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' Musclemen active as Aman harvesting nears

Publication of 15
newspapers
periodicals stopped

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR., Nov 22: Pubili-
cation of 15 newspapers have
been su whed for ten consecu
tive days in Faridpur

The newspapers include two
local dailies 12 weeklies, and
one half-weekly.

The suspension was caused
following strike called by the
local printing press employees
to press home their ten point
demands. Their main demands
are enhancement of salaries
and reduction of working pe-
riod by an hour.

Due to their strike works of
23 printing presses have been

st

mdca. almost all the edu-
cational institutions of the lq-
cality have been put into
tremendous problem for not
getting their question papers
printed in time.

Meanwhile, police arrested
Osmangani, President of Print-
ing Press Workers' Union for
assaultingmﬁadipkumer. News

f

Editor of The Daily Ganasong-
hati recently.
Another report adds: A

workshop on Oral Rehydration
Therapy (ORT) was held here at
Kabi Jasimuddin Hall recently.

The main objective of the
workshop was to create aware-
ness about the utility of ORT
and how to prepare and use it to
prevent diarrhoea mortality
specially the babies who are
prone to the disease.

1,050 bottles of
phensidyl seized

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE. Nov 22: Kotwali
police recovered 1.050 bottles of
phensidyl from a Dhaka-bound
coach of Shoag Paribahan
(Dhaka Metro-BA-02-0058) and
arrested Mintu, 25, Shanu 28,
Atiar, 22, and Pintu, 18, while
carrying the contrabands from
local town Thursday.

All the arrested four were be-
ing interrogated at Kotwali
thana till filing of this report.

Husband allegedly
murders wife

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE., Nov 22: A young
house wife was allegedly beaten
to death by her husband at

Barbaﬁ under Bagherpur thana
recently.

According to police, Asaduz-
zaman u to torture his wife
Rina. 18, for bringing dowry
from her father but she refused
to do so.

This led him to beat his wife
to death

Police also said Asaduzza-
man poured poison in her
mouth claiming fhat she had
committed suicide

Police have sent the body to
the general hospital for au-
topsy. A case has been lodged
with local thana.

Meanwhile a body was re-
covered from near the Jessore
Circuit House recently. The vic-
tim could not be identified

Images of gods,

goddess stolen

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, Nov 22: Four
small metal-made images of
%Ddl and desses worth over

aka eighty thousand were
stolen from the lamily temple
of Tapash Kumer Das, at
Jheeltuly in the heart of the
town on Saturday night

According to police sources,
thieves entered the temple at
dead of night and took away the
images

A case was lodged with
Kotwali thana in this connec
tion.

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET K Nov 22 Three stat
ues made of brass were stolen
from a temple in Diara Bazar
thana under Sunamgan| dis
trict reconthy . A case has been
lodged, police said

Bus strike on

Jessore-Chuadanga

road continues

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE. Nov 22 Move-
ment of buses on Jessore-
Ch route remained sus-
pended for the last eight days.

Canﬂict of interest and ex-
ercise of power among different
bus owners associations on this
route has led to this situation
reports said.

Meanwhile. the scheduled

called by Jessore Dis-
trict Bus Owners Association
on November 21 to find out an
endeto this bus strike could not

be held due to some unknown
reasons

Kidnapped school
girl rescued

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA. Nov 22 Police
rescued a school student Nazma
who was allegedly kidnapped by
a group of miscreants last week.

Assassuni police said,
Nazma . 14. a student of
class [X of Bichat High School
under Assassuni thana was go-
ing to school. when a gang of
miscreants kidnapped her on
November &

Acting on a secret informa-
tion ice arrested one person,
Nazibullah from the house of

Abdur Rashid of Dulbala
urnder thana After his
confession police rescued

Nazma from the same village.
Police also arrested the kid-

napper. Saiful Islam Bachhu on
November

20 police camps set up at
char areas in Barisal Div

BARISAL, Nov 22 The farm-
ers in the southern districts are
passing sleepless

sible attacks and clashes
with hired musclemen of rich
landlords at different disputed
shoal areas as the aman paddy
harvesting season is nearing.

"It is a regular practice for
the musclemen to create trou-
bles. let loose a reign of terror
through manhandling, looting.
raf)ing and sometimes even
killing in the shoal areas
backed by the local rich land
lords. Here bloodshed is in-
evitable," said a farmer of
Charﬁaguria under
Mehendiganj thana of the dis-
trict.

Meanwhile, reports are
pouring in here from different
places that the musclemen are
5etting ready for the show-

owns. In some places of the
district Sarbaharamen are also
being hired along with others it
is alleged.

A total of 20 police camps
have already been set up at the
troubled shoal areas and 10 to
15 more camps will also be set
up, district administration
source said.

According to local sources,
dispute over inter-district
boundary lines still exists.
Though pillars were erected in
many points along the demar-
cation lines earlier by the au-
thority concerned, yet laws are
frequently being violated.

The trouble prone shoal ar-
eas, as spotted by the local peo-
ple and the district administra-
tion are, Chargaguria under
Mehendiganj thana of Barisal
and Char Bheduria of Bhola,
Nilganj and Taltali of Amtali

nights fearing

From Aroop Talukdar

thana, Sonatala and
Majhercher under sadar thana
and Padmaarchar of

Patharghata thana of Barguna
district, Harimpalachar under

" Bhandaria thana of Perojpur

district, Charbasudevpur,
Pakdal. Rajnagar under Baufal
thana, Charkanaia,

Chhargangamati under
Kalapara thana, Charkazal,
Charbiswas, Charmantaj under
Galachipa thana of Patuakhali
district.

Magistrates would also be
deputed soon this year in some
high risk-trouble prone areas.
various district administration
sources said.

Meanwhile., report received
on Thursday night says: More
than two hundred armed lath-
ials of char Veduria of Pohola
entered into the Chargaguria of
Mehendiganj thana area of
Barisal district and brockdown
the pillar no-14 of the disputed
charland along the Barisal-
Bhola district border line at
midnight.

During three-hour Ilong
atrocities the lathials set
ablaze two houses and fired
nearly 10 rounds of gunshots.

They also looted away two
buffaloes and 10 cows from the
Chargaguria. Bhola sadar tha-
na ice arrested four lathials.

Chandpur Correspon-
dent adds: With the advent of
aman harvesting season, the
cultivators of different shoal
areas in the district are passing
their days in tension
apprehending attacks from
musclemen hired by rich land
lords. The shoals in and around
the river. Meghna, Padma and
Dakatia are some of the trouble
spots. These shoals are: Raj

Raberwarchar, Haimchar, Bal-
archar, lbrahimpur, Hanar-
char, Charkasem. Charbha-
iravi, Nilkamalchar, Borowc-
har.

The farmers living near the
shoal areas are apprehending
attack by musclemen and other
miscreants. The land lords in
shoal areas hire these profes-
slonal musclemen to snatch
away the harvested crops from
the farmers.

It is alleged that musclemen
all over the shoal areas are

reparing to swoop on the
armers. Preparation of these
miscreants are being observed
for a long time. They also use
firearms. it was learnt.

Looting of harvested crop,
arson, torture and killings are
common feature in the areas for
a long time. Every year miscre-
ants are looting farmers. They
usually set fire to dwellings
rendering poor farmers home-
less. Violence over the har-
vested crops occur mainly due
to disputes over the ownership
of the newly emerged land on
the riversides, Meghna, Padma,
and Dakatia. Their claims are
often challenged by rival groups
having forged documents.
Absence of proper border de-
marcation of district bound-
aries in the shoal areas is one of
the main causes of the dispute a
number of farmers informed.

Earlier, a number of cases
were filed by rival groups over
the ownership of newly-ap-
]peared shoals. These unsettled
itigations also contribute to
the violence in these areas.
Every year district administra-
tion take necessary measures to
check the violence, but dispute
remain.

N a‘tioq_ai _

Recent storm damages paddy fields

Aman production likely
to fall in Rajshahi Div

From Abdul Wadood

RAJSHAHI, Nov 22: Aman
Eaddv production is appre-

ended to fall considerable this

season from greater Rajshahi
region. according to concerned
SOUrces.

The storm that hit this re-
gion early this month due to de-
pression in the Bay of Bengal,
caused the damage. according to
BADC sources.

During the three-day long
occasional storm with heavy
downpours, paddy shoots with
recently blossomed flower-
spikes and half-ripen ear of
corn fell flat. Especially in the
lowlands, a large number of
flower-spikes of paddy got rot-
ten in the stagnant water. In the
high-lands, from where water
could be drained out anyhow,
‘chita’ (grain of paddy contain-
ing no rice) grew abundantly de-
creasing the production

In the 16 northern districts

of Rajshahi Division a total of
17.07.523 hectares of lands
have bedh brought under Aman
paddy cultivation this season,
according to official sources.
This amount is about 8. 500
hectares more than the target of
16.99,023 hectares

It was expected that
37.08.719 metric tons of rice
would be harvested this year
from the region. However, the
damage done by the recent
storms will adversely affect the
expected harvest, farmers and
concerned sources said.

Meanwhile, harvesting of
aman paddy has already been
started in many places ol
Rajshahi Division. According
to the local Agriculture

Extension Department. yield of
paddy is mostly rfrurdlng be-
tween 12-14 maunds per bigha
which is not very satisfactory

Wrath of a lover

CHANDFPUR. Nov 22: With
his marriage pm{;\osal spurned
a desperate youth attacked his
beloved along with her mother
and aunt in the town Thursday,
killing the aunt. reports UNB.

Police said the 30-year-old
Jahangir Alam, an unem ]Dfd
youth. fell in love witg is
teenage cousin, Jannatul Fer-
dousi. 18, and wanted to marry
her

But the girl's family was un-
willing to get her married with
him and also fixed her mar-
riage with someone else sched-
uled for Friday.

That infuriated Jahangir
who at once attacked Ferdousi,
her mother Feroza Begum. 40
and aunt Saleha Begum. 45, at
their Beparibarj residence at
about 10 am and stabbed all of
them

Ome of them. the teenager's
aunt. died on way to sadar hos-
pital. The critically wounded
mother was shifted to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

Neighbours caught Jahangir
red- handed and beat him up. He
was being treated at sadar hos-
pital under police custody

CHAPAINWABGANJ: Ercswon ol the river Padina has taken such a serious turn recently

at Pucca Union under Shibgan) thana in the district that houseowners setting for safer
places by dismantling their homesteads

— Star photo

Delay 1n road construction
works apprehended

From Our Corretpﬂndent

RAJSHAHI. Nov 22: The -
expected Kalpona Cinema Hall-
Rajshahi silk factory bypass
road cannot be commissioned in
due time, it is apprehended

According to sources, works
on construction of the road have
been at a slow pace. It will
take a t a year m addition to
be compileted. It is scheduled to
be compileted by the end of the
current fiscal year

Rajshahi Unnyan Kar-
tripokhya (Development Au-
thority-RDA) planned to comn-
struct the bypass road to connect
the two main streets of the city to
lessen the traffic jam in the ex-
isting narrow lane-like. road
running from Shabeb Bazar to
Rajshahi Stadium crossing and

accordingly they placed a pro-

After a long wait the EI’Oj-cct
was oved and Tk 6.80 crore

was ated for the purpose.
The project was started in
1994-95 fiscal year and sched-
uled to be cm&ﬁtd within the
fiscal year of 1 -97. The term
has only seven months more to
end but only about 35 per cent of
the total works have been com-
ed till now. Sources appre-
end that the rest amount of

works cannot be finished within

due time.

It is learnt that acquisition of

lands has almost been com-
. All the owners of the ac

quisitioned lands have also been

paid their compensation money

sever cases for some un
avoidable legal problems of
ownership of lands.

A total of Taka three crore
has been allocated for payment
of compensation.

Sources say that about Taka
four crore has been spent so far

including all expenses of the pro-
ject

Meanwhile, the main plan of
the one and a half kilometer
long and 40 feet wide road
has allegedly been changed re
portedly for the interests of a
number of influential BSOS

For this reason the road has now
taken a meandering shape due to
1s

wns at some '

The RDA authorities, how-
ever, that the 'turns
could not be avoided for some

actical reasons like gquality of

ds. costing. legal problems

Diarrhoea claims
3 in Svihet

From Staff Cerrespondent
SYLHET. Nov 22: Three peo-

ple, incl a child died of di-
arrhoea at villages Gobindana-
and under Biswanath

t aint last three days
Two v ~re identified as ur
Rahman and Abdul Jabbar
Eight more diarrhoea affected

have been admitted to
the local hospital. ex-chairman
of Khajanchigaon UP said

Dacoities 1n
Jhenidah

JHENIDAH. Nov 22: A gang
of dacoits looted valuables In-
cluding gold ormaments worth
about 50.000 from several
houses at village Pabahati in
the pourashava area recently,

UNB.

Police said, a
numbering
out the inmates from their
houses and looted their house-
hui:‘Il t.::; d[}wif. pmn;h and as-
sau 10w I's en I.hcy
tried to resist tl:g::n.

Another report adds: Police
Tuesday recovered the deadbody
of a newborn child from a pond
at Kanchan Nagar in the town.

The identity of the ill-fated
child could not be known. The
body was sent to Sadar hospital

morgue for autopsy.

2 alleged outlawed
party members held

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Nov 22 Gournadi
and Banaripara thana Police of
Barisal arrested two alleged
Sorbaharamen. Gani Peada and

Md. Sahajahan from Hasnabad

gang of dacoits

' of Gounadi thana and Maluhar

vill of Banaripara thana of
the district.

Both were wanted by police
on various charges includi
murder cases, police said.
Police also recovered a locally

made from Shyampur
i'nder akergan] thana of
| Barisal.

about seven called |
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One imprisoned
for marrying

second time

NARSINGDI, Nov 22;: A man
was awarded eleven months
simple imprisonment for his
second marriage without the
consent of his first wife, court
sources said here yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

The court also fined him Tk
3,000, in default, to suffer an-
other two months.

Accord to the prosecution
story, Ahu;ll%tl Baten, son of
Abdur Rahman of village Tek
Para in Polash thana married
Mariam Begum, daughter of
Abdul Aziz, of the same village
in 1994,

After six months Baten
married Hazera, daughter of
Ameer Box Pradhan village
Alir Tek in the same Lthana, for
the second time, without the
consent of Mariam. Aggrieved
Mariam filed a case against
Baten with the thana Family
Court.

One gets 10 yrs
for possessing
arms

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, Nov 22: One, Hos-
sain Al Mamun was convicted
and sentenced to ten years rig-
orous imprisonment for pos-
sessing illegal arms in a judg-
ment delivered on November
16.

According to prosecution.
acting on a secret information,
Abdul Awal, Sub-Inspector,
Pabna thana, along with a con-
tingent of police and acco -
nied by a Magistrate, rai
Room No. 204 of Pabna Poly-
technic Institute. During the
search of the room. police re-
covered two country-made guns
and two cartridges from inside
the bed of the accused Hossain
Al Mamun on April 3. 1996.

After investigation police
submitted chargesheet.

m Salma Banoo. Assis-
tant ssion Judge and Sub-
Judge, First Court. Pabna. de-
livered the judgment.

Two imprisoned
for murder

SATKHIRA. Nov 22: The Ad-
ditional District and Sessions
Judge has recently sentenced
two people to jail on different
terms in a murder case, reports
UNB.

Court sources said. the Judge
S K Raonaqul Islam sentenced
Maksudir Rahman to life term
in jail and Abdul Bari to seven
years imprisonment for killing
one Abdul Sattar at Gabura in
Syamnagar thana.

The Judge also fined Bari Tk
5.000. in default. to suffer three
months more imprisonment.

According to prosecution.
the accused invited Abdus Sat-
tar Khan of Kayra of Khulna
district to their house to settle
their long dispute over a land
and killed him on the night of
January 19. 1994

The Judge after examinin
I 3 witnesses found the accu
guilty of murder and pro-
nounced the judgment on Tues-
day -

Clash over land:
4 hurt in
Gaibandha

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA. Nov 22 Four
including a woman sus-
tained serious injuries when
their rival group attacked them
with deadly ﬂtlﬁﬂl at village
Piyerapur under Sadar thana in
the district on November 17.
On the day of the incident
their rival Rowshan Ali accom-
with some others armed
with deadly weapons came to

take possession of a plot owned

by a widow Rosy Begum of the
said vﬂl‘E. tried to resist
the out rs. n the miscre-

ants began to beat her. Her three
sons Rabin, Rumi and Golap.
encountered the miscreants
The miscreants attacked them
with deadly weapons. All four
of them sustained serious in-
jhun . They were rushed to the
mfual in a critical condition.
case was filed with the
sadar thana. but none was ar-

| rested yet

Call to set up
nat’l institute of

oceanography

CHITTAGONG. Nov 22. Some
experts of the Marine Science
Institute ol the University of
Chitt have pleaded for es-
lablishment of national insu
tute of oceanography for facili-
tatin exploration and re-
search of marine resources of
the country

Talki to BSS th said,
Bangladesh has vast varied
marine resources. but there is
no institute or research facili-
ties for those marine resources
which when properly tapped
and exploited could contribute
towards economic development
of the country

They pointed out that a fea-
sibility study was made in this
comnection in the coun SOme
time ago with foreign assistance
and a national committee was
also formed for this purpose
The commitiee revi the
feasibility study report and sug-
grllﬁltl rlllhﬂlhmr t of a na-
tional institute o m:eulglu
phy but the concerned authori-
ties are yet to take
steps to establish the muc
needed institute of oceanogra
phy experts added

GOPALGANJ, Nov 22: Gopal-
ganj has become a transit point
of banned drug like phensidyl
and similar cough syrups
smuggled from India across
borders of Satkhira, Jessore
and Khulna.

The smugglers are active for
the last six months with the
help of some unemployed
youngmen and women.

Phensidyl is carried to a
number of recognised border
nts and then smuggled into

j town. Here the goods

are packed in plastic containers
for supplying to Madaripur,

Faridpur, Barisal, Dhaka and
other parts of the country
Gopalganj Police, sources said.
ore the nose of the mem-
bers of law enforcing agencies

Gopalganj — a transit
pownt of drug smugglers

From Alimuzzaman Miah

drugs are sent to Mollahat ferry
ghat, Gopalganj bus stand, Cha-
pulghat, hospital area, jail
. Press Club point, Ghoster-
char, Mijapara, Mohammad-
ara, Gatepara and Ku
us stand areas of the town,
which are well known spots for
the _Itirladc of ;rip dnl.tgu.

e use ensidy]l amon
the addicts haf been -
thereby raising its deman
E?}fh in turn has resulted in

price.
henidyl is being sold between

en s
gakn 1%‘@ Taka 160.

Gopalganj police arrested
one person, bindha with 20
bottles of phensidyl from
Gatepara area in the town re-
cently.

People have sought effective

measures from the authorities
concerned to check smuggling
immediately.

According to sources, the
banned drug reach Gopalganj
town thruucFE road routes %rnm
Khulna and Satkhira. The road
from Bagerhat to Gopalganj is
narrow and not widely u by
regular truck and bus drivers.
About 15 passenger buses run
on this routes. Most of them al-
legedly are involved in carrying
thf: drug bottle one way or the
other.

The drugs in containers are
then repacked for further
despatch to other neighbouring
districts. As many as 500 yoyn
boys regularly take phensidy

p in the town. a phensidyl
trader informed.

PABNA: The river Jamuna which was once a mighty river has now turned into merely a
canal. Sharp fall in water level and emergence of shoals at various points of the river have
reduced its navigability to a great extent. The depth of water on the river channel is now
little over 8 feet. As a result, the ferries are compelled to move very slowly. Recently the
original ferry ghat has been shifted from Nagarbari to Raghunathpur.

— Star photo by Ranesh Maitra
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Massive Rabi crops
farming scheme

From Our Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR. Nov 22;
‘About 45.620 hectares of land
have been brought under Rabi
crops farming in the district
during the current season.

According to Agriculture
Extension Department (AED).
of the total land 36 thousand
hectares will be brought under
Boro cultivation, of which 11
thousand hectares under local
variety and 25 thousand will be
brought under High Yielding
Variety (HYV).

With the implementation of
the scheme it is ted that
about 97,050 metric tons of

Boro will be produced in the dis-

trict.

Besides this, under the same
prograrnme, about 300 hectares
of land will be brought under
wheat cultivation, hectares
under maize., ¥N0 hectares un-
der potato, 1000 hectares under
sweet potato. 2820 hectares un-
der mustard. 3000 hectares un-
der winter vegetables and 367
hectares under diflerent vari-
eties of pulses.

The production target of
these Ra are fixed at 600
metric tons of wheat, 125 met-
ric tons of maize,

14670 metric
tons of sweet potato, 3000 met-
ric tons of winter vegetables,
2538 metric tons of mustard
and 303.76 metric tons of dif-
ferent varieties of pulses.

For successful implementa-

tion of this massive bi cro
cultivation programme. AE
has arranged 350 demonstra-

tion plots of different Rabi
crops in six thanas of the dis-
trict to educate the farmers on
the scientific methods of culti-
vation.

Besides this. the rmment
has allocated Taka 27 lakh 76
thousand 340 for Post-flood
Agriculture Rehabilitation
Scheme in the district. Accord-
ing to sources, under this
scheme seeds and fertilizer

will be distributed
among the flood affected poor
farmers free of cost for ensuring

Boro and Rabi crops and trans-
planted Aman cultivation.

It is mentionable here that
the farmers are optimistic
about bumper yield of Aman
paddy this year due to good

owth of the Aman plant in
oulvibazar district.

Officials of the district AED
office have ssed the same
optimism. e AED sources
said, a total of one lakh 5 thou-
sand 640 hectares of land were
brought under Aman cultiva-
tion in the district, of which
71640 hectares were Yield-
ing Variety and 34000 hectares
were local variety. The produc-
tion target is fixed at two lakh
23 thousand 678 metric tons of

paddy.

On the other hand. a total of
69.494 metric tons of Aus
were produced in the district in

last Aus season st the tar-
et of 75000 metric tons. The
D sources further added that
Aus paddy was cultivated in
38661 hectares of land in Moul-
vibazar district. of which 25483
hectares of land were High
Yielding Variety and 13178
hectares of land was local vari-
ety.

Housewife gang
raped

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 22: A house-
wife, Shahina Begum in her
early twenties, was allegedly

gl.r: raped.
cording to police sources,

the victim, wife of a rickshaw-
van puller was raped by five
{nungmen in presence of her

usband, Abdul Huq In a
shrimp enclosure at Fakirhat
thana of Bagerhat district on
Tuesday might.
! g ﬁdﬁﬂummw
ater rescu
in a critical condition.

ed 11} filing of this repor

rested t s rt
on Thursday night.

Bus strike on
‘Kaliganj-Meherpur
road passes 6th day

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Nov 22: Bus
strike on Kaliganj-Meherpur
route was not withdrawn even
after six days of the strike, ac-
cording to local passcngers.

Some workers of motor
sramik union at Kaliganj in-
formed this correspondent that
they were compelled to con-
tinue strike from November 17
noon as the mail buses were
carrying local passengers on
Kaliganj-Kotchandpur. Kali-
amg-ﬂhuadmga and Kaliganj-

eherpur routes despite re-
peated requests.

When contacted the Deputy
Commissioner, Jhenidah told
this correspondent that he was
not aware about the incident.

. Mother, child

found dead

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Nov 22: Poba
thana Police recovered two dead
bodies of a mother and her mi-
nor child Monday evening from
the remote village of Tetulia.

Police suspected that the
mother Rowshan Ara. 30, and
the minor son Liton, 9. were
killed by her husband. the fel-
low-wife and some other rela-
tives by suffocation. The bodies
were later thrown away in a
vegetable. field near a jungle.
Some people saw the bodies in
the noon and reported to the

police.

Police reoonitly  arrested the
fellow-wite Rokeva Begum and
the mother-in-law aheda

Begum. The husband and other
accuse. however. managed to
flee.

According to police, relation
between Rowshan Ara and her
husband. Ajad was not good.

3 allegedly
murdered

BOGRA, Nov 22: Three peo-
ple, including a couple, were
murdered and a daring dacoity
was committed in the town re-
cently. reports UNB.

Police said Zobbar Ali, 65.

"Future of wildlife depends

on state policy"

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY
Nov 22 Speakers al a seminar
on “Wildlife Conservation of
Bangladesh: Constraints and
pects” held on Thursday at
Institute of Biological Sciences
(IBSc) Conference Hall, Ra-
jshahi University have said
that illiteracy and y are
the main constraints for con-
servation of wildlife of

adesh.

Professor M Altaf Hossain.
former pro-Vice Chancellor,
Rajshahi Umwzrnltg and presi-
dent of Bangladesh Zeological
Society presenting the te
paper said. that the wildlife of
Bangladesh could not be con-
served by one ministry but inte-
grated approach of different
ministries specially ministry
of fisheries and livestock, min-
istry of forest & environment is
essential. Strict implementa-
tion of the B adesh Wildlife
(Preservation) Act, 1973 and

romulgation of special legis-
ations is a must for habitat
preservation, Prof Altaf added.

The future status of the
wildlife will de on the na-
ture of political and economic
policies, he also mentioned.

Giving the prospects of
wildlife conserva a promi-
nent of the .
Pred Aal Cid, omservetien U
wildlife will help to reduce

and upheld socio-eco-

poverty
nemic condition of our :
Ifﬂdeﬂmrwm

| we destroy ourselves, he cau-

tioned. Giving a series of rec-
ommendation, about the con-
servation of wildlife. Prof Altaf
said "we can develop farmin
system with the wildlife o
adesh like other countries
of the world. Crocodiles. turtles
and snakes farms are well de-

veloped in different countries of

the world i India.

We can developed wildlife
farms of deer, elephants.
aquatic mammals, he added
Prof M Yusuf Ali. Vice-Chancel-
lor of Rajshahi University, in
his inaugural speech said.
human being is the most fero-
cious living creature in the
world as do not care about
killing of animals. "If we are
conscious about the impact of
killing animals the conserva-
tion of wildlife would be easily
done.” he added.

Prof K A M Sahadat Hossain
Mondol in his presidential ad-
dress at the opening session of
the seminar said, "we must con-
serve our wildlife for stability
of our ecosystemn and socio-eco-
nomic sustainability. He
that our glorious wildlife her-
itage can help us to devel
tourism in eur <country. Pro
Farid Ahsan of Chittagong
University, Prof Sohrab Ali,
Prof M A Mannan, Prof Bidhan
Chandra Das were the discus-
sants in the technical session
with Prof Khalequzzaman,
Chairman of Dv‘pcn
ment, n.jm.m- y in

the chair.

and his wile Amena Bibi. 55,
were found dead at their Tangra
residence in sadar thana on the
night of November 15

Police suspected that the
couple have been killed follow-
in%Ja family dispute They said.
Zobbar's brother. Mofizuddin
and his nephew went into hid-
ing after the killing

On the same night, a body ot
a youngman. Jewel. 15 was re
co with several cut marks
from the bank of river Karatoa
from Fultali area in the town

Besides. a gang of dacoits
SWOO0 on the house of one
Abdul Hashem at Fuldighi vil
1 at night and loot valu-
a worth of Tk 50,000 at gun

point

Loan for winter
crops farming

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, Nov 22° A loan
of Taka 75.82 000 has been dis
bursed among 939 farmers of
five districts — Faridpur. Ra

jbari, Gopalganj. Madaripur
and Shariatpur under greater
Faridpur district during the

current season for the cultiva
tion of onion and different
kinds of spices

According to official source,
Sonali Bank, Faridpur zone has
distributed the short-term agri
culture loan through its 22
branches across greater Farid
pur district

Some of the poor beneficia
ries told the Daily Star that this
loan has benefitted them

Previously the farmers used
to take loan, from village

tenders on interest at an

4 exorbitant rate



