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NEWS BRIEFS
Clinton in
Thailand

BANGKOK, Nov 25 US
President Bill Clinton arrived
here today for a 24-hour trip,
the first visit to Thailand by an
American head of state in 27
{}nrn. television reports said

S Air Force One carrying
Clinton and his wife Hillary
arrived at Bangkok's military
al from Manila where the
US President had been attend
ing the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation forum summit, re-

ports AFP

Sit-in in Golapganj
from today

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Nov 25 The All-
arty Action Commitiee will
L:gin a three-day dawn to dusk
‘sit-in’ at the lour wells in the
Kailashtila Gas Field ol
Gol.ypganj tomorrow. The ac
tion progranmume has been an-
noulced to press the 6-point
demand of the commitiee.

JSD nat'l convention
tomorrow

The national convention of
Jatiyva Smajtantrik Dal (JSD)
will be at the Engineers
Institute in city tomorrow.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
will attend the convention as
the chief guest, accﬂrdlngBlg:sa
JSD press release. reports .

Traders observe
rike in Sirai .

SIRAJGAN.J. Nov 25: Local
businessmen observed a 10-
hour shutdown teday demand-
ing punishment of terrorists re-

e —

sponsible for creating violence
in the town. gave the call
to protest the two days

clashes in the town between rul-
ing Awami League and opposi-
tion BNP in which several
shops were damaged. During the
shutdown. the businessmen
heid a rally and submitied a
memorandum to the deputy
commissioner reports UNB.

Teenage boy
drowns

A teenage boy drowned in a
pond near Kanchpur bridge in
the city yesterday afternoon.
Fire Brigade divers recovered
thé Lody two hours after the in-
cident. The victitn was identi-
:erlH:jSthur. l;. son of one

o Hossain. of Golapbagh
reports UNB. '

|

surprise support to a US pro

high- pawered eeting of
[ Clinten. inese mi:ligm
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Sri Lanka's Worid Cup winning captain Arjuna Kanatunga hstens to the dreaded sound of a bail being I:-iluuli[.!t': - gﬂn
from Masudur Rahman Mukul whose pest-kill waltz is not in the picture. Agrani Bank's keeper Anwar watches yet an-
other Mohammedan wicket tumble yesterday at the Dhaka Stadium. (Story on Page 11) — Star photo by Anisur Rahman
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Polytech shot dead,
protesters torch ward
commissioner’s office

By Staff Correspondent

A Bangladesh Chhatra Lea-

]l.:[,ue (BCL) leader of the Tejgaon

olytechnic Institute was shot
dead in the city yesterday.

A gang of six unidentified
gunmen shot Ziaur Rahman
Patwari alias Reaz, 23. at point-
blank range near the campus at
around 11:30 am. A third year
student of the Mechanical
Department. he was immedi-
ately taken to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital

Khaleda leaves for

KSA tomorrow
for treatment’

BNFP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parlia-
men: Begum Khaleda Zia will
leave for Saudi Arabia to-
morrow for treatment. reports
LINB

Begum Zia is scheduled to
leave by a Saudi flight at 11:55
am. party sources said yester-
day.

During her stay in Saudi
Arabia. she would be operated
uporn for her arthritis in leg at
Rivadh, '

After her treatment. she will
perform Umrah’' at Makkah
and offer fateha at the rawza
mubarak ol Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (SM) at Madina.

(DMCH) where doctors declared
him dead, police said,

The reason behind the
killing could not be known
immediately. .

Zia, son of Motiur Rahman
Patwari of Bakharpur in
Chandpur district, was made
the convenor of the BCL unit of
the institute on Sunday. police
said adding he was a resident of
Chamelibagh in Shantinagar
area.

Zia was taking tea with some
of his friends at a roadside
stall, known as 'Mama tea stall’
at Begunbari near the institute,
at about 11:20 am. A group of
around six armed men came in
a white colour car and gheraoer
Zia and his friends at the stall.
police said.

They then fired on him at
close range.

According to hospital and
police sources, two bullefs hit
Zia's abdomen and left arm.
Zia died at about 1 pm.

None was arrested in con-
nection with the murder till
last nl%ht,

UUNB " adds: The killing
sparked off violent protests as a
group of Chhatra League (S-P)
aclivists later at night sel
ablaze the local ward commis-
sioner’'s office hlaming him lor

the murder. _
Witnesses said the enraged

See Page 12 Col 6
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Agreement at APEC summit

SUBIC BAY (Philippines).
Nov 25: A key hsia—PaciI}I)r eco-
nomic summil today agreed to
start tearing down trade barri-
ers from January | and gave

Jiang Zemin, Japahese Prime
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto
and 15 other leaders promised
to achieve free trade by 2020
Clinton scored a double vic-
fory in summii. coming away
with support — albeit qualified
— for a contentious US proposal
to liberalise trade in computers
antl relateg products by 2000
That followed his ground
breaking agreement with Jiang
#t an inlormal meeting the day
before lor reciprocal state visits
that ellectively signalled Lhe
thaw of seven years' [rosty rela

tions between the tano powers,
The result of the summit s
tliee Tormer US naval Base of

= -

sl Ehy was 'a tional
aclmevemnent " said .Jolgh Wolf
the Umited States .coofglinalor

e 18- o

outcorme of the summit It
achieved a number of things for

T Eatlier story on Page &

anrﬁ we Euﬂ' E;rn mnu
very hard through the years.” he
told reporters.

During the summit. Jiang
promised that as part of
Beljing's commitment la the
free trade goal. China would
slash import tariffs from 23 per
cent to just 15 per cent by 2000

The group s ambitious liber
alisation schedule, tagped the
Manila action plan for APEC.
commits APEC (o free trade

Free trade by 2020, tariff
cut on high-tech goods

among developed countries by

2010 and 2020 lor the rest.
I their statenent . 1 led

‘Fronn Vision to Actien. they
Agreer] to implement #§ initia-
uves from Jagyary i,

% ﬁg hiﬁigaﬁffg‘

trafie in the region al & semmil
i Bogor, Indonesida wi 1993 aini
drafled & Iramework for aclion
a yeur later in Osaka, Japan.
The trade liberalisation deal

garnered little sympathy
among left-wing Fi ns who
charie lowering trade barriers

will harm the poor in a country
that relies heavily on agricul-
ture '

Some 10,000 protesters, who
had <taged a massive overnight
molorcade from Manila 1o
wiards the Sunmunit site 1 Subic
Bay were blocked by 2 000 riot
policc and an overtured crane

See Pagr 12 Col 6

v MLH'J cd- eardier by

CHITTAGONC: Nov 25 The
Chittagong Stock Exchange
[CSE) office came under attack
by the kerbh market traders who
kept i wrowcd lor several
hours Ltoday e sa i

The Chiel Executive Officer
of (' SE Shamsul Kamal told The
Daily Star that the unruly mol)
had pehed brickbats at the ( S5E
olhice damaging somme window

Forged share
certificates
se1zed
Bv Staff Correspondent

Fiwged share certificates are
being sold in the countrys
booming stock markets vic-
Dmising mainly new investors
who can nol disunguish be-
iween the original and fake
ONes

According Lo police. an or-
gamsed gang has been mvolved
in sclling forged share certifi-
catey, of different c for

See Page 12 Cal

Kerb marketmen ghen‘:w
CSE as share prices fall

From Staff Correspondent

pancs

Besides Lhe ol gheraoed
Lhe office and none was allowed
o corme oul of It he sakd

The agitating mob ¢hanted
slogans and brought out pro
cession iIn (ront CSE ollice
police said

Kamal said the trouble lLiad
begun from | pm when the fall
ol prices of some shares had
sparked agitation among the
imvestors waiting in the kerb
market

He informed that the floor
trading was however, com-
pleted before the trouble broke
ol

Later. in the evening police
swung into action by resorting
te mild lathicharge and dis

sed the agitating mob to

the situation under con
trol

Then the CSE officials and
agthorised representatives ol
brokers left the office for home.
pdlice said

UNB adds The kerb niarket

rators accused Lhe bhrokers

deliberately «ausing the fall
See Page 12 Col B

Yasmin murder
case: Evidences
of 3 recorded

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR Nov 25 Trnial ol
the Yasmin murder casc re
sumed taday In the Special
Court. Rangpur

(A the total e accoused
the case three were charped
tider the Woinan and Child
Hepression Control Act 6(4) and
their tnal lirst started in coun

The three are former ASI
Moinul Haque. lormer consta
ble Abdus Sattar and former
driver Amrita Lal Barman
They are now under custody in
jail hazat

Special Court Judge Abdul
Matin who is also the district
and sessions judge, Rangpur
recorded depositions of three
witnesses today. They were
mother of Yasmin Sharila
Begum. CID investigation offi
cer (I O) Afzal Hossain and
Waheda Khatoon. mother-in-
law of house lord Abul Ahsan
Ahmed Ali ol Dhanmondi.
Dhaka in whose house Yasmin
worked as a maid

The mother of Yasmin, dur
ing submission of deposition
was seen weeping. During cross

See Page 12 Cal 7

People exposed to constant air
pollution should use masks

People who spend time on
the city roads as part of their
jobs are most vuilnerable to a
wide-range ol health problems.
doctors. ‘environmentalists and
health workers said

They siressed the need for
introducing pollution masks
to fﬂ‘ﬁm people such as traffic
policemen, transport workers
rickshawpullers taxi-drivers,
roadside vendors and thou-
sands of others who are con-
stantly ex o an increas-
ing level of air pollution during
their normal duties

Moreover relevamt govern-
meTit agencies should take stern
action the air polluters
andd health awareness

campaigns across the country

By Morshed Ali Khan

"Black fumes lead. dust and
other air pollutants are always
increasing in our surroundi
amd these are causing a -
range ol health problems relat-
ing to eye. threat. skin, gas-
tronnomy. and the respiratory
amd nervous sysiems said Dr
Md Ali Hossain of the Chest
Disecases Institute and Hospital
ICDIH]

“We have lots of policemnen
amd BDR personnel coming to
us with respiratory problems. ™
Ali Hossain said.

The first and most effective

ction from air lution is
B
ever equired to do

Is re

his pbmmthﬂvju:ﬁcﬂ

the city on a regular basis, doc
lors and environmenlalists
pointed out

According to a study carried
out by five scientists of the
Atomic Energy Commission in
1996. concentration of fine
particulates in the city air dur-
ing low rainfall is double
that in 29 major US cities com-
bined. The scientists detected 19
clements in the city air which
include one of the world s -
est counts of lead. Other ele-
mes s ant levels
of sirontium, . silicon.
phosphoreus and zinc.

Inn the city markets
three kinds of mask are avail-
able One is an filter

See Page 12 Col 8

BAC probe into
irregularities’
in BB proposed

By Staff Correspondent

The Finance Ministry has
sent a pro | to relevamnt au-
thorities tor a probe by the
Burgau
(BAC) into alleged irregularities
by a section eof the “high ups in
Bahgladesh Bank (BB). accord-
ind 1o inisrmed sources:

A Fiugance Mumstry probe

ICE .
~céretary Aktar Al ﬂ;ﬂ#hﬁﬁ
lefarted  Pregularities and
fiouting of rulés in the central
hbank in granting licences to a
munber of non-banking lnan-
cial institutions.

Bangladesh Bank Governor
Khorshed Alam was removed
barely three weeks before the
expiry of his contract service
following submission ol the
probe report

Mic probe in October came in
the wake of sicklen removal ol
Deputy Governor Mahbubur
Ralhiman Khan. who had been
bilsnved for much ol the alleged

irregularities. e allegedly did
See Page 12 Col 3

of Anti-corruption |

Dhaka must meet fiscal
target for loan: IMF

By Staff Correspondent

The leader ol an Eeonomic
Review Mission ol the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund said yes-
lterday that Bangladesh could
get IMF loan il the government
could achieve its HWscal and
monetary targets Lhis year.

“thnu* M is too early to
detérminesthe performance of

the eronomny (under thns gow-

CruInend., i !ZEU#RM © sand pial dw
economy is performing well so
lar ~ said Margaret R Kelly, Se-

mior Adviser im South-East
Asia and Pacific Department.
IMF and leader of the visiting
six-member mission.

- Speaking al a press
briefing at the Bangladesh
Bank Relly said. "The export
seclor is overcoming the loss
caused by the past strikes and
inllation*is down to 3 per cent
as agaimst the government's
target of 4 per cent.” she noted.

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria sought a loan of 600 mil-
lion US dollars Irom the IMF

during his recent visit to the
LS

Following his visit. the IMF
mission led by Kelly arrived in
Dhaka last week to hold dis-
cussions with ministers, secre-
taries and other officials as
well as with leaders of labour

unigns, NGOs and other organi-

sations. The mission leaves
Dhaka today.
'he report ol the review

mluﬁ be submilted to the .
government by néxt week dnd

negotiations will be on, Kelly

She also told The Daily Star
yesterday that by early next
year. another IMF mission will
visit Bangladesh with detailed
agenda before the linalisation
of a loan under the Enhanced
Structural Adjustment Facility
(ESAF) scheme of the IMF.

"We cannot exactly say what
would be the amount of this
loan at this point of discussion

with the %uvfrnmrnt of
Bangladeésh, the mission leader
said.

The ESAF loan is usually
See Page 12 Col 7

Complaint with Speaker, copy to UNDP

The BNT has loddged a com
plaint with the Speaker that
the party was neither consulted
whiile constituting the Jativa
Sangsad Task Force nor ‘taken
into confidence in conducting
its activities. sources in the

A seven-member Task Foree
headed by Speaker Humawyun
Rashid Chowdhury was formed
on October 30 10 make recom
mendations for more eflective
functioning ol the Jatlya
Sangsad and strengthening
support ‘services lor lawmakers
and the JS Secretariat The
Task Force includes three MPs
fromn Awami League, two from
BNP and one from Jativa Party

The opposition BNP has also
sentl a copy of the complaint to
the UNDF. the coordinating
body of the funding agencies to
help implementation of rec-
ommendations to be made by
the Task Force, the sources
added.

By Nurul Kabir

Expressing l(ull agreement
with the objectives set lor the
Task Force. the BNP in its writ-
ten complaint said that the wa
the Task Force was constituted,
and now working. would not
Brndutr a 'positive result . the

NP sources said. The party
also requested the Speaker to
lake necessary steps to make
the | work effectively on the
basis of consensus on the issue.
The letter of complaint, signed
by Khandaker Delwar Hossain
Chief Whip of the Opposition in
Parliament and a top-ranking
leader of the BNP, was submit-
ted on November 19

Talking to this correspon-
dent Sunday night, Delwar said:
"We wholeheartedly welcome
the idea ol the Task Force and
the UNDP efforts to modernise
the JS Secretariat. We strongly
jeel that reforms in both the in-
stitutionad and operational sec-
tors are imperative for the ef-
fective: unctioning  of

'JS Task Force constituted
without consulting BNP

Parliament.

"But thte problem is that the
ruling Awami League refuses to
understand that the plans
am‘:lldhhc made in agral]nﬂﬂ
with the Opposition.” War
added

uested to substantiate
the allegation, the Opposition
Chief ip said: "Two BNP leg-
islators had been included in
the Task Force wilhoul any
prior consultation with the
parly. then a project direclor
was appointed lor the ‘national

oject’ undertaken by the Task
orce without consulting us.”
The Chief Whip further alleged
thdt the Task Force took up a
programme (o visit parlia-
men's of some other countries
without any discussion with
the HNP.

“The attitude is inconsistent
wilth the ruling party's slogan of
runring the parliament on the
basis of consensus hetween

See Page 12 Col B

Joint meet of AL

units tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

A joint meeting of different
urits of the Awami League and
its front organisations will be
held at 1] am tomorrow at the

arty s central office at Banga-
randhu Avenue

AL pgeneral secretary Zillur
Kahman has requested the pres-
idents and general secretaries
ol the Dhaka district umit.
Dhaka city umit, district upits
ol Manikganj. Gazipur, Mun-
shigan| Narsingdi. Narayan
g¢anj. Brahmanbaria, Comilla
inorth), Comilla (south). My-

mensingh and Tangail. the
presidents and ge | secre-
taries of Sramik League, Kr-

ishak League, eentral Jubo
League. north and south Dhaka

City units of Jubo to at-
tend the meeting on time.
Besides. the presidents and

general secretaries of Mopilla
See Page 12 Col 7

Mannan Bhuizan tells raﬂz
"This govt using SPA
more than BNP did’

By Staff Correspondent

BNFP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuivan. MP. has
branded the present govern
menl as ‘champion of speaking
the best and doing the worst "

“This government is uttering
sweet words but committing the
worst deeds. . It is only giving
lip service but dolr* not for
the betterment of the country *
the BNP leader told a public
rally in front of the Jatiya

Press Club yesterday eve ;
JASAS, the cultural f of
BNP. organised the rally in
protest against the recent attack
on its leader Kamal Mridha.
President of the organisation

Rezabuddowla was in the chair.

Mannan Bhuivan blamed
the government for lying fre-
quently even on the loor ol
parllament and [iling false
cases against the political op-

IS,

Al itical repression
and IE::' the Special Powers
Act. the BNP leader said, "This

t has detained peo-

under the SPA at least 20

fmes more than the number

during our regime.”
He added that the lormer
BNFP menl scra parts

of the SPA and moved to repeal
the black law totally "But we

Mn‘w;ﬁﬁrmm

= ; ._—..:5-:5-'-'-':.':: T ot : .- :
airlift Itd

| Cabinet okay's
refixing of
DESA area,
draft seed bill

By Staff Correspondent

The Cabinet yesterday ap- .
proved the proposal for xing
the area under the Dhaka
Electric Supply Authority
(DESA), according to official
sources,

The approval was given.at
the weekly Cabinet meetin
held at the Prime Minister's of-
fice with Primme Minister
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

The Cabinet also okayed the
draft bill of "The Seed
([Amendment) Act 1996" , a
minister who  attengded. the
meeting told The Daily Star.

At the meeting, Sheikh
Hasina asked her Cabinet col-
leagues to make sure that the
fertilisers reach the cultivators
at the grassroots level, .

The Prime Minister asked
the ministers to keep an eye on
the fertiliser distribution sys-
temn to make sure that it reaches
the cultivators across the coun-
try, the minister said.

With the passage of the seed
bill. only those getting permis-
sion of the National Seed Board
woulld be able to import various
types of seeds, he said.

The decision was made to
ensure import ol quality seeds
which would have positive im-
plications in the productions ol
various foodgrains, the minis-
ter added.

Jyoti Basu due

tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Chiief Ministerof the Indian
state of West Be Jyoti Basu
arrives in the city tomorrow
afternoon on a five-day official
visit to Bangladesh.

He will be accompanied by
West Bengal Minister for Home,
Information and Cultural Af-
fairs Buddha Dev Bhattachar-
jee. Minister for Finance and
Excise Asim Dasgupta and the
Chief Secretary and the Irriga-
tion and Waterways Secretary.

Basu's visit is considered
crucial in finalising a water-
sharing agreement between
Dhaka and Delhi. He is coming
at the invitation of Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad,

whu had earlier a trip to
Calcirita at the E%MW{I&E
former. — o
ihe West B . in-
ister would be rec the

foréign minister. He would be
staying at Sonargaon Hotel.
Shortly after his arrival,
Basu would call on Samad Azad
at state guest house Padma,
where the two leaders would

See Page 12 Col 6
Basu’s agenda
for talks being

finalised

CALCUTTA. Nov 25: The is-
sue of sharing river water will
figure prominently during talks
between West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Jyoti Basu and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in Dhaka, during the former's
live-day visil B%glnnlng
Wednesday, reports :

External Affairs Secretary
Salman Haider today met the
chiel minister for discussions,
described by the officials as a
preparatory to the latter's five-
day wvisit and to finalise the
agenda of discussions.

Haider met Basu at his Salt
Lake official residence and
later had discussions with State
Finance Minister Dr Asim Das-
fjupta to "finalise the i
or the Chief Minister's visit at
the invitation of the
Bangladesh Prime Minister.

Dr ., who will be ac-
companying Basu, along with
State Home (police] Minister
Buddhadev Bhattacharjee, chief
secretary, Anish Majumder and
Irrigation Secretary, Dhruva
Ghosal, said that talks on the
water sharing issue was likely
to be held on the day Basu ar-
rives in Dhaka.

Haider was accompanied by
Joint Secret to the External
Affairs Ministry, R Mathai. and
Indian High Commissioner in
Dhaka Dev Mukherjee.

|3 houses gutted

. " .

in N’gan) fire
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Nov 25
Thirteen tin-shed houses were
gutted in a fire in Chowdhury-
bari area under Fatulla thana
here this morning.

At least 15 people were in-
jured. Zaheda Khatun, 47. was
admitted to the Narayanganj
(ieneral Hospital with severe
burn injuries

Firemen from the Hajiganj
~and Mondalpara fire stati .
who rushed to the spot soorral-
ter the houses caught fire at
eight in the morniag. extin-
guished the blaze at around 10
am.

The fire reportedly origi-
nated from a gas stove. Accord-
ing to fire brigade sources the
property worth Tk. two lakh
was damaged while the victims
claimed their loss at Taka four
lakh

AKM Shamim Osman, MP,
visited the fire victims and
sanctioned 10 bundles of CI
sheets, Taka 10.000 for can-
struction of houses and Taka
1500 for each of the affected
families.



