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Researchers find gene
that diminishes anxiety

WASHINGTON. Nov 29: Part
of the difference between a per-
son who worries and frets and
one who approaches life with a
relaxed attitude may be a gene
that controls the effects of a
brain chemical, researchers
say. s AP

A new study that probed the

rsonalities of 505 people

nd that those with one vari-
ation of a gene called 5-HTTP
are more anxious than people
with another form of the gene,
although the difference is very

t.
SllgIZ)I' Dennis Murphy of the Na-
tional Institute of Mental
Health. senior author of a study

to be published Friday in the
j Science. said the re-
search gives strong evidence
that 5- influences how the

brain makes use of serotonin. a
neurotransmitter, or signaling
maolecule, that affects the sense
of well-being.
"Serotonin is thought to
modulate anxiety in humans
and in animals.” Murphy said.
"Many of the drugs. such as
Prozac. that treat anxiety and
depression act primarily on the
serotonin system in the brain.”
Murphy said 5-HTTPF is a so-

called transporter gene because

it determines the rate at which
the serotonin signals are cycled
between neurons.

The cycling rate of serotonin
is reduced in people with a short
form of the gene. As a resuit,
people with a short form of the
gene are more anxious than
pcﬂrlc with the long form, he
said.

But Murphy said the influ-
ence of the gene "is small.”
which means that many other
genes also play a role in mood.

Dr Dean H Hamer. another
NIH gene researcher and a co-
author of the study, said the
gene's effect is only a "tendency”
and not a total determination
of mood or gcrmnality. And the
range ol difference, he said. is
what is seen in ordinary people,

not in those who require
medical care.
"Some people are a little bit

more worried., a little bit more
pessimistic,” he said. "Others
are more optimistic, more re-
laxed and cheerful. Among or-
dinary people., some are high
and some are low in these
traits.”

The 5-HTTP plays a role
in these basic g::t‘ftudcy:. said
Hamer.
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T'wo presidents agreed in principle

NEW DELHI, Nov 29: The
presidents of India and China
said on Thursday that friend-
ship between the world's two
most populous nations, which
fought a brief border war in

1962, could be a key to world
peace, reports Reuter.
India's Shankar Dayal

Zemin were ﬁahng at a state
banquet on the first day of the
Chinese leader's landmark
three-day visit to India.

"“The purpose of my current
visit is to enhance understand-
ing, deepen [riendship. increase
tru:t and promote cooperation,”

J’ in an earlier arrival
:tnu.mmt

Jiang told the banquet he
was convinced that the people
of both countries ']ninin% to-
gether” would be a great lorce
and an important guarantee for

Asian and world peace.

The two countries, home 1o
one-third of humanity, fought a
brief Himalayan border war in
1962 and troops are still de-

Sharma and China's Jiang

Indo-China amity vital
for world peace

ployed along both sides of the
rugged line of control.

nly hours before Jiang
st the first visit by a Chi-
nese president to India, Tibetan
demonstrators demandin
China quit their homelan

nﬂ:ﬂ:d a noisy protest in New
|
More than 600 protesters

burmnt an e of Jiang and the
Chinese flag at a Tibetan
refi camp.

0 keep delicate bilateral re-
lations on track, both India and
China were expected to avoid
dwelling on the contentious is-
sue of Tibet during official talks

tﬂd’?{.

e Dalai Lama, Tibet's ex-
iled spiritual leader based In
India. urged Jiang Lo stop what
he called Chinese re in
Tibet but distanced himself
from the protests.

Jiang, accompanying to New
Delhi by his farr: fnrtl
trade and civil affairs minis-

ters and a 100- atrung business
delegation. will meet Indian

Prime Minister HD Deve
Gowda, Foreign Minister Inder
Kumar Gujral and business
leaders.

. At the banquet, he said: "]
m;]d cnndvinccd that the Chinese
and Indian peoples joining to-
gether will be a {D[urm and
an important guarantee for
I:ream: in Asia and the world at

can say for sure that our
common interests far out
our difference, as neither of us
poses a threat to the other.”
added Jiang, who will travel to
Pakistan on Sunday.

Sharma saild: “The coopera-
tion and friendship of Asia's
two largest nations would be a
powerful and enduring factor in
promoting peace and stability
in our continent and the world.”

He also made an apparent
reference to China's friendship
with Pakistan, India's tradi-
tional rival, saying New Delhi
was concerned actions that
adversely affected regional se-
curity.
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BEIJING., Nov 28: China
would like to conclude a nuclear
non-aggression a nt with
the United States modelled on a
Sino-Russia accord that pre-
cludes either from resorting to
nuclear first strikes, a
ment official said Tl'mrnmt;la;y.r
reports AFP.

Beijing and Moscow agreed
in 1994 to cease tar-
geting each other with nuclear
arms and not to resort to nu-
clear first strikes, said govern-
ment spokesman, Cui Tiankal.

"China would also like to
have an accord with the United
States in which the two coun-
tries would undertake not to re-
sort to a nuclear first strike,”
Cui said at a weekly press con-
ference.

Such’ an accord would play "a
positive role in the stabilit
the two countries and world se-
mr{vy he said.

ashington recently pro-
posed to Beijing an accord in
which the two countries would
cease to target each other with
nuclear arms.

The Daily Star 5

Rao's refusal to resign

NEW DELHI, Nov 29: The re-
fusal of former Indian Prime
Minster PV Narasimha Rao to
resign as head of the Congress
party's Parliamentary Wing has

arked fresh infighting, party
officials said today, reports
AFP.

(‘:.unp,rens spokesman Vithal

Gadgil admitted a growing
num r of the art 's parlia-
ment members fe o should

quit his post aft::r being impli-
ﬁﬂiﬁl in three -::nrruplinn scan-
als

"Yes, that is the general
feeling.” Gadgil told AFP. "The
If Rao does

feeling is gruwinﬁ
not agree to the demand, some
MPs will meet him and let him

know the feelings of party
men.”

On Thursday, the anti-Rao
camp got a boost when party
stron lE{m:an Sharad Pawar joi-
ned t

Pawar, who ran against Rao
for the post of Prime Minster in
1991, had until now not taken
sides in the escalating war be-
tween Rao and Sitaram Kesri.
the new Congress president who
has pledged to cleanup the

party.

a sparks fresh infighting

The times of India newspa-
per said anti-Rao MPs
Congress had stepped up their
drive against the former pre-
mier. who has been bl for
the party's rout in the April-
May general elections.

“There is a general consen-
sus... in the country that Rao
has lost the moral authnrlt to
continue as (the party's parlia-
mentary) leader,” The Times
quoted party MP Ashok Gehlot

as saying.

"It is not our intention to
cause any humiliation to him,
but he should understand the
situation and quit in the inter-
est of the party," he told The
Times.

Rao, 75, made way for Kesri
by giving up the post of
Congress president in Septem-
ber after he was named in the.
scandals.

But he has refused to resign
as the leader of the Congress,
India’'s oldest party, in the
Lower House of Parliament. The
Congress backs the minority
United Front coalition gov-
ernment.

NASA abandons planned

space walk

CAPE CANAVERAL. FLA.
Nov 29: NASA on Thursday

abandoned a planned space
walk from the shuttle Columbia
after a hatch jammed, leaving
the two astronauts stuck inside
the spacecraft's airlock, reports
Reuter.

Astronauts Tammy Jernigan
and Tom Jones were sup
too the hatch leading to the
shuttle's cargo bay at about 9:20
pm EST (0220 GMT) but were
mlahic to fully turn the handle
that unlatches the 40-inch (101
cm) diameter door.

After more than two hours of
with the bu mech-
anism. flight controllers at
mission control in Houston or-
dered the astronauts out of their
suits and cancelled their
mned 6-1/2-hour walk in
“Last t's walk has
been scru ... after repeated
attempts to rotate the hatch
handle,” said mission commen-
tator Rob Navias.
Flight controllers had con-
vened a team of engineers to

sian President
surgery on November 5, might
cem
day. Xinhua re

Mironov to

ght appear in the Kremlin ear

. chief Kremlin Doctor Sergei Mironov said on
s from Moscow

reporters that Yeltsin, who is recovering in the

look into the problem, said
Navias.

The problem cropped up as
the two astronauts, wearing
bulky space suits, floated in the
shuttle's cr airlock.

"We're having a hard time
opening the outer hatch,” said
veteran astronaut Story Mus-
grave, who was to direct the
space walk from inside
Columbia.

“The handle rotates about 30

and then it doesn't seem

to want to move.” J said
as she struggled with the door.
The handle has to move a full

revolution to open the hatch.

Flight controllers at mission
control in Houston huddled
around their desks discussing
the problem and periodically
radioed suggestions to the
shuttle crew.

They recommended the as-
tronauts put more force on the
handle but it still refused to

budge. J had even tried
ﬁ:‘t_ting::tm by putting

feet on the ceiling of the air-
lock. .

Yemmmxmmﬁninmw-mm

eltsin. who underwent a heart by-pass

De-
urs

Barvikha sanatorium outside Moscow. may appear in the Krem

lim after December 5.
“We hope

that after December 15 or 20 Boris Nikolayevich

(Yeltsin) will be able to work in the Kremlin almost in the
rhythm he was used to.” Mironov said.

700 Reindeer starved to death:

Some 700 Reindeer have starved to death in the Chukotsk
Peninsula in the Siberian Arctic and a further 150 000 may per
ish because their pastures are lcebound, [tar-Tass news agency
reported Thursday, AFFP says from Moscow

Half the herd of 300,000 Reindder in the remote autonomous
region of Chukotsk. on the Arctic Ocean in the far northeast ol
H:.lnﬂl are al risk, the agency said

of heroin seized in China:

he southwestern Chinese province of Yunnan have
r:rltkad a major drugs smuggling ring confiscating 79 kilo

ﬁ'llﬂl (174 pounds)
om Betjing

The narcotics were discovered hidden in 14
under the seats of a Santana car the semi-official

Service said

Rebels kill 9 in

Pnn Mor
Two c WETE
dawn Thursday at Sisiapai

heroin, a report said Thursday, AFF says

chk
"hina

)arale

ﬂmnwlle: A
ﬁﬂmrly believed 1o be made up of a government rebels
nine vﬂhﬂu in Papua New Guinea's ofishore 1sland

. newspapers reported Friday AFFP says from

the dead in the attack around

on the northwest coast of the

island province. scene of a long-running secessionist confhict

oo REOR

try joined the Council of Europe

moratoriuum on the enforcement
froon Moscow
mlhcva:ta{‘.mutﬂul

ﬂ:lﬂid‘n: . AFP

lition of the death

. Anatoly Pnistakin,
. said that 53 of those execuied

le executed in Russia: »
have been executed in Russia since the cowr -

a protocol imposing
d-m seniences, an offi-

senmnar on the abo-
chairman of the

were sentenced in 1995 and the other 59 this year

Teacher kills 3 guglls in China: »

tled teacher in

China has been arrested

mruuim-nm“mdcnthnthmm the
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Women cast their ballot in Algiers during a controversial referendum on Thursday. The
proposed changes would ban Islamic parties and boost the powers of head of state Liamine
Zeroual, who won strong backing in a presidential poll last November to head a country
gripped by a bloody fundamentalist insurrection.

— AFP/UNB photo

US troops in KSA must remain
on high alert: Perry

KUWAIT. Nov 29: Intensive

lnt:lcjcnce-galhtring has
terrorist activities and
led to arrests in Saudi Arabia,
where US forces are on high
alert for threats Defence Secre-

tary William Perry said Thurs-

day. s AP.
Perry. spc:kinﬁ with re-
rters en route to Kuwait after

celebrating Thanksgiving with
US troops in Bnam:g said
American and Saudi F'El'lll
have information that “su
ports the view that we should
remain on high alert.”
Nineteen US airmen were
killed June 25 in a truck
bombing at a US housing unit
in Dhahran in eastern Saudi,

and five Americans were slain

in an earlier attack on a mili-
tary gl in Riyvadh in Novem-
ber |

Asked about renewed threats
reported recently. P said
some of them have amounted to
mere harassment. He refused to
offer any details.

“There are cases [ can't dis-
cuss which were based on intel-

Military put on full alert

LUSAKA, Zambia. Nov 29
President Frederick Chiluba
tlissolved his cabinet Thursday
and put the military on full
alert. a day after opposition
groups vowed to stage mass
protests against his reelection.
reports AP, _

Presidential spokesman
Richard Sakala said Chiluba.
top civil servants. and police
and military chiefs will run the
country until a new cabinet is
appointed

He gave no indication when
a new cabinet will be named

“There is no time limit. The
president is overall minister
and the cabinet merely runs af
fairs on his behall " Sakala told
reporters

Chiluba was expé&cted to re:

lain Mmest préevious cabinet
members, including werful
Defense Minster Ben Mwila and

other close political allies.

On Wednesday. an opposi-
tion alliance led by former
President Kenneth Kaunda
vowed to protest Nov. 18 elec-
tions it boycotied and warned
that political tensions could
lead to chaos or even a military
lakeover

The alliance said it did not
recognize last week's presiden:
tial and parliamentary polls
and was planning nonviolent
demonstrations. It appealed to
regional leaders to intervene to

return the nation to “legality
atved 11 democratic process

president dissolves cabinet

Indepenoent election moril-
toring groups declared that the

rl-rﬂhms were not free and fair,
citing flawed registration of

voters. extensive vote buying by
Chiluba's ruling party and un-
fair treatment of the opposition
in the state media.

The monitors also criticized
a controversial constitutional
amendment banning Kaunda
from the race because his
ents were not born in Zambia.

said his disqualification

undermined democratic free-
doms

Chiluba's Movement for
Multipa %[mrary won 131
of the | elected rliamen-
tary seatls in the pn“!nl[

More than 3000 students march through Belgrade on the tenth day of mass anti-govern-
ment demonstrations, on Thursday. The students began protesting early Friday, saying
they were demonstrating “for their future” and acting independently of any political

party.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Accord to airdrop
supplies to

Rwandan, refu,

OTTAWA,, ;. Now an

t was rcﬂ:hed Thurs-

day to launch an international
mission to airdrop supplies to
Rwandan refugees in eastern
Zaire, Canadian Foreign Min-

sler Iﬂl Axworthy said. re-

'Thc international commu-
nity has agreed to set up a
multinational headquarters in
the region and to put in place
the capability to carry out air-
drops of food into eastern
Zaire.” the minister said In a
statement.

He said more than 20 coun-
iries have offered to contribute
to the mission, including Bel-
ﬂum Denmark. France, Japan,

alawi. Senegal. South MPE
and the lJnﬂﬂ‘I States.

Bus mishap in
EANDU llgvg;eTm

m killed and 37 others
Injun.'d when an accident befell

assenger bus Wednesda
m L in west l. the
news agency sald yester-

day. reports Xinhua.
The accident occurred in
Arghakanchi district, about
km west of Kathmandu,

when the iron :ﬁ:lr%glltﬂ of

the bus broke,
police sources as saying.

’Drums of war
beating over ME

CAIRO, Nov 29
fence Minster Mustafa 'I."Im
warned that “the drums of war”
were beating over the Middle
East because of Israel’'s hardline
position in the peace process.
reporis AFP.

“The drums of war are beat-
ing over the region and the Is-
rael mmﬂur
llblt for that,” Gcnﬂll m

M-mm in its early

F vy addition.

Aral Sea disaster takes heavy health toll in Kazakhstan

ness rate has skyrocketed
infants in Kﬁl—(}rﬂa biggut
city in the Aral Sea region. In

water, as did salt blown

the evaporating sea.
H;? irrigation networks di-
s0 much of the Amu

Darya and Syr Darya rivers

snow Desertification has cau-
sed temperatures to soar and

allered plant and animal life

But the greatest are
in the immediate r . which
s home to 1.5 mil {.'rn r.rpit"
or just uvcr o cent
khstan's 1Pe'

Until lht cnrl;f 1980s. most
lamilies man Lo grow their
own fruits and vegetables. but
salinization has ruined the

land.

“Last year we wanted to grow
tomatoes, but they dried out
Now nothing ows.” sald
Shiderbayeva, lives in the
town of

Of necessity. the lar diet
is now beshbermak — a local
meatl dish — and bread. Fruits
and vegetables are available at
bazaars but are too expensive
for the average family

Water must be boiled before
it is drunk. Its salt content has
risen from 10 grams rer Iilt.'r
labout a quart) ln the
40 grams per liter today, ll.id
Kakimbek Salykov, an Aral

Sea expert at Kazakhstan's
Committee on Waler Resources

The shrinkage of the Aral
Sea also killed the region's
most unportant economic ac
Lvity its fishing industry. In
the past. 45 000 metric tons of
fish were processed a year. but
the stocks have been wiped out,
Salykov said.

That along with agriculture
problems. have produced an un-

urﬁ;kmnrm rate of 50 per cent,
and prodd lr to

move out, partler ethnic
Russians, Ferman! and
Ukrainians

Many of those who stay —
pri y Kazaks who feel con-
nected to the land cultivated by
their parents and grand s
— have turned to an breed-
ing.

International organiza-
tions, including the World
Bank. did not become involved
in to save the Aral Sea
until | . at the request of the
five former Soviet republics of
Central Asia: Kazakhstan, Kyr-

gyzstan., Tajikistan.
menistan and Uzbekistan.
Some dirs 40 million was

Turk-

. spent over the past two years

studying the problem. Now, ex-
perts estimate it will cost about
;:_Hru 470 million over the next
ew years to implement
almed at just kerpdngmm‘
lnm ting worse.

re is no serious think-

ing that the Aral Sea will be re-
stored to its old level of 1960,"

sald David Pearce, the World
Bank's representative In Al-
m.A.:'i

d international

ani-
zations say it may take urfo
years before the water level can
actually be stabilized.

That may be too late for the
locals.

"I know many young
who have died,” said Besin

isayeva. who also has two ::MI:
dren being treated at the sana-
torium outside Almaty. "Our

children don‘'t have glnd'pu

enis anymore. | am

ligence information we or the
Saudis had. but that informa-
ton..... in my jud nt averted
what could have n terrorist
action,” l'erry said,

Asked if that included ar-
rests. Perry replied, "Yes.”

“We take all of this seriously
and we remain on a high threat
alert,” Perry said.

There are 25,000 US forces
in the Gulf region with 15,000
afloat. Some 5.000 are based in
Saudi Arabia, most moved from
the Dhahran base to a remole
desert air strip south of Riyadh
after the truck bombing.

Pe noted that US depen-
dents ng in Saudi Arabia
were sent home earlier this year
because of the threat situation.

"l have no basis for backing
off any of those force protection
measures,” he said, noting the
families haven't been allowed
to return.

A senior Defence official
travelling with the secretary
said the Saudi investigation
into the Dhahran bombing "has
not come to any final conclu-

sion. We haven't ruled anyone
in or out.”
Earlier this week, a radical
oup — The Movement for Is-
amic Change — threatened to
attack US forces in Saudi Ara-

bia unless jailed Muslim mili-
tants were .

Saudi opposition groups
have accu the government of

detaining hundreds ol people

for questioning about the truck
bombing. Opposition groups
and Saudi officials have said
about 50 Shi'ite Muslims with
links to Iran are among those
detained. Iran has denied any
involvement.

AFP adds: Saudi and US in-
telligence services have foiled
“what would have been some
sort of a terrorist tentative ac-
tion.” US Defence Secretary
William Ft? said Thursday.

Perry told journalists on the
plane carrying him to Kuwait
that the Saudi authorities had
made several arrests, but he de-
clined to give lurther details for
"security reasons.”

Off the Record

Models for French stylist Loris Azzaro present a v ll‘lEt]F
of sophisticated evening dresses during the presentation
of his collection within the International High Fashion
Week festival in Moscow's Russia Concert Hall on

Thursday.

Queen with lltﬂe voice

LONDON: Britain's Qued:
Elizabeth [l pulled out ol
church reception on Thursd.n
having almost lost her voice In
cause of a cold. Buckinghan
Palace said, reports AFP.

Although the queen was 1«

— AFP/UNB photo

attend a service at Westminst«: |

Abbey she would not attend .
reception at church house al
terwards, the palace said.

"The queen will as
ned to the service at the
but not to the oy

afterwards because she has .

cold and very little voice.” saidl

a palace

"It Is nothing -:rlnul and. at this -.||.|._~1

e ol el oot

ments have been altered or cancelled

The service at Westminster Abbey is in celebravon ol the
Porvoo agreement between the British and Irish Anglican
churches and Nordic and Baltic Lutheran churches.

Sushmita's clarification

MUMBAI Former "Miss Universe’
eaded with the media
were alflecti

tears on Friday as she
into controversies whic
Addressing a press confer-

Mumbai. the beauty sawd
she was mereting reporters to
clarify various controversies
about her personal life which
were al ly misinterpreted

by the
She said the controver sy

broke out aft
taken Mrh:lf;lmml:;

depicting her in a bad
been used withoult her knowl-

ng the media to view her
pufnrmnnrf in the film before

P“'““l J

involved in charities. | -m
controversies like the phot

R . __ R S

ence at a hotel in north west %m

t had |

ment on the basis of aurh p-lmtm Ihr beluty
actress burst into tears and

wmmmmmhm
he said | come from a close knit family and have been

ti shy of

Sushmita Sen broke into
not to diag her
g her lile, re orts I"I"I

e

silently as

g for det nl'

press because
ve ::lu.ul a lot of

lwlmnwrrﬂllnmmmlhe h
helped me in my professional Mfe.” s G



