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, Al alleges killings, torture in Zaire
Canada discloses formation of

OTTAWA, Nov 30: Canada on
Friday annoumced the lormal
establishment ol a multina-
tional force that will bring hu-
manitarian ald to Central
Africa, s AFP.

More t 20 countries have
offered to supply personnel. fi-
nance or other assistance.

But the coalition could not
officially begin operations until
its mandate was approved by a
l4-nation steering committee,
which met here Friday.

Paul Heinbecker. the senior
Canadian offigial who chaired
the steering cammittee, which
is made up of the largest con-
tributors to the multinational
mission, said the group for-
mally :ipprnvﬁl the establish-
ment a multinational force
with headquarters in Entebbe.
Uganda.

The steering board will now
be responsible for making op-

erational decisions on the ree-
ommendation of Canadian
lieutenant general Maurice
Baril. who is the multinational

force s cominander .

That committee will in the
future hold its in New
York and to the UN
Security ouncil, said
Heinbecker.

While Heinbecker said no

decision on ai or other
methods for helping the
refugees would be made until

had assessed the situation
in the field planning for air-

droE;DLL:d already started
ace the canietty b shboon

ce y
said Heinbecker .

Asked how the decision-
making process will operate,
Heinbecker re : "The situa-
tion is that aril) will make
his recommendations to us (the
steering board)”.

BRIEFLY

Mother Teresa's condition stal:rla

Mother Teresa was stable and cheerful Saturday

after artery
from Calcutta.
The
an to im

ved infla
blockages, improvi
well Friday might

morning. a
surgery that doctors said saved her life. AP repuu

action of the 86-year-old Catholic nun's heart

immediately after the angloplasty, which in-
tiny balloons in two major arteries to clear
the flow of blood.
t following the two-hour surgery and was in

other Teresa slept

stable condition Saturday morning, saild S K Tewari, a
spnkﬂman for the BM Birla Heart Research Centre.

Jm:quu Ehu‘r:

Chirac turmms 64: rresident

-.-.rda won a present of a 12th century

lerra-

cotta statuette rum his frh:nds on his 64th birthday, reported
Agence Franee Presse, Xinhua says from Paris.
The statuette, which is on the form of an animal, is

nally from the bank of river Niger

in Mall and was made du

the time of Djenne Kingdom. The friends of the French

President gave

im on his birthda

Colombia. which was made by the

last r a statuette from
aya Indians before the ar-

rival of European colonialists in South America.

Saudl Arabia's King Fahd on Gull‘ security

American troo
attacks in the

and protection l'ur

as US forces remained nn high nlm for any
. Reuter reports from Riyadh.

"They met for about forty minutes. The focus of the discus-

sion was f[orce
told reporters.

rotection measures,”
bombings have killed 24 American troops
in Saudi Arabia in the past year.

a senior defence official
“They also reviewed the secu-

l situation in the region. mcluding [ran and Iraq,” said the
who asked not to be identified.

ers Friday cnmi
municipality wo
Cankiri.

m'I\n'knhmmemlshﬂ:
%u&iun in a private coal mine

near the central Anatolian city ni' Cankiri, a
cr said early Saturday, AP reports from

"Rescue workers rushed to the scene,” city employee Ahmet

Ozbek told The Associated

that methane gas leak

press by tele
Details were not immediately
might have caused the explosion in the

one from Cankiri.

available. Ozbek s ted

mine 190 kilametres (118 miles) northeast of Ankara.

'Pamnd'ggsnl?r'awmﬂedinlm

Stephen Sun "Fassion.,” a critically acclaimed
Broadway flop that lost money in its British debut earlier this
. was named Best Musical Friday at the Standard
Awards honouring the season’s best theatre. AP reports

from London.
"It's heartbreaking for a show to lose every

Bill Kenwright said of the Sondheim musical wﬁicgrhc had
backed on the West End. But, Kenwright added juhﬂmﬂy

one of those strange people who actually love awards.” am
Gems "Stanley.” a Royal National Theatre production about
English painter Stanley Spencer, was cited as best play. An
American production has been mooted for Broadway next year.

12 drowned in Vietnam: tweive peopie.

mostly women and children, were feared dead after a

and cargo river boat capsized in Vietnam's central province of
Quang Nam da Nang, the Lao Dong newspaper said yesterday,
Reuter r from Hanoi.

Provincial officials were not available to comment on the
report, which said the accident occurred on the Tranh river last
Tueada after the captain fell overboard with the vessel's rud-
pcoPl: in the boal were scared and made the boat turn

upsidt. down,” Lao Dong said
The 15 Eu% Un'un nations agreed day to jointly com-
Vbat the sexual exploitation of children by pursumg producers,

vendors, distributors and owners of pornographic materials
that feature youngsters, AP r:purts from Brussels.

The initiative was proposed Belgium, which has been
shocked in recent months by n:v: ations of a child sex :::F be-
lieved responsible for the murders of four young girls the
disappearance of half a dozen others. The EU justice ministers

to step up the fight against trade in child porno materials
by imposing minimum penalties across the EU.

Eggs thrown at Milosevic’s office

Serbian opposition rises

‘'on popular discontent

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia, Nov large towns.
30: Balancing In a fourth-floor i‘canwhjlt aining momen-
window with a loudspeaker in tum from aily protests,
one hand and waving to the demonstrators pelied the offices

crowd with the other, opposi-
tion ll:a.l:ltr Zoran Djindjic tells
cheerin ‘fportcra "Dictator-
ship will end ¥ we hang on.”

ut after 12 days of demon-
strations against President
Slobodan Milesevic of Serbia,

many wonder if peaceful
marc can topple the Balkan
stro an.

Djindjic and other opposi-
tion leaders face a tough
dilemma: allow protest to fizzle.
or let it turn L.

If violence does occur, "the
blame won't be on us, said
Djindjic, at 44 the youngest
leader of as o sition
coalition, Zajedno, or gether

"One must be aware that this
energy isn't generated onl
anger over e fraud. ¥t is
g:neratm:l by empty stomachs

"pc ople’'s general discon-
indjic laid referring to
the election fraud that sparked

the protest and the ruin brought
by years of funding war and
mismanaging the state-owned
economy. :

Talk like that has won
Djindjic support recently, par-
ticularly amnng you Serhu
who though adg elected
him Erlgradcl first non-Coms-
munist mayor since 1945 — un-
til Milosevic's eourts annulled
the results of November 17 elec-
tions won by the opposition in
the ‘capital and several other

of Serbian President Slobodan
Milosevic with red paint and
eggs. chanting: "Red Bandits

and Thieves..
In what a pcart:d to be the
bi est of 1 strajﬁot days of
les, more than 100,000 peo-
Kr jeered, booed and set off
ecrackers every time, |

He said the decisions Laken
Friday meant that "“now the
multinational force is consti-

Members of the steering
board. which Heinbecker de-

scribed as the contribu-
tors, are: Belgium, Cameroon
I'.ll the curren t of the
flnlllllﬂn for African
nity). France. ireland (as cur-
rmt t of the Eu
Union). Italy. Japan (which

multinational force for C Africa

Heinbecker sald would be con-
tributing money but no troops
for the mission). Senegal. South
Africa. Spain, Sweden, Britain,
the United States, Uganda and
Canada.

AP adds, Zairian soldiers as
well as rebels are killing, tor-
turing and civilians
nationwide, mnesty
International said Friday.

Herve Berger of the London-
based human rights group said
abuses were taking place In
eastern Zaire, thr ut the
interior and in the capital.
Kinshasa. He accused foreign

ments of indifference to
violence.

The was the latest in a
scries o uua.;?h;llqﬁﬁml to

since s i-
In% rian soldiers and mtu
itiamen in eastern Zaire

this fall.

guests.
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Cuban President Fidel Castro (C) is surrounded by French actor Gerard Depardieu (L)
and the President of the French Federation of Managers and Businesses, Gerard
Bourgoin (R) late on Friday in Havana, (‘uba. during a ceremony that Castro offered his

- AFP/UNB photo

Govt-rebels to
sign peace accord

in Sierra Leone

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone,
Nov 30: Sierra Leone's

ment officials said, rrpnﬂ: AF

The accord was reached after
months of talks between Sierra
Leone President Ahmed Tejan
Kabbah and rebel leader Foday
Sankoh.

President Henri Konan Bedie
of Ivory Coast, who hosted
peace talks in Abidjan earlier
this year, will oversee the sign-

there. a Bedie s
sald. A UN official in Sierra
Leone confirmed the plan.

Both sides have been under
ressure to end the war, which
as killed more than 10.000

people and derailed the coun-
try’'s once-lucrative mining in-

dustry.

Sankoh's ragtag Revolution-
ary United Front has been beset
by delections and overpowered
by foreign troops — particularly
south African mercenaries
from a company known as Ex-
ecutive Outcomes — who were
aiding the government. Kabbah
has been under pressure to sign
a peace accord and end the gov-
ernment's contract with Execu-
tive outcomes, which was cost-
ing about dirs 1.8 million a
month.

Romania’s new
president
sworn in

BUCmH;REET Nov 30: Seven

E::im: f::m pleted its t!ﬂ;'-:t
dtlt]l::nt:rlu;: trann[::r of puw::
when geology Er;"nfcmr E:n:jn
president, reports AP.

Cnnutnnztén;:ﬁ;.la promised

future o!' and > ;

But he cautioned that ha?d
times lay ahead as the Balkan

country shakes off its
Communist
"We have responsibility

to build a state uﬂnr
sense of the word,” w&xﬂ
institutions of our state have to
learn a great lesson. that of
serving our citizens.”

The president. 57, who has
never held elected office. beat
former Communist lon [liescu
comfortably in a Nov. 17
runoff.

[liescu took over during the
Christmas 1989 uprising when
Nicolae Ceausescu was toppled
and killed. Iliescu won free elec-
tions in 1990 and 1992, but ap-

oached l:hnnﬁ slowly.
- lliescu and his leftist Social
Democracy Party were hurt by
corruption, and by cism
that they had never truly bro-

ken with Communist thinking.

Floods claim 13
in Philippines
MANILA, Nov 30: At least 13

people have died while 13 oth-
ers were still missi and
feared dead in flash s and
landslides caused heavy rains
in southern Philippines in the
past few da_v,rn local press re-
The m::ld 13“l
reports persons
died and nine others were unac-
counted for after several houses
were buried by landslides in the
town of Pandan in Catanduanes
province,
The Provincial Disaster
Coordinating Council has re-
uested the national police and
air force to rush heli
to the island nce to [
much-needed foodstuffs an
medicine to the affected areas.

UN Secretary General warns

Israel's settlement expansion

plan threat to ME peace.

UNITED NATIONS,
israel’'s drive to ;Iﬂllc
ll‘l!:l'lll in the occupled territo-

H. trlnu- threat” to

UN Secreta Genﬂll lm-
Bwlrul:# warned Friday.

I in a -pmc[;'i. h;rta;n the
nternational Idlﬂlj"
with the Pabd.lnLn

UN chief said that “the

construction of new settiements
in the West Bank and Gaza
poses a serious threat Lo the
continuation of the peace pro-
Cess.”

He called on both lsrael and

the Palestinians to abide
ments reached. and lor
em to make “tangible
I':n ogress” towards a compre-
sive. just and lasting set-
tlement in line with UN resolu-
tions.

Pointing to the results of the
peace process so far, notably the
establishment of an elected
Palestinian administration in
Gaza and parts of the West
Bank. Boutros-Ghali said it is
now of the utmost importance
not to dissipate those achieve-
ments. "

Boutros-Ghali's speech came

as the UN General Assembly
was due to its annual d:-
bate on Palestinian issues later
in the day. The debate annually
produces a series of reselutions
critical of lsrael

On Wednesday, 126 states in
the UN commitiee res sible
for transmitting the draft reso-
lutions o the volted Lo
endorse a text ¢ an end
to the expansion of Israeli set-
tlements,

Israell Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahus com
menis Lthis week in [avour of the
continued expansion has trg
gered mounting criticisam

On Friday, ptian presi-

ml lll'::.m Mubarak urlm;;l
w Iw

of settlements In
lht trruﬂhd Arab territories is
that suc
peace process and are against
all eflorts in that direction,” ac-
cording to the official newspa
per Al-Ahram.

Reuter adds: Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat, in a
message to a UN body. accused
the Israeli government on
Friday ol “intransigence, pro-
crastination and circumven-
tion.”

activities hinder the .

He called on the interna-
tional community to induce
Israel to comply with agree.
menis already signed. The ob-
Ll_-tt was to enable the
alestinian people to exercise
their right of self determina-
tion to 'establish an inde-

pendent stale with its capital at
Jerusalem "

Aralat's 1 was read by
the Palestine Liberation
Organisation’'s UUN observer,
Nasser al Kidwa. al a meeting of
the UN commitiee on the in-
allenable rights of the
Palestinian people to mark the
international Day of Solidarity
with the Palestinian people,

The day Is observed annu
ally on November 29, corre
sponding to the date in 1947
when the UN General Assembly
vole Lo partition Palestine into
Arab and Jewish states, which
Arab countries rejected at the
time.

Also Laking part in the meet-
ing were Secretary General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, the
presidents of the General
Assembly and the Security
Council and representatives of
other bodies and UN delega-
Lions.

Britain renews offer to help

- e

COLOMBO. Nov 30: Britain
has once again offered to hel
end Sri Lanka's bitter Tami
separatist war and has ex-
pressed concern over human
rights abuses here. the British
High Commission (embassy)
said Friday. re s AFP.

The British minister re-
sponsible for relations with Sni
Lanka. Liam Fox told Britain's
Parliament on Wednesday that
the government was willing to
mediate in talks if both the
Colombo government and the
Tamil Tiger rebels asked for
such a move. it said.

The British High Commis-
sioner here in a statement said
that Fox reiterated Britain's
"offer to play a facilitating role

in talks between the govern-
ment and the Liberation ers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) if
sides request it.”
The remark came as the
gkr supremo Velupillai Prab-
aran announced that they
conditional talks
e government of
Chandrika Ku-

WETe rejec
offered by t
President
marat .

"While issuing statements
that she is prepared for talks
with the L through third
party mediation. she also laid
down ridiculous conditions
that we should surrender arms
before talks.

"No liberation movement
with self-respect could accept
such humiliating conditions.”

end LTTE conflict

Prabhakaran said in his ad-
dress to mark the end ol cere-
monies to commemorate thou-
sands of LTTE cadres killed in
action.

Prabhakaran. who is Sri
Lanka's most wanted man. said
he was not opposed to negotia-
tions but did not expect success.

"History has not recorded
any liberation struggle that has
won without fighting. without
bloodshed. without death and
destruction. without sacrifices.”

“Therefore let us struggle. Let
us struggle with unfailing de-
termination until we drive the
occupation army from our soil.
until we iiE'h]t"-"t‘ the liberation
ol our nation " he said.

Off the

Sunnis demand

dismissal of
Sindh minister

KARACHI. Nov 30: Three ve-
hicles were torched in stray in-
cidents here today as Muslim
fundamentalists protested
against a member of the Ah-
madi sect being made a provin-
cial minister in Pakistan. wit-
nesses said reports AFP

The city largely ignored a
strike call the Sunni Tehrik.
an organisation of radical
Sumnmi ims. but minor in-
cidents of violence among

parts.

The Tehrik (movement) is
demanding dismissal of Kan-
war Idrees from a ministerial
post in the southern province of
Sindh because he belongs to the
minority Ahmadi sect.

Ahmadis in Pakistan lost

t heir status as Muslims
when rliament in 1974
declared them a non-Muslim

sect for not su to the
Muslim belief that Hazrat Mo-
hammed (SM) was the last

i e}
al other reli s bod-

ies have also staged
lions in the city

Record

Clinton family featured
in the greetings card

CLEVELAND' For the third year artist Thomas Mc t
has designed President and Mrs Clinton's official Christmas

card. featurt
Cireen Room

McKnight. known for his

signed the Clintons 1994 holid
and the 1995 card showing the

I;I:xm featuring the

the Clinton cat. socks. resting on a chair in the
the White House reports AP

un. whimsical de-
ﬂumn

| have to say there s not too much you can do differently.”
McKnight said. referring to similarities in style to past years.

Sending greeting cards is a common

practice around

Christmas time in the United States
The 300 000 presidential greeting cards are being

by the Cleveland-based American Greetings Corp

which

announced Htmhtu selection as designer Friday The

Democratic Nat
for the cards

Neither the president,

Committee is paying an undisclosed price
nor First Lady Hillary Rodham

Clinton. nor their daughter Chelsea, are dcpk'm:! in the card.
The [amily cat, socks. |s shown resting on a chair. and in a
flourish of artistic lcense, the artist's dog, shadow — not a
White House resident — is shown among the presents under the

Christmas lree

'‘Baywatch' stars for saving
of real-life ocean

LOS ANGELES: A couple of "Ba
turnied up on the sand to support t

atch” beach adventurers
saving of a real-life ocean,

reporis AP
"The cast of "Baywatch" is very in tune with coastal
reservation.” Traci Bingham said Wednesday at Will Rogers

Late Beach, where the show is often filmed.
‘While it may look great on camera, sometimes the water is

really filthy "

Actor Ted Danson’s environmental
Campaign, recruited Bingham and fellow "Baywatch”

Jeremy Jackson to help
Proceeds for the
preservation efforts.

up. American Oceans
player

promote new designer license plates.
plate sales will be used to underwrite coastal

Fergie to host

Iraqis hold a portrait of President Saddam Hussain in Baghdad Thursday celebrating the
acceptance of the of UN conditions for the implementation of the humanitarian arrange-

ment, the oil-for-food deal, which was reached on Monday.

— AFP/UNB photo

space agency NASA is working

her own show

NEW YORK: America's crowded field of daytime talk show
hosts may face some al competition, reports AP.

The former Sarah Ferguson is fielding offers to be host of
her own show, said her spokesman, Howard Rubenstein. The
Duchess of York is also considering other opportunities in
television and as a corporate spukcnwuman he said.

"She's had offers of all kinds.” Rubenstein said Wednesday,
adding that her show could begin in 1997,

Fergie, 37, who was divorced from Prince Andrew in May,
toured the country this month to promote her aut aphy.
Her appearance with the popular nightime host David Let-
terman. among other s.ledtoa of offers.

What would make Fergie a a good talk show host? "She has a
terrific sense of humour.” Rubenstein said. "She's quick. Her
spontaneity is amazing ... She's demonstrated she's a very real

n.’

Holy water can harm
rather than heal

LONDON, : Holy Water can harm rather than heal, a British
study has found, reports AP.

And at least two hospitals now sterilise the water — taken
from Catholic religious shrines abroad and carried carefully
home in small bottles — before letting relatives give it to pa-
tients in the hope it will speed r ]

Fmbl::m is how people use it.” said Linda Parsons. the
nurse of charge of infectious control at Wiston Hospital in
northwest England.

“They apply it to eyes, they anocint wounds. some drink it.
and all those sort of things provide a serious risk to the pa-
tient." she told the AP.

Wiston., near Liverpool which has a large Catholic
B're.s ulation. and another north England hospital, the Royal

ton, issued guidelines about Holy Water to staff at the begin-
ning of the year.

NASA planning manned
mission to Mars

LONDON, Nov 30: The US primitive life had been found in
a meteorite from Mars.

n plans to send astronauts to
Mars within eight years of get-
ting the political go-ahead for a
manned mission, the head of
the team was gquoted as saying
on Sriday, reports Reuter.

Elric McHenry toid the
British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) the agency
assigned a secret team of three
scientists to the project alter
announcing earlier this year
there was evidence, traces of

Pressure mounting on Africans to submit new candidates for UN secy gen

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 30:
The United States on Friday
ruled out any compromise ex-
tending the tenure nl' UN chief
Boutros Boutros-Ghali as
sure mounted on African -
ers to submit new candidates or
risk having the post to a
non-African, reports AP.

The Security Council met
late Friday behind closed doors
to disculu the election of a new
secretary-general but no vote
was taken. The council would
like to forward a name to the
185-General Assembly by
Decemnber 17.

Council President Nugroho
Wisnumurti of Indonesia said
‘he asked the Organisation of
African Unity to tell the coun-
cil when it to finish its

f ultations on alternative

dates for the top UN post.
During thamuncﬂm
diplomats said US Am

Madeleine Albrigh ulliled
Africans to ltnp dilly-dally

!ng"n:diubmltmclnd:ldl
to break the i caused
'when the United tes cast the

lone veto of the 74-year-old

Egyptian incumbent.

"The United E‘tltﬂ
has been very

ﬂﬁ‘;“““"“ Ao aid

that we m:ed a new secretary-
eneral and it s our position
nt No COMPTrunus. wimula is

;ﬂ: United States has ac-

cused Boutros-Ghali of not pur-
nulﬁ reform aggressively

Some ts a to
be holdin out humlt
President Clinton can be con-
vinced to extend.
Boutros-Ghali's term for a

limited period, such as one to

three years, to avoid a leader-
ship crisis in the financially
troubled world organisation.

But Albright said the
Clinton Administration
mtar.l ac in UN leader-

"for the United States to
ful r support the United
Nations and get a United
Nations that is ready for the
21st century.”

African diplomats said the
council should not bend to the
will of a single member —
meaning the United States.
Diplomats spea on condi-
tion of anonymity bed the
closed-door session as
"Occasionally” tense.

After the United States ve-

toed the lan Incumbent
for a mnmﬁm November 19,

council members -&reed to give
African countries time to sub-
mit new candidates from their
continent.

African leaders endorsed
Boutros-Ghali at their summit
last July in Yaounde,
Cameroon. African ambas-
sadors say they must stick by
Boutros-Ghali until their gov-

ernments tell them to do oth-
erwise.
Botswanas ambassador,
m-ﬂ. J. la, said it
time to consult 53 African
presidents and reach a consen-

SuUs on a new candidate.

"All we can tell you is we
have been saying since the 19th
of November that we are all en-
gaged in electing a secretary-
general," Legwalla said. "The
most d s thing you can
do is elect a secretary-general of
the United Nations in a hurry."

But other council members
are frustrated. Wisnumurti met
Friday night with Cameroon 's
acting ambassador, Jean-

about
Wisnumurti
"Pressure for
to candidates
. @gons is there, | can feel it.”

Assembly
Ismail said last week

council

weeks to find a candidate ac-
ceptable to such varied member

France.

March Mpay, and told the him
the me s wanted to know
when the chairman of the

OAlU, Cameroon President Paul
Biya, expected to finish his ¢on-
sultations.

"l am very much concerned
the slow space.”
told reporters.
the door

other re-

To prod the council, General
President Razali

lans to adjourn the body
~cember 17 for the Christmas

and New Years holidays.

That effectively gives the
little more than two

vernments as the United
ates, Russia, China Innd

that he °

Legawaila asked "why
should Africa be asked to make
up its mind on such-and-such a
date or else? We are ready to
live up to our responsibilities.”

Wisnumurti said some
undisclosed governments had
told him they would like to see

the Jdoor opened to candidates
from other regions if the
Africans cannot on a re-
placeiment for Boutros-Ghali.

Buit China is expected to veto
any candidate who is -
to the Africans. from
China and the United States,
three other permanent council
members — Britain, France.

Many UN diplomats

that French-speaking an
L countries are until next
week's summit of and

ﬁmh-spukll‘_w lead-
ers in Burkina .

Team leader McHenry told
the BBC's newsnight pro-
gramme: "Our goal is to do
enough technol work that
when we are asked to initiate a
human programme we could
have humans on the surface of
Mars within eight years or

The BBC said in a news re-
lease that the team was based at
the Johnson Space Centre in

Houston, Texas.

Officially. it said, NASA,
claimed that manned flights
were not on the agenda WAS
relying on robots to find out
more about the earth’'s closest
neighbour in the Solar system.

But NASA astronaut and
moonshot veteran John Young
told the prngrlmme 'Humln

it's n&ut o

imt th-t we started
looking around for better ways

and maki the S8 wWe
need to ﬂ%g-ﬂ mr SVS-
tem with "

*That's our next gnll
because we want to really. hul

because we have to.”

NASA is due to launch is
pathfinder mluh:-n on Monday.

which is m:é
le- rever I;Mrﬂ to
Iifl!

A tary mission
to pult a global sateilite
in orbit round planet

blasted off earlier this month



