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NEWS BRIEFS

DUTA polis Dec 31

Dhaka University Teachers'
Association (DUTA) election for
the year 1997 will be held on
December 31. Prof Ajoy Kumar
Roy of Physics Department of
the university will conduct the
election, saild a DUTA an-
nouncement last night, reports

o Fake Major
granted bail

Chowdhury Ahmed Parvez
Sohel. a fake Major arrested
from the Prime Minister's of-
fice, was allowed bail when he
Wiis before the CMM's
court yesterday. Parvez tried to
enter the Prime Minister's of-
fice impersonating a major of
Bangladesh Army on Monday.

US embassy
holiday
The American Embassy,

United States Information

Service (USIS). USIS library
and student sETVICE

will remain closed tomorrow

on the occasion of Thanksgiv-

Day. an Ammerican nation
y. reparts UNB.

Fire at mosquito
coil factory

By Staff Correspondent
A fire broke out at the Sheuli
Chemical Works at Jurain un-
der Demra thana in the city yes-
terday morning. Fire service
officials ujl:lu blaze in the
one-story ilding originated
ﬂr:ﬁm a burner alt.li:zl} am. Four
ting vehicles brought
the ‘:5::: under control at
around 7:20 am.

10 hurt as soccer

fans clash

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Nov 26: At least
10 persons were injured in a
clash between two groups of
soccer fans at the here
this afternoon.

Accordi to police, the
clash when the referee
mpmal‘l]r to Abahani Krira

(AKC) against Digontha
Proshary (DP). This penality
shot helped the AKC to win over

AGRAHAYAN 14 1403 BS.

ISLAMABAD, Nov 26: Pakis-
tan's interim government has
fired 40.000 civil servants, all
hired by former prime minister
Benazir Bhutto, news reports
and officials said today, reports
AP.

The sacked employees were
among 200,000 ple hired
during Benazir's three years in
power.

In a move to cut ment
expenses by a whoppi 10 bil-
lion rug:cs (250 million dol-
lars). the interim administra-
tion is empl ., Terg-
ing ministries, selling off gov-
ernment vehicles and eliminat-
inF 2,505 positions, said
Information Minister Ershad
Haqqgani.

As well 491 telephones have
been disconnected which sho-
uld save the government nearly
1 million dollars, he said.

When the president dis-
missed Benazir's government

of over-staffing the government

last November 5, he accused her

and blic corporations with
frlm&u and family.

In the last year, the national
airline alone hired an addi-
tional 1,000 people — all sent to
them by the government — de-
spite the fact that it had been
operating at a loss.

Haqqani said the cutbacks
will not result in any reduction
in service. It wasn't clear which
ministries would be hardest hit,
but it appeared there would be
cutbacks in all 31 government
departments.

The Pakistan government is
the largest single employer in a
country of 140 million people.

In one province, which he re-
fused to name, every minister
had 30 different luxury vehicles
at his disposal.

"I'm horrified to know all
about this, but it is true." he
said.

Benazir has denied the accu-
sations against her.

Her usband, Asif Ali
Zardari, who has been jailed

since the t was dis-
missed, has been at the centre of
most corru scandals.

An intelligence report ac-
quired by The Associated Press
accuses Zardari of over al.aﬂlnﬁ
Euvcrnment departments wit

is personal appointments "in
violation of all rules.”

"A large number of middle
level officers were inducted or
brought on line through hori-
zontal transfers, llleg eleva-
tions and inductions.” said the
intelligence report.

The report runs through
each government department
identifying areas where
favouritism was shown in the
awarding of contracts and ten-
ders as well as jobs given to
friends and relatives.

Zardari was known as Mr 10
per cent during his wife's first
term in office in 1988-90, a ref-
erence to the ed commis-
sions he cha.l'ﬁi usinessmen
wanting to business in
Pakistan.
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Just
like those

V
serve

CALCUTTA. Nov 26: Ailing
Mother Teresa has toild doctors
et me die’ and refused further
medical tests after being admit -
ted to hospital for heart failure
last week. her personal physi-
cian was guoled as saying to-
day. reports AFP.

Cardiologist Ashim Bard-
han told the Times of India

"She keeps repea off and on
Let me die just | those |
seTve

Mother Teresa B6. was how-
ever, moved to a heart care in-
stitute for tests today after suf-
fering further chest pain.

"She has been taken to the
BM Birla Heart Research Centre
at 5:15 pm (1145 GMT)." a Waood-
lands Nursing Home spo-
keswoman said after the Nobel
laureate was carried out on a
stretcher.

See Page 12 Col 3

A kerb market trader trying Lo sell some share certificates near
Motijheel in the city yesterday.

DSE price index
falls by 100 pts

the DSE building at
— Star photo

Star Report

After making a mild recov:
ery this week. the Dhaka Stock
Exchange [DSE) All Share Price
Index slided down by 100 points
yesterday

The slide came in the wake
of Mondays trouble at the
Chittagong Stock Exchange
(CSE). which kept the port city's

share traders oll the floor yes
lerday
As prices o  In the DSE,

trading halted lor lack ol buy
ers barely two hours after the
bourse opened lor business

Some share traders at the
kerb market staged a protest
march However, police watch
ing the sitluation, kept them
away from DSE buillding. not to
allow repeating last week's
noisy protests

They trod down the Moti
jheel Commercial Area. gathe-
red at a rally outside ﬁtlya
Press Club in the evening and
vowed 1o stage demonstrations
outside the DSE today, alleging
inside manipulations by bro
kers causing the price plunge

The dull situation that was
prevalling in the market for the
past two weeks had been com-
pounded by a liquidity crisis
that hit the investors, drying
their funds. brokers said
Liquidity in the market was af-
fected by the ment's dect-
sion last week Lo stop funding
by banks and the ICB for pur-
chase of shares, said.

Trading at the E plum-
meted with only 105000 shares

See rage 12 Col 8

'No floor trading at CSE

due to fresh agitation

From Staff Corresporident

CHITTAGONG. Nov 26; Floor
trading ail the countiry's second
bourse in the port city faced
forved suspension today in the
face of agitation by kerb market
traders.

CSE officials said that trad-
ing had been suspended as the
authorised represematives of
the listed brokers were absent
in the floor fearing a fresh at-
tack by the agitated kerb mar-
ket traders

"But we were to run the
trading floor”. one official said

The brokers representatives
stayed away from the trading
floor after laying siege to Chit-
tagong Stock 'El.changt office
Monday by the kerb market op-

erators.

CSE officials and witnesses
said that the kerb market

traders, today staged demon-
strations and rallies chanting
slogans

Thezre was no report of major
incident of violence. police and
CSE officials said.

._ A large contingent of police
were around the CSE
office ™t Kaspia Plaza at

Agriidad ‘commercial area to
previent amy fresh outbreak of
violence. '

During Monday's incident
ker b traders went on ram
pelting stones at the CSE o
da its wi and
scome vehicles. The agitated
ki*rb traders gheraced the CSE
o!ffice for several hours from |
pm on Monday, alleging ma-
riipulation of the market by
tsome brokers amid a sharp

See Page 12 Col 7
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40000 civil servants 'hi
by Benazir' sacked

Yasmin murder

5 more witnesses
examined : Hearing

resumes Jan 8

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Nov 26: The
Special Court hearing the
Yasmin rape and murder case
today examined five more wit-
nesses.

After the hearing. the court
was adglnumed till January 8 by
the judge upon a petition by
Public Prosecutor Advocate
Gaziur Rahman.

Special Judge Muhammad
Abdul Matin who is also the
District and Sessions Judge of
Rangpur recorded the deposi-
tions of five witnesses today.
They were Korshed Alam, bus
supervisor, Abdus Sobhan, an
employee of the Anjuman-e-
Maﬂdul Islam, Joynto Kumar,
co-passenger of Yasmin, Zobed
Ali, a shopowner and Kamal
Arif Shah Babu, brother-in-law
of Yasmin's houselord.

Earlier, three witnesses
submitted sitions when the
court resumed on Monday.
were Afzal Hossain, senior AS
of CID police and investigation
officer of the case, Yasmin's
mether Sharifa Begum and
Waheda Khatun.

See Page 12 Col 1

Trial of Rao
begins

NEW DELHI. Nov 26: The
trial of former Prime Minister
P V Narasimha Rao o to-
day with an Indian business-
man accusing Rao and his spiri-
tual adviser of t 100,000
dollar but failing to provide a
promised favour. reports AP.

Confined to a wheel chair
because of paralysis of his legs,
Lakhubhai Pathak. a London-
based businessman. pointed his
finger at Rao and Nemi Chand
Jain, known as Chandras-
wamy. when Judge Ajit Bha-
rihoke asked him to identify
the accused. '

Rao listened to Pathak's tes-
timony with his eyes hall
closed. Rao has ple inno-
cent to conspiracy to cheat the
businessman by promising a
ﬂ]ﬂmmt contract.

He is on bail after posting a
100.000-rupee bond,

Rao, the first former or serv-
ing prime minister to face crim-
nay Jiarges in Indig. is ex

red ™ make lvis SHaternent wy |
' the court next month.

The Supreme Court has or-
dered that the trial be com-
pleted within three months. If
comnvicted, Rao faces up to seven
years in prison.

See Page 12 Col 4

Khaleda goes to
S Arabia today
for treatment

BNF chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition Begum Kha-
leda Zia leaves for Saudi Arabia
torlay for treatment. reports
LINB

Begum Zia is scheduled to
leave by a Saudi Night at 11.55
am, parly sources said yester-
day

During her stay in Saudi
Arabla. Begum Zia will receive
treatment lor arthritis in her
leg at the King Failsal Spe-
clalised Hospital in Rivadh

The BNFP chairperson has
sought blessing of the country
men for her early TY.

She will perform "Umrah” at
Makkah and offer fateha at the
Raoza Mubarak of Prophet
Hazrat Muhammad (S at
Madina

cial

Former President H M Er-
shad was anted bail in
Manzur murder case yesterday
after a hearing held at the spe-
ly-built court o te to
tPtECE?];rdal Jai:.ltrcp:rtn BSS.

rs is t ncipal ac-
cused in this cmpﬂ the
murder of Maj. Gen. Abul
Manzur, the then GOC of Chit-
tagong Cantonment. Besides,
four other senior army officers
(all since retired) were accused
in this case

With this one the number of
bails granted of Ershad rose to
14

The court also granted bail

to Lt Col (retd) Kamaluddin
Bhuiyan but rejected the bail
petitions of three others accused
in the case

Abdul Majid. Additional

Sessions and District Judge,
Dhaka. granted bail to Ershad
and the other accused after

nearly three hours of hearing
Except

Ershad who is on :

all other accused are ail
since the case was initiated i

year.

Gen. Manzur was murderex |

in June 1981 and the case wa s
initiated in February 1995 fol -
lowing an FIR (first inform:-

tion report) lodged by Barriste 1

Abul Mansoor, elder brother of
Maj Gen Manzur

Bail prayers of three accused
were compieted on November 19
and h of the bail of
Maj (retd) Kazi adul Hugq
was also held on that ;

Before taking up Ershad's
bail prayer vesterday the court
heard the remaining part of Er-
shad's bail

While pleading for bail, Er-
shad's ncipal counsel Khan
daker Mahboobh Hossain said
there was no prima facie case

st his client in the FIR and

that the al tions brought
against him (Ershad) was based

th ;Badg ﬁtal‘

VOL. VI NO. 306 REGD. NO. DA 781 RAJAB 15 1417 HIJRI

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF

ITALIAN CARRARA,

PERLATO SICILIA,

BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE

OF DIFFERENT TYPES. i

’ NIRMAN INTERNATION.AL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA .

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

Jyoti Basu due in

city today

. By Staff Correspondent

Chief Minister of the Indian
state of West Bengal Jyoti Basu
arrives here this afternoon on a
five-da official visit to
Bangladesh. '

e water sharing issue
would figure prominently dur-
ing his talks with government
leaders.

Basu's visit to Bangladesh
will be crucial in reaching an
understanding on the water
sharing issue at the political-
level and he is being seen by ob-
servers as "playing a vital role
as a facilitator”.

Basu will be received by For-
eign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad at the Zia International
Airport.

asu, wields considerable
clout in New Delhi. His party,
the CPI (M), is a major compo-
nent of the 13-party United
Front coalition government of
Prime Minister Deve Gowda.
His support is considered "polit-
ically important” in finalising
an agreement on water sharing
between Bangladesh and India.

Meanwhile, a high-level
meeting of senior officials and
water s was held at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs yes-
tcrg?ly afternoon to tie up the
details of the talks and the pro-

gramme cent the visit of
the West c minister.
See Page 12 Col 7

Commentary

Points for Basu

to ponder

By Mahfuz Anam

Why did an astute politician
like Jyoti Basu make those
comments to Indian journal-
ists, as reported by the BBC

or to his Bangladesh visit?

¢ could not have been oblivi-
ous to the repercussions of his
comments? Was he t to
lower our expectations? lf so,
why? Is it really impossible to
have a long-term solution of the
water sharing problem. given
political will on both sides,
which we think exists now?
The idea of a two year agree-
ment is something totally new,
and leaves unresolved a very
important aspect of our future
deve t. Our com

We would like to underscore

for the Indian leader the his-
toric nature of his visit. We be-
lieve that after 21 there is
now real chance for
Bangladesh-India relations to
take a positive turn. We also be-
lieve that what happens duri
his visit will have seminal ef-
fect on how events develop in
the near future,

There is no doubt that both
sides have made serious errors
in handling our bilateral rela-
tions. We cannot the fact
that successive Martial Law

vernments in Bangladesh
ayed the India card more for

rather than
for any national . India

| our
military
See Page 12 Col 4

Queen Sophia called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
Jamuna in the city yesterday.

Talks with President, PM

Queen's visit impetus for
poverty alleviation

President .lustice Sha
habuddin Ahmed said the visit
of the Spanish Queen would go a
long way in projecting the ini-
tiatives for poverty alleviation
undertaken in Bangladesh, re-
port agencies.

“The visit will be a source of
immense encouragement to the
ield workers,” the President
saidd when Queen Sophia made a
courtesy call on him at
Bangabhaban yesterday
evening.

Welcoming the Queen, Presi-
dent Shahabuddin expressed
his happiness over existing
cordial and friendly relations
between Bangladesh and Spain.

The President highly appre-
clated the Queen s keen interest
and relentless eflorts to the
cause of disadvantaged, particu-
larly the rural women in the

developing countries.

Queen Sophia thanked the
President for receiving her and
the members of her entourage.
She mentioned the success ol
the Grameen Bank activities in
Bangladesh and said this pro-
ject could be a model for other
developing countries.

President Shahabuddin
conveyed. through the Queen,
his best wishes and greetings to
King Juan Carlos- 1. Queen's
sister. Princess Irene. accom-
panied her.

Queen Sophia also called on
Prime minister Sheikh Hasina
at the State Guest House yester-
day.

“They exchanged views on
bilateral relations between
Bangladesh and Spain. In this
regard the Prime Minister said

See Page 12 Col 1
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at State Guest House
— PID photo

on the confessional statements
of the co-accused obtained un-
der duress. Hossain mentioned
that Ershad. who was Chief of
Army Staff at the time of the
murder of Gen. Manzur, was
praised for his role in contain-
ing a rebellion in which former
President Ziaur Rahman was
killed.
He further alleged that his
client has been implicated on
itical ground t Erw\ou ]
NP r memlﬂ-lu is arch
enemy said FIR was filed by
none other than a barrister and
it was not hu done, but

nearly 14 years after the inel-

Ershad gets bail, prayer of 3 rejected in Manzur m

dent. The: fact that Ershad was
not named in the FIR is a testi-
monty that he: was not involved,
he further stated. The counsel
appealed to the court to grant

to Ers’iad and allow him to
fight the c ase freely.

Yurnul Hossain Humayun,
another counsel of Ershad,
while suipplementing Hossain,
subm itt ed that ng to the
charje -sheet, h; (I::E;Hh;d

o 'ved L i -
5':;!. '!uﬂicum“ﬂ' to hand over
Gen, Manzur to nrmhﬂndy
(to 'firig Asmiz, the t Area
Com mander of C

urdercase

Ershad then ordered Brig As¥
tnmﬂﬂlﬂﬂl"nmrm'.

exe-

killed and that order was
cuted by a JCO. 2
Humayun pointed o

both Brig Aste and the . that
nuwdrl
any oral or docur 7
Gance, thare lo ne  JomAary ovt
the contention *

4. - Police arrestedy

#;lﬁ t

. Jvalar l'eﬁiﬂl : F.‘W_ ;
ment policy déperids on a per- g HW
manernt soiution. tics
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Sit-in coritinues
Work in 4 wells at

Kailashtila Gas
Field stopped

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Nov 26: Work in
four wells of thie Kailashtila
Gas Field came t¢» a halt on the
first day of the 3-.1lay dawn-to-
dusk sit-in today.

No employee co.uld go out or
come in during the sit-in staged
by the All-Party Action Com-
mittee to 6--pt demand.

Additional police were de-
glnyed in and around the

etrobangla Establishments.
Thousands of villagers also
joined the sit-in.

The demands inc.!lude set
up a fractionation and LP
plant, incre ga:s supply in
all areas of Golapgi an ana
creating job opportinities for
local people and stoppping ac-
quisition of lands in. the name
of Jalalabad Gas.

At the end of the day's pro-
gramme, a big rallyr was held
with the Thana Se:cretary of
BNP Mohius Sunnah Chow-
dhury in the chair,

The speakers a'l the rally
said they were united to realise
the legitimate demiards.

9 Zoo staft placed

on remand

Nine le, arm :sted follow-
ing the killing of four Royal
Bengal Tigers in |Mirpur Zoo,
were taken on thre e-day police
remand yesterday, | ‘eports UNB.

The CMM's couri. granted. the
remand after they’ were pro-
duced there. Police: prayed for
10 days' remand.

The nine accused persons
are: Animal caretaker Alek
. Chan, Sohrab, Azizul Hoque,

Sadek Ali, Md Mostafa, Saha

Alam, driver Khalil, butcher
Osman Gani and compounder
Hafizur Rahman.

One tiger died o11 November
9, one on November 11 and two
including a tiger cuk» on Novem-
ber 13.

Dr Ashraf Ali of Mirpur Zoo
filed a case in this connection

with Mirpur thana. [)B police
an'utedlﬁle accused

BAU killing: Two
JCD leaders held.

_ two Jatiy-
atabadi’ Chhatra' Dal (JCD)
leaders ay I'n onnnection
with the recent Kkillings at
Bangladesh Agric ulture Uni-
versity in Mymens ingh, reports
UNB.

Acting on a tip -off, a s al
team of Detectivi: Branch ar-
rested Aslam Ali i ind Towhidul
Islam from in frorit of Passport
Office at Eskaton in the city.

Aslam Ali was: identified as
the former VP cf BAU Shah-
jalal Hall Stuclents’ Union
while Towhidul ]I slam a former -
member of Bang ladesh f\gricu! -
ture University Centrad Stu -
dents' Union (B/AUCSU).

Police said the two JICD les -
ers were trying to collizct ps ss-
port with a view to leravi the
country to avoid trial of the
killings of twg. BCL (f5-P) r pem-
bers — Ranji!. and Kamal — in
the university.

They were: gunnvad do wn on
the BAU carnpus on Nov ember
2.

Police said th:d: :rmgt- >d were
being intert ogat I3 ce.
“They hawfn:g:unff:szd m]::.ul_llim
that they were involve d in the
killings.” s;aid a DB off jcial.

Prot Igbal M:ihmud
to be rnade new
BUET V/C

By &staff Corresipondent

Prof Igbal Mahinud of the
Depariment of Che:mical Engi-
neerin g is likely to 'b>e appointed
Vice-Chancellor of Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Techriology (BUET) for the next
four years, according to official
sources.

According to the sources.
Prime: Minister and Chancellor
of the university. Sheikh
Hasina approved ﬂ:e. appoint
ment of the new VC and LF: o
der was being processed by * hr'
Ministry of Education. S

Prof Mahmud, a noted r
ical engineer of the cr
was state minister for
and Technology in Zi
man's cabinet.

Prof Mahmud
chairman of Sons

When contar

hone last 4
Fﬂld The Danlli'g
heard about
the new V(T
was yet tr

“hem-
auntry,
Science
aur Rah-

was also
Ji Bank.
“ted over tele-
at, Prof Mahmud
Star that he had
is a tment as
but the official order
» reach him.

f_":leged terrorist
beaten to death

and in the g peence of
) way lo prove

tion about the o the ﬂll"-
shad in the o 4o

in N’'ganj
From Our Correspondent
NARAYANGAN.). Nov 26: An

all terrorist was beaten to
death by local pe in Rishi
Palkpara area in the town to-
day. police said.

The victim identified as
Millan alias Milla. 30, was son
of one Ramaan Ali of the same
area.

According tq police, his
were gouged out before his
=, e

local people alle that
Millan, a terror of the area
came to collect toll from a
I cer. But he snatched Tk 3%
See Page 12 col 5




