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Dr Milon's wife
meets PM

SE
DSE price index

Wife of Shaheed Dr Shamsul

Alam Khan Milon and his mi-
nor daugh
Minister Sheikh Hasina al her
office yesterday. Mahmuda
Alamm Kabita and her seven

and-a-hall-year-old daughter.
ime
Minister for some time Hasina

Shaina, stayed with the

enquiired about their well-be
ing. reports UNB.

Queen Sophia
leaves Dhaka

Pueen Sophia of Spain left
< Sop pa

Dh

gﬂmte visit to Bangladesh
rameen Bank Managin

Director Prof Mohamma

Yunus saw her off at the Zia

international Airport at 2:10
m. During her tour ol
ngladesh., the 58-year-old
Spanish Queen
mul of Rajshahi
m ajgan] and some
sites of Grameen Bank projects.
reporis UNB.

Bus strike in
Sylhet continues
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Nov 27: Bus service

:-mﬁ:tnm lor “l::
a

third day today. Transpert
owners began the strike protest-
mg the Lo some vehicles
by villagers death of
two sons. Al a meetling

. the OWNETS

to continue the strike
for an indefinite de-
manding action against the at-
tackers. The district adminis-
tration of Sylhet has called a
meeting to discuss the situation
tomorrow.

Khuilna dist AL
confce today
From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Nov 27: A confer-
ence of the Khulna district
Awami will be held at
the Hadis Park here tomorrow.
Health and Family Welfare
Minister Salahuddin Yusuf will
inaugurate the conference.

Mongia Port workers

postpone strike
From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Nov 27: Mongla
Port workers have postponed
their strike till December 3 fol-

ter called on Prime |

after a six-day

visited different

e

15 1403 BS.
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'Water accord may be

signed next month

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is expected to sign a wa-
ter-sharing accord with India
sometime next month in New
Delhi.

This was stated by Addi-
tional Foreign Secretary Tariq
Karim while briefing newsmen
at the end of official talks
between the visiting Chief
Minister of the Indian state of
West Bengal Jyoti Basu and
Bangladesh Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad at state
guest house 'Padma’ yesterday
evening.

adesh and West al
officials indicated that further
talks will be held during the
five-day stay of the Chief
Minister.

Samad Azad was assisted in
the talks by Water Resources
Minister Abdur Razzak,

By Staff Correspondent

Foreign Secretary Faroo
Sobhan, Water Resources an
Irrigation Secretary ATM
Shamsul Huda, Bangladesh
High Commissioner to India
CM Shafi Sami, Additional
Foreign Secretary Ahmed Tariq
Karim and Director General in
the Foreign Ministry Shamim
Ahmed. The talks lasted over
an hour.

Jyoti Basu were assisted by
West Bengal Home, Information
and Cultural Secretary Dev
Bhattacharaya. Finance Minis-
ter Dr Ashim Das Gupta and
Indian High Commissioner to
B esh Deb Mukerjee.

en accosted by newsmen
at the end of meeting. Bagy said
he would not say anything.

Tariq Karim said that the
discussions focused on the

sharing of the Ganges water.

He said Jyoti Basu has not
come Lo negotiate. "We nﬁol.lntf
with the ment of India.
The West Bengal chief minis-
ter's visit is a goodwill visit. He
has come at the invitation of
the government of Bangladesh.
His visit will have a very valu-
able input in the final negotia-
tions which we will have with
the %{;:trnmcnt of India.”

said the discussions were
held in a frank and cordial at-
mosphere and there certainly
was "some forward progress”,

Karim emphasised that
"Bangladesh was seeking a
permanent solution. We have
reiterated our sition to the
West Bengal chief minister.”

When asked about Basu's
remarks in Calcutta about a

two-year agreement, he said.
See Page 12 Col 7
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Foreign Minister Abdus Samad Azad receiving West Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti Basu a
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the Zia International Airport yesterday
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see how much
can be done
to resolve water
issue : Basu

By Staff Correspondent

Chui}:l' Minister of the Indian
state ol West Bengal Jyoti Basu
has said both the central £V+
ernment of India and his state
government are sympatheti-
cally examining the water

lem of Bangladesh and are
making attempts to reach a so-
lution.

"We were in the process of
finding avenues towards its
resolution. However, it has to be
accommodated taking into
consideration the difficulties of
both sides.,” he told newsmen
immediately after his arrival

terday afternoon at the Zia
nternational Airport.

Basu said, "We all know that
the Padma in Bangladesh is

drying up” and with its

up. some districts like Ram

are in the grip of serious crisis.
"Although we already know

something ol the water related
See Page 12 Col 3
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PM wants retrial for Dr Milon's killing

Help promulgate law for
summary trial of killers

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday sought coop-
eration from all in promulgat-
ing a new stringent law to en-
sSure su trial for killing
and said no killer should go
scol-free, reports UNB.

"New law is required for
S trial for killings. partic-
ularly in educational institu-
tions,” she said to the
trial of the Dr Milon murder
case in which none was pun-
ished.

"l want retrial and reinvesti-
ation of the killing of Dr
ilon.” the Prime Minister said

while a_function at
the Dhaka M al College on
the oecasion of inaugurating

~dbic. Shaheed Dr Shapved Alans

Khan Milon auditorium.

She said the killers are to be
awarded caEltal punishment.
Those who kill people should
not go scot-free, she told the
function.

Sheikh Hasina said mystery
still shrouded the killing of Dr
Milon. "The killers of Dr Milon
are yet to be punished.”

She regretied that three gov-
ernment, including two care-
taker ones, were in r after
Milon's death, bait lm mystery
over the killing was not unrav-
elled.

A teacher of the Dhaka Med-
ical College and leader of the
Bangladesh Medical Assecia-
tHon Dr Milon s shot Aead in

b h g | r L
e Dhaks U.,rg'fr_f_i__: Y .ATER A

the fag-end of anti-Ershad
movement on this day in 1990,

The Prime Minister said
many a Kkillings had taken
place. including those on the
campus. but the killers still re-
mained at large and out of reach
of the law. Bloodshed still con-
tinues in the educational insti-
tutions. she noted

Paying rich tributes to the
memory of Dr Milon, the Prime
Minister said his (Milon) sacri-
fice hastened the fall of the au-
tocrat and helped establish a
democratic process in the
cou ;

She also mentioned the
names of these whe laid down
thedr Mves in the amti sutocracy

e e AT T

T

Khaleda leaves
for S Arabia

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the tion Khale-
da Zia left Dhaka erday
mor: ng for Savrdi Arabia for
treatment, UNB.

She will stay there for a
couple of weeks and receive
treaimen! for arthritis in her
leg at the King Faisal Hospital
in adh. %

BNP Chief was accom

panied by her son Tareq Rah-
man, former B ladesh Am
bassador to Sa Arabia Mir

Muhammad Nasir Uddin and
his wife Dalla Naznin Nasir
Begum Zia's Private Secretary
Mossadek Ali and his wife
Mahbuba Sultana

Begum Zia and her entourage
will stay in the Saudi capital as
Royal guests. party sources said

A large number of HNP lead
ers and workers including Ab
dul Mannan Bhulyan, s
Salam Talukdar, Khandaker
Delwar Hossain, M Shamsul s
lam, K M Obaidur Rahman
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury
Col (Retd) Akbar Hossain
Sadeq Hossain Khoka and
Amanullah Aman saw their
party chief off at ZIA
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I':...uprlnnn and Leader of the Opposition 1n

Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia talking to senior party
leaders at the Zia International Airport yesterday before

her departure for Saudi Arabia

— Star photo

No move yet to survey arsenic affected areas

-old natural canal
lied up near the pro-
posed Shabeed Buddhijibi Sm-
riti Saudha at Rayer Bazar in
the city to construct a truck
termunal. Dhaka City Corpora
ton (DCC) sources said

An
may be

A project pr i thus re-
has alre been sent to
the Nagar Bhaban from the

DCC's zonal office 6 at Kawran
Bazar

The flow of the canal. locally
known as Kaittar Boro Khal
will be cut off about a hundred

yards from the proposed Smrit

Saudha
The canal. about ten miles

long. has been serving as a vital

source ol Irriganion waler
providing lor pisciculture and
waler lransport

By Staff Correspondent

secondary connection between
the Turag river and the Burig-
anga via Mohammadpur and

Rayer Bazar [t has also been a
and

facilinies 1o
hundreds of e i the area
as well as boatmen who bring
merchandise to the capital
from different parts of the

country

Locals fear that the DCC's
proposed project will not only
dry off the area but also spoil
the surroundings around the
Smiriti Saudha

" they go ahead with the
filling of the canal, more than

Rayer Bazar canal may be filled
up to construct truck terminal

tenn thousand families will be
affected. Moreover, the whole
area will lose its natural
beauty” said Nuru Mia, a busl-
ne-ssiman and resident of Bosila.
Soiue others in the area pointed
oul tha! the terminal could be
made somewhere on the north-
ern side towards Adabor with-
mitl affecting the surroundings
nach.

When contacted. an official
ol the DCC s engineering section
said that he was aware of such a
project in city s Amin Bazar but
nol in Rayer Bazar or Moham
madpur area This correspon
dent was then advised Lo con-

See Page 12 Col B

A Tk two crore project . un-

dertaken joint the gov-
ernment and :Le%l'ﬂc to
conduct a survey in the arsenic-

affected areas across the coun-
try is yet to take off. according
to official sources

The 20-member Steerin
Committee headed Healtk
Minister Salahuddin Yousauf for
i tation of the project
failed to hold any even
after two weeks of its s
tion. the sources said.

The number of arsenic-af-

whmﬂtr&.hb—
patients have been
in 17 districts so far.
to Dr Abdul Wadud

i EEE

- 1

National Institute of Ph
and Social Medicine (NI ).

Star Report

ical

Dr Khan is also a member of
the Steering Committee
Sources at the Dhaka Com-
munity Hospital (DCH) also
claimed that some doctors of
the hospital identified 66 ar-
senic  affected patients in
Pabna and Kushtia during
their ficld study in October last.

Arsenic toxicity has been
found im t waters in
Bagerhat, Khulna. Satkhira,

Meherpur. lu:hua'lhﬁl':hu. -

jshahi. Chapainawabgan).
Narayanganj.

mhi?rm.'m —

Permissible level of arsenic
in water is 0. 05 ppm, accor
lo experts The Atomic Energy

Commission found the level of
arsenic at between 1.5 and 2

I? lt:jt:wll waters in dis-
tricts bordering West Bengal
according to the sources
Reasons behind the arsenic
loxicity were yet to be ascer-
tained, they said that re-
search facilities in this regard
in the country were poor
Dr Khan also said that his
«ﬁn.mﬂ“ has established col-
laboration with the School of
Environmental Studies in Jad-
abpur University of India and
that some doctors of NIPSOM

have alre received trainit
there on .f:l,utntnl of lr-tnni!

!
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Currency smuggling
2 arrested Biman

staff confess at
CMM s court

By Staff Correspondent

Police yeslerday arrested a
flight purser and a crew of
Biman for their alleged in-
volvement in smuggling out
foreign currency worth about
Tk 2.78 crore through the Zia
International Airport last July.

Police said flight purser
Mohammad Nuruzzaman was
arrested from the citly's
Mohammadpur area while crew
member Mahmudul Huq was
picked up from Uttara.

They were produced before
the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court and were
placed on a 5-day remand.

Police said the two arrested
Biman stafl confessed their in-

volvement in the currency
smugqng and gave confes-
siona statlements under

Section 164.
__They comfessed that they
Ser Page 12 Col |

Contaimn terrorism.
Hasina asks

partymen
By Staff Correspondent

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina yesterday asked
party leaders and workers to
play an active role in contain-
ing terrorism and reiterated her
government's firm determina-
tion that terrorists irrespective
of their y affiliation would
be brougit to book.

“Our main goal is to contailn
lerrorism and establish the
of law,” Hasina said while de-
livering her presidential speech
at a joint meeting of the party’s
Mstrict units and front organi-
sations held at the Interna-
tional Conference Centre (1CC)
in the city

The leaders ol AL units from
Dhaka and adjoining districts
and various (ronl organisa
tons attended the meeting. says
A preas release

The meeting discussed the
programmes (o celebrate the
silver jubllee of Independence
and the ALs planned grand
rally in the city on December |

Sheikh Hasina told the

See Page 12 Col 2

Costly runs
Sports Reporter

Two Sri Lankan star crick
eters — Arjuna Ranatunga and
Sanath Jayasuriya — who came
o the ¢ on Sunday to play

for Dhaka Mohammedan Spor-
ting Club in the Damal Smriti
cricket tournament,
capital yesterday.
Both players

left the

ayed lor Mo
hamunedans in the first semifl-
nal on Monday which they lost
to Agrani Bank by 53 runs. I
was learnt that the two Sri
Lankans received 2 000 US
dollars each for their single ap-
pearance al the Dhaka Sta-
dium scored 38 runs,
which proved rather costly for
MSC . It was further learnt that
the two Sri Lankans. who re-
ceived over four thousand Laka
per run, will play a few matches
in the Premier league for the
black and whites.

affected patients.

Stressing the need for pre-
ventive measures nst ar-
senic toxicity, Dr Khan said.
that his department has already
developed a [filter to purify
arsenic contaminated water.

Dr Mujibul Hug. Head of the
Dermatology epartment,
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal, when contacted said that

with proper medication and ac- |

cess to pure drinking water, ar-
nl:::j:m patienis can be
cu titis important to
take advice Immht e s al
the early stage. Medicine for
this is scarce now and steps
have been taken to make those
avatlable, he said.

o,
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Protesters force closure |
of trading at DSE,

no business at CSE

By Staff Correspondent

Demonstrations by kerb
market operators [orced clo-
sure of share trading at the
Dhaka Stock Excha (DSE)
within an hour of business
while floor trading remained
suspended for the second day
yesterday at the Chittagong
Stock Exchange (CSE).

Protesting alleged manipu-
lation in the DSE and slide in
the share prices. the demon-
strators gave lhe government
and the DSE authorities three
day's time to "normalise the
situation® and fulfil their 11-
point demand.

The kerb market share
iraders rallied under the banner
of a newly fleated organisation
named Out-market Share
Traders' Association where a
pvrogramme for a day-long

demonstration in front of the

DSE building on December 1
WAas lﬂl‘lﬂllllﬂﬂd

Their demands include fur-
ther loweri of the circuit
breaker from 5 per cent to 2.5
per cent when it declines and
imposition of restriction on is-
suance of primary shares, re-
sumption of bank loan against
share certificate. punishment
of those ble for 'I‘urging"_
share certificate, stoppage o
discriminatory attitude to-
wards kerb market eoperators
by the DSE members and set-

?nfadlqﬂn board at the

ting
lﬁ trading situation on the
oo the brief trading
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MBBS admission tesf

‘rules to be changed

By Ripon Baig

The authorities have decided
to change some of the rules for
admission test in the 13 gov-
ernment medical colleges.

Prof AKM Nurul Anwar, Di-
rector of the Medical Education
in the Directorate of Health,
told this correspondent that
under the changed rules, viva
poce examination will no more
be required for admission in
the medical colleges. Earlier, it
carried 10 marks.

Marks distribution for the
written examination will re-
main unchanged. Out of the to-
tal 100 marks. 30 marks each
will be for Physics, Chemlllrg
and Bio remaining |
marks will be for English.

Four per cent the SSC
marks and six per cent of the
HSC marks will now be added to
the total marks secured in the
written test. It was filve per cent
earlier

Students obtaining a total of
at least | 300 marks in the SSC

Tigers poisoned
as sequel to
‘rivalry between
Zoo staff’

By Staff Correspondent

The four Bengal
which died at the lepi.lm

recently were poisoned to death
as a sequel 1o an internal con-
flict between two rival groups of
the Zoo stafl over “financial
gains ~

This was said In a confes-
sional statement by one of the
nine arrested Zoo stafl yester-
day. police said
mm: 'hl.'.k.-trc, ':h"l! Branch (DB) of

ice ich is investigati
the Zoo incident is now :: tl‘r::!
V;lt of finding out from where
t poison was procured and
I'Hl;' it was administered, police
sald .

Alek Chan, a caretaker of
animais at the Zoo, made the
confessional statement in pres-
ence of a Metropolitan Magis-
trate yesterday. Alek was

See Page 12 Col 6

| Manzur murder case

L.t Col Mostafa
Kamaluddin freed

Lt Col (retd) Mostala Ka
maluddin Bhuiyan, one of the
accused in the Manzur
murder case who was allowed
bail by Additional Sessions and
District Judge. Dhaka on Tues-
day was released yesterday, re-
ports BSS

Hhulyin was arrested on
June 15 last year in connection
with Manzur murder case. He is
one of the five iccul:“ﬂtl"
with former president -
shad in the case

and HSC examinations will be
eligible for the admission test.
Prol Anwar said.

Those who passed the SSC
and HSC examinations in 1993

and 1995 can also apply for the
admission test a with the
regular students. No number

will be deducted in case of such
lar students, he said.

e admission tests will be
held after Eid-ul-Fitr, sources
in the Directorate said.

There is a total of 1450 seals
in the 13 mmnt “n:glcall
colleges. The t ica
mmm have lmh each
having 150 while the five new
colleges have 250 seats, 50 in

each. _

The old medical
. Chit-

Dhaka Medical
imullah Medical
tagong Medical College, My-
mensi Medical College. Ra-
shahi ical Co . Sylhet
AG Osmani Medic Culrege
Ser Page 12 Col 7
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HC 1njunction on
promotions to
posts of jt secy

By SC Correspondent

The High Court yesterday is-
sued an injunction restraining
the government f[rom giving
promotions to the posts of joint
sccrctarr on the basis of the 'se-
niority list' dated November 3
and giving ante dated seniority
to the Industrial Management
Service officers a in the
BCS Administration Cadre.

A Division Bench of the HC
comprising Justice M M Hoque
and Justice M A Matin also di-
rected the government not to
consider the question of pro-
motions to the posts of joint
sec only in ce of
the letter dated 24,
purporting to hold the meeting

See Page 12 Col 6

’No need to
import rice
. this year’

The country will not w
to import rice tt:urf
ing increase in uction, re-
ports BSS.

This was stated at :.nd
on lood management stor-
age at the food ministry with

ture, Food and
nt Minister Begum

Motia Chowdhury in the chair.

The meeting discussed the
current food position in the
country.
it was informed in the

ernment m: Eﬂ: l:] m

9 thousand metric tons of food-
ins. The present stock of
oodgrain was also termed as

See Page 12 Col 2

Prof Igbal Mahmud
takes over as
BUET VC

Prof Igbal Mahmud took
over as Vice-Chancellor of the

Sanget Uy

Technology

S repert BR

Dr Igbal Mahmud, a se-

niormost professor of the
Chemical eering -
ment of the University aced

See Page 12 Col 2
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