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UN ariticises HR abuses in Cuba:

The UN General Assembly's Human Rights Committee ex-
pressed regret Wednesday about abuses of civil liberties in Cuba
and called on the t to ensure freedom of expression
and assembly. AP reports from United Nations.

The resolution, which will be forwarded to the full, 185-
member General Assembly. also called on President Fidel Cas-
tro's ment to release ‘numereus persons detained for ac-
tivities of a itical nature.” The vote in the committee was
59-26 with 71 abstentions. The United States, Britain, Spain.
France. Germany and most Western countries supported the

non-hinding re tion. China voted against it and Russia ab-

stained. z
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Chinese student life-term : 4
Chinese visa student has been tenced to life in prison with
no chance of parole for 15 years for straggling a fellow Chinese
student who rebuffed his romantic advances, AP reports from

Ofl.

uoxi Wang, 34. pleaded guilty Wednesday to second-degree
murder for killing Eianting Liu, 33, in a house where both
boarded in August 1995. “A child has lost her mother forever, a
husband has lost his wife, they have lost a sister,” Justice He-
len MacLeod said after reading victim impact statements from
Liu's husband and sister in China.

IJK‘IJAE to ﬂ'gll dm Britain

and the United Arab Emirates are due to sign a defence coopera-
tion pact yesterday. That British arms manufacturers hope will
pave the way for more business in the Gulf, Reuter reports from
Abu Dhabi.

British Defence Secretary Michael Portillo will hold talks
in the UAE capital Abu Dhabi with senior Sheikhs of the oil-
rich Emirate, one of the richest states in the volatile region. He
is due to meet the UAE's armed forces Chief of Staff, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zaid al-Nahayvan, and Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Hamdan bin Zaid.
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Mudslide kills 4 miners in S Africa: »
mudslide at a diamond mine killed four people, injured two and
left an undetermined number of miners trapped underground,
mine officials said Thursday, AP lw)orta from Jnhann:shu;ﬁ.

ed

The accident ha midday Wednesday when mud ru
through a mining shaft into the main part of Rorich Diamond
Mine at Boshfl. miles (500 kilometers) southwest of Jo-

hannesburg. said Peter Smith, manager of the Canadian owned
mine. "Rescue operations are taking place,” Smith said. There
had been up to 38 miners trapped underground, but most of
them had been rescued. Smith said early Thursday. Four bodies
ha::l been recovered, and at least two people were injured. he
said.

r?atriates 199 Vietnamese:

Hong Kong yesterday flew back 199 Vietnamese boatpeople in a
orced repatriation to help clear the territory of all illegal mi-
ts by t%ﬂanﬂum. a government statement said,
reports :
Almost all the 69 men, 53 women, 45 boys and 32 are
from southern and central Vietnam. Only four are from north-
emn Vietnam, it said. Most of the migrants arrived in 1990. The

repatriation left 8,273 boatpeople in Hong Kong detention
camps. a spokesman said.
- » -
worth $ 82m seized in India:
Indian -enforcement officers arrested four people after
seizing heroin worth 8.2 million dollars, newspapers said yes-
terday, AFP reports from New Delhi.

The . made up of 29 one- amme (2.2 pound) pack-
ets, were recovered after _Im)lic: ned fire on a truck in the
northwest of New Delhi. The Hindustan Times said the brown
heroine had been into the north western state of Pun-
jab from Pakistan.

smtodmﬂl illlndia:rhm

men were tortured to death by villagers in the Indian state of
Andhra Pradesh after being accused of practicing black magic,
newspapers said yesterday, AFP reports from New Delhi.

The mh:;nem‘tii:d up n aﬂ;‘nmmumn hall irr the vﬂ]ag:nl‘:jf
Sutarguda, : . r skity' flayed with scalpels
then covered in acid, the Indian Exptress reported. Around 50
m were ifiVOIVed i Tuésday's aftack. the daily reported,

eight people had been arrested.

M h.n' 6 ill IJIIIB'.' A fireworks factory
ednesday

blew up in an industrial suburb of Lima. killing six

W
people and leaving 15 others wounded, according to police. AFP

reports from Lima.
The victims aged between 16 and 20 worked at the factory.

International

of Israeli settlements

UNITED NATIONS. Nov 28

A total of 126 UN member states

on Wednesday called for an end
to 4he expansion of Israeli set
tlements, reports AFP.

The move came in the
Fourth Committee of the UN
Ceneral Assembly the day after
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
Jamin Netanyahu toured Jew-
ish settlements in the West
Bank and voiced support for
their continued expansion.

In a vote which went through
with 126 in favour, three
against and with six absten-
tions, the Fourth Committee
demanded "complete cessation
of all illegal Israeli settlement
activities.”

Those voting against were
Israel, Micronesia and the
United States.

The committee was endors-
ing a draft resolution which
now to a session of
the UN General Assembly next

month for adoption. The as-

sembly vote invariably reflects
mﬂltl l?ken llﬂl committee,
etan u's ri wlnq -
ernment !Ifn June Iﬂd a g:
on settlement expansion im-
posed by the previous govern-
ment and has since approved
mfur building thousands of
in the West Bank.
But the policy is drawing
mounting criticism.
On Sunday, Egyptian For-
eign Minister AMR Mussa made
a veiled threat that Egypt could

block Arab normalisation with
Israel to protest its expansion

S.
At the United Nations, where

the General Assembly will in
the ~oming days adopl its an-
nual series of resolutions on
Middle East issues, lsraell
Charge d'Affairs David Pele
said it would be "unfortunate”
the United Nations adopted
“one-sided resolutions.”

The issues "can only be re-
solved by direct negotiations
between the parties concerned
without preconditions,” he said
in a statement.

Earlier report says, Syrian
Foreign Minster Faruq al-
Shara said in London Wednes-
day that it Israel failed to hon-
our the commitments it had
made in the past, then it was
preraﬂn for war.

f the Israeli government re-
fuses to endorse previous com-
mitments and undertakings

then it is preparing for war,

Shara told the British televi-
sion station Channel 4.
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-

jamin N hu, "should not
drive the dle East to another
war,” he said.

"He should not miss the op-
rtunity to make a compre-
ensive peace if he misses this
opportunity things will deterio-
rate and hthl: deterioration is
_catastrophic in every sense of
the -orﬂ).* he Mry
Shara, however, refused to
speculate on what spécific cir-
cumstances might lead to war
in the region, saying he pre-
ferred to put a scenario for

peace.

He added that the current
situation in the Middle East
does not suit Syria.
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THE BODY Shop

Singer Chrissie Hynde of the Pretenders poses d

Lo e Fars '-_:_'__:.
i e <

uring a press conference in Brussels

'_Wednesday promoting the world's largest petition against animal testing by the cosmetic
industry, with over four million signatures, which was presented to the European

Commisgion.

— AFP/UNB photo

Gas cylinder
explosion in
India : 8 killed

NEW DELHI. India, Nov 28:
Two houses collapsed when
cooking gas cylinders exploded
in a crowded New Delhi suburb
Thursday. and eight people were
feared buried in the rubble. a
local news agency reported,

reports AP.

Details bf the blast in the
Mon i neighborhbod Were
not immediately available
United News of India news
agency quoted unnamed fire
service officials as saying that
at least 23 le were living in
the buildings.

Filteen eople were
hospitalized, UNI said. Three of
them were in critical condition

| Murtaza's party won't fi

alliance with Benazir

KARACHI. Nov 28: The party
of the slain brother of
Pakistani Prime Minster Be-
nazir Bhutto has rejected form-
ing any electoral alliance with
her in forthcoming national
elections, a spokesman said 1o-
day, reports AFP.

But the party of Murtaza
Bhutto. who was killed in
Karachi in Seplember in a po-
lice shootout may align with
other grfoups. said
spokesman. Rashe&d. -~

Rasheed is Secretary General
of the Pakistan People s Party
Shaheed Bhutto (PPP-SB),
which was founded by Murtaza
in opposition 1o Bhutto's main-
stream PFPFP because of itical
differences between sib-

the-

lings.

"Except for [Benazir's) PPP
we can form an alliance with
any other political party.” the
spokesman said,

Murtaza's Y is seen as a
potential rival to Benazir's PPP
in  their southern home

rovince of Sindh. where native
Sindhi speaking people are in
the ma&?’!tj with Urdu-speak-
ing setilers forming the second;
largest group.

The settlers. descendants of
immigrants from India after
the partition of the sub conti-
nent in 1947, have extended
overwhelming support in pre-
vious elections to the ethnic
Mohajir

IMQ

Gaumi Movement

in the wl_Lk: of a successful offensive by the

fundamentahist militia.

— AFP/UNB photo

Muslim, Croat members walk out of parliament

Mladic steps down, agrees to
hand over power to deputy

MOUNT JAHORINA. Bosnia
Her zegovina. Nov 28 Gen Ratko
Mladic on Wednesday agreed 1o
stop resisting his ouster as head
of the Bosnian Serb miltlary,
saying he would hand over
power Lo a deputy, reports AP

But it was unclear whether
that would end the civillan
military dispute that was dam
aging Bosnian Serb unity The
Bosnian Serh president, Biljana

Plavsic, also had fired the man
named as SUCCERBOT (&N
Manojlo Milovanovic

Plavsic fired Mladic on Nov
9 sa he was a hability be
cause of two iIndictments by the
Hague war crimes tribunal but
Mladic initially resisted the fir

Mladic's announcement
came at the end of a day in
which the Bosnian Serb as-
sembly under Plavsic's control
demanded he and other top
army officers be prosecuted for
disobeying civil authority by
ddnlr their ouster

ilkovan Stankovic. a
member of the assembly, said
the vote might be “the first step
towards extradition of Gen
Miadic to the Hague court *

The statement from Miladic
said: "Bearing in mind the
overall international situation
and the decisions of the na-
tional assembly and for pre-
serving the continuity of the
army. Gen Mladic decided to

I hand over his authority to Gen

Milovanovic

The decision was to take ef
fect immediately

There was no Immediate re-
action from Plavsic'a office
Plavsic earlier told deputies
that Mladic and his aldes lack
‘professionalism and under
standing of the position and
role of the state -

Although Milovanovic also
wiis [ired, he remained In con-
tact with political leaders and
reporiedly tried o persuade
Mladic 1o give up the power

stru

lﬁ::lu ordered Milovanovic
lo protect his supporters from
prosecution. guarantee Lhe corn-
tinuity of the Bosnian Serb
army, and ensure that politi-

23 die as cargo plane
crashes in Russia

MOSCOW, Nov 28 A Russian
alr force liyushin I1-76 cargo
l;l;:: crashed in Siberia on
wesday night. killing all 23
people on board. the Emergency
Services Ministry said today,
reports Reuter.

Earlier the ministry had put
the total number of people
aboard at 19

A ministry spokesman told
Reuters all 10 crew members
and the |3 passengers had been

out of the Boanlan Serb

cians don't neglect ol
army members a their fami-
lirs

The UN tribunal in the

Hague has twice indicted Mladic
for genocide and crimes against
humanity during the 3-and-a-
hall-year Bosnian war

In weeks of standofl, Mladic
and his aldes blocked commu
nications towers. set up road
blocks

Reuter adds from Pale: Mus
lim and Croat members ulTnd
“.
ment on Wednesday when their
Serb colleagues elected to deny
them wvoting rights, the Yu.

goslav stale news agency Tanjug
reported.

killed. Only 10 bodies had been
recovered so far, he said.

The plane, which was also
carrying 30 tonnes of commer -
cial freight, took off from
Abakan in southern Siberia on
a L to Petropaviovsk-Kam-
chaisky on the far eastern
Kamchatka peninsula

Officials said the plane lost
contact with ground control
jtﬁlt seven minutes after lake
LB ] §

to pay $ 40,000 for
insulting PM

ANKARA, Nov 28: A Turkish
civil court today ordered Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Tansu Ciller to gag 4
billion Turkey liras (40.000
dollars] to Prime Minister
Necmettin Erbakan for insult-
ing him. reports Xinhua. *

Ciller reportedly called the
prime minister a heroin smug-
gler before the general election
on December 24, 1995.

Erbakan's lawyers said that
Ciller had also defamed the |s-
laniist Wellare Party (RP) leader

through TV statements. accus-
ing him of embezzling the funds
collected for the Bosnian Mus-
lims.

After the inconclusive elec-
tions, Ciller first entered a
coalition with the rival center-
right Mother Land Party
-(ANAP). but terminated the
partnership three months later.

UN resolution
Sudan urged
to stop HR
violation

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 28:
A UN panel adopted a resolu-
tion calling on Sudan to stop
torture. slavery. arbitrary ar-
rests. religious persecution and
summary executions and a host
of other human rights viola-
tions. reports Reuter.

The vote in the General As-
sembly’s social, humanitarian
and cultural committee on
Wednesday was 93 in favour, 16
against and 45 abstentions. A

decision’ the p vhich '
Jnrludi:ib{n Wﬁ:mﬁfb ;

means a simflar outcome
the full assembly votes. iy

Human rights groups and
media investigations over the
past have focused on an in-
crease in slavery in the Sudan.
including tens of thousands of
fﬁlldrrn '::bg;'mttd in raids in

e sout various militia
backed ?f the government.

The Khartoum government
has been battling the rebel
southern-based Sudan People s
Liberation Army (SPLA) for the
I:mnt 13 years. more than a mil-
ion people have died in the
conflict since Christian and an-
imist rebels took up arms for

E:rntrr autonomy from the

uslim, arabized north

US endorses
Canadian
proposal on
Zaire crisis

WASHINGTON, Nov 28. The

Un't=d States endorsed
Wedne 's Canadian
lo speed delivery of assistance

lo Rwandan refugees in eastern
Zaire and to encourage their

return to their homeland,
reports AP.
State Department

spokesman Nicholas Burns
gave no indication of the size of
the US mmnﬂtn:nt. The US
deployment, whic already iIn-
cludes about 400 sent to
the region on a contingency ba-
sis. will provide airlift, air
control and other support ser-
vices for the mission. Burns
H%m C oposa

anadian } In-
cludes the titll!ﬂlfl:mtnt of a
multinational headquarters for
a humanitarian mission to be
based either in Uganda or
Rwanda .

Burns said details of the
mission will be finalised with
the Canadian over
the next several days. He added
that the United States also is

wﬂ&tﬂﬁ“ﬂ: ot Aflsee

Two weeks spent traveling
have left president’'s voice
hoarse.

He joked about his
condition at a Rose Garden
ceremony Wednesday where
the president traditionally
g:rgnnu a Thanksgiving

rkey. .

"If you will bear with me,
I'll do my best to talk,” Clinton
told the crowd. The president
spoke briefly at the ceremony,
his voice raspy an sometimes

dluapﬂearlng for a few

White House physician Dr
Connie Mariano examined the
resident and attributed
‘linton's bout of hoarseness
to the his lengthy stays in Air
Force One's dry

Mike McCurry said.

atmosphere duri nﬁ h
excursion Lo Asia and the Philippines,

Che Dy Sar 5

“

Bpllil:._y UN move to end expansion | gy

T the Record

is recent two-week
te House spokesman

Fergie injured her
best-known toe

LONDON: The Duchess of York has injured her best-known

toe, reports AP,
The former Sarah F

n stubbed the toe made infamous

by a close encounter with her financial adviser's mouth, a

British news mlcy re Wednesday.
“She is hobbling a bit in private,” Press Association quoted
an unidentified friend of the duchess as saying.

Nevertheless, she will continue the publicity rounds for her

just-published autobtlﬁ;n ., "My Life."” PA said. In her book,
the cﬁ.:::hcu says that ?3‘54 photos of John Bryan's bobbing

over her head in the south of France — which eventually

led to

her divorce this year from Prince Andrew, Queen Elizabeth's

secund son — were misunderstood.

Bryan was playing a "Cinderella” game, she said, without

elaborating.
For his
mortified at re
licking it, Star
Her Secret Life.”

part, Bryan told his friend Allan Starkie that he was
rts he was sucking the duchess' toe. He was
recounts in his own just-published "Fergie:

Clinics taking sperm
from dead men!

LONDON: US fertility

clinics are routinel

y taking sperm

from dead men at the request of their families, a surve
revealed on Thursday, Reuter. .

Two bioethicists
widespread than they ex

questionnaire to 300 fertility

that the
ted after sending out a
8 across the country.

"People speak of this procedure as if it's h

ce was much more

thetical or

extremely rare,” said Arthur Caplan, Director of the Bioethics
Centre at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.

"But we found that i
new scientist

t's happening in many places.” he told the

He and Susan Kerr. from the University of Texas Health
Centre in Houston, said they were amazed by the results of their

S

They said "more than a dozen” clinics have already admitted

harvesting sperm from bodies and storing it for future use,

Three times as

many said they had been asked to do so.

The bioethicists said US law was unclear and suggested that

i A
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uprnﬂc controls should be introduced as they were in Britain.
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Deputies barred
from entering
into Belarus’

old parliament

MINSK, Nov 28 Police today
barred deputies from entering
the main hamber of Belarus
parliament. onl allowing
them access to col their be-

longings . reports Reuter

President Alexander
Lukashenko wants to shut the
parliament following his re-
sounding victory in a contro-
;ﬂﬂﬂaj referendum last week-

"The police are only letting
us in to collect our t " Lib-
eral faction leader Stanislav

wﬁth told Reuters
marks the setting up of

a jurta through the falsifica-
ton of the referendum results -

500,000 Rwandans in Tanzania

NGARA Tanzania, Nov 28
The 500 000 Hutu refugees in
Tanzama were among the first
to flee the Hutu: inspired geno-
cide in Rwanda in 1994 Now
they are bracing for what ap-

ars to be an inevitable return

me. reports AP

Fearing retribution by
Rwanda s new Tutsi-led gov-
ernment, the refugees have re
sisted going home. They have
built secure lifestyles and ru-
mors of anti-Hutu viclence are
COTMOoTN.

But with the return home of
500,000 Rwandans from eastern
Zaire refugees and aixd workers
think a similar large-scale
repatriation is only a matter of
time

It's possible well wake up
one morning and find the
camps are empty.” said Mark

Rit hardson of CARE liiterna
tionial. a US based humanitar
14N akd group We keep our ears
close to the ground

50 do the refugees

Rumors and stories from
Rwanda about arbitrary arrests
of the Hutu returnees by the
Tutsi-dominated army are
spreading fast in Benaco, the
largest camp with |80 000 peo-
ple

"Weve heard there is no
peace in Rwanda People espe-
clally voung men. are being put
in jails How can we return if
It 8 not safe? sajd a 40-year-oid
medical assistant from north-
et Rwanda who was so afraid
he declined to give his name

"We want to send a delega-
tion to Rwanda to see if the in
terior is safe for us to return.
then we'll go back " he said

UN human rights monitors

i1 Rwanda said they could only
cotilirmm 21 arrestis among re
turning refugees.

According to the Interna
tional Commitlee of the Red
Cross, B8 000 prisoners are
awaiting trial in Rwandan jails
for the genocide

Settled in Tanzania. many
refugees are reluctant to swap
the salfety of the camp for the
daring walk home

Small mud-brick huts line
Benaco s broad dirt roads, giv-
ing the appearance of a
symmetrical town. There are |
markets shops. butchers. hair-
dressing salons, a hospital, and
even a radio station

As the thick morning fog
rose over Benaco, only 20 kilo-
meters (12 miles) from Rwanda.
barefoot women trod the tar-
mac roads in search of fire-
wood

may begi

routines. Some work in illega
plots around the camps. Others
make beer from the corn dis-
iributed by aid workers. and
many work for Tanzanians on
coffee, tea or banana planta-
tions.

"We've done everything we
could so that the refugees would
not suffer. but no live an organ-
ised and comfortable life ei-
ther," CARE's Richardson said.
‘I the settlerpent becomes per-
manent, then we've failed

Getting refugees to budge
from the Zairian camps was
not easy It took attacks by
Zairian Tutsi rebels against
armed former Hutu government
soldiers and militiamen oper-

ating out of the r‘.rrr
In Tanzania, the story Is

different. The government has
never allowed former soldiers

n

move

and militiamen to
wea as in Zaire
In August, authorities ar-
rested seven camp leaders —
some apparently responsible
for the ter of Tutsis — and
extradited to Rwanda

"My experience is that the
Rwandans are still listening to
their leaders, but to a far lesser
extent than in 1994." said Elias
Ibrahim. assistant camp com-
mander. “They are basically
saying. You were a leader in

Alllass

Breaking down the rigid
obedience to . which in

|  part COMIMOon peas-
mﬂuhpnrtmm:m.
may be needed to
to go home, aid workers said.
That could take place in the
next few weeks.

owards home
Some already are

them

Hﬂd-h I;l for Italian fashion designers house 'Roccoborrocco’
N ack evening dress proposals during a presentation o
the designers’ collection at Moscow's "Russia” Concert Hall,
Wednesday, within the presentation of the "Week of high
fashion® festival in the Russian capital. — AFP/UNB
photo

| Tibet monasteries
| expel 150 monks

BELJING. Nov 28 : At least
150 monks have been expelled
from their monasteries in Tibet

in the government's campaign
to discredit the Dalai Lama. a

Tibet monitoring group re-
ported Thursday. reports
Authorities have been hold-

refugees
nr'!.t:?g their bicycles. while
others working for aid .
are scouting around for in
TToe in
Rwandan Minister for Reha-
bilitation and Social Integra-

tion Patrick Mazimbaka said
dung a visit to Tanzania on

v that the were
being held hostage by intimida- | ing political study sessions in
tors. monasteries since Hn{y Hotlnrh:
are held their al monasteries in cen

will.” he said pi— lmm.ﬂnmmmm

A UN esman in the | written statements about their
Rwandan Kigali, speak- al beliefs and denounce
ing on of anonymity, Dalai Lama. the Tibet Infor

no viclence would be | statement.
used to send the home. Twenty monks have been ar-
"Il we go, we'll go en masse.” | rested. and one allegedly died
41- A:-tﬂt-ﬂ.'r- while in ¢ . the Lendon-
not to lrdtr.m based group , citing reports
conditions. I'll go back | from sources in Tibet whom it
Rwanda. " did not name.



