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NEWS BRIEFS

PM apprised of
Rooppur N-plant

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was yesterda rised
of the r Nuclear
Plant. A high-level meeting held
at the Secretariat also informed
the Prime Minister about some
of the problems of the plant The
meeting was attended by Foreign
Minister Abdus ‘iamad Azac
Education Minister ASHK
Sadeq, Energy Minister Noor
Uddin Khan, concerned secre
taries and officials of the Atomic
Energy Commission. reports

Mizanur Rahman
mb&m

t has decided
tu Mizanur Rahman as
the resident ambassador of

Bangladesh to Spain Mizamu:
Rahman is holding the respor
sibility of Ambassador of
Bangladesh to the Kingdom of
Bhutan. said a PID handoul yes
lerday. reportis UNB

Eyes of young man
gouged out

Both the eyes ol 2 young man
were gouged out at a village in
thana yesterday al

lernoon. Some unidentified mus-

creants out the eyes of
Nizam n, 27, son of one
Alauddin of Ekora under
Keranm ‘ slation at
arou 5 pm. {amily sources

said. The critically wounded per-
son was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital re
ports BSS.

Girl falls from
2nd floor, dies

A died when she
fell mﬂiﬁm second floor
of a house at Mughdapara in the
city Friday night. family and

sources said. Rukshana,
16. da of Mahmudul Hu
of . Chit ng fel
down when she was trocuted
by a powerline running by the
side of the runftupn%rf v his
brother-in-law's house. She was
immediately rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital where
the attending doctors declared
her dead. reports BSS.

One held on charge
of raping maid
By DMC Correspondent

maid in a house at North
Mugdapara in the city yester-
hy said Sabujbagh po-

T'ht arrested was dentified
as Salim and the other accused
was

The victim around 14
was admitted te the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital

(DMCH) said hospital sources

|
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With air pollution level high
season. hos-
clinics and doctors'
chambers in the city are facing
a rush of patients suffcring

Doctors at the Dhaka Medi-
Hospital (DMCH). PG
Hospital, Asthma Centre at the
Mahakhali Chest Diseases In-
stitute and ' Hospital (CDIH).
Hc;lf' Family Hospital and sev-

private clinics and phar-
this corre-
spondent, said that the number
of patients suffering from
chronic bronchitis and asthma
always showed a sudden rise in
this season due to dust and
other air pollutants. This year
the rush of patients is greater

The main reasons for both
problems are
rise in the level of air pollution,

sure tog cold and
administering of

DHAKA

By Morshed Ali Khan

medicine by quacks and phar-
macies. doctors said.

Dr M A Wahab, a heart and
chest specialist and senior
consultant physician at the
thf Family Hospital said,
"bronchial asthma and chronic
bronchitis are both triggered
mainly by air pollution which
shows a rise in the low rain pe-
riod.”

Dr Wahab added that asthma

patients, who usually inherit
the disease from their families,
might suffer an attack through
exposure to pollen. house dust
such as fine particles from car-
pets, pillows, mattresses, dan-
druff and hair of domestic pets.
Then,
drugs by quacks and over the
pharmacy counters could also
cause a crisis. Citing an exam-
ple. he said that drugs such as
Betablocker, Inflam. Tenorane
and Aspirin could take one to
an acute stage of asthma.

"But when it comes to

wrong administering of

chronic bronchitis and many
oblems, it
level of air pollution
ponsible.” Dr Wa-

pollution
as well as vehicle lume and dust

were rising alarmingly in the

other respiratory
is the

which is res
hab said. Industrial

country, he pointed out.

About children suffering

from 'exercise asthma’' — occur-

ring after a child does some
special-

physical exercise — top
ist physicians at different hos-
pitals includin
asthma centre in t %u: country
the CDIH. advised that if the
child is given an inhaler ther-
apy belore the exercise,
problem could be avoided to a
great extent.

Doctors also advised that
households having asthma
prone patients should clean the

mattresses, carpets and pillows
at least thrice a week or better

shilt to foam mattresses which
accommodate less dust.

See Page 12 Col 7
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Rush of bronchitis, asthma
patients in city hospitals

NEC meet reviews

implementation
of ADP

A meeting of the Hallonnl
Economic Council (NEC) yes
terday reviewed the impiemen
tation status of the Annual
Development Programme (ADP)
under the Fourth Five Year
Plan, reports UNB.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina chaired the NEC meet-
ing. the first since her govern-
ment took over, at the
International Conference
Centre. It was attended by min-
isters and secretaries to the
government,

The meeting had threadbare
discussion on problems usually
faced at the time of implemen-
tation.

Among the issues discussed

in the meeting were delay in the |

approval and revision, land ac-
uisition and transference

thereof. non-availability of

foreign aid in time with a

able preconditions and di

culties in appointing contrac-

tors and advisors.

Prime Minister Hasina, who
is the Chairperson of the NEC.
directed the concerned authori-
ties to implement the thought

See Page 12 Col 8

Spnmsh Queen Sﬂphm durmg her visit to a f:ramwn B-nk prugﬁ-t ﬂt Hngrapnm in Sonargnun vesterday

BANGALORE India Nov 23
Irene Skliva ol Greece was
crowned Miss World today at
the end of a three-hour pageant
overshadowed by protests and
threats by militant women o
commit suicide by immolation
reports Reuter.

The 18-year-old professional
mode! won the title ~fter lice
had detained about 500
protesters in the southern in
dian city of Bangalore

The linale ol the two week
pageamt, with B8 contestants,
look place In a fortress-like

crickel sltadium in Bangalore

Hours before Lhe start of the

contest, three separate demnon-
strations led by right-wing

Hindu natonalists t clouds

of Lear lﬁ:ﬁnvﬁ roads leading (o
the ou stadium

Police said abouti500 people
had been detained

But they said Lhe leader of a
group of women who had

threatened to set themselves on
fire in the stadium after swal-

lowing cyamide remained at

large.
Th:phmuummw

for more than two menths by
ﬂzlmﬂ. whoe claim thc

uty show is demeaning to
women and undermines India s
5.000-year-old cultural her
itage

The nprmn[{ 60 minutes ol
i

the finale. In hi rain were
devoted to traditional Indian
dance and music drawn from
the corners of the sprawling
country

Dozens of local dandcers
dressed In shimmering blue
skirts swirled before a large
screect depicting images of an
clent Hindu temples at the starnt

of the event. which organisers
sadi! would be seen by more than

Bar Council leaders
suggest President
to appoint ad
hoc judges

Bar Council leaders yester-

day a d President Sha-
habuddin med gl a heavy
back] casew awalling dis-
posal e High Camil and

sted Jppumtm ol gew
:ﬁyma UNB Y

made a suggestion fyr

ing ad hoc judges from

members of the bar,

raising &Y remunerations
and retiremeqni :
An | | -memnber

the Bangladesh Bar

headed by itg |
lornev - Ge

Nahi

tion of
‘ouncil.
i and At-
Barrister K S
et the President at

See Pajge 12 Col 4

1500 protesters held in Bangalore
Greek beauty crowned Miss World

two billion television viewers
worldwide

Women in ruby red veils
trimmed with gold danced with
men wearing turbans and bran
dishing swords

Lumbering elephants be
decked with ittering stones
later entered the set, sed on

the ruins of the l4th century
Hindu temple complex ol
Hanpi

Outside, the stadium was
surrounded by hundreds of se-
« urli{ officers. Speclators were
checked lor weapons before en-
terning

A march against the Miss
World beauty pageant erupted in
violence in central Bangalore
earlier today

A Reulers r et W
using batons and Lear gas lo
disperse a crowd throwing
stones and marching on the
stadium.

“Il's a police state.” Ananth
Kumar., a Bangalore:-based
memnber of for the
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP]. said as he
wuhurﬂld into the back of a
police van and hit by batons.

The marchers charged the
police ranks and began throw-
g stones. Traffic in the area
was blocked for around twe
hours.
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Some personal
questions to
Queen Sophia

By Staff Correspondent

Surprise awallead Queen
Spohia ol Spain during her
visit 1o Mugrapara in Sonar-
gaon the hub of jamdani saree

aned the once world famous
Muslin
As she went there to visit the
Girameen Bank projects. this
correspondent. accompanying
the errn and her sister,
recorded the conversation be
tween the Queen and the
and simple women working
there with loans [rom the Bank
In their own way. they tried
o fathom the woman in the

Queen beginning with some
VETY [H"f'.‘!l'l.”'lull (]llf‘ﬁ‘“i"l
through an interpreter. Does
the King and the queen have

domestic quarrels? Does he
beat her? Does he love her?

The Queen, however, was not
taken aback and smilingly
repli d that there were argu-
merits but no violence and King
Juan Carlos loves her wvery
much

A woman with &
asked Sophia
children she had
three she said

Another asked il there was
any dowry in her marr with
the King She said there had
been some

The Queen lalked to them in

See Page 12 Col 7
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Jyoti Basu arrives

November 27

By M Anwarul Haq

Chief Minister of the Indian
state of West Bengal Jyoti Basu
is scheduled to arrive here on
November 27 on a five-day visit
to Bangladesh, official sources
said yesterday.

e visit ui’ Basu, whose
Party, the CPI (M), is a compo-
nent of the 13-party United
Front coalition government of
Prime Minister Deve Gowda, is
considered crucial in shoring
up the proposed water sharing

i:.L‘grecrm:m between Dhaka and
ew Delhi.

The visit of the West Bengal
Chief Minister is taking place
at the invitation of adesh
Foreign Minister Abdus d
Azad who earlier visited Cal-
cutta.

When contacted. Indian High
Commission sources confirmed
the schedule of the West Bengal
Chief Minister. The sources
also said that Basu will be ac-
companied by some top offig
cials of West al lm:iuding
Home Minister Buddhu Dev.
Finance Minister Ashim Das-

gupta and also the Chief Secre-

of the state.
oreign Ministry sources
said that detailed

tinerary for the visit is being

worked out. However, Basu's

mme will include a cour-

call on President Shah-

in Ahmed and Prime Min-

ister Sheikh Hasina. He will

hold official talks with the

Foreign Minister and is likely
to meet some other ministers.

The water sharing issue is
due to [igure prominentl
Basu's official meetings which
may also include subjects on
land boundary demarcation,
trade and other issues,

Jyoti Basu, whose ancestral
home is in Baradi, Sonargaon.
some 40 kilometres [rom
Dhaka, will also spend some
time there. The house is being
spruced up. He also came to
Bangladesh in 1988 on a private
visit.

It was learnt that the West
Bengal Chief Minister would be

See Page 12 Cal 1

Complaint lodged with Speaker
JS committees formed
without BNP's consent

By Nurul Kabir

BNP has lodged a formal
complaint with the Speaker
that the party was not consulted
before ammuncinﬁ two parlia-
men standi during
the Ilst lcu.inn of the Jatiya

s"makﬁ' Delwar Hossain,

a central leader of the BNP and

Chief Whip of the tion in
parliament. lodged a written
complaint with Speaker Hu-

mayun Rashid Chowdhury on
Thurndayﬂmthlapnn}'mnnt

consulted before announcing

the Committee and the
Petition Committee in the
House.

Talki to The Daily Star,
Delwar it was not fair that
the ruling would select the
BNF members for any parlia-

mentary committee without its
TS it 5 1 s sbigasn
under the JS Rules of Procedure,
the Bible arliamentary
democracy. to u& consent of a

member before announcing his
or her name for a certain com-

mitlee.
“The Trea Bench did the
uring the lirst

siame practice

session of lhe rcsenl parlia-

menit.”

Terming it ° umrnhlr" the
sition Chief Whip further

said, "the behaviour is incon-

sistent with the ruling part]r'u

claim that it wants

of the Opposition in runnlng

the parliament eff
n contacted, Suranjlt
. an Awami law

maker and parliamentary af-
fairs adviser to the Prime Min-

ister. denied the tion. "We
have not the name
of any BNP legislator on our
own.” he said last t claim-
ing. "the Treasury h has
chosen the names from a list
sent to us earlier by the BNP."

Speaker Rashid
Chowdhury could not be con-
tacted for comment.

Reférring to an earlier
report in which ll
quoted as saying lhat the Tru
sury Bench would offer the
Leader of the Opposition to head
the Public Accounts Commitiee
(PAC). Delwar said. "The
sition did nol receive any such
offer. Awami Leagfue does not

See Page 12 Col 7

SC refuses to accept

Benazir's 2nd petition

ISLAMAIIALY,. Nov 271 Pak
istan's Supreme Court relused
for a second Uume today lo ac-

cepl a petition by ousted Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto
against her dismissal reports

Reuter

State-run television said the
court registrar had told Be-
nazir's lawyer Aitzaz Ahsan he
could appeal against the deci
sion if he was unhappy with the
refusal

Ahsan liled an amended pe
tition in the Supreme Court on
Thursday. deleting portions ol
the original which the registrar
had criticised as "(rivolous and
scandalous

Ahsan said at the time he
had refiled the petition to save
time. but did not accept that the
one submitted earlier had con
tained anything inappropriate

He said he had written a let

ler Lo mutnr along with
the am d petition to place
on record Benazir's disagree-
ment with the court's rejection
of the original.

The first petition's 42 pages
contained blistering criticism
of President Farooq ari lor
dismissing the National As
sembly and ousting Benazir
Leghari installed a caretaker
government to hold fresh elec
ons on February 3

Meanwhile. Benazir Ar a
train journey from Rawalpindi

lo Lahore today to rally support
against her dismissal on
charges ol corruption and mis-
rile,

Witnesses said Benazir's
train pulled out of the main
station at Rawalpindi, near Is
lamabad, as she waved to aboult
1.000 sup ers waving green,
black and white flags ol her
Pakistan People's Party (PPP).

"Long live Benazir, down
with (President Faroogq)
Leghari.,” they chanted as
Bhutto. wearing a pink sweater
and a white headscarf above her
traditional shalwar kameez,
boarded the Tezgam Express al
8 am (0300 G

Armed police were out in
force at the station

Trading picks
up at CSE

From Staff Correspondent

;lﬂﬂmnﬁ Nowv ﬁ Al
a m a
the country’s second bourse
here picked up today.

Turnover at Chittagong
Stock Exchange today rose to
Tk 6 crore from Tk 2.59 crore
recorded on Thursday last. ac-
cording to official sources

Out of G3 issues traded today.
32 gained and 31 suffered
losses.

= o, ,

trading yesterday.

Kerb market share traders became active again as the Dhaka Stock Elchup resumed

-~ Star photo

Brisk trading
at DSE

By Staff Correspondent

Trading at the Dhaka Stock
Exchange (DSE) resumed yes-
terday following su sion on
Thursday and weekly holiday
on Friday

According to DSE authori-
ties. trading on the floor was
suspernded on Thursday due to
lack of quorum of DSE mem-
bers But others sources con-
cerned said the members were
reluctant to be present on the
floor protesti ug the untoward
incident on W

A large number of small in
vestors engaged in kerb mutﬂ
operation sieged the DSE buiid-
ing on Wednesday protesti
sharp fall in prices of most
the issues for several consecu-
tive days

The DSE All Share Price In-

dex by 25.55 points and
market capitalisation in-
creased by Tk 182 crore as more
than 3. 64 lakh shares and

debentures excha hands
during brisk trading on the

See Page 12 Col 3

7 killed, 32 hurt in

road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

Seven persons were killed
and thirty-two injured in road
accidents in Dhaka. Jessore
and Jhenidah yesterday

Our DMC C
ports: Three peruﬂn: were klllcd
and another was | in two
road accidents in the city yes-
terday.

Two of the deceased ed
about 25 could not be

were killed when a trurh
hit twe rickshaws and a
minibus on the Begum
Saranl near the Election
Cumnﬂ:t;:.on office ulnf;a
Tejgaon na al around :

One of the two, a rickshaw-

ller, died on the spot while
he other succumbed to his In-
uries at the Orthopedic

. The injured man was
treatment at the same

MTlIIIII L. police saild.
wﬂnﬂmmm

iruck driver. Jamal Hossain
24. and seized the vehicle

The bodies were sent to the
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) for autopsy.

In another road mishap. a
50-year-old strian was
killed when a speeding truck
ran over him at Farmgate area
in the moming.

Mohammad Mofizur
Rahman was fatally in urﬂ!
and died on way to the

Police sent the hndy to thr

lndmnthu- lnguredhlhu
accident near the Fuishara
bazar on the Jessore-
('Jw-'t:hl‘urn-i :ndr
nesses the ncrldrnl nn:-urrud
-hm: bus bound for
Jessore fell inte a roadside

See Page 12 Col 3

KPM forced to
cut production
due to short
supply of gas

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 23: Kar-
naphuly Paper Mill (KPM) is
limping with a forced produc-
tion cut by 50 per cent due to
short supply of gas, official
sources saic.

It is now producing 50 tons
nl‘ paper daily against a capac-

ity of 100 tons. the sources said.

The KPM resumed partial
production on Friday last after
a shut down for 19 days due to
nonavailability of gas from
Bakhrabad Gas Limited. The
KPM is now being supplied with

only 2 million cubic feet gas
dai ainst its requirement of
10 million cubic feet., the

sources said.
The short supply of gas com-
pelled the authorities to operate
a builf:r with furnace oil. they
said.

During the 19 days of shut-
down, the KPM suffered a pro-
duction loss of about Tk 12
crore. the sources said.

BNP calls hartal
in Khulna today

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Nov 23: The
lﬁladesh Nationalist Tacy
[BH and its front organisa-
tions have called a half-day
hartal in the city tomorrow
B testing the killing of Jubo
al leader A S M Nasir.

Nasir was hacked to death at
about 11 am on Wednesday.

In support of tomorrow's
hartal a torch procession was
brought out in the city this
ﬂrrning later they held a really

akers condemned po-
Iit:t Iur ailure to arrest the per-

sons responsible for killing.
The accused are still at large

under the cover of a group of

ruling party leaders, they al-

40 injured as
AL, BNP clash
in Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ. Nov 23: Al least
40 people were injured in
clashes Detween the activists of
ruling Awami League and oppo-
sition BNP in the town today.
witnesses said. reports UNB.

They said some 30 people
were injured when the two par-
ties were locked in a clash on
the town's SS road at about 5:30
Rm. Earlier. the Awami League

ght out a procession aflter
holding a rallv at Bazar Station
premises. Some processionists
damaged a sweetmeat shop on
the adjacent Mujib Sarak.

Police lobbed two tear gas
shells to bring the situation un-
der control.

Later. Masum of the Juba
League and Hafiz of the Chhatra
League. were attacked by oppo-
nents with ramdao and hockey
sticks.

Police were posted in the
trouble spots to guard against
further untoward incident.

Earlier in the morning,
Tikka Khan of the BCL received
serious injuries when BNP men
allegedly atiacked him with
ramdao and Chinese axe while
he was going to the town by a
rickshaw. He was admitted to
Ibne Sina Hospital.

BCL supporters brought out a
protest procession and ran-
sacked the Medinova Clinic on
SS road. owned by a BNFP sup-
porter. Thev also damaged and

looted a stationary shop ol a
Juba Dal leader at Borobazar

Ershad granted

bail in RAJUK
Plot Case

Spectal Judge and Addi-
tional Sessions Judge. 7ih
court, Dhaka. Azizul Haq. ves-
terday granted bail to lormer
President H M Ershad in the
RAJUK (DIT) Plot Case. reports
BSS.

Ershad is the lone accused in
this case and lormer RAJUK
Chairman Rahmatullah, an
FIR accused. was discharged
during the [raming of charge

Ago
Ion%ht case. in briel, i1s that the

former ruler in collusion with
Rahmatullah. had allotted 49
plots of RAJUK with dishonest
intention and to oblain pecu

niary benefit either for himsell
or for others. a press release
from the office of defence coun-

sels said.
See Page 12 Col 8

Degree (spl) exams

results announced

Results of the Special Exam
ination of Degree (Pass and
Subsidiaryl] and Certificate
Course of 1995 held under Na-
tional University from May
June this year were announced

: ; orts LINB
A total of 3,800 students out
l:ll' 10.683 who appeared in the

BA (Pasa) special examination
came out successiul, the per
centage of pass being 30. o
them, 595 t second diﬁnlnn
and 3,205 third division.

In the BCom (Pass) special
examination. |1 .895 candidates
appeared while 688 came oul
successful. Of them, 51 secured
second division and 637 third
division. The percentage of pass

See Page 12 Col 7



