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tic yvoung lad who made

R EMEMBER Lhe charisma-
his first celluloid appear-

ance in the film "Keramal theke

keramat™?

Who knew then that this
young enterprising. charming,
resourceful fellow would one
day prove himsell to be the
most up-to-date actor ol our
country. Up-to-date he was in
fashion. demeanour.|Not to for-
get that most ol our cine stars
can't seem to give up the weird
combination ol white shoes
«diving red troupers and shiny
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yellow shirts.| You guys have

probably guessed by now that |
am r te no other than
Salman S — often

br many as the lone star in our
film industry

Our film industry had in the
past been always jeered upon.

Salman Sha

by Towheed Feroze

shi films were consid-
er absolute trash and edu-
cated middie class kept a safe
distance from most cinema
halls. As a mattier of fact Ben-
gali films were then strictly for
the entertainment of the people
he ng to lower strata of so-

ciety. However a few years back
a sudden was notched.
This ch was initiated by
the film "Keyamalt Theke
Keyamat” Million of youn

boys and girls from educat
families thronged the cinema
halls. This film thus started a
new era in Bangladeshi film
arena. This new wave had some
new faces And among them the
most promising was Salman
Shah

In less than 3 years Salman
reached the pinnacle of success.
and success was accompanied
by sky high popularity. This
yopularily was definitely justi
ed. Salman Shah added a new
dimension to our decaying film
world. When our film industry
was on the verge of an earl
demise Salman infused new lile
into it and subsequently con
tributed (o ils rejuvenation
Salman appeared as the mes
siah and salvaged sonic lost
pride ol our celluloid world
Salman was not just a film ac
Lor

He soon grew o be an idol ol
the Bengall teenagers. Through
his films he tried to pass posi-
Live messages L0 OUr yOoung gen-
eration. But how unfortunate
how shocking — that Salman is
no longer here to grace our film
world with his genius. His sud-
den and not to mention un-
timely death has created a void
in the world of entertainment

Just when our film industry
was on its way 1o development
— the death of Salman Shah
came as a nude obstacle. Center:
ing around him our celluloid
world had uemendous ambi-
lion in him the Bengalees
found their own Shahrukh
Khan. Akshay Kumar, Bobby
Deol. In no aspects was he inje-

rior ta His Bollywood counter-

parts.
As a matter of fact he was

quite superior. (This refers to
his acting skills, as some Bol-
lywood stars are when
it comes to acting) We found a
gem in Salman but now we have
lost this gem. and what a way to
lose him. We have lost him in
such a ghastly way What frus-
tration worked behind his
melancholic premise

What drove him to the edge
that he had to chose self immo-
lation., we know that he had to
face a lot of trouble to cope with
the FDC people. No wonder!
How can an educated. emanci-
pated fellow like him tolerate
idiotic . llogical things which
have come to become symbols
of FDC Was it failure to cope
with the lunatics that drove
him to chose such an act? Or
was it his {nnjufal problems?
Was he sullering Irom an incur-
able disease or was he just bored
with life”? The correct answer —
we shall never get as — he has
laken it 1o his grave.

But couldnt he have dis
closed his rrohk-m-? S0 many
millions ol fans would have
given their lives to solve his
problems. Salman — you are so
selfish. You have left us bewil
dered, confused, shattered. Fail
ing to accept his death three
girls commitied sulcide What
an trreparable loss of human
lives.

Salman's death has put our
film-world in disarray. Salman
is Salman. There can be no sub-
stitute That win some smirk,
that elegant posture, that im-
I'xﬂ‘ablf acung — all there are
ost forever. What we have now
are his memones and his films.
It s 1s no longer amongst us. Bur
he will live through his films
They have immortalized
Salman

Butl ume goes on Salman is
no more. but we ¢can only hope
that one day another lad will
come through — guide our line
world in the right direction. But
to all those prosecution actors

"Don’t leave us like the way

Abmptfa;lhc;f a star

Salman did.” Salman has be-

actor what he did Bangladesh

is already short of boys.
Boys like Salman m death
be a deterrent.

In an emotional moment
Salman chose to take his life
but hear his soul crying. From
beyond as if it is sa i For%:
me not cause | shall ys
with you.”
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Best Friend

by Particia Bibby

EN most little girls
were . plaving with dolls.
Vanessa-Mae

Nicholson clasped something
else to her chin and held 1
tight. Day and night, she kept it
tucked close to her chest, sale
and secure in ils very nearness,
reports AP,

And like other girls. she studied
her little token ol security.
knew its every contour and
marveled at its graceful
form.

The thing is. hers wasn't a doll
at all. It was violin. And by
the time Vanessa-Mae was
11. she had parlayed her
musical security blanket
into a career as a profes
sional violinist. passion-
ately burning up its strings
as one of the youngest ever 1o
record concertos by Mozart,
Tchaikovsky and
Beethoven.

Now 18, with the sale of mil-
lions of CDs under her belt,
she's seen the world many
times over thanks to her fid-
dle. Dubbed a "Paganini in
hot pants” and "Mozart in
Doc Martens,” the hall-Thai,
half-Chinese beauty is on a
guest to make violin music
contemporary, even hip.

Sitting in a wood-paneled study
in the Plaza llotel, resplen-
dent in a crushed velvet
Kenzo jacket and a floor-
length purple stretch velvet
Sonia H}rllzif'.l dress, she
would seem an ideal ambas-
sador from the dusty world
of classical music to the vi-
brant realm of pop. She
speaks with a clipped British
accent at a slightly faster
rpm than most; her hands
move animatedly and she's
quick to laugh.

Born in Singapore on the same
day as one of her idols, Pa-
ganini, she moved to London
at age 4. As the only child in
a privileged home — both
Fartnts WEere corporate

awyers — she took up the vi-
olin as little more than a
hobby.

"But my teachers started getting
more excited about my
progress.” Nicholson says.
"And they started telling my
parents, 'She’'s got promise
and potential. Maybe she'd
like to take it more seri-
ously."”

Somehow the instrument had

insinuated itself
Nicholson's psyche.

"I had a real connection with
my violin because. from a
young age. what really drew
me to the violin was the fact
that it was a very compact.
physical instrument.” says
Nicholson. "It was very af-
fectionate to tuck it in under
vour chin. It was like a pel or
a doll at that age.

And when [ got ovlder, | realized
that it could sing like a hu-
man voice — out of all the
other instruments it was the
most similar to the human
voice, And also it could soar
above all instruments,

As enchanted as she became
with her liddle, she also be-
came fiercely dedicated and
disciplined. accepting the
mantle of prolessional re-
sponsibility with a stoicism
far beyond her years.

'l had my fair share of tea par-
ties and school and hanging
out with friends from a
young age,” Nicholson says.
‘1 just maybe said good-bye
to all those things a little
earlier than my friends.”

She also said good-bye o regu-
lar school, opling instead to
get her education from tutors
who would conform their
schedule to Nicholson's
packed itinerary. Last year
she traveled to a staggering
33 countries promoting her
pop album, "The Vielin
Player.” in which she plays
an electric violin to tunes
like "classical Gas"

This year she's hit over 60 cities
in countries around the
world. When she finally took
a break in London, she spent

into

her down time recording yet

another album, a more tra-
ditional effort called "The

Classical Album.,” with
works by Bach, Brahsm and
Beethoven, .

Does she ever crave some good,
adolescent rebellion and
fantasize about doing some-
thing terribly irresponsible,
like chucking everything for
a backpacking trip through
Europe.?

"I was always allowed to do my
own thing." she says. "So |
don't feel this need to rebel.
No pushed me into this.
b'*ll% parents did say to me,
"This is something you have
to treat seriously.. You have
to be a responsible human

being.” That's what I learned

ESIGNERS in New York

have turned out the

sexiest. steamiest. slee-

est. slimmest clothes for men
in decades, reports AP.

At the Seventh on sixth
spring 1997 menswear shows. it
was all beefcake and body beau-
tiful, the body exalted. toned
and terrific. It doesn't matter
whether a guy's basic physique
resembles a burly weightlifter.
sleek surfer or reedlike pearl
diver. the body is bufied into the
best possible condition this
sSeason.

The silhouette is long and
lean, devoid of unnecessary
decoration and gimmicks. dis-
tinctly masculine and macho.

Suits, particularly one — and
two-button versions, are the
standard-bearers of the season.
There are corporate, casual,
even leisure-suit looks that put
new spins on the business of
tailored clothing.

Man's Physique

by Diane Sustendal

Paired with classic shirts
and ties at Ralph Lauren and
Hugo Boss. or teamed with
open-collar sport shirts. T-
shirts and second-skin swea-
ters at Calvin Klein. DKNY. and
Tommy Hilfiger. suits are the
workhorses of a man's
wardrobe.

Dressed down or up. today's
suits start with a strong shoul-
der and narrow through the
torso to the waist and hip. They
are slim enough to require a
single or double vent for ease.
Sport coals take the same sil-
houette and bring it in closer to
the body.

Some designers are looking
backward. to movies such as
"Saturday Night Fever” (without
the chains). Others look for-
ward to the next millennium
and space travel.

Still others are influenced
l:?: menswear [rom distant
shores . India for Donna Kiran's

Nehru jackets., the British
Crown Colonies ensembles
from Joseph Abboud. Cuba and
Malaysia for Nicole Farhi.
John Bartlett, and JOOP, where
handsomely finished sport
shirts can substitute for coats
in very hot climes.

Sportswear holds the slim
line. Flat-front trousers and a
new generation of jeans with
stretch properties top the bot-
toms list. Surfer jams and
close-to-body shorts of pivotal.
Short-sleeve sport shirts and
whisper-thin T-shirts and
pullovers round out the picture.

For serious jocks. endurance
and high-test ﬁear is the order
of the day. Biking shorts, wet
suits. swim boxers and briefs in
performance-driven fabrics are
offered by designers and mass

Spring Fashions Focus on the

manufacturers alike.
Designers are big on
monochromatics. sometimes in
brazen colours. The catwalks
were awash with blues : indigo,

azure, sky. baby. electric. teal
and aqua!

Then there are surprising
pastels . melons, citrus. pink.
purple. lavender. lime. algae.
Add in the basics, such as tan,
tobacco. gray. black, and white.

These are teamed in matching
or tone-on-tones combos.

What makes these interest-
ing? Touches of embroidery.
colour blocking. space yarns
and the sheer sheerness of the
fabrics.

Factor it all in and yvou can
bet that the best accessory of the
seasorl is a great set of abdomi-
nals.

Che ]cwcL-e T'ccl Drlnccss

by Sadia Arman

S A body of flesh

Draped over

HE keeps to herself.
A stony heart — inside

A structure of woodwork.

There are jewels in her eyes.
Two stones of hazel set in precious pretty cases;

But alas they are not

Like generous rays of sunshine;
Mechanically they open to do work. And close

When work is done.

She has hurt me — has

The jewel-eyed princess

Mortally she has hurt me.

I lie — in bad shape — blood flowing
From alas — a heart too living,

But where struck to bleed

In last pulsating gasps, when

Her stony arrow hit the mark.

I will not live, O stony Jewel-eyed —
Without my bleeding heart.

And I am your prey.

So keep my bleeding heart.
Wounded it may be but still

Will serve you better

Than spur one of hewn stone. ;

Newspaper headlines

HEN the end
media report it?

USA Today:
WE'RE DEAD

The Wall Street Joumal

the world amives how will the

DOW JONES PLUMMETS AS WORLD ENDS

Nafional
O J AND

w TOGETHER AGAIN

Microsoft Jourmnal:

APPLE L

Victoria’s Secret Catalog:

OUR FINAL SALE

ustrated:
AME OVER

Wired:
THE LAST NEW THING

Readers Digest:
'‘BYE

Discover
HOW WiLL
KNOW IT

Stone:
nfloﬁ‘aAT!Ftl. DEAD REUNION TOUR

EXTINCTION OF ALL LIFE AS WE

AFFECT THE WAY WE VIEW THE COSMOS?

TV Guide:

DEATH AND DAMNATION: NIELSON RATINGS

SOAR!

s Home Joumal:

L 10 LBS BY JUDGEMENT DAY WITH OUR NEW

"ARMAGEDDON" DIET
America Online:

SYSTEM TEMPORARILY DOWN. TRY CALLING BACK

IN 15 MINUTES.

Inc. -

TEN WAYS YOU CAN PROFIT FROM THE

APOCALYPSE
Microsoft's Web Site:

IF YOU DIDN'T EXPERIENCE THE RAPTURE,
DOWNLOAD SOFTWARE PATCH RAPT777.EXE.

Sun:

220,

ARMAGEDDON JTOLERANT SOFT

AVAILABLE!

= e -

WARE NOW

Compiled by: Shahed Aziz

Marvels of Hands
and Cyber Age

HEY RE a dwindling

breed in an age of CDs.

synthesizers and high-
tech watches, but artisans are
still alive and sometimes
literally fighting to survive in
France, reports AF.

"labor i1s highly toxed
here, and also the best

raw materials are more
the end

expensive, soO
product is expensive and
therefore hard to sell”

A colorful Left Bank exhibi-
tion of 46 top artisans this
month, Mains et Merveilles
("Hands and Marvels”). aimed to
fire more public enthusiasm for
those who still toil to make
harpsichords, medallions or
the intricate hands of a clock.

Beautifully mounted by stage
designer Georges Krivochey in a
15th-century convent. the Cou-
vent des Cordeliers, the show
glowed with the finest silk, su-
perb wood, leather and metal-
work. in a gathering of elite ar-
tisans known as "The Great Ate-
liers."

They are the cream of the
professional artisans. accord-
ing to one of the organizers,
Jean Bergeron. But he wormies:
"We've got to save our patri-
mony.

At the show's packed open-
ing Bergeron said he was
“thrilled at the response” and he
hoped the show. backed by the
city of Paris. would continue to

grow and project its image
abruvad
Jacques Mouclier, president

of the nch Confederation of
Artisans. says the number ol
workers overall in the main ar-

tisans ssions has dropped
about 20 per cent in the last 20
years

From 198 000 artisans in

1976. it's fallen to 160.000 by
1994, according to the latest
figures available

the reasons. "labor is

highly taxed here. and also the
best raw m.aummm?‘d arcmdmure ex-
. S0 e uct is
Emﬂ“ and Lhﬂ'cffre hard to

" said Bruno Martin. a con-
sultant for the "hands” show.

At least two anti-govern-
ment bombings in southern
France in recent weeks have
been linked to militant artisans
angered by efforts to force them
to pay high social security taxes
that threaten to put more of
them out of business.

"It takes 10 years to form
a good artisan, and kids

want to get ahead faster
these days,

While artisans are far from
extinct. "the problem is that
many coming up in most
fields." said Martin. "It takes 10
years to form a artisan,
and kids want to get ahead
faster these days." he said.

Harpsichord maker Reffi-
hard von Nagel. an ebullient
German living in France for the
past 35 years. says the Ameri-
cans have helped him survive,

His instruments take about
1.000 hours each for him to
craft, and the total cost comes
to about dirs 40,000. He feels
Americans may save the art,
ultimately, through work and
patronage.

"European weren 't resection
these." he said. "They were ef-
ther in museums or made into
bars.”

Form some. export is a key
to success

Dominique Sansom, a

woodworker following in his
father's footsteps. said he would
“fove to go to America. .. It's al-

ways interesting to ;

Remy Braget, ﬁu does
tapestnes and heavy silk cur-
tains lined with horsehair. in-
chuding for the Getty Mussum in
Los Angeles, said. Te inter-
ested in getting more interma-
tional -



