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NEWS BRIEFS

AL grand rally

today
By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will address a grand
rally of the Awami League al

2 today at the Manik Mia
A::lue on the occasion of the

silver jubilee of the indepen
dence and the National Victory

Day. says a party press release.
BNP to observe Fall
of Autocracy Day

BNFP will observe the Fall ol
Autocracy on December 6 in a
manner (o take a fresh

vow to the hard-earned
democracy al any cosl. As part
of the central programme, the
City BNP will hold a public
wtlné in front of the Jatiya
Press Club at 3 pm the same

day. reports UNB.
RMCH interne docs
call off strike

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Nov 30: The in-
ternee doctors council of the Ra-
shahi Medical Hospital
RMCH) has cal off the
strike. The internee dectors
went on strike on November 12
after thewr clash with employ
ees of the hospital

Jubo League
leader expelled

SIRAJGANJ Nov 30 Jubo
League presadent of the town
urut, uddin. has been ex:

lled from the party reportedly
or assaulting newly-elected

district Awam ue Presi-
dent Mustafa Ka . The deci-
sion was taken at a ! of

the district Awami League held
at the residence of local AL MP
Abdul Latif Mirza on Friday
night Belaluddin was a candi-
date for the post of the district
Awami League President. re

poris UUNB.

300 shops, houses
gutted in Rangamati

RANGAMATI. Nov 30: At
least 300 shops and houses were
g.:ttﬂ:l today in a fire at Reserve

azar of the town, police said.

The fire broke out at 4:20
and lasted three hours till it
was br t under control by
local fire with the help
of fire fighters from Kaptai re-

NB,
‘It Islsmie
Grand Rally

The two-day International
Islamic Grand to-
day at Noakhali district High
Sc ground. Various [slamuic
thinkers from home and
= mﬂcglﬂu’ o -
na ence.
by Ulama Movement m
desh (UMB). reports UNB.
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Hasina, Basu hold 90-minute meeting

Fruitful talks on water

sharing, other issues

' reached but it has to be sorted

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Chief Minister of
the Indian state of West
yesterday held 'very positive
and fru discussions on wa-
ter-sharing and various other
bilateral issues.

The two leaders assisted
ministers and officials of their
respective sides, had talks for
nearly 90-minutes, They met
exclusively for nearly an hour
without any aides. Later. they
were by to the
Prime Minister Dr Mo n
Khan Al and the Chief
Secretary of West Bengal A K
Majumdar.

talks were held at the

Prime Minister's office and be-
gan after 11 am.

from the discus-

sions Sheikh Hasina. flanked

By Staff Correspondent

newsmen that they had "very
positive and meaningful dis-
cussions.”

She added "We held positive
and fruitful discussions. Talks
would continue.”

The Prime Minister said "We
hope to resolve all issues with
our bours. And we hope to
solve those through discus-
sions.”

Basu said "We are
ful about the solution of t
Ganges issue” and *l am
the Chief Minister of West Ben-

. The talks would continue in

ew Delhi. Everything would be
settled there.”

Asked when is she goin
Delhi . Sheikh Hasina sai
has not yet been decided.”

Responding to a question if
she would make any important
announcement of water is-

to
"It

.....

T

......

zecretariat othce veasterday

The Asian Development
Bank asked for “satisfactory
and vigorous efforts” to improve
financial erformance of
Ba flway to get ADB
loan for railtrack over the Ja
muna Multipurpose Bridge
reports UNB

In a recent letter to the gov
ernment, ADB's Infrastructure.
Engineering and Financial Sec
tors Department (West) Direc

Sonargaon Hotel
management
agreement
renewed

Pan Pacific Hotels and
Resorts have been awarded the
management contract for the

ﬁ.wm)memrnlmrd Sonargaon
otel for another [ive-year

term. reports UNDB

Civil Aviation and Tourism
Secretary and Chairman ol Lhe
owning company Holels
International Limited (HIL) M
lsmail Hossain and Pan Pacific
Hotels and Resorts President
Ichige Umehara signed the
coniract yesterday

The new coniract for the
fourth five-year term will re-
main in foree until the end of

Ser Page 12Cal 7

West Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti Basu called ot Prime Minister Sheikh

sue at tomorrow's public rally
in the city, the Prime Minister
%ued in the negative and said.
e rally is in connection with
the Silver Jubilee celebrations
of the Independence.
Sources in the Prime Minis-
ter's office and the Foreign Min-
were tight-li about the
outcome of the ssions. A
senior official involved in the
tiations said there were
indications from both
sides that the issue would be
amicably resolved. The matter
seemed to be addressed with

MG( priority leaders of
the countries, he added.

the talks, Hasina was
assisted Fore Minister
Abdus Samad . Minister of
'State for F Affairs Abul
Hasan Cho ury, Principal

Sce Page 12 Col 8
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i ADB links improveme
performance to JMB railtrack loan

tor, John Tavlor. has said im-
mediale actions from the au-
thorities are need to get the loan
for the important project

ADB, one of the major multi-
lateral donors to Bangladesh.
has promised a loan of 90 mil
lion US dollars for the Jamuna
Bridge Railway Link project in
] 9"

In the letter to Finance Min
ister SAMS Kibria on Novem
ber 21. the ADB said improve
ment ol financial performance
of Bangladesh Rallway dependa
on a series ol necessary actions
to achieve a working ratio ol
e than one

These actions include fur
ther operational Improve
ments. strengthening ol mar
keting lunction, tarifl restrue
turing and stafl and assetl re
tionalisation of the siale
owned Bangladesh Rallway

The staff retionalisation
Ei:i'lr ramme for Bangladesh
lallway would be critical in
sustaining ratlway s [inancial
performance in the context of
JMB Raillway Link project. the
letter pointed oult

in an earlier Alde Memoire
o the government. the Bank
has indicated that the loan
woiild be made under a "reflorm-
investment” linkage concept
whereby up-front compliance
with critical policy condition-
alittes will be required at vari-

. the targel

ous stages of the project s pro-

cessing.
The ultimate ive of the
conditions is that Bangladesh
Railway should become an au
tonomous. tumgrriallv-g;-
ented enterprise a to comnpete
with other modes of transport
The ADB refterated its
commitment to the project. but
said it will be required that all

See Page 12 Col 3

Two stabbed
in city
By DMC Correspondent

Two persons, Including a
school boy, were stabbed i sep

arate b is in the city yes
terday

Atu 16, son of Osman Ghand
of Shantinagar, was stabbed

allegedly by some ol his class
mates when he was returning
home (rom the school In Sid
heswari at about 2Zpm. He was
admitied o the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH). hos
pital sources said.

A student of class ten of Sid-
heswan High School . Was
allacked reportedly following
his refusal to show answer
scripts Lo some of his class
mates during examination.

In another incident,

See Page 12 Col 8
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Short-term accord
possible, says
Jyoti Basu

By Staff Correspondent

Chief Minister of the Indian -

state of West Jyoti Basu
said yesterday that a short-
term solution to the G wa-
ter sharing problem could be

out by the governments .of

Bm]#deah and India. :
e matter of long-term

solution will come next. | came
here to help you in resolving
your problem. But you have to
sort it out with the Indian :
ernment in Delhi.” Jyoti Basu
said. He said that he did not
have any authority to sign any
agreement as he was not in the
central government of India.

He was speaking at a recep-
tion accorded to him and the
two other West Bengal minis-
ters accompanying him
Buddha Deb Bhattacharya and
Asim Dasgupta — by the
Workers Party of Bangladesh at
the Shilp a Academy. Jyoti
Basu also spoke about his talks
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina earlier in the day.

He said. “"Your Prime
Minister expressed her strong

“See Page 12 Col 4

Khaleda undergoes.
operation today

By Staff Correspondent
BNP C and Leader
of the ition in Parliament
Zia is due to un-

a surgical operation in
her at the King Faisal Hospi-
tal of Saudi Arabia this morn-
:E. according to a party press

Zia has been suffer-
tn;mfmm arthritis for a long
time

'I'ilc former Prime Minister
hau-:uﬁt:hn from the coun-
trymen for successful operation

“The Bangladesh Rationalist

Party (BNP) will hold a milad’

mahfil at its central offiee in

the city at 11 pm today to pray
for successful operation.

Procurement of
rice, paddy
begins today

The government has fixed
to procure 1 50 lakh
e and equal

e

éar-
foodgrains stable
and ensure f[air to the
growers. an official handout
nah‘f:_gv!crdly reports BSS.
¢ procurcment price of
each quintal of rice is Taka
1050 and that of Tk 670.
The procurement drive will
begin today and will continue
till January 31. 1997
A farmer will be able to sell
minimum of 70 kg and a max-
imum of one ton paddy at the
procurement centre.

As per the regional break-up
one lakh ton of paddy and equal
quantity of rice will be procured

rom the Rajshahi division

See Page 12 Col 2
Teenage boy

murdered in city

By DMC Correspondent

A leer boy was stabbed to
death allegedly by some of his
Irtends al South Pirerbagh in
the city yesterday

Sabuj, 15 son of one Bazlu
Miah sustained [atal injuries
in his left chest when a group of
about five young men ulabged
him atl around 430 pm. He was

Iimmediatel taken to the
Dhaka edical College
Hospital (DMCH) where doctors

declared him dead. hospital
sources sad

A student of class seven in a
technical school In Mirpur,
Sabuf was aoed by the garig
in front ol a rickshaw garage
when he was passing the area.
All of a sudden. they stabbed

See Page 12 Col 7
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By Staff Correspondent

Former foreign minister
Abu Saleh Muhammad Mos-
tafizur Rahman breathed his
last at the Combined Military
Hospital in the city last night
after a protracted battle against
cancer, He was 64

The end came at 10:05 pm.
He was in coma since the early
hours of yesterday. His wife Su-
fia Rahman and only son
Reazur Rahman Chanchal,
close relatives. friends and
well-wishers were at his bed
side.

Chiel of Army Stall Lt. Gen
Mahbubur Rahman, who went
to have a last glimpse of the
former army officer. was also
present when he :

Mostafizur Rahman. who
relired from the Army as a Lt.
Colonel in 1973. had been for-
eign minister since March 19,
1991 till March 30, 1996.

Earlier. he was home minis-

ter in Ziaur Rahman's govern-
ment and commerce minister
in Sattar's governiment.

He was a member of the BNP
standing committee. He had

lulntd the party when it was
in 1978.
The former minister was

admitted to the CMH on
November 22 when his lung
cancer to go out of con-
trol. It was detected in October
last when he was visiting
Ja . He underwent a surgery
in . York. ol T
amily sources only
daughter, Faraha Deeba, who

lives with her husband in
United States. is ted to ar-
rive in the city today. Till then

the body will be kept in the
CMH.
He would be buried at Banani

Eﬂi !: hcl-llil:i. at tH;:& aitul
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benefits withdrawn

Education Minister AHSK
Sadek said in Dhaka terday
the government has ided to
withdraw its order curtailing
financial grants to the teachers
of non-government schools and
colleges because of bad results
of their students in examina-
tions. reports BSS.

The postponement decision
was taken at a three-hour long
mr:tlgtg with the representa-
tives of the teachers’ organisa-
tions at the conference room of
the Ministry of Education on
the basis ol the assurances
the teachers thntdtcl;c)* woul
hel re a guideline in im-
pruEdlE;Eﬁ?r standard of educa-
tion and checking deterioration
of annual results. the education
minister told a press briefing.

Defending the government
decision for curtaili finan-
cial granis to the teachers the
Education Minister said that
the objective behind such deci-
sion was not unreasonable,

The teachers also admitted
the necessity of some measures
in order to maintain the stan-
dard of education and a mini-
mum percentage ol successful
student. Sadek said and pointed
out that the teachers, however,
objected to the process of the

tive measures.

Replying to a question
whether such decision taken by
the Ministry of Education put
the democratically elected gov-
ernment in embarrassment. the
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a brickfield at Kanchpur near the city.
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Brickfields around the city,
which operate during the dry
season, indiscriminately use
worn out tyres as fuel ca
serious environmential haz-
ards, an on-the-spot visit re-

veals.
of the brickfields

Most
which remained inoperative
dur rainy son due to
their in ar-
eas, have now lit up their fur-
naces with the onset of the dry
season. There are about two
hundred brickfields around the
mmnal: at the Department
of Environment (DOE) said that
several t of toxic gases were
betng released in the air due o
burning of tyres. "Whenever
tyres are burnt. toxic gases such
as carbon monoxide. carbon
dioxide . dioxine and oxides of
nitrogen are emitied in the air
along with carbom soot and
other particies.” said
an . environmentalist in the
DOE. “This utes the air and

DOE officials said they can
not do anything other than is-
suing a letter to the ters.
"The Environment nserva-

By Morshed Ali Khan

tion Act 1995 tells us br

about the offences but it does
not have the Environment
Qu:ll’?r Standard.” an official
said. To prosecute someone the
DOE have to evi-

“dence in the court technically

s ng how violation has
been ., he added.

The Director General of the
DOE, when contacted said that
the draft of the Environment

HBFC needs
réstructuring,
says Kibria

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria yesterday said the scope
of chent service of Bangladesh
House Bullding Finance

C::?mrnuun must be widened
and its skill enhanced by rmr
m up corruption, reporis

“There has been adverse im-
pression in public mind about
the corporation's service ' said
the minister underlini the
need for restructuring the
with a view to making its poli-

See Page 12 Col 6

Quality Standard has prepared
in 1991 "We will soon send it Lo
the ministry with a recommen-
dation o include it to the Act.’
he said

It is learnt that the DOE has
not yet been abile to prosecute
an in the country for pol-
luting the air or environment
A ban on use of wood as fuel is
now in force in the country but
it is used indiscriminat in
brickfields. Only a handful of
brickfields use natural gas as
fuel according to sources in the
DOE

"It was never lhnﬁugt that
this h lutﬂ would
be u in ﬁ: s. This
comes 1o us as a surprise,” said
the DOE Director General

During a visit to Basila un-
der Mohammadpur thana this
correspondent saw piles of
worn out tyres hql:'iur sale. ‘We
sell the to
for Tk a
big demand
season.” sald the seller adding
that he Is in

Burmng of tyres in brickfields:
DOE unable to stop pollution

Education Minister said if we
are to consider political inter-
est in steps and actions, it
would be difficult to take any
positive action for the interest
of the and the nation.

He said that last year the

rmances of the students
were better but this year. it had
deteriorated to a very low level
causing Eﬂl‘lt;:l‘l‘ll a}r:'u: ttl::E
people particularily t
guardians. If we fail to take any
.3 to check such deterioration
today, the lem will be ag
gravated in future, he a :

The Education Minister said
apart from the performances of
the teachers, principal. manag-
ing committee of the educa-
tional institutions and effi-
ciency on the part of the admin-
istration were the other reasons
for unsatisfactory results of the
students in the SSC and HSC
examinations.

N aade: hid that e B
icy. sa a e gov-
egimmt would soon constitute
a committee comprising mem-
bers from quarters concerned of

See Page 12 Col 1
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Deep depression over wesi
central Bay and adjoining east
central Bay moved slightl
eastwards and was centred at g
pm last night about 800 kms
southwest of Chittagang port
and 730 km south-southwest of
Khulna town, reports BSS.

It is likely to intensify into a
¢yclonic storm and move in a
north-northeasterly direction, :

according to a special weather
bulletin.
Maritime ports of

Chittagong. Cox's Bazar and
Mongla have been advised to
lower distant warning signal
number two but instead hoist

local caution signal number
ary sig

Maximum sustained wind
within 48 kms of the depression
Bﬂﬂﬂ‘ltrt mt; :lhm.lt E‘D;KPH ?151 to

n ualls. Sea
will remain st qu

All [lishing boats and

over north Bay have
been advised to remain close to
the coast so as to take shelter at
short notice.

Reuter from Hyderabad re-

See Page 12 Col 8

TNO, five others
abducted by
Shantibahini

remain untraced

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 30: The
fate of the Thana Nirbahi
Officer of Thanchi Thana under
Banderban hill district and five
others, who were abducted by
Shantibahinimen on Friday, is
:iﬂ unknown, official sources

Security forces began a man
hunt and raided several places
to rescue the victims today.
Officials said the search opera-
tion into the nearby jungle-
packed areas was on.

Shantibahinimen abducted
10 passengers of a country boat

[rom Shanghu river when it
was going to Thanchi from
Ruma under Banderban hill
district on Friday afternoon.
Six of the pa , including
TNO of Thanichi thana
Azimuddin Ahmed Chowdhury
and thana health inspector

See Page 12 (ol 3

ision to cut teachers ' | J7amuna-Mobil ji

venture to set up
Tk 120 cr LPG
plant in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Nov 30: A Tk
120 crore LPG bottling and lu-
bricating oil blending plant
will be set up in the port city
under a joint venture project
between Jamuna Oil Company
Ltd and the US-based Mobil
Asia Pacific Ltd.

The announcement of the
joint venture plant was made at
a simple ceremony o sed at
the project site at Guptakhal
this aftermoon by the chairman
of Mobil Asia Pacific Ltd.
Robert Parker and general
manager ol Jamuna Oil Com-

mﬂl.td, Shall'lebjadn Syed Gias

Robert Parker accom ed
by other officials of Mobil ar-

rived at Chittagong airport on
board of their own corporate jet

plane from Singapore at Noon

lnd:{.
obil Asia Pacific has its
regional office at Singapore.

See Page 12 Col 3

|mmmmmm#|

e it quraa o ;b o= wins
AP MR OfRY ye¥ Brwa, dhaulyy
A FAWrE! IEF TN WAW WEIW TN

-T2 D - o) (f) (Fermias) 5" a7 TIETs
9% TIOW @ T ¥H
‘qg(y)” Fns Trpfee wirw O WE L8’
A1 afegremgds smm Tl wdife @
FA FAVTS Y WiNY 7 RATNY FITIR | TTa,
W Ny SV e Wil WU SMITA
CWTA (N1 WEa wis My IR ), 00,000/

+ffAreng FJTE T4 |

- Pt AfEB M FTETSITE Dada-ob B
quae o e wifs quran W camibae

oSN wwen Jo¥ Brma, dared sRte Wiy

A% TSfETe AN W WHIAIN A IO |
Wil WIS W W AN WYY AoHy wigy

ST NS (TS TN AN RNy s aoRe
So% WA ™ 3 wrareree RuE srgren ¥l |

e —————




