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Bangladesh '

Technology and Sustainable
Economic Development

Rokonuzzaman
roko@engr. mun.ca
St John's Canada:

We are aware of the impor-
tance of technology to the eco-
nomic development of a nation.
Technology life cycle (TLC)
passes through a number of
phases like development, appli-
cation. lauch, growth, maturity,
and degradation. High risk and
negative return on investment
(ROI) are the attributes of early
three phases. Most of the ROI is
made in growth and maturity
phases of a targeted technology.
In the technology degradation
phase, the labor component of
products has comparable value
to that of the knowledge or
technology component.

Here, the ROI is much lower
than the growth or maturity
phase.

At this stage. companies {or
countries) of the developed
world either license that to the
3rd world manufacturers or
setup their own plants in those

low income countries to get ~

benefit of low wages. If 3rd
world countries including
Bangladesh follow this ap-

h as means of econ-
imic development. a little (or
nojbenefit will be gained in the
long run. It does not mean that |
am objecting to foreign invest-
ment, rather | am trying to ex-
plain the prospect of sustain-
able economic development fol-
lowing this policy. Initially.
investing huge unutilized hu-
man resources in labor inten-
sive work these countries will
show good GDP growth for cou-
ple of years then the growth will
decline. Payment for debt in-
curred to provide adequate in-
frastructure facilities for rapid

{for artificiallindustrialization
and loss due to environmental
pollution may be higher than
the benifit gained from little
ROI of degraded technology.

In parallel to foreign in-
vestment, government in coop-
eration with private sector
should select few target tech-
nologies. This selection should
be based on sound economic
analysis. Then through proper
policy, planning. management,
and investment those technolo-
gies should be developed. Gov-
ernment will provide base
founding in three high risk and
negative ROl phases. Govern-
ment will patronize these tech-
nologies by adopting appropri-
ate policy in the lauch phase of
these technologies.

It should be noted that the
government's responsibility is
to patronize private sector to
develop and market targeted
technologies. Government will
get return of her investment in
terms of VAT of new products
and income tax of wages of new
employments. Government will
reinvest a portion of this ROl on
new technologies. As a matter
of fact this is a close cycle sys-
tem. This is the way sustainable
economic development will be
acheived and ROI will be much
higher than the adoption of de-
graded technology from devel-
oped world in terms of foreign
investment and licenseing.

We have to keep in mind that
there is no short cut of sustain-
able economic development. No
foreign investor using their
pension fund is waiting to pro-
vide charity service for us. [t
will be my pleasure to partici-
pate with readers in discus-
sionon on this topic.

Political Strife

Rajib
TEJUJAROHIT®@bah.com
Washington D.C.. USA:

It is with great dismay that
everyday that | read about a
different politial leader being
aticcked /killed. another riot
taking place. or yet another
strilke. At this rmate /it will take
centuries for Bangladesh to rise
as a nation from the 3rd world.

Just today | read about the

opposition leader attempting to

incite the people of Bangladesh
to revolt. What is this? If there

are disagreements as to the

policies of the current regime.
there are peaceful ways to re-

solve them.
But it seems that
Bangladeshi's would soon

rather incite political upheaval
rather than wait until the next
election. This type of internal
strife is nothing but harmful to
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our international image.

Businesses don't want to in-
vest heavily to a country that
may erupt into chaos at appar-
ently any moment. Political
leaders in Dhaka must learn
that the pen is indeed mightier
than the sword. Although it is
not neceesary to agree with the
status quo, violent upheavei is
not the answer.

From an international per-
spective, | feel especially strong
that students have no place in
politics. How can youngsters
with so little experience with
life in general make decisions
on how a country should be run
Why must students deal with
the issues of some political
leader? They should be left to
developing their minds through
education. but then that might
lead to Bangladesh becoming an
industrialized nationth
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Mostafa Quarnrus Sobhan
sobhan@lgu.dc

ke
London, UK:

If anyone asks us where is
your country we say
Bangladesh.The next questions
that follows areToo much
Flood'?,'Too many strikes'?,
'How do you afford to come to
this (foreign)country? This is
the typical sort of questions
that a person from Bangladesh
has to face. Sad, what an
Foreign media and our previous

governments has portrayed.
We all know deep in our soul

that one day we will come out of
this streotyped remarks. We
will control the world Econ-
omy. Probably a lot of people
are thinking that I am dream-
ing, absolutely not..since we are
proudly in possesion of the
hardest working people in the
world. Can anyone show me
where a man can pull a vehicle
around the whloe day with just
a bread as his only food,
nowhere. This is the powerful
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Bangladesh

- My Dream Land
Bangladesh

resource we have, We (the
Bangladeshi's) are still very
young, we are only Twenty Five
years old, and still we have a
long way to go.

Our country is gifted with
Jute and the Garments Sector.
We had our success with the jute
but sadly it fell. But after that
like wildfire Garments came
into the rescue ending up in giv-
ing about 60% of the country’s
export. And now we have the
booming stock-market. If ev-
erything goes right politically,
and if the present trend in the
market continues than we
might pull ourselves out of the
present situation and into a
new era of Business.

The Prime Minister, we have
now, can definitely take us to a
new Horizon, for [ believe that
she has in her what it takes to
be a suceeseful ruler with a suc-
cesful country. She has already
represented herself very nicely
in the U.S. Especially the adver-
tisement that she gave in one of
the News paper.Really amazing,
Her technique [ think is 'give a
little, take a lot’. This technique
of her will definitely attract
multinational companies into
the country because these co-
panies’'s need assurance that
their investment would work or
not.

Now we have all the feed-
backs we need to have a nice

Arlene Getz

apgetz @alo. com
Boston. US

Everybody on the Internet
has a favourite story about the
electronic message that got
away.

There is one about a New
York executive who tried to use
the latest technology to trans-
mit a video of herself stripping
off clothes for a friend — and
ended up pressing a button that
mistakenly sent the revealing
footage to all 400 employees in
her company.

Another case concerns a
man called Andrew. whose elec-
tronic message to Tracee about
how he would “love to kiss your
hose-covered toes” inadver-
tently got posted to a mailing
list of thousands of legal ex-
perts on the global computer
network,

Yet another is about Kraig,
whose passionate message to a
new girlfriend was accidentally
sent to a woman he was trying
to ditch.

Much of the misdirected
mail is harmless. bu! some-
times there can be seriocus
repercussions.

Consider, lor example, the
messages sent by United States
F-16 fighter pilot Scott Zobrist
when his colleague, Captain
Scoot O'Grady. was rescued af-
ter being shot down in Bosnia
last year

Zobrist's message from his
ltalian base was intended for
his air force [riends., and in-
cluded digs about Serbs as well
as sensitive material about ra-
dio frequencies. pillot code

names and weapon loads for
American missions. The mes-
sage went to US bases in South
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country, to work nicely, in or-
der to have nice means of

for the nice people who live in
it.

The JS Circus

Bakhtiar B. Shahjahan
bakhtiars@travelexpert.com
Chicago, IL, USA:

Reading the recent show
downs at the JS has left me in
total awe and utter disgust. The
MF's (AL and BNP) do not de-
serve the all too important task
of governance. They have re-
verted to issues of little or no
significance to the people of
Bangladesh.

The JS must become a
place for ideas and policies to
lead Bangladesh out of the an-
nals of poverty. misery and
mismanagement. O° MPs of the
JS, leave your fermented petty
notions and help devise policies
to get Bangladesh out of this
mess that YOU helped put us in.

Cyberspace
Red faces and security
alerts over e-mail leaks

Computer messages are not as private as they may seem, and
prying eves may be scanning that electronic "postcard” you just
popped into the Internet letterbox. In her latest column for
Gemini News Service on the information superhighway, Arlene
Getz reports on the funny and worrying consequences of mail
falling through the wrong holes in cyberspace.

Korea and Japan and was
somehow relayed to a retired
Australian pilot who posted it
on a world-wide electronic dis-
cussion group about aviation.
The information subse-
quently became available to
millions of Internet users
around the world. Horrified in-
telligence officers have no

doubt the information was
quickly picked up and stored by

military forces in countries
hostile to the US.

Clearly, electronic mail (e-
mail} is less private than its
millions of users — numbers are
growing by an estimated 20 per
cent per vear — would like to be-
leve. ¥ "

E-mafl is a pew forh of
Comimunication — a c and
quick way of contacting col-
leagues and friends around the
world. Users tend to be hastier,
more informal and less discreet
than they would be if commu-
nicating by telephone or letter
They seem to think their mes-
sages will be confidential in cy-
berspace

Recent incidents suggest this
is far from the truth

There are several reasons
for e-mail going astray Most
common Is when a sender in-
correctly addresses a message
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or accidentally triggers his or
her own "carbon copy”™ com-
mand to send the information
to a third party.

There are also occasional
instances where overloaded
networks bounce e-mail to the
wrong parties during a com-
puter system crash. And some-
times, Internet service
providers have access to private
messages if they have to re-
route incorrectly addressed
mail or items ‘“stuck” in the
system.

Less common is the use of
"packet sniffers” — programmes
which monitor large volumes
of electronic messages for key
words and then intercept se-
lected items Although these
can be operated legally only by
law enforeement agencies. there
have been instances where
hackers have used them.

Perhaps the most alarming
notion for e-mail users is the
little-known fact that their
messages can be stored on the
computer back-up tapes of
firms or other organisations
where they have been corre-
sponding with staff members.

The legal implications of
this are profound. Growing
nhumbers of US law firms have
begun to hire® computer
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sleuths™ to delve into company
data bases to retrieve several
years' worth of old messages to
use as evidence in litigation.

In one case, lawyers for a
Massachusetts bank which
bought land contaminated by
hazardous waste established
from an old e-mail message
that the vendor had tried to
conceal the presence of toxic
matter on the site.

Computer activists believe
the only solution to breaches of
privacy is the development of
an effective encryption system
to ‘scramble” e-mail.

Such efforts, however, have
been opposed by Washington
because of US export laws, dat-
ing from the Cold War., which
classify encryption software as
a weapon which cannot be sent
out of the country.

Philip Zimmerman, 41. a
Colorado computer wizard and
the inventor of such a system of
codes, was investigated by the
US Customs Service last year
and harassed when he travelled
abroad because of his decision
to make his programme avail-
able to Intermet users overseas.

Tensions have eased slightly
since then, with the US Postal
Service now testing a "digital
postmark™ — a form of encryp-
tion that it hopes will curb the
tampering of e-mail in cy-
berspace. The device may be of-
fered nation wide some time
next year, but even this is un-
likely to guarantee complete
confidentiality.

Zimmerman warns corre-
spondents to beware of prying

eyes. particularly if messages
are uncoded. "E-mail is like a
posicard.” he says .” Encryption
takes the place of the envelope.”
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Education system in

Bangladesh

Tasmiha Tarafder
tofazzal@fsas. upm.edu. my
Kualalumpur, Malaysia

Though [am young in age
| found the comperism be-
tween Bangladesh and abroad
countries educational system.I
am just 19 years old. | have
been in several countries like
Canada. UK. Now | am staying
in Malaysia with my fam-
ily.Now Malaysia is develop-
ing in a high speed.But twenty
Years ago (it was undevelopt
than Bangladesh.The educa-
tion system in Malaysia is get-
ting better. Every one is getting
education. The job is available
for Malaysian people. Those
who passes Lthe school final ex-
amination they can get agood
job. Butin our the Phd hold-
erp cann't get a job. How shame
for us isn't it.This is our bad
luck.The percentage of educated
people in our country is too lit-

and abroad

tle.But the government is al-
ways shouting that every one
must get education.Our country
is following foreign country but
there not following in the right
way. This the problem of our
country. The primary, sec-
ondary and the higher sec-
ondary educational system! is
worst, The student s don't enjoy
it.The percantage of H.S.C ex-
amination this year is bllow
30.Because the systemn changed
after our test. lam proud of our
former education minis-
ter. What a wonder minister we
had isn't it. There is no politi-
cal stability in our country.
there are violarice everywhere.
But in other countries there is
no student politics and vi-
olance. The government is re-
sponsible for it. One day we
will win. We have 10 take
manifold schemes in this re-

spect.

Go#emmenr decision for
English language

Hans Knutsson
Hans.Knutsson@fek.lu. se
Sweden:

| am very much pleased to
read the news about our
Government's decision regard-
ing the development of
facilities in English language in
all educational institution of
the country.We are
Bangladeshi. Bangla is our na-
tioanl language and we are
proud of to be able to speak in

our mother toung.But we u.l'iunuld
notl lorgel that we need to learn

other language also. Even non-
english speaking nations in dif-
ferent parts of the world accept
English as their second lan-
guage in educational institu-
tions. Here in Sweden also stu-
dents start learning English
language from class 3. We mosly
depend on foreign countries for
all development activites.
English as a second language
will make our nation more ad-
vance and our voung genera-

tions will find theéir way more |,

convepuent ia gbroad if they are
well conversant with the

English language.

Last month while |

was visiting one of my brothers

in Chicago he told me that when
he wrote a paper in the class on
his subject his teacher was very
pleased and looking at him
again and again. Because the
theacher can not believe that it
is he who wrote the paper.The
teacher even asked him as 'have
you written this paper?. In re-
ply he told yes. The teacher was
surprised. | asked my brother
why he was surprised. My
brother told me that the paper
was correct in all respect but as
he can not speak English prop-
erly and his pronuciation is
poor the teacher thought that he
can not write a paper so nicely.

Since 1979 | started my
work in abroad and visited var-
-ious countries of the world and 1
practically found how impor-
tant this language for us. It is
noted that since independence
we became very much poor in
English language. The step of

. the presend gavernment.is . re-

ally a :‘-.'-ﬁ.laifi.;f{fl#t step, by for
students and the na ¥
fhuch appreciate l"lﬂgﬂgll'ﬁ : Eﬁﬁ
hope everybody will welcome
this decison and will take this
issue seriously.

Disclaimer

The Internet is a global medium of communication and
expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
author's own as they appear to all receivers of the Internet.
We reproduce thein authentically to permit our readers to
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