ net per capita lood (rnice)
availability reached the level of

standard requirement of 454-
465 g/day during 1989-90 to
1991-92. This led to a compla-

cence of achieving the much
| for seli-sufficiency in
for the first time in history
of the country. However. this
could not be sustained for van-
OUSs reasons. excessive and in-
discriminate use of chemical
fertilisers. increased cropping
intensity and irrigation and fi-
nally drought and the fertiliser
mismanagement of 1995 — all
resulted in fall in rice produc-
tion. Also fall in rice price had
a negative feedback on the
farmers to produce rice. This
brought down per capita avail-
ability of rice to 428 g/day in
1995.
the decade of 1984-

94. the production of potato.
vegetables (+ melon) some
fruits hm hut due to popu-
lation growth ual ratc
the per upita aﬂul

not increase.

On the other hand. produc-
tion of wheat. which could
lessen the pressure on rice, reg-
istered a negative ratr-ﬁ-
1.3 per cent). ( -
dense) and oilseeds (energy-
dense) did not show any posi-
tive trend in production during
this period.

Animal food: The fisheries
sub-sector has done splendidly
well in the 1983-93 decade. To-
tal fish production increased
from 0.73 million tons to 1.02
million (75 per cent is inland
and 25 per cent marine). The:
share of fisheries in GDP is in-
creasing and now stands at
about thmccnt The export
earnings ugh this sector
have increased to 12 per cent in
1993-94. Thus, fish contributes
to national nutrition and econ-

to a cant itude.
owever, this at natural
resource f[aces the danger of
degradation as activities for
flood control. e.g. embank-

ments, sluice gates are on the

. Surely all who aspire
r:g their memoir will
ﬁl eas in Mr Siddique's

yself and Others'. One is baf-
fled to note that Mr Siddiqui is
giving prime importance to

dj:rn] readelt;u ht'l;lterc?_t in de-
ciding upon the s of writi
his memoir, Why should hng
When one reviews memoirs of
world famous personalities,
one finds memoir writers write
their piece for the pleasure of it.
What is the harm if he writes it
in his usual style?

To us Star Literature is go-
ing to be a widely-read feature
of The Daily Star. This inno-
vation in our context is a pleas-
ant s . We are optimistic
that your daily will always
have something new to t
to the readers regularly on a
daily basis, making the daily
issue a special one.

Sggd Waliullah

108 Mohammadpur Housing,
Pisciculture Socilety Lid.,

‘KA’ Block, Dhaka-1207

Open up Suhrawardy
Udyan

Sir, 1 am inclined to ngr:f:
with the letter writer's h
sis (Star, Nov 27) that the hu
Suhrawardy Udyan was dcli
erately closed by the {PI"E‘I"IrDU!l
regimes on the plea of ecology,

readi
for

gear. It is estimated that by the
year 2008, one-third ol the nl
tion's fishery habitats will be
destroyed as nearly 4 million
ha of land will be flood-free

Livestock sector has also

ormed well in the decade ol

984- 1994 with an increase in

production Index from 107 In
1984 (1979-B1=100) to 132 in
1994. Most remarkable in
crease has been in poultry
lannual growth rale 33 per
cent) and goat (annual growth
rate 7 4 per cent). Despite these
increases in fish and livestock
pmduruun.arcr capita avail
ability still falls far too short of
the requirement

National Food Basket and
the Desirable Dietary
Pattern

It is clear that foed produc-
tion in Bangladesh is net
enough. not even rice. To fill the

ap as- far. as possible,

imports almost all
kinds of foods at the se of
hard earned foreign exc Lo
icrease net availability. In
sjrte ol this huge exercise to
meet the gap, a look at the food
basket table shows that the na-
tional average diet is not only
deficient in total energy (to the
extent of 15.6 per cent) (1950
Kcal against the FAO-recom-
mended intake of 2310
kcal/day). but the diet is also
seriously imbalanced. Our diet
is too much studded with cere-
als [mz rice] which con-
tribute 82.4 per cent of total en-
ergy. compared to the desirable
contribution of at most 55 per
cent. On the other hand, the

contributions to total of
all other food items —

oils, animal feeds an

and ables are far less than
. This makes the diet de-

ficient in proteins and the mi-

cronutrients (vitamins and

minerals). A vast majority of

the ]_:m::q:lvu]:att:i«:g;tjI tl}:us su!ﬁr

hﬂll I'Cfptj e NuUnger Lin

of thgtumachl due to inlakegcl;f

inadequate quantity of food

and hidden hunger (hunger of

cells for micronutrients)

due to intake of inadequate
of food.

Malnutrition is thus a terri-
ble public health problem in
Ba desh. A s example
is: low birth weight rate
(below 2.5 kg) which is 4lTEcr
cent in this country. is
marks a bad start in life, due to
persistent malnutrition in the
mother. Malnutrition is thus
propagated from generation to

fnut:!

anenda and goitre are common
in the children,

The Biggest Challenge

to Growth

The main impediment to
ﬁruwth is poverty. In Bangla

sh, rural ptw:rﬂ'_r is the issue
ol the day. although wurban
poverty is ning more and
more of a rising problem and
will become a big issue in the
coming decades il Lthe current
rate of migration ol rural poor
o the cities is not stopped b
increasing economic growt
and alleviating poverty in the
rural areas,

According to a recent BIDS
study in 1994, around 29 per
cent of the rural population in
Bangladesh lived under poverty
line 1 (absolute verty, per
capita calorie inlake less than
H& and 23
in* g’tr!'me pov

rie inl:al:c less thmﬂ!ﬁ kcal),
making a total poverty inci-
dence of 52 cent. This means
that amuncfrr 900 million people
of B adesh are poor, around
half of them (over 25 million)
are among the world's poorest
by any standard of develop-
ment.

Landlessness throu vaﬂ
ous processes, lack of g:v
tunities and income. urdl:n Df

dowry, high rate of illiteracy,
and therefore lack of skill, lack
of capital eic., have been identi-
fied as the major determinants
of rural rty. About 25 mil-
lion youths (educated and uned-
ucated) are unemployed and
have no job to do to contribute
to growth and national devel-
opment. This huge workforce
and human resource potential
can be utilised I“m* dmlupnmnt
through proper F

A segment of the rural poor
laround 2-5 per cent) are land-
less and rootless. Hunger is the
cause of their poverty and not
just merely a symptom of
poverty. They are completely
out of any development activity,
because they are most of the
time busy in the quest for food
and most of their body energy is
spent in the process of procur-
ing food for the next meal. We
therefore have two major cate-
gories of workiorce to explore —
the jobless youth and the poor-
est of the poor.

Alleviation of Poverty — the
Road to Economic Growth:
Many poverty alleviation pro-
grammes are now in progress

TR

NGOs are also with the
same objective In tion, de-
velopment safety net pro-
grammes — e g the WFP — as-
sisted rural t (RD)
(formally food for work) and
the vulnerable groups develop-
ment (VGD)

tt need are initial -
tal, andh?athHcIl and mrcmkﬂ-
ing supports.
In addition to credit and
training, some NGOs (e.g.
Proshika) are also trying to
popularise sustainable cul-
ture (better named as
agriculture) practices through
use of bio-fertilisers and bio-

sticides to show that in the

long-term prospective, equal

regatle ruducilut I8
ar ieved wit tﬂi-
culture as with the murt inor-
ganic fertiliser-intensive mod-
ern variety cultivation, but
without the latter's Inrt(g+tﬁm
adverse effects on socil fertility
and biota.

Priorities Ahead

Food production : With in-
crease in Papulaﬂun the de-
mand for food will increase. It
is expected that by the year
2010, the population of -
desh will increase to about
million and the requirement of
foodgrain will increase to about
31 million tons from the
present requirement of 19
million tons. Of this, re-
quirement for rice alone will be
about 30 million tons. Because
the total cultivable area will
not increase, the increased
duction will have to come
e

ereiore e tup most

ority is to increase food roJ:-I -
tion by u its land and water
resources. t has
publicly announced subsidy in

culture and a sum of Tk. 1
billion is set aside for this pur-
pose. which undou would
contribute to agricultural
growth by reducing farmers’
plight to invest in food produc-
tion. However. the use of land
and water resources shall have
to be judicious so that produc-
tivity of the land increases
without taxing heavily on the
fertility of the soil.

Along with rice, production
of pulses, oilseeds. animal
foods and fruits and vegetables
shall have to be increased to

tion any further loss of terri-
tory as it appeared with the
Chechnya crisis. was unthink-
able. For it was bound to set in
motion a chain reaction as
lhere are many other ethnic
cousins of the Chechens in ad-
jacent lermitories.

It is in these circumstances
that we have witnessed the
emergence of Alexander Lebed
on the scene as the one who is
capabie of finding a solution.

The fact that he a to have
won the confidence of the
Chechens is his greatest trump

card. The ce re

appears to be holding and the
Russian are out.
This is fulfilment the
promise made by Yeltsin.

The Chechen conflict has
not produced any victor or van-
shed nor was it expected to

or the Russian Federation it is

yet another storm The
Kremlin has learnt to lﬁ'l: with
the newly tndqxndent Turkic
states. She. cannot
contemplate I.he secession of
other territories, which form
part of the Federation. On the

other hand a status quo ante as
far as is concerned is
out of the . The new ar-

rangement will be watched by
other neighbours of Chechnya.
who will draw appropriate

lessons.

The collapse of the Soviet
Union nearly five years was
an earth sha m?ﬂlt
crisis in C demon-
strated that the fall out of that

event will continue well into
the next century.

offer great opportunities for the
ate

the country

Population : Lastly, a word
about . The total size
of G lduh is about

USS 26 billion, which is three
times that of Sri Lanka and as
much as half that of Malaysia.
one of the emerging tigers in
Soulh-east Asia. Hm all

N LT

GDF is ted Lo volatile quIn
by the vast
L :ﬂdfm.ed popuhtm
to reduce
growth further, o increase per
capita avallability of the I‘nﬂu

of growth.
Improving the Quality of
Life of the Farmers

'I'he success of tural
lar on im-

anl quality of of the
rmers, I: lmpruvin;

their

standard of living. This implies
a translation of economic
achievement inle human de-
t. the two being mutu-

ally correlated and reinforcing

necessal -
Wﬁm&h
NOmIC resources ve o ﬁ-

posively directed towards
man capital R -
man development is therefore
the end, economic growth is a
means. The major imperative
components of human devel-
t are education, health
md nqulum Ti these
lation more pro-
ductiw: c 0 more eco-
nomic gr which in turn
creates uppnrtumuu for more
investment for human devel-
0 t. This will set in motion
a virtuous circle discarding the

prevailing vicious circle.

The human t in-
dex (HDI) of adesh is
0.364, which is be-
low the a .403)

same for the countries charac-
terized by low human
ment. Bangladesh ranks 13
from the bottom in terms of
real wealth, to 2 for
Nepal, 20 for India, 33 for Pak-
istan and 42 for Sri Lanka.
With of educa-
tion, health services and nutri-
tion through ap-
propriate allocation.
the situation can be 3
The recently develo Na-
tional Plan of Action Nutri-
tion can serve a great deal in
this regard.
The writer is a Professor of
Biochemistry (Human Nutri-
tion), University of Dhaka. The
article is abri from tﬂh:
on

with assistance from various  bring diversity in the national cultural Research Council.
generation. Stunting, wasting, UN and other agencies. Many food basket. Fish and poultry Dhaka.
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conservation and tree planta- really someone in charge, is now the Home Minister is far  zens living abroad are our valu-
people are suf- someone who is responsible from realising the gravity of the  able -earmers on whom our

tion; while the
fering due to lack of spaces for
holding public meetings in the
city.
Fﬂawadays litical meetings
are held by blocking vital and
rs]y roads, causing continuous
erin in terms of traffic
amu political parties
uhould b:havc with responsi-

bility and the authority con-
cerned should Immediately
open up some open space for
holding meetings and rallies.
The previous regime started
some dialogue on this issue bul
nothing came out of it.

Why the metropolis should
not have demarcated spots for
holding meetings? The resi-
dents have the right to expect
proper civic amenities in the
capital city. Can we see more of
Eﬂsllivc action than political

rick-batting?

A Zabr
Dhaka

State of affairs in
public offices
Sir, | want to draw attention
of authorities concerned about
the hopeless state of affairs in
maost blic offices including
the police stations, income tax,

customs office and so on. One
would just wonder if there is

and who cares for law and dis-
cipline. During the last one
decade or so, the moral fibre
has broken down so much that
officials at different levels
openly fix up their 'rates’ for
dlfftrtnt cases at different
aﬁus there being no shame or
ness or fear for anything,
as if it were the rule. We have
hardly heard of any public ser-
vant ng caught red handed
and punished exemplarily to
deter such incidence.

In fact, the attitude has be-
come — get off all pmhlcms by
paying w is necessary.” The
persons who are constrained to
pay bribe are not at fault be-
cause they know for sure going
to the higher authorities is not

. nor is it at all profitable!
In fact, those who complained
to the higher authorities have
been much more harassed
through false cases, concocted
allegations and so on. All their
efforts boil down to an un-
avoidable acceptance of what is
on. The past Timent
failed to restore public
confidence in honesty and in-
tegrity of public officials.

But what about the present
one? Have they shown
agility or seriousness about

of extortion and ex-

val!nn?; l;rm' ﬁghtu‘w

situation or maybe he doesn't
have any commitment in line
with what the PM says: "Catch
hllm if he I::l“m even if he
claims to ong to my party!”
We are afraid unless real seri-
ousness is shown in thought
and action, it will be just futile
uttering and high-sounding
rhetorics.

Let us think about what is
going on in Biman and the Cus-

toms to begin with. The Biman
staff, it is alleged, wouldn't
normally welcome you for
booking. confirming and recon-
firming. They do whatever they
wish to. So, when you are told
that there is no seéat in a given
flight and when you "manage” it
somehow and get on the flight
see hall the seats are va-
cant! This is known to all in the
authorities and they know the
staff who do so and they are
supposed to know how it takes
to national exc H\L has
anyone heard about any deter-
rent action on this front?
Think of the reported cruel,
unbelievable harassment and
torture to Mr S Mia who died
because of the Customs offi-
cials’. The action taken and
heard about so far is far from
what is expected! The authori-
ties seemn to move in snail's pace
and have no real concern. not to
speak of patriotism. The oiti-

national income itself ds
substantially. But what

dishonour did we do to them
and there to be no
real awak ? Why? Had all
the authorities until

the doctors declared Mr S Mia
as beaten to death?

The newspapers of 'IBI.'h'
September '96 published the
story of one kid Abul Ashral
harassed badly by the immi-
gration people at Sylhet Air-
port. Is it the way we treat our
citizens living abroad and send-
ing money for our national wel-
fnn:'? There must have been

senior officials at the

rt who could tackle the

em decently and on the
E‘pﬂt but they didn't! Neverthe-
less it is good to hear that the
DIG, Sylhet has put the culprits

under suspension

How long does our adminis-
tration expect to befool the pub-

lic? Is it not being too late to
realise the gravity of the situa-
tion? Why the people at Di-

najpur and Bogra turn hostile
a;jn?nﬂ Lhe officials?

The new t will do
well to think about the whole
thing and think enowgh

s0 as to take action
ruthless before it is too late

A hrmed
Dhaka



