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Attracting FDI
Korean Prime Minister Lee Sung-soo in a meet-
ing with our visiting state minister for foreign af-
fairs, Abul Hossain Chowdhury, said “There is no

doubt that investors from Republic of Korea will go

to Bangladesh in a bigger way to take advan of
the new investment climate there.” Coming

no less a person than the Prime Minister himself,
it is no doubt a very significant expression on the
investment climate of our country, at a time when
we need such indications of confidence very badly.
It needs to be stressed that immediately following
assumption of power, Sheikh Hasina's government
has launched a vigorous campaign to attract FDI.
The PM herself has led the way by addressing the
potential investors everywhere she has visited,
making it an essential part of her tour, not just an
adjunct to it.

The question that we would like to ask today is
that, are we taking sufficient preparation at home
commensurate with the vigorous call that we are
making internationally? It is not what we say dur-
ing our trips abroad, but more the situation on the
ground which will determine ultimately how much
FDI will come in here. It is our view that our inter-
nal preparation is not measuring up to our claims
abroad. It is true that procedural wrangles are be-
ing simplified and that BOI today is a far more dy-
namic and vigorous organisation than before, yet
the totality of the investment still remains
bogged in a quagmire of permissions and signa-
tures that is a sure turn off for any foreign in-
vestor. Law and order situation, though improved,
is far from sufficient for the challenge. Corruption
is something that the government knows well
about and is at its wit's end as to what to do. The
chaos in our and financial institutions is
also a turn off. The commitment of our bureau-
cracy and the efficiency of our professionals re-
main to be tested.

It is in these circumstances that the government
has launched its vigorous drive to attract FDI. We
feel that a more vigorous and coordinated ap-
proach needs to be taken, and the existing prob-
lems need to be solved very fast if we are really to
live up to the promise we are making. The recent
complaints by the Japanese about how long it
takes for decisions to translate into actions should
serve as a stark reminder as to where reality is
compared to our wishes and claims.

A Bureaucratic Crime

There is a set-up called the Chittagong Develop-
ment Authority. oever lives in Chittagong can-
not but be aware of the existence of this organisa-
tion. Not as familiar is the Chittagong Metropoli-
tan Master Plan, for CMMP has yet to make a start

on its 1000-crore Taka project. CDA has a %
Planning which out. the C

at a cost of some 13-Croreé Taka. The smooth and ef-
ficient ' of the Pl ent is

essential to a successful execution of the CMMP.
All 28 that man the department, including nine
specialists, are not getting salary for the last five
months. This kind of administrative incompe-
tence or failure was not unknown in the past. But

even then this could not happen in key areas of

erforrnance-oriented projects and in broad day-
ight, so to say. With improvement in administra-
tion over the years such news has become a rarity.
Privately run schools and colleges and newspapers
were once the main source of such failures wﬂfr:h
owed mostly to capital crisis. Even these have re-
covered very impressively indeed. There is no
question of the CDA wing's suffering from funds
constraint. This has been an ideal case of bureau-
cratic procrastination.

If the 28 have outlived their use for CDA and
CMMP they should be asked to go with whatever it
needs to say so. If not, they must be paid on the dot.
There cannot be any other position in the matter.
But bureaucracy or the game of file movement
without anyone with a mind touching it, impro-
vises so many imponderable variations in between
the two positions. The question is whether bureau-
cracy is essentially such or there occur at times
and in unpredictable areas strange derelictions. Be
whatever that may, when people suffer, they do not
do so for the good or bad of a system but because of
the good or otherwise of personnel at the relevant
point of the system.

One of bureaucracy's crimes is that it jealously

uards its members from exposure to punishment.
t starts to rot as soon as it turns itself into some
esoteric unanswerable community like the Free
Masons. The files in the present case has report-
edly got stuck in the Finance Ministry. Our very re-
sponsive and no-nonsense Finance Minister will
no doubt untie the knot in a jiffy. But that's not
enough. The persons sitting over the file must be
made to wait five months to get their salary or they
wouldn't learn. Throughout God's creation one
reaps what he sows. Why should the bureaucrats be
an exception?

Thanks to British Airways
It is a small news but reflects a very laudable

Bangladesh, for its ﬂru.g-ammea here. The mo
was raised throu e airline's global 'Sleig
Ride' programmes for the children of the world. It

the sentiment, sensitivity and the management's
determination to follow through on both. For an
airline to take a fund raising initiative as a part of
its regular operation shows a social awareness that
is really praiseworthy. We would like to thank
British Airways for this gesture.

This mixing of business with social responsibil-
ity is something that we most vigorously support.
As the whole world is now going towards market
economy and free enterprise, big corporations and
leading entrepreneurs will have to exhibit similar
stntllénents and awareness for us to build a better
world.

We take this opportunity to draw the attention
ui;:jgt:wtzl? buamcaadyhuum to takttt:l up h?imﬂar

elp our needy, especially the children.
tlsnurﬂcwtﬂatuurcnmmugfcand lead-
ers need to think a lot more about philanthro
thant.bc‘i'havtbncn doing so far. We believe a
can be done only if we

sincerely and cre-
atively about it. Can we start a serious soul search
| on this matter? '

aim. British Airways donated Tk. 1 lakh to Unicef,

is not the money that attracted our attentioan but
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Rice: Susceptibili

!I..l"-mﬁei-:z in the do-
meslic production of

“ .
s ol gl mieni
food security for people. But
to sustain food security. as
some would like to Hﬁt' one
not have Lo self-
sufficient in one's domestic

i

to acquire the needed rice from
the market Neo-classical tone
would, thus. dictate that in a
regime of higher production
costs of rice. a country should
import rice from the internma-
tional market and thus r
its resources from rice to ot
C that are deemed economi-
cally efficient.

ut a 1 on
production vis-a-vis Import
could turm out to be erroneous
and hence counter-productive.

, Supp

If the supply falls shy, price would jump seriously, blowing out poverty alleviation programmes in LDCs.
LDCs thus need to restrct international trade in rice although this might hurt
the high income-food deficit countries.

Su all Asian countries —

s and consumers of 90
per cent of world's rice — take a
vow to stop producing the 'un-

profitable’ rice and release re-
sources Lo more table eco-
nomic activities. decide to

ensure food security through
from the international
market. What would be the
likely uences of such “ef-
ficlency first™ consideration?
There will be some Asian coun-
tries who would be able to pur-
chase rice at the ruling price,
even at a much higher c.
Consumers of Japan and
are already paying many times
more for ly produced
rice consumption than the
ruling international price. But
who will the exportable
us? t would be the im-
of rising food prices on In
ation and other macro-eco-
nomic variables?

If Asian nations decide 1o
embrace economic efficiency as
an ultimate goal and stop pro-
ducing rice. uncertainty ""Eﬁ:“
grip the world market e
world rice market s very thin

only four cent of the rice
produced is being traded This

can be compa with 20 per
cent for wheat and 11 per cent
for coarse grains. V nat-

ural conditions would exacer-
bate the fluctuations further
Here
ant economies of Asia —
hina, India and Indonesia —
on the world rice market should
duly be accounted for Interest-
n&, the size of the total inter-

E

. the influence of

tion in production in Japan
that faced abnormmal weather
says that, a rise in
the price of the commodities
given other things equal.
should promote their . In
the event of a price hike in rice
market, we can also expect sup-
ply to respond. "It is estimated
that there are 20 million

Beneath the Surface

by Abdul Bayes

needed in China and eight per
cent of the combined consump-
tion of Asia and China If these
two countries alone. for some
reasons or the other. decide to
meﬂd;l:ll: é}nll::.-ltnth of their
rice nd through imports,
the additional . 80 gen-
erated, might rock the boat In
the international rice market

Let us recall that October
1993 to April 1994, world prices
of quality rice s just in re-

sponse to a 25 per cent reduc-

hectares of potentially suitable
rice land in river s in
west and southern Africa of
which only 15 per cent are cur-
rently cultivated. In tropical
South America. rice cultivation
could be extended to an addi

tional 20 million ha.” However
the exploitation of these unused
or sub-optimally used land

would require a big rise in rice
prices e exploitation would
also hinge on B ca-

pacity to invest on land recla-

mation and the development of  affluents who are ready to

marketing infrastructure The

unit cost of production and the

marketing margin are
to be already mmwdma

and Latin America, as com-

pared to Asia and gives that the

demand for rice is also

fast. Asia's of ex-
portable surplus from those
counitries mi get a big joit.

In the Asian realm. onl
Myanmar and Cambodia could
generate additional ble
surplus to help their Asian fel-

ly and Security

have the capacity to pay more
for rice if required. A free mar-
ket in rice might appear
iriendly to the affluents hecause
the market then distributes the

scarce in favour of t
the It is the p?;
high price. s poor
the low income countries who

would be the eventual victims of
a crisis in staple food. Any rise

in the international food mar-

ket would s antly con-
tribute to domestic inflation
and put an industrial

wages. t would shake indus-
trial profits and competitive

Available evidences tend to
suggest that rice production
must increase by another 270

iows. But this capacity is subject  million tons over the next three

to massive investment on land
reclamation,
irrigation. technologies for
improvement in rice quality
and development of marketing
infra structure  Thailand's age-
old comparative advan

producing exportable S is
reported to be eroding in the

expansion of

dccadutnmtmid‘uﬁwh‘

demand. If the ,
rice would jump seriously.
out alleviation

programmes in s. LDCs
thus need to restrict interna-

of tional trade in rice

this might hurt the in-
come-food deficit countries.

events of rising farm wages and  Asian countries need to adopt a
opportunity costs of family strategy of mutual collabora-

labour — a that Japan.

Korea. Tatwan faced over the

last three decades. Growing in-
ternal demand in Vietnam
might also eat up its own sur-
plus wery soon

Free trade in rice might not
hurt the richer echelons of the
Asian consumers le.g of Korea,

Taiwan. Japan) because they pily Demand

tion to curb tion

strtnﬁthcn agricultural
search and deve irrigation
and marketing | ture
with a view to meeting the crisis

in the ofﬁng

re-

e
Projections”

ODAY we e in a
complex and
inter-de t world.

Political security and economic
interests ol nation statles
particularly of the big and
powerful ones who are in a
position to project their
strength across their own fron.
vers sometimes perceive them:
selves being affected by disputes
taking place even in distant
lands. y feel obliged to in-
tervene overtly or covertly in
some of these dispute situa-
tions. Because ol various levels
ol dependence ol many states on
powerful ones for military,
diplomatic and economic sup-
port and assistance uutlkfr
powers can and sometimes do
play a role as much in encour-
nglr:.f and prnlnnﬁing even
purely bilateval conllicls as in
their resolution. The UN Secu-
rity Council, and regional or-
ganisations have in many in-
stances also helped contain or
even resolve disputes among
states. The history ol dispute
resolution in Angola, Mozam-
bique and Cambodia. to name
just a few. suggests that it is not
always easy neatly o com-
partmentalise the relative role
of bilateral regional or glebal
approaches to conflict resolu-
tion.

Bilateral Contact and

Means

Bilateral contact and dia-
logue is the most frequently
used and by far the best ap-
proach to contain and settle is-
sues and ems. This is more
?n loda{hTan p:hrhhaps ;:--:r be-
ore as ility of im -
ing lnlutjnm nLh{-rs mpna
ever they may be have been

atly red in recent years.

xperience in all parts of the
Eﬂd has clearly demonstrated
| imposed solutions are both
fragile and costly In case
whether peace is brokered
through third parties or inter-
national or regional or -
tions contending sides a

" decisive role in its follow up

and tation. The un-
folding of the process between
Israel and Palestine taking
place at this moment is an im-
portant case in point.

In order for teral discus-
sion to succeed certain mreq
:III the mtcmﬁl; . J

. con parties must
genuinely seek peace. They
must be convinced that the con-
tinuation of conflict would hurt
their bigger objectives or imter-
ests than acce a mutually
agreed solution. point was
dramatically highlighted in the
cast¢ of the war between Iran
and Iraq. Experience in South
Asii and elsewhere has demon-
straled that sometimes the rul-
ing clite do not favour resolu-
tion of conflicts in order to di-
vert public attention away from
pressing domestic issues. The
change of dictatorial regimes in
Spain and Portugal. one ma
recall, brought about quic
liquidation of the policy of
colonialism by the two coun-
tries during the time.

Recent Developments are

Conducive to Peace

A number of developments
have recently taken place
which support the cause of

eace and coniliet resolution.

e end of the Cold War and the
cessation of ideological con-
frontagion and rivalry between
the (wo super-powers are his-
toric events in this The

deve e is ll;ﬂnlu .:lcéand ten-
sion t 0 r
levels. ithin nm

denincratisation of societies,
rising pressure for trans-
parrncy and accountability in
decision-making and the needs
for socio-economic develop-
merni have intensified demand
for in immediate review of tra-
ditional priorities away from
national uvinism war and
conirontation to the estab-
lishinent of peace and stability.

Role of Regional Co-
operation in the
Promotion of Peace and
Reconciliation: ASEAN
and EC

Meaningful cooperation at
the reﬁoﬂ and sub-regional
levels can understand-

ing and reconciliation amo

- states leading to resolution

‘even - oblems.
Such — mmpr in-

teraction at different Iﬂ;
creales new priorities of peace
among g.-ltlnnl.

RESOLVING CONFLICTS

Role of Bilateral, Sub-regional, Regional
Dialogues and Co-operation

The examples of the European Community, North American Free Trade Arrangement,
ASEAN and the Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation forum demonstrate that
irrespective of the size and relative economic strength of nations, all member-states

stand to Em’n from such arrangements, writes Abul Ahsan

lu their own context the na
tions ol western Europe and
South East Asia have demon-
sitated what regional coopera-
tion can do to help resolve old
and diflicult issues and prob-
lemis The Association ol ith
Eas! Asian Nations (ASEAN)
was set up in 1967 in the back-
ground ol Singapore falling out
of Malaysian Federation. con-
frontation between Indonesia
avl Malavsia and on going ter-
ritorial dispulte I11.-:!1.«.“:-:'-[1
Malaysia and the Philippines
over the control of Sabah. How-
ever. since ASEAN came into
being the member-states began
o interact closely and regulariy
with each other They came Lo
realise better Lthat they share
common interests. views and
perceplions on a number of im-
portant regional and interna-
tional i1ssues including intemal
and external security matters
trade investment etc.. which
could be better addressed
through joint action. Their pri-
ority and preoccupation started
a change. Many differences and
conflicts which hitherto sepa-
rated them started to disappear.
In fact. during about three
decades of its existence the
peace and reconciliation and a
sense ol regional identty that
ASEAN has n able to estab-
lish in the area are considered
to be its best achievement over-
shadowing even its success in
the economic and other fields.

The experience ol the Euro-
pean Community (EC) even
more dramatically highlights
the role of regional cooperation
in conflict resolution. It began
with the joint control and su-
pervision of production of coal
and steel by the two age-old ad-
versary countries. France and
Germany. along with Italy and
the BENELUX through the
mechanism of the European
Steel and Coal Community
(ESCC) established in 1953. The
European Economic Commu-
nity (EEC) was formed in 1958
on the and success of
the ESCC. The Community is
the basic foundation on which
peace friendship and the un-
precedented economic prosper-
ity of the war ravaged Europe
came to be built. The rewarding
experience of shared prosperity
and social stability the absence
of which threatened western
Europe in the aftermath of the
war over-shadowed the past
historic confrontation and an-
imosity. The new United Europe
whose membership including
former socialist countries as-
pire is a testimony to the suc-
cess of the idea of building peace
through cooperation.

It is however true that the
lessons of South East Asia or
Europe cannot be applied uni-

ly. The two isations
and the political and security
context in which were con-
ceived and have their
own liarities. But the con-
tact and dialogue that co-opera-

tion make J}nsslhlr and the
vested interést that successful

co-operaltion creates cannot but
impact positively on the pro-
cess of reconciliation and un-
derstanding among nations
anywhere,

SAARC

The Charter of The South
Asian Association for Regional
tion (SAARC) specifi-

c excludes bilateral and
ntions Il':lhl.:IH from its
agenda. Even the SAARC has
med unique opportunity to
of government, ministers

and senior representatives of
member-states regularly to
meet and exchange views on
subjects of common concern. In
t:enﬁ-t, leaders used the oppor-
tunity bilaterally to discuss
even such sensitive subjects as
!:lhn%r. Einuth Asian ..léuc!:lr
issue, Tamil question water
These discussions in

many cases helped manage and
contain some losive situa-
tions and provided for con-

——

structive follow-up action and
ever) agreements. There are sug
gestions lrom dillerent guar

ters for the creation ol a frame

work lor crisis management
within SAARC but at this point
in time the idea does not seem
to enjoy su t from some
gquarters within the organisa
Lion.

Potential of Sub-regional
Co-operation in South
‘Asia

Because ol certain peculiari-
lies sub-regional co-operation
in south Asia seem Lo hold good
potential for improving rela-
tions and solving some con-
tentions issues among the
neighbouring countries. No
doubt any such co-operation
can be best organised under the
overall framework of SAARC.

From sub-regional point of
view South Asia can be divided
into three distinct areas. The
north-west comprising Pak-
istan and the adjoining areas of
india. the South comprising
concerned Indian states, Sri
Lanka and the Maldives, and
the north-east which includes

Bangladesh. Bhutan. Nepal and

part of India In each of these
sub regions there are common
resources which i varying de-
grees are subjecta ol controversy
and dispute Joinl exploitation
ol some of these resources o the
extent possible and mutually
agreeable can both Increase
benetit to the pfurlt ol all the
countries and al the same Uime
promolte peace and
reconciliation. The problems ol
loods, droughts and environ
mental degradations which
cause so much ol sultering every
year lend themselves Lo sub-
regional approaches better than
individual or bilateral action.
Any mevement in Lhis
dire#tion is bound o positive
on the olLher ongoing accusa-
bons and counter accusations
including those involving al-
leged illegal c¢ross horder
movement ol people support
and lraining to tribal insur-
gents etc.

It may be underlined that
India and Pakistan were able to
conclude the Indus Waiter Treaty
in spite of many outstanding
problems between them which
still defy solution. The benefit
from the treaty can be greatly

enhanced by further provision

for bhullding dams to provide ir
rigation. mitigation of floods
ard power generation The cur-
rent moves by both lndia and
Pakislan to bring natural gas
iroun the Middle East and Cen
Irial Asia can be betler organ-
ised and duplication avelded
Lhrough mutual ee-eperation
Similarly opportunities lor
Lrade, Investmei, tlourism etc.,
are quite substanttal both in
Lhis sub-region as well as in the
southern part of South Asia.

In the North-East which is
both most densely-populated
andl relatively poor. the poten-

tial for mrnﬁne Ines-state
relations 1hr

very obwvious. The Himalayas
aiil the river sysiemn repre-
senled by the Ganges, Brahma-
putra and the Meghna deci-
sively influence the economic.
social and environmental con-
dition of the area. the hydro-
electric . potential existing in
Bhutan. Nepal and India which
is variously estimated between
| 50.000-200.000 MW can met
the growing needs of the area
and reduce its heavy and grow-

ing outside
Through efficient

dependence

M:E and
management and by ]

dams. resegvoirs and other
siructures based on sub-re-
gional co-operation and consul-
lation. it is to address

the mhkmp=“‘lm.
increased and imwmtf[m
ties for irrigation and naviga-
tion and reverse environmental
degradation. A successful
breakthrough in the exploita-
tion of the water resources can
also go a long way in removing
many of the problems currently
impeding socio-economic de.
velopment in the region. Side
Ly side Lhis may pave the way
lor co-operation in the joint de
velopment and use of port facil-
itles, road. rall and water ways
lor the common benefit of all
the people in the area. The sub-
ject has been a matter of inves-
tigation and siudy In recent
years both r 1al and for-
eign scholars o have come
out witlr positive conclusions.

Conclusion
"The examples of the Euro-
pean Community. North Amer-
ican Free Trade Arrangement,
ASEAN and the Asia Pacific
Economic Co-operation forum
demwonstrate that irre ve

ol tne size and relative eceo-
nowmic strength of nations, all

- e ber-stales stand to gain
ollfh joint devel-
UpIMEr of COUNNoD PESOUNDES IS .. .

froum saeh arrdangements. Sotrth

hit! mnmost re s dﬂd

inn ~vveral -flelds can greatly
benectit from the experience of
others.

The writer. former SAARC
Seoretary General. is Vice Pres-
iden of the Independent Lini-
versuy. Banglade

This writeup was presented

at (_ASAC regional workshop
held 1 New Delhi. November
13-14.
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OPINION

The result of higher sec-
ond certificate examina-
tions has recently been pub-
lished and no doubt that it was
discou as well as disap-
pointing. for about two-thirds
students have cut sorry re.
In fact, this ative result is
mainly due to the faults in the
curriculum. It is the failure of
both the curriculum as well as
instructional aspects of the
curriculum. Curriculum mak-
ers should be feeling ashamed
of this unwanted situation. The
students alone should in no way
be blamed.

What will be the fate of this
large number of pupils who

not come out successful?
Most of them will undoubtedly
feel themselves as burdens of
the families and the society. But
if the curricula could have been
psychomotor-oriented, pupils
could provide themselves for
self-employment. In fact a suc-
cessful curriculum will have
both the arrangements for
higher education and self-em-

plurml:nl‘

t should also be remembered
that curriculum does not mean
the textbooks only. It includes
all other facilities like teaching
aids, classrooms, teachers, fur-
niture, playgrounds, host-els,
libraries, laboratories, co-cur-
ricular activities, evaluat-ion
and so on. These are the ways
and means to implement a cur-
riculum. But in most of the
cases instructional aspect of
curriculum is not thought as

or the curricular aspect of tﬁ:r
curriculum. The outcome will be
like this year's HSC results, Our
curriculum makers give impor-
tance to the curricular aspects
much more than the instruc-
tional aspect. Even it is not
taken into consideration the
level for which the curriculum
is being developed.

The present secondary cur-
riculum can be cited as an ex-
ample which is not up to the
level. The curriculum is not as
Fcr age, ability and talents of
he students at the secendary
s . Most of the curricular as-

— the textbooks have been
developed only to lead the

E’cf“' for studies. In

tm.lﬂtnlﬁpermln s of
5 avail suc

. The faks of e oot b

lead a life of frustration.

Thoughts on Curriculum Development

facilities in various institutes

Mufti Md Ibrahim

amount of additional expenses
which a few number of parents
can afford. Many children re-
main 'out’ of special care, show-
ing r results. Very often
pupils practice unfair means in
the examinations. This is noth-
ing but another unwanted of
the improper curriculum. Even
teachers of most of the institu-
tions cannot carry the present
secondary curriculum on sm-
oothly. If teachers cannot take
curriculum with confidence,
how can the pupils go through
it?

Most of the schools do not
have subject-teachers for all the
subjects. Masters degree holders
are seldom found. specially in
the rural areas, where 80
cent schools are situated. In the
rural areas — even in a good
number of urban areas — the
picture is: physics is taught by
the biology teacher. biology is
taught by the chemistry tea-
cher, mathematics is done by
the Bangla teacher and agri-
culture is taught by the drawing
teachers.

The question is: are the
schools ready to cope with the
curriculum of h?hcr physics,
mathematics and so on? It is
the responsibility of the cur-
riculum makers to conduct sit-
uation analysis, that is, to as-
certain a real picture about the
institutions — its physical facil-
ities a with the availability
of teachers before developin
any curriculum. With this st
curriculum makers should plan
on what whom how and who to
teach?

Actually, there are five im-
portant elements to develop a
successful curriculum. These
are: a) aims and objectives, b)
selecting contents, c) selecting
learning experiences, d) inte-
gration ar:é‘?c articulation of con-
tents, arning experiences,
and e) evaluation. A successful

curriculum development is de-
t on the successful de-

penden
t of . Behav-
el dacoras Shoad e was
to frame curriculum. because
these are observable and mea-
surable. To denote behavioural
action verbs like — to
., to narrate, to examine, to
compare, to and so on,
but the verbs like to know, to
understand and so on should be
avoided. In fact educa-
tion, teachers must be-
havioural changes among the

learners. _

All other elements of cur-
riculum develo t should be
conducted on the basis of objec-
tives otherwise, the curriculum
has got no alternative but to
collapse. Therefore, it is very
much important to a‘lﬂ: deep
thought in deciding the objec-
tives. If through evaluation and
objectives are not achieved, it
should be assumed that faults
lies either with contents or with
the objectives. If an objective
for class III is as The
children -of class HI will be able
to prepare oxygen in the labora-
tory. In the true sense, such be-
havioural ch cannot be ex-

ted from the pupils at this
evel of education. ;jo fruitful-
ness of curriculum lies with the
fruitful ‘objectives’.

Primary level of students
cannot be given the curriculum
of secondary level, secondary
level of st ts cannot be of-
fered a curriculum of the higher
second level or degree level
of curriculum. It should be kept
in mind that different levels of
education have been made on
the basis of age, merit and abil-
ity of the learner. No credit goes
to anybody if curriculum of
higher | is imposed upon a
lower level of education. On the
contrary, it creates problems to
the students, parents, teachers
and the society as a whole.

The failure of curriculum
can easily be avoided if the cur-
riculum is treated with the fol-
lowing steps before its imple-
mentation. These are: 1) try-out
of the curriculum, 2) teachers’
training, and 3) ensuring physi-
cal facilities.

Try-out is nothing but a pre-
limin evaluation of the cur-
riculum, which may be done in
a small number of schools rep-
resenting all grades, covering
both urban and rural areas. to
find out not only its effective-
ness, but also its faults, defects,
limitations are measured from
the root levels. With the find-
i the curriculum is changed
::E: modified. and corrections,
additions, omissions are made
to make it acceptable. After
this, teachers are called for
training on the new curriculum.
During the training periods.

additional stions are
found out frm.::!l’g: teachers. It
too helps to make the curricu-
hamn more effective. In the light

of the above two steps. physical

can be chalked out to ensure
their availability.

(let us do it ourselves) in the sci-
ence curriculum of the lower
secondary level was not suc-
cessful, for the curriculum was
not treated with these three el-
ements. So was the case with
the

In the past. Esho Nije Kari

tural education of

merits and non-a

1974. Similar approach has
cent

try-out and no teachers’' train-
ing before the

have been done. after the
implementation of a curricu-
lum teachers' training is
conducted which is not at
logical. Because once a curricu-
lum is implemented it cannot
be withdrawn until new buctt
is allocated in spite of its de-

Secondary curric is not
foundl as per level for another
important reason which is: the
textbooks are written by the
college and university teachers.
School teachers are not
preference. But it should be re-
membered that the school
teachers or teachers of this
level are well-acquainted with
the realities of the level are
working for. It has been ob-
served that in a group of four
teachers as writers, one be-
longs to school, the rest are
from colleges or universities, If
curriculum makers want and
desire to a curriculum
as per level of tion, teach-
ers of that level should be cho-
sen as writers in ter num-
ber. But one college or univer-
sity teacher is to be included in
the textbook ation as a
su :
onclusion may be drawn
with the view to develop a
fruitful but a curriculum as per

level fﬂl']:'.‘l'-dllj' {‘:llgpﬂdm:élll
should s in :
a) Deciding behavioural ob-
jectives; b) mﬁl
and leaming . :
ganisation articulation of

contents and leaming experi-
ences; d) -out of the curricu-

Dhala Teachers Training Col-
ege.

- - .



