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couldnt s leep. And deci-
dedlio o out of Iy
bedroom window.
Passing th rough the lonely
alleys ‘with faintly Mt
| car ne across a tall

e

dearie” she said, grinn with
her tartar full nf teeth "Here's

:

TWEL H(]S']‘S ez | Th reatened Mlg ratory Birds

:
:

g
5
e
2goE2
35
i

i

1
L

:

g

_?i.

1 cou 't resist anymore,
and my (¢ mptation to know my
12 hostss was just overwhelm-
ing tll:'ﬁu *d the latcl:l.]lnd thcdl

r doror with a creak.
"Oh!"] u» 1|wm1md in S€ as
I step. pf:d in a Inng which

-4

wWas atcd b
an a' ctractiw: red carpet wit
glitte lights and a golden
whiite » counter. | moved

towa rds the counter and rang
the pgolden bell. | heard some
kinc | of bustling and shout
from the door behin
the counter. "No [ shall go. you
idio t!" cried a gruffly voice in
irri tation.

* fMen a tall hunch-backed
ma n came out of the door
stv mbling. "Oh! A girl, guest
thi & time" he seemed to tell
hir nself. “You must” then he

sa' ¢)d to me. "have come for a -

ro« ym, | mean the room.” "Yes!” |
sti arted and was about to explain
m y reason. but was interrupted.
"M lever a moment late.” said he
g uiffly but with a humorous
tc m e, as he held out a golden key
I; th a white Iui-;_;; TEE
7 Everyt seems to be golden
2 w1d white "1 told m .
Now | had a clearer look of
' the man as he hurriedly tried to
hand the key. He was quite old,
troad across the shoulder, had
ia large face with thin whiskers
along the wide lips. He had
gloomy eyes which were almost
covered by the thick caterpillar
like brows. The most extraor-
thing was his ears. As |
took the key from him, | saw
his right ear suddenly curl up. |
was totally lost in bewilder-
ment, | looked again, thinking
1 was wrong. but no the ear was

all curled up, | k?n on looki
until a stream faimt sounds

Then | started to think that thc
ear must have been like that in

the first place. As | was about to -

leave | saw the other ear curl up
too. For the first time since |
arrived there. | was frightened.
voiding 'te see Anything
weird, I almost ran.

I timidly followed the son.
He was a sickly looking weak.
slim person, very tall and very

. He also had -lu?id eyes,
ever shaking legs. | was es-
corted to an expansive looking

room which was all decorated

E
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by Resmin Haq; Jesmin Haq
realised my presence and faced
me. She was a young girl with

blue eyes, a sweet mouth
lovely crimson coloured

in white and golden.
mother shall bring you
soda in a few moments”
informed Groval dully. He was
about to leave. and | was
to look around, when
nly he turned back. look-
ing very ferocious, and in blank
nger said "and dinner shall be
served in 15 minutes”.
heard him. because | was totally
terrified. One of his stupid eye
balls squirted and changed
colour. Before | could say or do
anything he left. Thank God! |
tried hard to make myself come
and believe what | saw was
nothing but mental illusions.
"A wash would make me feel
| told myself as I
pushed a white door of a room.
resumed to be a wash-
] e door opened in a
flash! My heart gave the great-
ap. that one can experi-
en it bounced back like

a j:il ball,

"Hello! you are then our next
she said sweetly,
"Yes!" | replied. and was going
to ask her how did she know,
but my words curled up back in
my tongue, because the beauty
princess was no cute one, but
sorceress. As
ipped her hand in the tube full
r. it immediately tuned
as red as blood and then again it
vanished in a moment. | felt my
mind had gone wac
saw all these. The girl turned
"See you at dinner".
smiling maliciously as she left.

"Oh! God. | must have gone
mad"” | told myself as I stood at
the tub, now empty, leaving no
traces of water as any evidence
to what I have seen.

A loud knock came on the
door and in came a large fat
woman with heaps of curly
that seemed to have been in-
tentionally fixed for the small

customer’

I hardl

disguised
ﬂfp wate

when |

fresher” and said.

which |

as | saw an ex-
y attractive person with
a graceful figure in a long white
satin dress standing in the
bathroom. She had somehow

your drink.” Slowly I tnuk the IKE the canary taken sands of ks — and the tures rose by about one degree

ﬁlau& from the grip of the thick

Ex?'?cu something to
hap n) ou drink on while I

tug alnng fixing the dinner.,”
0

said the st mun‘mled as her

greenish eyes sparkled with in-
terest. She had just turned and
moved towards the door, when

in a fraction of a second her

whole bunch of curled hair

turned into di:ﬁusttng horren-
dous black snakes. | could not
believe this wasn't true, and
screamed out of terror. Surpris-
ingly, the woman didn't even
turn to see why | had screamed!

She gingerly left the room. I
didn't drink what they gave me
in fear that something terrible
might happen.

A while later, | was called
downstairs. Slowly | walked to
the table, arr with creepy
looking tall chairs lined
along it. Evcr}rthln now
seemed to be black. e cur-
tains were black, mirrors

black. decoration black. lights
were black everything black
and there was no fi laid on
the large table for eating.

My stomach gripped with

| terror and | reluctantly set on

my tall black chair, that was
opposite to the head of the
host's chair. One by one m
hosts appeared in unbelievable
scoppy apparels. The hosts who
first arrived were not those
whom | had met, but scary look-
ing ones, each came and gave
me a horrid glance, which made
my whole body stiffen under
fear.

Soon all my 12 hosts were
seated. They made a weird toast
for me without drinks. And
then the real part came. The
host father (1 still could see his
ears curled up) declared to start
eating. But to my real surprise.
there was no food there and no
food was coming which I ex-
pected. Then suddenly. |1 could
see the greedy teeth of my host.
and their mouth full of water.
My heart almost jumped out of
my throat in fear. as instinct
told me that | was the dinner of
my hosts.

The room grew darker and
darker as seconds ticked away.
The impatient appetite grew
larger and larger and the eaters
came closer and closer to me!
For several moments | couldn't
move, but when alarm inside
me hooted, nothing could stop

me from running. | lea out of

a window like a thief and ran
like a deer., away from the
tiger's den. [ didn't stop for any-
thing until 1 jumped into my
bed in my room and fainted. |
woke by God's grace the next
morning. thinking whether it
was a dream or not. But surely. |
had learned a lesson for night

I adventures.

down into the coal
mines to warn miners of
methane gas, migratory birds
are telling humans that the
earth's climate is changing,
according to a report released in
Washington Nov. 16 by the
world wildlife fund, reports
BE»B
Ilk: th: unfortunate
can birds are far
more r:attned the d s
posed by changes in the world's
::Illlnmte than rdtll:leg tummth around
em, acco o the report,
titled, 'interrupted ﬂight:p{::li-
mate change impacts and bird
migration.’

"Global warming will un-
doubtedly wreak havoc with the
migration cycle of many bird
species.” according to Adam
Markham. author of the new
report which calls for govern-
ments to commit themselves to
strict limits on the emission of
carbon dioxide and other
“greenhouse gases.”

The report. part of a WWF
campaign on global climate
change, comes amid growing
concern over the impact of
global warming on human
populations and health. even as
oil and gas companies and hu-
man populations and health,
even as oil and gas companies
and some oil-producing states
insist that there is still no con-
clusive proof that the burning
of fossil fuels contributes to the
phenomenon.

According to most climatol-
ogists and atmospheric scien-
tists, such emissions are ex-
Fectctu;.lym warmhthf earth’s sur-
ace as much as 3.5 de%rees
fahrenheit by the end of the
next century.

In a major policy change in
July. the administration of US
President Bill Clinton an-
nounced that it will seek a bind-
ing treaty to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions at an interna-
tional conference in Tokyo late
next year. Until then.
Washington had supported a
1992 according that set non-
binding targets for reducing
emissions.

Most industrialised coun-
tries. including the United
Stalr:ﬂ haw_' failed to meet those
tar which is why
Was mgtnn is now calling for
mandatory reductions.

Migratory bird species are
especially vulnerable to climate
change. because of both the
enormous distances they travel
— in sOme cases, tens of thou-

of sensitive habitats on whic
th:r{ rely, according to the re-
po

The greatest current threat

to migratory birds is the loss of
habitat due to human activity
inc]udinﬁ the destruction nf
forests,

water pollution, and the devel-
opment of coastal areas, the re-
port says.

rainage of wetlands,

But global warming now

looms as an even greater threat,
because it may affect "their
chances for survival on every
leg of their migratory. journey —
at the breeding grnundn at the
“ﬂnt:ﬂngcgrnunda and at the
stops in

fahrenheit.

"The birds are likely mmdnﬁ

now, but their habitat is not,
says Dr. Jeff Price, Director of
the American bird conservan-
cy's important bird area.

The s fic climate-related

threats faced by the birds in-
clude rises in sea level and
coastal flooding: changes in the
timing of the seasons: and drier
weather in certain regions, ac-
cording to the report.

Coastal wetlands are among

the ecosystems that are most
volnerable to climate change,
according to the report. Tidal
deltas. sandy beaches. barrier
islands, mudflats, salt

"The effect of global warm-
ing on bird migrations is like a
family setting out on a cross-
country road trip only to dis-
cover that all ol the gas sta-
tions. hotels, and restaurants
are closed”. says Markham,
who directs the WWF's global
climate change campaign. "you
wouldn't get too far and you
might not even survive.”

Already. scientists and
birdwatchers are reporting
changes in bird migrating pat-
terns, much as one recent st
of a butterfly. the edith's
checkspot. found that its mi-

rating range had shifted 150
ms to the north over the last
century as average tempera-

marshes, mangroves, and la-
goons all provide rich feeding
ﬁrﬂunds for migratory shore-
irds, providing them with the
num:nts they need to cover
great distances.

During the last century, sea
level has risen by between 10
and 25 cms, and the rate of rise
is expected to be two to five
times that over the next 100
years. Apart from the flooding
of coastal areas. sea-level rise
can destroy coastal freshwater
systems. according to the re-
port.

The results is rapid changes
in the vegetation and animal
life of these sensitive coastal
a.rﬂ.l in such a short span of

time that the birds have no op-
portunity to adjust their diet,
acr:urdingi to the report.

Glob warming is already
affecting the t of bird [m“
grations, the says. In the
united states, for example,
species of spring migrants are
arriving earlier in the up
michigan peninsula than be-
fore — at the rate of about one
day for every ten years — and
scientists and birdwatchers re-
port similar phenomena else-
where.

That could be catastrophic
for species such as the red knot,
i turmstone and sanderling
which rely on the eggs of mil-
lions of horseshoe crabs that
emerge from the atlantic ocean
into the Delaware bay on their
journey northwards. But cli-
mate change may cause the
birds to arrive earlier, before
the crabs, whose life-cycle is
not geared to temperature
change, hatch.

Inland, too., warming could
have disastrous effects on mi-
grating birds, especially as the
climate in some areas mes
drier. These include the great

lains of North America, the
editerranean basin, and parts
of southern Africa.

Of greatest concern is the
Arctic Tundra, summer home to
many species of shorebirds. The
Western Arctic has just experi-
enced its warmest decade on
record. Disappearance of the
Tundra, which would result
from the melting of its per-
malfrost would threaten species
such as the snow goose and the
sanderling.

In addition to the Arcitc, the
report identifies 14 major wet-
lands freci1uented by migratory
birds as those most threatened
by climate change, ranging
from the Great Salt Lake to
Tierra Del Fuego in the
Americas and from the Solway
Firth in the British Isles to the
Zambezi valley in southerm
Africa.

The wetlands of the
Mediterranean, the Chesapeake
and Delaware bays of the east-
ern United States, the
Coppename river of Suriname,
the Banc d'Anguin off
Mauritania, the Sunderbans
Mangroves of Bangladesh and
India, and the deltas and estu-
aries of the Mekong and
Yangtze rivers are also critical
bird areas under greatest threat
from global warming..accord-

lrghtheml. Iu YIE4Ey

Y choice of Muhammad
to lead the list of the
world's most influential
persons may surprise some
and may be questioned
by others, but he was the only
man in history who was
supremely successful on both
the and secular levels
Oof mble origins, Muha-
mmad founded and pro
mulgated one ol the world's
t rel , and became an
mmensely effective political
leader. Today, thirteen cen
turies after his death. his influ

ence is still powerful and perva

sive.
The ty of t BSOS
in this hldtht antage

of born and raised in cen-
tres of civilisation. highly cul-
tured or politically pivetal na-
tions. Muhammad, mm:.
was born in the year 570, in the
city of Mecca. in southern
Arabia  at that time a backward
area of the world, far from the
centres of trade, art, and learn-

ing

rﬂﬂl::nlata#ﬂx..htma
modest surroundings

Islamic tradition tells us that
he was illiterate. His economic

when. at age
twenty-five, he married a
wealthy widow. Nevertheless.
as he hed forty. there
was little outward indication
that he was a remarkable per-
sSomn.

Most Arabs at that time were

. who believed in many

. There were, however. in

. a small number of Jews

and Christians: it was from
them no doubt that Muhammad
first learmmed of a si . om-
nipotent God who the en-
tire universe. When he was forty
old, Muhammad became
convinced that this one true

For three s, Muhammad
preached nnjy to close friends
Erllg ;;L:lﬂtiatcﬁ Then. about
began preaching in pub-

lic. As he slowly gained I:t:n

verts. the Hcccan authorities
came to consider him a danger-
ous nuisance. [In 622 ing for
his safety. Muhammad fled to

Hegira. was tu point of
the Prophet's life. In ca. he
had had few followers. In

Muhammad From A
Different Angle

Michael H Hart is a disinguished historion and the writer of the
book, “The 100°. In this book, he has catagorically ranked
notabiliies according o thelr influences on society and mankind.
A man with a diferent set of religious convictions, Michael H Hart
has placed Muhammad aof the apex and has slogquently siated
his reasons behind it. Here is an abridged account of what he has
said in The 100.

ended in 630 with Mubhammad's
triumphant return to Mecca as
conqueror. The remaini
and one-half years of his life
witnessed the rapid conversion
of the Arab tribes to the new re-
ligion. When Muhammad died.
in 632, he was the eflective ruler
of all of southern Arabia

The Bedouin tribesmen of
Arabia had a reputation as
Burt their num-
ber was small: and plagued by
disunity and internecine war-

had been no match
arger armies of the
kingdoms in the settled agricul-
the north.
unified

uered all of Meso :

ria. and Palestine. By 642,
Egypt had been wrested from
the Byzantine Empire,
the Persian armies had been
crushed at the key batties of
Qadisiya in 637. and Nehavend
in 642

How. then,
overall
Muhammad on human history?
Like all religions, Islam exerts
an enormous influence u
the lives of its followers.
reason
founders of the world's great re-
ligions all figure prominently
in this book. Since there are
roughly
Christians as Mosiems in the
. it may initially
nge that Muhammad has
been ranked higher than Jesus.

I8 one o assSFsSs
impact

fierce warriors.

fare. t
for the

However,
HuMmg:;dh the first time in
story, inspired by their
fervent belief inn the one true
God, these small Arab armies
now embarked upon one of the
most astogishiryg series of con-
quests in human
Jarie Noa Parnies Eiaaive i e
arge an
Sassanids. to the northwest lay
the Byzantine.
Roman Empire centered in
C-m‘;ltanfirn le.
- y. the Arabs were
wr their

o battle, w
. Arabs rapidly con-

There are two
sons for that decision. First.
Huhm:d ayed
in the
mﬂﬂlﬂmﬂmmmdm
development
Christianity Although Jesus
sible for the main
ethical and moral precepts of
Christianity (insofar as these
differed from Judaism), St. Paul
was the main developer of
Christian theology. its princi-

. To the a far more

or Eastern

no ma'
On th

pal proselytizer. and the author
of a large portion of the New
Testament

Muhammad. however. was
responsible for both the theol-
ogiv of Islam and its main ethi-

and moral principles. In ad-
dition, he played the key role in
prnﬁrhrlizlnﬁthr new faith, and
in establishing the religious
practices of Islam. Moreover, he
Is the author of the Moslem

holy scriptures. the Koran, a
( nlfr

Muhammad's insights. Most of
these utlerances were copled
more or less faithfully during
Muhammad's lifetime and were
collected together in authorita

tive form not long after his
death

The Koran. therefore, closely

ction of certain of

represents Muhammad's ideas
and teachings and o a consid-

erable extent his exact words
No such detailed c tion of
leachings of Christ has sur-
vived. Since the Koran is at
least as important to Moslems
as the Bible is to Christians. the
influence of Muhammad
through the medium of the
Koran has been enormous. [t is
probable that the relative influ-
ence of Muhammad on Islam
has been larger than the com-

bined influence of Jesus Christ
and St. Paul on Christianity.
On the purely rel ul level,
then, it seems likely that
Muhammad has been u influ-
ential in human history as

Jesus.

- The 100, A Ranking
of the I Persons
in History by H Hart.

My Likes and

Dislikes .
I H’t w t:.::d: outside

| like to play with dolis,
But never with balls.

What s
the Sphinx?

F course. the sphinx most
us think of is the Great
nx that stands at
Giza, Egypl near the pyramids
Actually. a sphinx is a monster
that was common in the myths
of ancient peoples. The Greeks
thought of it as having the head
of a woman. the hndp of a lion,
and wings. The Egyptians
thought of it as a 'Mn:l{ss lion
with the head and breasl of a
man
The Great Sphinx of Egypt
was once a hill of rock left over
from the building of the Great
Pyramid. Later It was carved
into a huge lion with the head of
a man. It stands 20 metres high
with a length of 73 metres. It
was probably carved to resem
ble the face of a king called
Chephren, a king of the fourth
Egyptian dynasty
In ancient times. lions lived
in the desert just beyond the
valln' cr.[ tht Nile. Hclt‘au-t they

-
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were strong and beautiful,
Egyptian sculptors carved sta-
tus of them to guard the en-
trances to temples. Later on, in-
stead of a lion's head. they
carved the head of a king.

In ancient Egypt the kings
were considered to be descended
from the Sun God, who was
called Ra. When a king died. he
himsell was supposed to become

the sun god. So the Great

Sphinx represents the kings as

the sun god guarding the pyra-
mids

Although there is no other
sphinx as large as the Great
Sphinx at Giza, many kings had
their likenesses carved as
sphinxes. In one case, a sphinx
was made with the face of a
woman, Queen Hatshepsut, whﬂ
seized the throne and ruled the
couniry. This sphinx was given
a beard to represent Queen

Hatshepsul s power

J:, .-_,r"!"--"i;,.i"h #w |

What Is the Rosetta Stone"

S you know. one of the
-greatest civilizations of
all time was the one ol
ancient E.f;_v pt. A long timme ago
man had already begun to
unearth monuments and
buildings and treasures of all
sorts going back to ancient
F e was a strange kind
writing found with many of
thrsr objects and buildings, but
no one could read it. And there
seemed to be no way to figure
out what it meant.

The early Greeks believed

that Egyptian priests produced

these writings for sacred pur-
poses. so they called them hi

eroglyphs. which meant “sacred
carvings”. And this type of writ
ing came to be known as hiero-
glyphs. which meant "sacred

carvings And this type of
writing came to be known as hi
er hics

er the Greeks, no big ef-
fort 'I"Iﬂ made to understand
these writings until the seven
teenth century. when many
scholars worked an the prob-
lem. But they had no success
Then in 1799 a wonderful dis
covery was made. A black slab
of basalt was found, which had
lain for centuries near one of
the Mpouths of the river Nile It

was named the Rosetla stone al
ter the town where it was found

Now what made the Rosetta
stone so valuable was that it
had a message written in three
different languages. One was
Greek. a second. hierogl s,

and the third. a late form of

Egyptian writing called de-
motic, a sort of abbreviated hi-

eroglyphic.
any years of study of these
writings now began. Greek

text could be read and under-

stood. and by com Il tu

the others the Ion%
hieroglyphic writing was ﬂ
nally revealed. The man who

mmﬂllhtd this in 1822 was
A nt young Frenchman

called Jean Francois Champo-

llion.
As a result of his

it has been possible for histort-
ans to trace the life, customs.

and =¥ - f the g as
far back as 31500 B.C.. was

because hieroglyphics were the
earliest form o writ -

ing and one of the o -known

systems of writing

Basically it is picture writ
ing. Each picture re ts an
object. Bul this ting devel

as time wenti on, and laier

tians wrote down words
ideas and sounds,

‘WhatlIs an Obelisk?

N obelisk is a slender

shait with a ramid-

sh top. first
and most famous ol the monu-
ments was made in :

These Egyptian obelisks are
considered to be true obelisks,
because each one was carved
from a single stone. Some fa-
mous memorials in the United
States. such as the Bunker Hill
and Washington monuments,
are shaped like obelisks, but
they are made of many small

of stone.

The Egyptians believed that
the obelisk was the home of the
spirit of the sun. Obelisks were
usually made in pairs and
placed on each side of the gates
tn temples and tombs. The tnﬁa

en covered with bri
m:tlh such as gold, to reflect
the sun's rays. Inscriptions in

"".’.ﬂ"""‘ b gor g
ﬂ &hm came

from a granitf quarry near
Aswan. Some were over twenty-
four metres tall. How were the
Egyptians able to move these
tremendous shafts? No one
knows exactly It has been es-
timated that more than twenty

thuusand men would be nmdcd

o pull one. From the quarry the
nbclluka were dragged to the
Nile River. They were loaded on
to barges and shipped to differ-
ent cities.

Throughout history, Egyp-
tian obelisks have been sent all
over the world. The ancient
Romans were very impressed by
them. M‘ter the Romans
conquered in 30 B.C., they
moved about fifteen obelisks to
Italy. No one knows how they
did this.

The obelisk that stands in
front of St. Peter's cathedral in
Rome was brought to Rome at
about that time. Sixteen cen-
turies later, in 1585, it was
moved to the square in front of
Lthe cathedral. The operation
took nearly a year!

In the nineteenth century
three obelisks were moved from

. The first was set in the
ace d-f.- la Concorde in in
1836. The second obelisk was
set up on the banks of the
Thames in London in 1880. The
third was placed in Central
Park in New York City in 1881,
The London and New York
obelisks are both called
Cleopatra's Needle.

I was a wintry night

The wind whistied,
The frees hustied,

| shivered with fright

My mother came in
Telling me that

Back fo bed.

And the dogs howled
While | snored and slept.

|. and cuddied me HNght.
I drank some waler and

A Nightmare

by Abrar Athar

My mother had lucked me Hight,

lmuodbmy:ﬂhmw

I might, | might, run away one night’
Suddenly someone came-He came-He
camel He came with a shining knife
Threatening fo lake my life!

And fried fo scream with all my might
But all | did was spend a restiass night

And suddenly sprang up with a No-o!

-

my feel



