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No Summary Trial

Our sense of indebtedness to Dr. Milon whose
martyrdom hastened the end of a desperately cliff-
clinging autocracy is made doubly poignant becau-
se we ‘have failed to punish his killers. The murder
case instituted in this behalf drew a blank with
justice wailing in the wilderness as the perpetrator
could hide his face behind the smokescreen of the
applied law and its variegated loopholes.

In the application of the criminal law, the
Evidence Act and the considerations ancillary
thereto are so demanding to prove an offence
beyond any reasonable doubt that there could be
and often are technical escapees from the law’'s net.

From this point of view, we are in full agreement
with the Prime Minister when she says that there
ought to be a reopening of and retrial on Dr Milon's
murder following a scooping reinvestigation into
the whole episode. All of this should not only be
feasible but also desirable specially because a
precedent need to be firmly set in the knowledge
that many a perpetrator of murders on the campus
and elsewhere has slipped through the figures of
law as applied.

But the Prime Minister's talk of a new stringent
law for summary trial of killers reflects a point of
view that is bound to be judged against a somewhat
critical criterion. Promulgation of special laws
and having a provision for summary trial
connote measures that are taken under extra-
ordinary circumstances. Only the other day, the
State Minister for Law and Justice Abdul Matin
Khasru made it public and plain that even the trial
of Bangabandhu's murderers will be held in the
ordinary court under the existing law of the land.

We ask, of what practical value the anti-
terrorism law had been during the BNP rule? For
justified reasons, the Awami League had critcised
it and as most people know that many arrests
made under that act could not be defended in court
of law. The existing corpus of laws, we believe, is
enough to bring the killers to justice. Those who
keep out of the reach of law can do so because of
some operational weaknesses in the system. Let
us, by all means, strengthen the police, the CID
and the magistracy but to think of promulgating
any special law solely for the purpose of censuring
a summary trial sounds like an exercise in
superfluity and creation of an avoidable
controversy. Rather than inviting the criticism the
AL had levelled against the BNP, the ruling party

must see to ihnt the system works better.
% lo&Before You Leap

It evoked no ready response of commendation to
know from yesterday's issue of The Daily Star that

the Dhaka City Corporation is mulling over a
truck terminal at the cost of a natural canal at

Rayerbazaar.

The canal has been serving as a vital secondary
connection between two rivers — the Turag and the
Buriganga via Mohammadpur and Rayerbazaar.
The ten mile long waterway, apart from its naviga-
tional utility for bringing merchandise to the capi-
tal, is also considered as a source for irrigation
water and pisciculture.

Perhaps, the biggest utilitarian favour it has
come to do Dhaka is its positive contribution in
the drainage system. Waterlogging has been a
chronic problem with Dhaka for quite some time
and no quarter has been reported to have
contended the fact that disappearance of city's
waterways has contributed significantly to the
present stifling situation. No doubt, the filling up
of the Kaittar Boro Khaal (canal) will add to the
huge problem the DCC already has on its hands.

The rationale behind the choice of the site for a
truck terminal deserves to be debated for another
very valid reason. The terminal has been planned
to be near the proposed mausoleum for the mar-
tyred intellectuals. One does not have to be a vi-
sionary to imagine the host of evils a truck termi-
nal will bring along. Needless to say that they will
considerably vitiate the atmosphere normally
deemed as ideal for a hallowed place.

The fact that the DCC is left with quite a few op-
tions for fixing a truck resting place makes the
thought all the more despicable.

Although there is still a cloud of uncertainty
looming over the whole idea, the DCC would be ill
advised to pursue in the feared direction any

further,
Savoury Revelation

Food Ministry's disclosure of self-sufficiency in
food for the year comes as a welcome relief in the
serenade of our poverty and the subsequent
dependence on other countries.

The news that Bangladesh would not be required
to import rice this year to feed its hungry nﬂllianu
means a very encouraging emergence of an option
regarding the use of foreign currency. The huge
amount of money saved can be diverted to other
developmental activities.

For a party almost eloquent about giving
agriculture top priority, the projection about silos
being sufficiently filled is indeed a savoury
intimation for the Awami League government.

Particularly, it should form a very rewarding
and heart-warming commentary on the sincerity
and untiring efforts of Motia Chowdhury, the Food
Minister herself.

The Food Ministry would do well to strike a
balance between procurement and off-take of
cereals to keep their prices within the purchasing
power of common consumers. rmore, we

Founder-Editor :

ought to ensure that the farmers get remunerative
price for their produce.

* to wnshackle

I NDIA'S political scene has
not C , except In
rhetorics. lm the Lok

Sabha elections six months
ngo. Here Lhe country to go back
1o the polls, the result would be
no different. It would be a
hung parliament. Parties may
add or lose a few seats here and
there, but the overall position
will be same or less the same.
The existing alllance of re-
gional parties and the commu-
nists, under the umbrella of
Janata Dal, faces no immediate
danger. Nor is the Congress
|upgu't from the outside In
Tactics may change. but
not postures. There will be more
and more attacks by Congress

on the Deve Gmt:lnrmrmml.
It will be again again de-
clared that the government

cannot take Con o8 for

granted. But the y will not
pull the from under the feet
of United

One C is far from re-

habilitated in the face of ever
new disclosures of corruption
against its leaders and former

ministers Two. president
Sitaram Kesari is in the
midst of efforts to ng back

old members in parllament to
the partys fold and to prove
that if numbers were the crite-
rion Congress should lead the

O, atlong last it is gone
with the wind. The ign-
ominious clouds overc-
asting our skies have at last
been driven away, beyond the
the tempest of public

Y ONe years now.

nltlnn had to carry the
vﬂut legacy of Khondokar
Mush — the hated
Ind Act. It is actually
‘time’ tha nfnl to have tlkm

" and it is again time

that :ﬁl take the killers to task
when the barriers to their
tion have been remowved

majority vote in the
ngsad on November

Jlllr
996
Sheitkh Hasina — not the
Prime Minister of Bangladesh
but the eldest daughter of a very
illustrious father — at last could
shed the tears of gratitude unto
Allah l.hrll:hl'ﬁ —_ hmdﬂl“
mental ts guaranteed in
Constitution — have been re-
stored. Now, she will be able to

seek justice in the court

the Erednt killers even

back her
loving parents, affectionate
brothers — the little Russell,
who would have been 32 this
year matching the number of
the famous house he lived in
with his parents!

But no, it is all a — a
heart-rending optical illusion
that is apt to besiege the dear
ones who are alive to mourn
their deads. Hasina and Rehana
afe no exceptiens. Perempto-
rily. they were totally
with grief at the dastardly act of
the killers. The spell is now
perhaps over because, if not
with the earthly court, their
most genuine grievances have
been most graciously vindi-
cated in the court of Allah. No
more lamentation, no more ex-

tion. Sheikh Hasina has

aspera

already dtlgl %::d to the

of Bangladesh, nay. of the
whole world her almost stoic

fortitude dra strength from
Him — the M‘;:gﬁu The repeal
of the Indemnity Act will give a
e e poes o
muc
the Indemnity Act does still
leave an unanswered question
in my mind. Assuming that the
Act was a bar to putting the per-
Elrnturn of the heinous crime
th ol and for trial, what
bloc the in the )
rﬂfcninn rom making t
nﬂt:ﬁbyrﬂat.iun as they have jua-
done now? Was it due to
another assumption that such
interpretation favo
would not have enthused the
ments in pﬂ“l‘ for the
ast twenty-one years?
ently. it was so and that m&r
siasm could not be fo
again perhaps due to many
well-substantiated. intriguing
reasons. BNP or for that matter
Khaleda Zia could not
fulfil her commitment, made
during the mass mmrunml of

Sir. Alter going through the
rofzssional commentary of Mr
urul Islam on the processes

and institutions in Bangladesh
on economic policy-making
(Star. Nov 25). it appears that
the overnment inay encourage
the lormation and functioning
of specialist think-tanks in
Bangladesh, to assist in plan-
ning and policy-making at the
core nalional level.

Such TTs have long been op-
erating in the developed coun-
tries. with the proper distance
hl:l:uz rﬁlaintainad rom the offi-
cial influence of the Fcrvcrl.lng
kind. lor objectivity, (for exam-
ple. the traditional indifference
] the electronic
media [rom the octopus-like
grip of the government).

We do have some high-level
local NGOs trying to correct the
national perupectiw:l through
seminars and other public fora.
These days, we have to use spe-
cialists and technocrats in the
respective fields to advice the
policy makers.

Another traditional myopic
approach is to have a of
economists in bodies such as
the Planning Commission.
This is no com t to the

essjonals in the other sec-

ors. This bhal exercise
Y be examined dispassion-
ately.
This short is linked
to another weak . R&D or

research and dcvdopn'mt R&D

is an on- gnlng exercise

throughout the year
of the change nf ment
from time to time due to consti-
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conscious nl' tht y ul" l
pushes the

mid-term poll if it
Gm-'cﬂo :-rnmlmt to the

Iull It has felt exasperated as
times.

Kesari. who has picked up
former finance minister Man-
mnhm Singh as the partys

txre.cl.- to divert atten
tion from Cmgfw Vs
corTruption to th &‘:rwd

government's fallure to iImprove
the economy. But Kesari's
difficulty Is that Congress no
longer has a sense of purpose
strong enough to bind it to-
gether despite its divisions. The
organisation and the parlia-
mentary party are at odds

whatever the denjals. That is

not a good’:) osis to face
fresh polls. In some stal
warts in muld l:kc to
have a coalition with the

United Front ment if it is
possible despite the commu-
nists  opposition

A Janata Dal-Congreas
coalition is a red rag to the
Bharatiya Janata Party because
it forecloses options [or new

elections.
thinks of comin
the Centre. it is

If ever the party
lo power at

ause it be-

lieves that new combinations

CAn emerge
elections

only after fresh
fthout a midterm

polil, it sees no chance till 2001

Even otherwise. the party is

downcast. It feels it has hit a

plateau. It may still scale a few

top leadership is conscious of it
But what the party lacks. as its
ideologue. Govindacharya has
pointed out in a paper. is a sense
of direction There is not even
the familiar scene of discipline
and dedication arat has ex-
posed the party

On the other hand. the debris
of the Babri Masjid has buried

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

mounds in Orissa. where the
height of the Janata Dal has
lessened because of Biju Pat-

naik s indifferent

health and

image It may also improve its
mﬂtlnﬂ at some other places
t it will be at the cost of the
pprr castes. still its backbone

An allance with a section of

backward classes or with the

Dalits can at least be
it cannot be a e
the party wide e BJP

strat
sprea

part of a

its emotive a al n the name
of mandir so that the BJP
has not dared to resuscitate the
shrines of Mathura and
Varanasi Some Hindu intellec-
tuals have felt so horrified over
the destruction that they have
distanced themselves from the
party. Indeed, it faces a
dilemma. it cannot give up its
slogan of Hinduvta which has

ared it to Hindus and at
the same time cannot make

ge in their Jot and get

to support even the di-
visive of reservation in
the name of

A debate has also begun

Banishing the Baneful

Assuming that the Indemnity Act was a bar to putting the perpetrators of the heinous

crime in the gaol and for trial, what blocked the people in the legal profession from making
the interpretation as they have justifiably done now? — writes Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

the nineties, to repeal all black
laws Inc the Indemnit
Act -:had'
ule of the Ennlututlnn at the
behest of Zlaur Rahman — con-

sequently the major benefl-
cliary of the situation after

lng:blndhu killing followed
by the brutal murders of four

national leaders In jail
Prior to the Repeal
Bill in Jatiya Sangsad there
were a series of discussion sem-
inars. in tions of the Act
by many eminent jurists and
legal experts who were in total
t that it was not at all
lﬂﬁtlﬂl;ll.lwmdhlﬂhld
absolutely no eligibility to earn
a place in our Constitution. In

fact, its st in our national
document that. among others.
protects the fundamental s
of the citizens has desecrated its
sanctity. And ually over-
looking such . and un-
fortunately so, Zia and
her o Ziaur

Rahman had dished out all the
on earth in the name
of protecting the Constitution’

The hideous Indemnity Or-
dinance laimed by !{hon—
dokar ushtagque on 26th
Septtmbu' 1972 was in itself
constitutionall and also
legally invalid. The Constitu-
tion provides that, in the ab-
sence of President, the Vice
President, and in his absence.
the Speaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad would assume the
Presidency. At the time of insti-
tution Mushtagque was neither
Vice-President nor Speaker of
the Jativa . S0, his as-

Cen to the ponitinn of the
President was ultravires of the
Constitution for all practical

Eurﬁm President Zia, coming
y Mushtaque’'s heels closely

later the constitutional
provision and eventually,
paved its in tion in
Constitution. Unfortunately. it
appears to be a sub-conscious
act on the part of the late Gen-
eral and coincidentally. a tes-
timony of involvement in the
killing.

Another question that
creeps in mind is also unan-
nr:md till date. The Indemnity

{Ilt;l; the vgiuuu
prnduct o st
and its ominous ttm%
killers of the four national
leaders in Dhaka Central Jail
in early November. 1975 would
have testified to E blue print
chalked out long before August.
1975. This was indeed a

planned chain of events.
Although some of the self-

tutional processes. Even politi-
cal proposals should bc an-
lays=d by the think-tanks, be-
sides its exposure through pub-

lic discussions,
A Zabar

Dhaka

On Indemnity Bill

Sir. "J.5. unanimously
passes Indemnity (Repeal) Bill.”
a news published Daily
Star dated 13.11.96. The state
mimister for law put forward
some strong arguments that the
ordinance ﬁrnmulgated by
Khandaker Mostaque had no
conititutional basis. Since
Mostaque was neither vice pres-
ident nor speaker of the erst-
while parliament 'he had no
constitutional authority
promulgate any ordinance after
the killing of president
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

If s0. the so-called ordinance
after killing of the president
Bdngabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman neither requires to be
termed as a law nor the same is
neecded to be repealed in the
Parliament. The ordinance can
just be treated as a memo from
the table of a superior boss. If
the paper is thrown into the
wasie paper box, the matter is
over.

Then, what ground makes it
nece to the same
in ﬂﬂuﬂlnwnmri:d to com-

B i s o e
a
which tnwnvu a re:urﬂa
penditure of Tk. 6.00.000 Mﬂ
minutes x 15.000.00) within
about an hour,

Nw Hossain

151, Bangshal Road
Dhaka

confessed killers of the Father

of the Nation have been taken
. many are still at
In some west-

into
large.

ern and middle-eastern coun-

iries.

Bangladesh has

The government
t the help
and assistance of interpo
extradition of those fugitives
in that direc-

bul I.ht ptcﬁn
Nﬂ that the tk

blockade to I.’nrm-u-m

| for

lnl.hcmunufhur

as been decisively

removed

the culprits will have no alter-

native to faci

C

context,

the s
harges against them as are in
the stage of framing In such a
the responsibility of
Sheikh Hasina's government
shall have been compounded

pecific

manifold. It shall have to as-
sure itself and all those in-

volved absolute justice and

hlrel;{ s0 that the innocents
vicumized in any man-

are
ner. Equal

unities must

be Lo eliminating an
incidence of discrimination.

must

the
government

cognisance
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es I8 bein
of the

cake

visitors to

USA in 1989.
flower

S.

The reci

cludes 8
5.692

of peel

keep in mind that
the eyes of the world will be on
| even though the

not take into
intrusive utter-

amin-
or the

Last week. the world's htlgeat

bouquet was to
Sheikh Zayed htnpman Al
Nahyvan, the President of the
U upon his arrival in Abu
Dhabi — another milestone
likely to appear in Guinness
Book of Record

of the cake in-
of wheat flour,
of butter, 30,739 kgs
banana, 7.969 kilos of

sugar. 341 kilos of baking pow-

of

ITI

ances of a British Lord giving
his remarks on the hauling up
of Mrs Jubaida Rashid, wile of
Col Rashid. one of the self-con-
fessed killers, rather a master
mind, now abroad.

Another binding [actor will
be that at some stage or the
other Sheikh Hasina and her
g F::pundm bl;.ncl
as CO-r ts In the court
when the defense counsels will
be all up to discover govern-

mental influence on the judi-
clary. The sensitivity of the
case will demand utmost cau-
:muﬂl;tﬂ.llb!;nl:ﬂdﬂl
om on the part of the present
ment to have the bill on

the separation of judiciary
from administration expedi-

tiously . This will add 1o
its credibility and reconfirm its
alre expressed good inten-

tion. true spirit of the rule
of law must be established at
any cost.

It must also be in mind
that there is not to be com-
placent or over enthused with
the ¢ situation The da
ahead could be fraught with lar
rmore intri episodes than
what we hfﬂuglﬂd far.
The utterly provocative state-

ments of m Zia and her
aldes could some
pﬁntﬂlﬂPlll:.Hcl to her casti-
gations of the present
ment mostly on tales dm
sion, she has recently
pampered into making highly
oulrageous remarks a t the
father of the nation even
though he has been an integral
art of our Constitution
ueerly enough such insolent
utterances from her and others
in the party have coincided
with the presentation and pass-
ing of the Indemnity Act
(Repeal) Bill-1996 on |12th
November, 1996 by Lhe Jatiya
. None can h g
nore the timing thqptl:av:p:hg-
sen to make such blunt asper-
BlONns.

And at such a crucial time
when the present Government
has been in a desperate bid to
obtain a rightful share of the
Ganges water and when there

are immense signs of goodwill
of both the ts so far
expressed Iin unambiguous

terms for an immediate settle-
ment, Begum Zia and her par

r.jlmu m hﬂ:ﬂ alludl

|
E

un
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2
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g
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the

tlement.
sense of nationalism and/or
pltnnutnl::! On such national
Issues present government
has been see
but BNP, ull date., has not re-

leadership is
ne ve ntutudc to undo the
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Politics 1s Manageable, not Ethics

within the whether
nm—.ﬂ‘:

now that Narasimha Rao,

bete notre, does not head it. The
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has

Bihar and UP in a big way

The communists can stem
thcﬂd:.htmf;hﬁm-
eTgy is wasted over to
th:dlhu:turhmin:-?
don. The communists can ex-

they Itt;dm

are

the regional and other <
mmmﬁ":
the shape of United Seill
more formidable is their task
in Andhra Pradesh and Bihar
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is selling out the
of the count

india by giving her tra fa-

glﬂytnc:rqmtnﬂ:mth
ern part for

rections there ﬁro-pn.ed
B ot e e
t had
from India. is -.1-: being bit-
tcﬂy criticised by her in an ab-
telr mumu In
fm:t ndia has so far
lntu'tit h‘l either of
lht twu m-m- above
BHF-Ipre-rnl stance on the hl
lateral discussion. hopefully
headi Oor ac-

ment

ceptable m!uunn. can tanta-

mount to an act of
dmmw
Is this indeed their

vestors have
their wll 16 o
able investments. The people of

the country have already
started visualising
economy in the near future with

em loyment opport

a vibrant

unities for
Unfortunately, BNP

holding out a very

millions.

tary endeavours of the gov-

MHMthItGﬂm emment.

THE MIDDLE EAST NEWSLETTER

Saifur Rahman writes from Dubai

der. 67.275 eggs and 5.6925 ki-
los of dates without seeds. For

the | on the cake marking
the UAE's 25th Anniversary,
11,385 kg of icing sugar, 1552
kilos of egg white, 10, pieces
of lemon and 15,000 flow-
ers will be used. A total of 500

people including chefs, bakers,
designers and a lot of workers
from 28 hotels in Dubai hﬂv.;f
alr cO ted 85 per cent
hakingcady Thncur:-};k: is expected to
be displayed along the famous
Dubai creek.

All these is targeted to one
occasion — the Silver Jubilee of
the independence of the UAE on
December 2, 1996. Six former
Gulf Trucial states. Abu Dhabi,
Dubai, Sharjah, Ajman, Fu-
airah and Umm Quwain,

ad gathered together and
fi a federation on this day
in 1971. Ras Al Khaimah — an-
other emirate — joined the fed-
eration later increasing the
number of emirates to seven.

Also this year, the emirate of

Abu Dhabi, the largest and the
wealthiest of the seven states, is
celebrating the 30th accession
day of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan as the ruler of Abu
Dhabi. More than 30 s ago,
on August 6, 1966, Sheikh ﬁ.
yed became the Ruler of this
emirate. His accession acceler-
ated the pace of develo t in
the emirate and by 1971, it was
ready for freedom. Sheikh Za-
d then took the initiative to
orm a broad-based federation
with the n bouring emirates
and by December 1971, all the
necessary formalities were
completed for freedom.
e UAE government has al-
cgr declared a four-day public
hal to mark the twin occa-
sions frum December 2. The
private sectors. however. will
enjoy two days rest.

Depositors to Get
Back Their Money

There is a good news for

those who thought had lost

their bank d
collapse of lhf Bank of Emd:lt

and Commerce International
(BCCI). The
istration of the UAE branches
of BCCI
to pa
thim: positors. Accmﬂm
no appeared in local :
the administration has offered
e p-{ holde 4572
coun s, ts
were less than 20,000 m
The UAE Central Bank will pay
the amounts to the claimants

nominees
to a
tral

ments to claim the deposits.

ing some
the news of the oil-for-food deal
was made public recently. The
local markets

Dubai Bakes World’s Largest Cake

2. Enﬂ-mm:-kmg huge.

cake which will
u-_-lgh 69.862

baked
celebration of the Silver Jubilee
of the UAE.
This cake will be the largest
in the world and is
cxpuctnd to be featured in new
's Guinness Book of World
. This cake is expected to
t a public place in
Duhai for the residents and
grab a chunk each
from the structure. The existing
record of the world's largest
cake has been the 58.08 tonne
cake baked in Payne, Alabama,

eposits with

Liquidation Admin-

has offered

back a limi amount to

December 1996.
All depositors or their
ave been
before the Cen-
ank with proper docu-

Iraq : End of the Saga?
The Iragi dinnar is
ll!hll‘lrllllclﬂﬁ

in the frunl p
Star on
"Financial Irre

mater.

people of

made
would |

A;ﬂcnrding

governed by the

lhc

mo
| bursing autheri
the Financial

CAG) of Ba

\ !ultly referred to

over last 20 years alle
w:rB rt:ctnlLIr matur
of Dhaka University,
didn’'t notice the news item. Al-
many ‘unwanted’ remarks
have embraced the image of
Dhaka University, my alma
But it
ﬂ-adﬂmlni to know that the
ighest academic feat
in our society are busy in finan-
clal irregularities. Since there
exists some confusion an lack
of information in the statement
the DU authority |
to clarify the points
concerned as well as Lo com-
gltmcnt the report of The Dally
tar

l the Government.
m?trnller and Auditor Gen-

OPINION
"Financial Irregularities at DU"

accountabili
ernment

the VC would be more prudent
in his utterances next time once
the question of accountability
through financial regulations
COITHE .

My attention has been
drawn to the report
e nl'
ovember titled
larities at DU

ublished
Daily

ed’. As a
student
I wish |

was very

to the report,
Dhaka University ‘authority’ (is
it the VC?) claims that DU is
‘Dhaka Uni-
versity Ordinance, 1973° where
ision-making authority
ding payment of salaries.
al ances and financial mat-
ters is vested with the Byndi
cate. True, but that doesn’t en-
able the Syndicate to make or
legitimise irregular payments.
Furthermore, as long
government (meaning Public)
Is concerned,
must abide by
gulations laid

as the
the dis-

The

adesh has
e services

(Reorganisation and Condi-
tions) Act' in this regard (that
came into effect on 1 a.IuI},Ir
1973). which states that 'all
powers regarding payment of
salaries and allowances of all
government organisations,
public bodies and other na-
tionalised organisations have
been vested in the government'.
Even the information of exis-
tence of the Act was made
available to the Registrars of all
the University. the CAG ap-
rised the Education Ministry,
the report goes on.

As the Supreme Audit Insti-
tution of the Republic. the CAG
derives authority for exercising
his functions from the Consti-
tution of the Peoples Republic of
Bangladesh (Article 128) and
the Comptroller and Auditor
General ditional Functions)
Act. 1974'. In exercising his
functions prescribed by the
Constitution and the Addi-
tional Functions Act, the CAG
has full independence. He de-
termines the scope of audit on
the basis of generally accepted
principles of audit. For the pur-

of exercising his functions
the CAG has access to all
records and documents. CAG
submits his findings in the
form of audit reports to the
President who causes them to be
laid down before the Parlia-

ment.
The Audit Department
(which is headed by CAG) is

organised on functional basis.
To ensure audit coverage on all
areas where public expenditure

is incurred. there are nine audit
directorates under the adminis-
trative control of the CAG.
Amnong these directorates, the
Local and Revenue Audit direc-
torate is empowered to audit all
local and Statutory bodies,
Universities. government de-
partments and Revenue re-
ceipts.

Accountability is one word
which is echoed from all cor-
ners of the society once the
guestion of democratic gover-
nance comes. We ought not to
forget the obligation for being
accountable to our society in
general and to the taxpayers in
specific, because accountability
is fundamental to good gover-
nance in modern democratic
societies. Though accountabil-
ity as a concept and practice in
a democratic environment has
a much wider dimension, my
contention is to focus on a par-
ticular aspect of accountability,
i. e, accountability in public ex-
penditure management. Ac-
countability in public expendi-
ture management is supposed to
be achieved through statutory
audit (by the CAG) It seems to
me that the VC is not aware of
the duties and re sibilities
of the CAG which are stated in
the Constitution (Article 128 to
Article 132) The remark made

him (that "University is a
place of academic excellence. it
i= not a government office’] is
bound to inflict discomfort in
the minds of conscious citi
zenry. The CAG is constitu-
tionally empowered to ensure
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