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Change Sought

Of all the financially able Bangladeshi patients
who go abroad to seek better treatment, those with

cardiac complaints form the clear majority. The
main reason for this inclination is the inadequate
treatment facilities both in terms of specialist
doctors as well as cquipment. This rather general
observation was bornme out by a renowned cardio-
logist on the lirst day of the international
conference on cardio vascular diseases that began
in the city on Tuesday. There are only 110 cardio-
logists for a country of 120 million population.
Small wonder it is. that so many people regularly
go abroad to heal their hurting hearts.

But this is not. as President Shahbuddin Ahmad
observed while inaugurating the conference, a
matter of letting the able people have their own
ways in matters of health care. A great amount of
foreign currency is being lost regularly due to these
medical trips.

This economic consideration in the national
context should inspire the more privileged section
of the physicians to come up with projects that can
contribute to the creation of modern treatment
facilities and the restoration of confidence among
treatment seekers.

The few private clinics that have sprouted over
the years are yet to strike a safe ba]ﬂnt‘f“hFIWl‘Eﬂ
professionalism and service. One Ilcels, an
unexpressed and unjustified air of hesitation that
investment in the health sector is reserved for the
government and doctors, has considerably
retarded the process of development,.

Seemingly, a more general entrepreneurial
interest is needed in this sector. Competition will
not only minmise the scope for monopoly in
business but will also ensure quality., Business
men will be out there to make money but if only
they can guarantee good service in exchange of
good money, the great ru8h of patients going
abroad will cease automatically.

Inadequacy in the number of good doctors and
proper medical facilities is not a typically
national health concern it is a national economic
concern. Also, it is not a reality born only
yesterday. The situation has been like this for
quite some time. The new government would do
well to take up the issue seriously.

For a Better BUET

The Chancellor of Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has very wisely chosen Professor
Igbal Mahmud. the noted chemical engineer as one
who will replace the controversial Dr Shahjahan
as the VC of that University. Professor Mahmud
happens to be the seniormost among those
deserving the coveted post. He was for some time a
state minister for science and technology in
General Zia's government. We congratulate the
Prime Minister for seeing past this piece of quirky
history and choosing an appropriate person for
the job — not only qualified and competent.
Informed people will long cherish Professor
Mahmud's expose on the doings of Foster wheeler,
the main contractor for the Ashuganj Fertilizer
Factory. And Professor Mahmud has never so far
been caught on the wrong foot.

A right choice but hardly at the right point of
time, students and all concerned people thought
the Prime Minister would replace the unmoving Dr
Shahjahan before her departure for the Rome
conference. For education had come to a standstill

‘weeks before that. The rumoured cause of the delay

is doubtlessly disquieting. Was there a junior
fellow there among the aspirants whose cause was
being promoted politically? Hasina has resisted
that — excellent, but the time wasted is national
loss and is also indicative of soft spots in
administration as well as politics that would
compromise education and every other thing for
personal and sectarian interest. The stakes of this
present government are too high to be allowed to be

ln.ttopﬁﬁfﬂed:ybetmyedinﬂmdclayhrmakmg
the choice.

Nowmtoﬂlechmn. Perhaps this is the best
run university in the country. Still how cannot it
afford to forget that it is running one full year
behind schedule. Utmost effort should now be
taken to see that the latest problems do not add to
the backlog and the session starts more or less on

» A Study in Courage

She is a study in courage. She has so far
proved to be the ultimate in so many other
things — compassion and sacrifice and a very
Christian abidance by the poor. When death is
knocking at the door, very insistently and

perhaps with a note of finality — one's compassion .

and all other great giveables become irrelevant. It
is then only courage which is left and with which
one must face the inevitable. And Mother Theresa
has a world of courage and some more to spare. Her
courage, so poignantly proved by her declining to
go along with medical procedures, takes on a very
fresh and new and nobly elevating dimension
when she says “Let me die as do those that I serve.”
Have we heard this before? Perhaps not. But
nevertheless, there have been saints and saintly
ones outside the pale of religion who have acted
this sentiment out. Mother Theresa is in line with
the world's greatest givers — and livers.

Our hearts go out to the great woman and we join
millions the world over in praying that she comes
out of the present predicament exactly as she had
done so many times before.

_ International

Andre Malraux and Bangladesh: An Untold and Forgotten Episode

great Frenchman,
greal man of nli Hmn
Andre Malraux passed
away 20 years ago. The govern
inent ol France., in bestowing
Lhe highest recognition acco-
rded 1o a son of its soil, decided
to transier his mortal remains
to the Pantheon. the greal
monument of burials of French
heroes in the heart of Paris, in a

befitting ceremony this month.
Andre Malraux was a versa-

tile gentus. V few in
human hl-to?yrconmln
one’s own self s0 many interesis
and vocations that embellished
human mind He was an emi-
nent luthnf.; her, ar-
chaeologist, freedom fighter,
politiclan and., above all. a hu-
manist, all in one.

It is- difficult, rather well-
nigh impossible, to narrate
even briefly the vast involve-

ment and . of this
great of human mind
and ci tion. Al the age of

21. he wemnt to the jungles of
Cambodia in search of the ruins
of a legendary temple. In 1929
he made im ant discoveries
of Greco Buddhist art in
Alghanistan and Iran. In 1934
he flew over the vast desert
tirack of Rub al-Khali of Saudi
Arabia and discovered what
may have been the lost capital
city of legendary Queen
Malraux brought to the fore
£ movement of
Indo-C . & of France,
and edited the journal.
L'indochine Enchaine (The

the

Chained Indo-China). He
founded the You Annam
league, which, in fact. became

the rsor ui Viet Minh. the
pnlitiul &u that directed
letnam war

Much later, in the thirties,
he participated in the Spanish
civil war in late thirties and
even went as far as to America

1o raise funds. He fought in the

Second World War, was shot
and arrested by the Germans

LL eyes e st on the
visiti ol Weslt HBengal
chiel minister Basu

lo Bangladesh that hegan on
Wednesday. Never I:-H'urr the
visit of an important person ol
his stalure carmied political and
diplomatic signilicance and
importance as niwch as being
witnessed in Mr Basu s case
The West Bengal chiel munster
was here in 1988 It was
essentially a nostalgic visit as
Mr Basu's family hails from a
village in the vicinity of capital
Dhaka. | had the occasion of
being with him along with a
group of newsmen and writers
when he visited the hamiet
Barudi which is not far irom
t_' city et has fallen in the ju-
sdiiction ' of ‘e Narayangan |
) 'ﬂt Basu Was ‘accowm-

ithe close rela:

lions like his wile. sister-in-
law and others. Th went
round the dilapidated building
of Mr. Basu's father. who was a
hon'lmmr ol greal re-
pute the west Bengal
chief minister amd the family
members had become emo-
tional ns-:? npml time in the
building the .
and Mr. Basu was In a
cent mood and was visibly car-
ried away by nostalgia.
Although the wvisit at that
e was not seen as important
as of this time. the Weslt
chiel minister evidfh ntly l:njlpy
importance in this coun or
manifold reasons. He m:u-;owu
to his yillage home from the
capital in a since the
road communication was
somewhat time consuming. His
visit had attracted press and
others also at that time since he
had established himsell as a
charisnrmatic leader and a suc-
cessful chiel minister in a polit-
ically delicate state uéﬂ ndIh:
even eight years ago. i,
ir'l: rtance was understand-
able.

But the em
entirely in
and the

asis this time is
ifferent context
of the visit

is simply more than tremen-
dous. . his visit has
t stakes on this country's
omestic political scenario

Asthmn
Sir, A report titled "Rush of
bronchitis, asthma patients in
city hospitals” published In

“The Dalily Star” of 24th and
25th November 1996 has drawn

~ our attention.

In this respect we would like
to inform you that we market
our own research product
INTAL inhaler in Bangladesh.
The drug is imported from UK
and is recommended in all
Guidelines for

ent of asthma. We
maintain adequate stocks to
serve the prescription of our
‘l"lll.ladb] l:ul!tnmcrl tIHTAL is
available in many important
drug stores throughout the
country and there is no reason
for non-avallability/selling at
an exorbitant prlt:r: of INTAL.
Inhaler by anyone, since we
maintain adequate stock of the

R S ectiiian: patient with
doctor's on can also
from any of our 12

m. th.m t the

mnuy Further any patient

l'.rNd::E problem In uhllnlng
inhaler can contact us

directly for assistance.
Anwaruddin Ahmed

M
mmm. Limited

Dhaku
"Child labour in
"

Sir, Thank you for printing

a response (o Mohiuddin
s article on the above

nuhjar:t Allow me to make
comments on the letter, pub-

His act of

an air force squadron in the
Alsaee Lorraine Brigade to liberate Strasbourg and even Hm as a foot soldier against the Nazi

nmwmﬂu

Germany evoked so much of spontaneous sympathy for the people of Bangladesh that he was even ready to

and escaped. Followi the
French resistance and

of the allied forces he became
close to De Gaulle, who made
him his Information and. later,
CMI:-.“EL dunlm' of

art and culture, u.m
imunense contribution as well.
He was a prolific writer and his

voluminous works speak
of his ts and
actions. He published La

Tentation de L Occident (The
Temptation of the West) in a
bid. perhaps vainly, to interpret
the two civilisations. the
Eastern and the Western His La
Condition Humaine (Man s
Fate), which received Prix
Gonocourt award, brought for
him mere of a lterary than
politico- philosophical success

In his Psychologic de 'Art
(the Psychology of Art] Malraux
sought to bring about relation:
ship with his other interests.
like the philosophy of action
which would always be a factor
of man s eternal questioning of
his destiny and his response to
it L'Espotr (Man's Hope) is con
sidered to be his masterpiece
and chronicled some of his ex-
pﬂ'ltrm in the Spanish civil

Hl- autogra
Anti-memories.
observation and lurpﬂlcd
many about his ommssion of
reference (0 some of his near
and dear ones like his wife and
sons. During his monumental
meditation on art, in the solits-
tude of his villa in the Bois de
Boulogne on the outskirts of
Paris, he wrote Les Volx du
Slence (The Voices of Silence)
in 196] It sounded the notes of
universal humanism, that of

hical -'nl't
did not

Mn?m

E&h&hmm War. )

the brotherhood of the works of
art, th which man inher-
its all that is noble in the world.
Les Chenes qu'on Abat (Felled
DOaks) contained much of his
disillusionment to achieve due
to limited resources as his
friend Charles de Gaulle's
Minister of Culture His last

ece of works, Lazaro, pub-
ished in 1974 and the one be-
fore that, Oraisons Funebres
(Funeral Orations) dwelt mostly
on his preoccupation with

death. Besides these, Malraux
has other works to be proud of.
Malraux's connection with

e r—

October 1971 at his village.
Verrier le Buisson, not far from
Paris. | was then as Head
of the Unofficial Bangladesh
Mission in London which was
founded and headed by the late
Justice Abu Sayeed Chowdhury.
Special Overseas
Representative the
Government of adesh
Justice Chowdhury was then
away to New York to lead the

lBWdﬂqa
tL;untuthe and practically

stayed most of the period from
October to December 1971 there

in order to lobbf among the

of

Bangladesh is but a natural re
flection of his phi hy and
tireless struggle for the
Liberation of enslaved people

Hia art of rommanding an air
force squadron in the ! ish
civil war, a regl-

ment in the Alsaee Lorraine
B to liberate Strasbourg
I:f.k his participation as a
foot soldier against the Nazi
Germany evoked so much of
spontaneous thy for the
people of Ba desh that he
WAS €vVen rea to raise an

international l&ldﬂ to fight
in our Liberation

This ofler of Andre Malraux
to fAght along the freedom Night.
ers of Bangladesh was conveyed
o me lor transmission o our

government. This happened In

LUNGA delegates for Bangladesh
As his deputy. | was entrusted
with the charge of the Mission
during his absence

From our resident mission
in London we covered not only
the UK, which was the largest
concentration of

outside . but almost
the whole of E . The pur-
pose was to bring to vari
ous and * the
plight of Ba shis in the
then East Pak and to seek

diplomatic and material sup-
port for their struggle for inde.
pendence

It was a memorable occasion
for me to have met Andre
Malraux, the living idol for the
cause of the liberation ol colo
nial and down-trodden masses

in vast areas all over the globe. |
was both elated and a -
sive about the : When |
reached his small but stately
home in his village | was ush-
ered in by a pleasant-looking
middie-aged lady. | took her for
an interpreter. and haps the
house-keeper She to
be Malraux's secretary. com-

panion and friend. Soon a tall
and di hed man

entered the room and ted
me | replied courteously and
looked to the lady eX -

pecting her to interpret. There
Was an silence all
around. albeit for a moment
The lady did not know English
well enough to interpret. | had
to carry on the entire conversa-
tion in French. It was uncom-
fortable. though not entirely
unsatisfactory Malraux helped

his consideration to speak
m!y and laudibly

Malraux enquired about the
current situation In our coun
try the state of the guerilla war
fare there. sources of our logis-
tical and material support. atti
tude of various rountries to our
rayyae arwl abhewe 3] the sl

being and the t of re

lease of Bangladesh's captive
leader Shaikh Mujibur
Rahman | was and

answered him as satisfactorily

as it was

Malraux listened intentl
und asked what was the at

of the French government. |
replied that y t the
government of the land of the
F‘l‘ll French Revolution was yet
o show support for out legiti-
mate aspirations for realising
the lofty principles of libert
and Iindependence. | added,
however . t the French gov-

Jyot1 Basu’s Dhaka Visit, Water Issue
and PM’s Visit to New Delhi

This country needs water. All the contacts in this regard between
the governments in Dhaka and New Delhi will culminate in the

since the central issue that re-
volves around the visit is no
less than the "Farakka issue’
which is inextricably linked

with political scenario ol
Bangladesh since its outcome

covering the waler issue
the parameters of Eh;{l%m
India relationship. e visit

takes place just' prior to the
expected visit ol prime minister
Sheikh Hasina to India next
month. There have been reports
that the prime minister will
pay the visit to the Indian
capilal in the first week of
Devember. Finalisation of the
dates-will much on the
outcoine of the visit of Mr. Basu.

lowever, the visit of
Bangladesh prime minister to
India in the near future is a set-
tlexd matter that has been de-
cidvd following several high
level contacts between the two
couniries in addition to the
mesings at levels on the
watcer issue. Fore minister
Abdus Samad Azad had been in
New Delhi recently for talks
with his Indian count 1.K.

Gujral while he had been to Cal-
culla earlier for talks with the
Wesl Bengal chiefl minister.
Water resources minister Mr.
Abcliir Razzak was also in the

| thank Mr. Mollison as the
head of a donor organisation to
have made this “unconven-
tional®~ comment which one
hopes will lead to other such
transparent cxprenlunl on
child Ea

The Dnl:ty Star's initiative
to give impetus to freedom of
expression on this debate is
significant in view of the fact
that the MoU is a debatable is-
sue in relation to CRC.,

In response to Mollison's
referenﬂ: to lack of a movement
un n poniliun I am in

t it should be thlt
the MnIJ was considered as a re-
sult of: *

Firstly of a western ott,
supposedly engineered by the
forces of international market.
Secondly, it was a result of a
donor/ drive to see that jus-
tice was done to the retrenc
child and education given to the
retained child.

Nevertheless what happened
to the 40.000 children. mostly
rls, who were summarily
ismissed from the factories
should have been a major cause
of concern Lh: cotters
and the Mol .
That this is under
the carpet %Wm for
many lations, such as: Are
the chi still there in sub-
contracted units? Have the
children taken more hazardous
and abusive jobs?
As someone said about a re-
trenched garment girl-child
worker: “She used to sew clothes

#ﬁul‘ﬂ takes them off for a

living.”

outcome of Mr Basu's visit and this will facilitate the visit of

Bangladesh PM to India and reaching an accord with premier

Indian capital for discussions
witly Indian ite member
Jansshwar Mishra about a
month ago. All these contacls
wer: preceded by high level vis-
its lrom India — first by foreign
secvetary Salman Haider as

spevial envey of the Indiaw |

privve mimster H.D. Deve
Gowla immediately after a new
government was formed in this
couniry following the general
elecnions. That was followed up
by the wisit of Indian external
allairs minister Mr. Gujral to
Dhaka.
1he visit of the Bangladesh
foreign minister to the capital
ol West Bengal and talks with
the  hiel minister on the water
issiie had drawn criticisms
fron the critics ol this govern-
metil and some other quarters.
Thev said diplomatic behaviour
warianted that such talks could
lake place only between
erminent and government e
the com t state authorities
or the chiel minister can take
par! but not as a full-fledged
side But the government said
the visit was not devoid of pro-
tocol niceties and that the gov-
erninent was moving with all
oul seriousness to secure water
and 1he West Bengal chiel min-
ister occupied an important po-
sition in the entire water-re-
lated scene for manifold rea-
sons The t found va-
lidity and usefulness in the
visil while the country’s I'nn_zl'i_ﬁn
secrelary was also there. e
opposition views this from dif-
lerent angle. All these are natu-
ral m a pluralistic pattern of
lﬁ jovernance and the issue would
nally be judged in terms of
achu-vtment of water which

this rountry se vitally needs.
West Bengal chiefl minister
Jyoli Basu has grown more im-
poriant and enjoys greater clout
it lns country since his visit
here cight years ago. He is a key
figirr= currently in the natienal
Hiticsdm India and (his cai be
udéd from the fact that he
almost become, the priml
minister of the country
months ago when ll:n Unll‘ﬂl'

front governmenl '
The Commmunist
(CPM) is Il_l preu:nl

government hl not taken
part in this unlike the CPI
which has joined the govern
ment as its veteran parﬁamr.n—
tariam Inderjit Gupta is now the
home minister of India. Had the
CPM central working commit-
lee in a razor-thin ma not
voted against joining the gow-
ernment, Mr. u would hm.nr.
been in South Bloc today. |
any case, his position in lhc
present coalition government
remains important and he has
a big say in its functioning. Be-
sides. in the water issue, the
views of West Bengal is well
taken by the central E:v:rn
ment since the Farakka Bar-
rage is located in this state
which has its opinion on the
%lanul}r and consumption of

e Ganges water and ways to
augment the dry season flow of
the river.

Mr. Basu is accompanied by
two important ministers of the
state and the chief secretary
while Indian foreign secreta
Salman Haider had talks wit
him in Calcutta on the water is-
sue. There has been a flurry of
contacts between Calcutta and
New Delhi on the matter belore

This may or may not be triw.
But there is evidence to sugpest
that sex abuse is a polential
danger in child labour more so
when the child is retrenched

from a well paid service without

rehabilitation. NGOs could be
urged to invest in surveys and
sh data so as to inform the
public as well as to caution the
int:rnaliunal buyers from
making hasty sanctions that in
fact Sgn against the CRC.
me economists in our
coun share the view with
Debapriya Bhattacharya (BIDS)
that ‘Eﬂ mchl clause In
bilatera relations as
trade re:nediea although diffi-
cult to prove) are prompted by
projectionists interests of the
industrialised countries.”

It is true that Bangladesh is
“"developing” on donor assis-
tance, But certainly we the citi-
zens and the government of
Bangladesh could act more

1 in directing donors to

une their generosity on advo-
cacy research and campaigns
that bring to surface the macro
and micro causes of child
labour in the Third World. We
need to appreciate Ahmed and
Mollison of whorn s st

an enquiry into a participatory
doner and partner relation-

ship.
Khursheer! Erfan Ahmed
Dhaka

Why should anyone
Sir, Iltrlludllﬁll Khan's re-

BT Wy Suar 0911

not surprise me the
mﬂﬂcmnl}udmn the
m-m&%—(

& DFOs evnkr 1no sympathy
The "Armed g
rule forest, nu afforestation
10 pearu * True, but whom do
ngs take orders
l'rum nr buw to. and why
only 10 years. there has been
no real afforestation for over 40
\ 'ars — almost all "afforesta-
1on" have been restricted to
iiles and voluminous reports.
Anyone who has travelled ex
tensively from 1950 onwards in
the so-called forest areas will
testify to the ive horror
of bare hills, land and
degraded slopes of Chittagong
Division which constituted al-
most 75
in 1947,
Let me put some pertinent
estions to the forest as
| have been doing for the last
10-12 years without a single re-
from them.

l.mminnﬂprdltfortht
'gangs’ in just felling tree
‘Fﬁcu must be taken to the ur-
ban markets. Logs are huge
thi n:guirin; trucks, boats,
roa a lot of equipment,
capital and manpower. All the
rivers. streams, r:d;ym;::
highways are mann t
ever rinnt forest pollct and
other ana check-posts ev-
erywhere. The forest officials
have confirmed that they do not
allow felling except under ex-
ceptional circumstances. So
hmr come the timber markets
every urban area is simply
hulm with logs to the extent
rurldl in many
cases? Ha'lr do they get to the
markets?
2. Is it possible for one to
reap what one sows? To elabo-

rate: if a person
his own land with h

per cent of our forests

:

,w 1o India.
o be

- labnur and mﬂ:y can hc har—

Deve Gowda, writes Z_lEIl] Ahmed Chwdhu_rz

Mr. Basu's visit here. He has
s4id in Caleutta that a perma-
nent accord on sharing the wa-
ters of the Ganges is unllh:ljr
this time and a two yenru

ing lormula is likel
plare during Bargta tsh 1|,rrrh'-m.'-

alsofpemains to be

Bangladesh is favouring
mnml solution ul’ the prob-

and an accord to this tnd

before the next dry season.
which is in January. Hence is
the urgency lor signing an ac-
cord in December Water re-
sources minister Abdur Razaak
said things were %
and a resolution of the
issue can be found on the basis

of two earlier agreements — of
1974 and 1977. F minis-

ter Abdus Samad and his
Indian counterpart ke m
litical will to solve pr

and exuded optimism.

India is the upper riparian
country in all the three major

river systems — Ganges.
Brahmaputra and Htf na
(GBM) — of over
90 per cent of the annual flow of
the GBM system originates out-
side Bangladesh. The location

ol Bangladesh vis-a-vis ag‘.ﬂ—
ble consequences in the nee
of water is well understood. The
absence of any sharing ar-
rangement on the Ganges water
h::lwm;.n the two cu}u:ﬁnlrics fu:[
several years since ( ‘

mcnmrglridun! of lhctf.mgcr-
standi to the 1977,
accord has put this country is a
disadvantaged pu:itiun.
Bangladesh has a large Ganges
Dependent Area IGDM and no

and sell the trees

w!thnut hindrance from any- .
one? If not. why? What rules,
regulations, laws and proce-
dures must be observed to har-
vest one's trees and how
would thqr take? What are the
‘expenses’ involved? How many
pairs of shoes will wear out to
get such permission?

-, i Thc forest department has

recently come up with a new
confidence trick. are to be
planted in the coastal areas.

alongside roads. railways,
canals etc., which the people of
the localities will look after
and on maturity receive 50 per
cent of the proceeds. What a
rosy picture depicted in the TV
ads! But who will decide when
the trees are mature? Who will
dn the actual ftllin.g and sell-
Who will fix the rh:'e?
and how do thg
507 And 50 per t?’ Is
it not just a.nnthﬂ method of
ensuring juicy windfalls for the
next generation of Forest Stafl?
| am sure no answers will be

article and briefs written by me
on the state of our forests over
the last decade. At the risk of
myself the new reader

* in the Indian capital dver®
“Mim

ernment had. indeed, been con-
m:mhﬂrmu'm al-
me to be received
:ad]r though,
Moreau.
Asia Division at the Quai d
say. the French Foreign Office
Malraux shook his head. as
if to indicate his t

ment at the Frmmﬁnuﬂm_
European governments hesita-
tion to support

. He
spoke about some of his
ences in Liberation Wars and
stated that he would be
to raise ;ﬂ brigade
Bangladesh join our
ing people to liberate our mﬂd:t I
was stunned. delighted to no
end and became hless.
Somehow | mutt SOme ex-
pression to thank him and
promised to convey his
offer to our government by
speediest means possible at that
time. He was h and es-
corted me. despite my loud
protestations. to the verandah
outside While | was his
hands for the last time
departure. his gaze became fixed
to the lapel of jacket where a
small metallic adesh flag

had been pinned. |
took it out of mvm

pinned it onto the lapel of the
great man with a curious look.
His face flashed. flashed with
the happiness of a child the
sight of which | shall never for-

| visited Malraux once more
at Verrier le Buisson. after we
became citizens of
nation. the then
Foreign Minister. Dr. Kamal
Hossain Malraux also paid a
four visit to an

in 1973 in

to an official invitation of the

overnment of Bangladesh.

at was an unmistakable

o unity ;wideﬂ to the

to in an
eminent personality in his
sevenities who was

even to
make the supreme sacrifice for
the people

this country.

for

doubt a reasonable quantum of
water is critically important to
this country for its survival
Polemics often gqueer the
(tch of negotiations. What is
imiportant is that this country
needs the waler at least to its
nunimum requirement. All the
conlacts between the two new
governments in Dhaka and New
Delhi wall eulminate in the out-
come ol Mr Basu's visit and
this will facilitate the visit of
Bangladesh prime minister to
India at an early date and in

reaching an accord with pre-
mier Deve Gowda

As someone who has wit-
nessed the ol the 1977
accaord and closely followed the
senes of Indo-Bangladesh Lalks
al difierent levels both here and

| beliete
ical will .1nd the intention I.n
m&: ml:;lem counstitutes

to settie F'd:"'
lems since nothing is insur-
mountahble in rdnl.ilnl belween

sovereign T a positive
spirit guides parieys. Water
issue han heen always con-
tentious both na

internationally hut

solveable as il is clear h

BE-

to delink the Ganges

water sharing issue from any

roposal for a the

Ro-dthtﬂmm will
only consume time

Once the sharing issue is set-

tled to the satisfaction of the

parties concerned. more par-
ticularly the disadvantaged
one. this may open up much

that international amﬁnn:
would be available as evident

stakes on a vital area
scale.

Human Righ_ ts or even the Law
of Gravity ! Without any rel: r-
ence to me. the pormit issued
was for a ﬁmTh ] 1;!' the
tity applied e Forest
thus knew more than me about
my plantation and needs. Since
there was no logical way for me
to harvest my trees and in the
face of threats (my son was
beaten up in broad day light) to
my family 1 was f Lo even-
tually abandon a 1-2 crore taka
nhn'-piﬁi‘t of agro-forestry
which was nominated for the
restigious Rolex Award in
984. | moved to Dhaka in 1992.

Within three months all my

trees were felled and sold by el-

ements who must have

passed the dozen check-posts

without hindrance on payment
of the requisite "Salami® No
permits required by
dently! Not content with that
the Forest Dept has
cupi
plantation without any
of any kind on the

Was emhhm on

lﬂ ter

Conservator
(incidentally a personal friend)
in July
unanswered

them evi-

'II""
my
notice
that |
land.
for E:Im? A
and protest
the Chiel
Forests

ed a large chunk

al int

sent 1o

of
still
Will someone in authority at

1995% remains

the present administration
take some action before it is too
late? Will future geferations

have to o Mmuseums o see
trees if the present trend con-
tinuwes”

S Sikander Al
Shyamoli

Dhakn



