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An Early Warning

We Wednesday's anarchy in front of the
DSE building as a fortuitous but inevitable re-
minder of what needed to be done to streamline
the stock market on a this-far-and-no-further
premise. This is not to condone the kerb market-
men's siege of the DSE to force things their way but
to emphasise the fact that where a system is lack-

flate the bloated public expectations of a continu-
ing bonanza from the stock market. our firm be-
lief is that if a system is in place even that detail
will be automatically taken care of.

Let's face it — there is some opaqueness in the

sider trading' and ‘'manipulation’ are not without
foundations much as the kerb trading has been ev-
idently so very hay-wire and risk-prone for the

We have three specific suggestions to make by
way of ensuring transparency in the stock market
operations. First of all. the felt-need of a Central
Depository System has to be met without any fur-
ther ado. A task force was constituted for this pur-
posé sometime ago and now we would like to see it
deliver the result. The introduction of CDS merits
urgent attention because it can help obviate the
kerb market aberration. Secondly, let there be
computerised display of shares, prices and profiles
etc. on the bourse as a ready and transparent reck-
oner for use by everybody concerned. The blind
selling and buying that go on create market distor-
tions we have become so wary of. Thirdly, there is
no mechanism to ensure broker accountability
and they are taken on their words by the unsus-
pecting investors who have no way ol knowing
what has transpired in the web-like exclusive cir-
cuits. The brokers should be required to produce
documentary evidence in support of what they say
or claim whenever asked by the investors to do so
on pain of losing their licences to operate.

The modernisation process will receive a fillip if
we can arrange cross-border trading through regu-
lar network displays of our stocks abroad. That is
the global up market trend now. The single-track
trading impedes maturation.

The government, for its part ,had better avoid
ad-hoc measures that tended to breed a mercurial
temper in the market.
| Jail Reality

A report published in the yesterday's issue of The
Daily gﬁtar gave the number of prisoners in the
country to be 46,000, a figure that is twice the ca-
pacltg of all'the jails in Bangladesh. It is imagin-
able precariously placed the security system of -
thHese prisons must from the massive weight of
such a disproportionately huge number of
dwellers, let alone its implication for the human
rights record.

But then this is only an outsider's view who is

not touched by the trials and tribulations attached
| to the whole process of crime and punishment.

The real cause for concern is the apparent obliv-
iousness of the authorities about the purpose of
sending a criminal to the jail. Jail is a place where
a man is sent to be reformed not to have the seeds
of a premature death planted in him. The plight of
a prisoner due to the carelessness of the authorities
was understandable during the reign of alien rulers
but it defies all logic when the same tale of apathy,
- neglect and sufferings is allowed to fill the air now.

It is not merely a case of economic and spatial
constraint. It is a matter of not being focused on
the human and purposive element of the whole is-
sue. Otherwise how would one explain the fact of
there being just one official meeting during the
BNP regime on the removal of the Dhaka Central
Jail from its present site for the obvious reasons of
space and overall management?

It is good to know that the present government
| is switched on to the jail reality as revealed in its

lan to upgrade four district jails to central jails.
Eut mere numerical growth of the central jails will
{ not bring about any qualitative change unless this
upgradation is ‘also accompanied by an improve-
ment in the internal management.

If there is some headway being r?istered on the
| plan of increasing the number of central jails,
about when

there is also the reported uncertainty
the relocation of the Dhaka Central Jail will take
place. On the whole, we have to go a long way in
terms of jail reform to get any where near interna- I
tional standard. |

The sixteen-day stalemate at the J ahanﬁi_‘rn
University ended commendably last Wednesday
with the feuding student factions reaching an

oﬂ-

| agreement through the good offices of the au
ties.

Such a demonstration of good sense by student
bodies upholding political schools as different as
chalk and cheese is rare though not unique. Not
| long ago, rival student factions at the Dh Uni-
versity had closed a deal affirming their commit-
ments to ensure congenial atmosphere on the cam-
pus and also to all attempts of the authorities to
I maintain law and order coming down heavily

on the terrorists with the help of the law enforcing_
agency. The ent was not followed to the let-
ter but the spirit was up held leading to an im-
pr- vement in the overall situation.

. ixteen-day is an awfully long time for any in-
stitution to remain inoperative in normal circum-
stances and that too an academia like JU once
known for the regularity of its sessions and the
idyllic atmosphere. ough political rivalry
among students has considerably eaten away JU's
reputation, the latest reconciliation between the
traditional rivals Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
and Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) is worthy of
emulation.

If reconciliatory initiatives are replicated b
student leaders in other institutions tainted wi
violence, life on the campus will be education- |
friendly. Students should remember they are stu-
dents not politicians first as the JU students
seemed to have realised Wednesday. : A0
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Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delr

the only superpower in the
world. it was i to do so.
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if India had not been the candi-
date.

Wash is a with
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Hurdles 1n the Middle East Peace Process

HE current phase of the
‘peace process’, started in
Madrid a few years ago.
received a decisive boost in Oslo
and culminated in the now
famous handshake between
PLO Chairman Yassir Arafat
and Prime Minister Yatzhak
Rabin of Israel. Following
Benjamin Netanyahu's victory
in the last Israeli general
election as its Prime Minister,
the peace process engineered by
the sole superpower., USA.
received a jolt whose impact by
way of creating a climate of
unease spread from West Bank
and Gaza to Syria. from t
to Saudi Arabia and from
Jordan to Morocco. At the pre-
sent stage. however, interna-
tional observers are hopeful
that it would not lead to the
derailment of the peace process.
After decades of war and
hostility, the realisation
dawned on the parties con-
cerned that the only viable uf-
tion in the Middle lay in

which had earlier formed the
basis of Camp David accord
which paved the way for the es-
tablishment of peace between
Egypt and Israel. This principle.
though applied in the case ol the

Following French President's visit to Palestine, the US warned Europe

gotiations between Israel and Palestinians, saying
“mini United Nations" in the Middle E:I

not to meddle in ne-

it would be unwise to try to create a

st. AS M Nurunnabi analyses

relations between Palestinians
and Israel., has not so far
worked in the manner as
expecied on account of certain
new contingencies

The difference in the present
case is that a strp-hri:.lﬂ) l}|1)~
proach which envisaged the
progressive transition from
Autonomy to Statehood has
been complicated by the lsraeli
settlements on Palestine terri-
tory. Since 1994, [srael has
withdrawn its troops from most
of the Gaza Strip and about one-
quarter of West Bank. It has

romised to pull the troops
ack from most of the West
Bank within a year. Palesti-
nian leadership has been
insisting that Israel also make

good on an array of other
mﬂ“‘mﬂuﬁﬂjm.m

as withdrawal from more rural
areas of the West Bank. release
of Palestinian prisoners,

creation of a safe passage route
between the West Bank and
Gaza and honouring other

West Bank that would accom-

clauses in the autos accord
last year. There has been
also the Palestinian insistence
that for any agreement with
Israel, there must be a guaran-
tee of the commitments on the
entire interim arrangement.

Israel has delayed re-de-
loyment of its tr from
our-fifths from the West Bank
town of Hebron as agreed under
the previous Labour-led gov-
ermment, citing security con-
cerns lor 450 settlers live
Hebron's about 100,000
Palestinians. Israeli and
Palestinian negotiators had

been trying to work out a mutu-
ally agreeable formula for
weeks. Already hobbled by vio-
lence and rancour, Israeli-
Palestinian peace efforts llt:(l)'
suffered a blow when Israeli of-
ficials announced detailed
plans to nearly double the
number of Jewish seitlers in the
West Bank. The plans called for
building two new cities in the
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The 25th anniversary
of Independence

Sir, The 25th anniversary of
our victory in the Liberation
War is knocking at the door.
Much has been said as to what
we should have achieved, and
what else we should have done
during the last 25 years.

Looking back, as part from
our s for independence,
when we try to count the losses
this country had suffered as a
result of the war, we measure it
either in terms of loss of prop-
erty and infrastructure as in
crores of Taka, or in terms of
the loss of lives. This latter sac-
rifice, we have honoured as
shaheeds or . But do we
remember those who had not
died, but had been injured in the
war? We now recognise them as
merely disabled people. Instead
of giving them a fare share of
the honour that is due to them,
we have alienated them from
the society that we live in. What
has the ent done for
them so far?

For the martyrs, we have
built a smriti shoudha at Savar,
which probably is the worst
looked-after national mau-
soleum of its kind in the world.
It is polished and cleaned only
when the war-related days are
here. But rest of the time, gﬁu
will find all sorts of debris
floating around, and a few

ou le climbing (or try-
T 1o ohint) the FEriCRIe: THi

is a where a visitor should
find the peace tor his
fellow brothers who laid

down their lives for a cause.
Definitely this is not a place
which would remind one of his
or her prehistoric ancestors.
But anyway. clean or dirty, we
still have something for our
shaheeds.
But what about the disabled?
A few years back we merely
ch their title from ' u’
to ' ‘. 'disabled’ to 'in-
j&.u-ul-lmmim'. But is that suf-
cient? In these 25 years, the

. ﬂast government had declared a
ational Poli

on Disability,
but that was all. There has not
been any legislation or any
other measure for its imple-

mentation as . The govern-
menthud'ecmedn
code, but till today, a -

Mmﬁnﬂm free ac-
cess government offices.
Fortunately, (or rather unfor-
tunately) we do not have a sin-

Will it not be most unfortu-
nate, if a wheel-chair user
( a disability as a result

of the tion War) wishes to
visit the clean, tidy and pol-
ished smriti shoud on this

25th anniversary of our inde-
pendence, (and believe me, there
will be a blﬁegcr crowd of visitors
this year) he will painfully find
that he is not yet independent
himself! Because, no one
thought of building slopes or
pla ramps along the walk-
ways would allow his free
moi;mty across the beautifully-
built stairs. -

After all these years. on the
eve of the 25th anniver ;

would the Emrcmmmt kindly

t on this?

Rahman
Disability & AIDS Coordina-
tion Unit

ACTIONAID sh
Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

The Zoo story

Sir, Thanks to The Daily
Star for the provi news on
what's happening at the Zoo.
Seven priceless animals have
been lost within a span of one
week. The loss of the -EX-
tinct species of cat is in-
deed tr hardly leaves
any doubt in the of the
ci m; that there i::
gra wrong with Zoo
unless the Zoo autherities and
the government wake up the
uituncii'llnn some more animals

e,

e total lack of interest and
neglect the Zoo authorities are
showing, is indeed a shame for
us. If the Zoo autherities are
unable to find out the reasons of
the deaths, we might as well
seek assistance f{rom other
countries and save the animals.
After the sad deaths of about
2,500 munia birds at the Zoo
and the su uent news in the
newspapers, it was expected
that Zoo authorities and the
gﬁrernmt Wl:-i;lld take a -

ate steps, t -

. See, now the l:l
evén more colossall What are

the responsible people doing?

L A Ahmed
24,
Dhaka.
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Dr N

" brou
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Fnra&:od
Constituti

Sir. For a good, durable con-
stitution. the political scien-
tists prescribe the vital requi-
sites viz. written, flexibility.
rigidity. unitary, federal, presi-
dential. parliamentary. multi-
party system, m-my system
etc. Now-a-days ides the
written parts of the constitu-
tion, equal emphasis is given
on the unwritten part. In view
of tremendous developments in
science, communication, mass-
media. many written parts of
the constitution are re-
placed by unwritten parts. As a
result many vital conventions

have taken place.

Sovereignty is now a ted
as some belonging to
the people, not to the govern-

ment. in the USA, it is the
convention that to be eligible, a
ntial candidate not only

as to be born on the soil of the

- USA, but his three past consecu-

live generations had to be born
and pass their livelihood on the
US soil. An t or a na-
tional who was not born and
ght up in the USA can
never be a presidential candi-
date. This convention is appli-
cable not only for the en-
tial candidate but also for the
chief of staffs of art_ﬁ?l'. navy,
airforce in the USA. The life of
our prophet Mohammad (SM)
bears testimony to this phe-
nomenon. He returned to his
birth place Mecca after his hi-
Jjirat to Medina as the head of
the state and chief of the Army.

The psychological phe-
nomenon scientifically very vi-
is strictly fol-
lowed in the USA.

Moklesur Rahman
Malibagh, Dhaka

A prey to human vice

: Sir, Mnl ;n] Zoo In DI}:]:I:
our Ben Tigers ha
died five more fell seriously
ill, who may die at any mo-
ment. This mysterious deaths
started a few days ago of which
the Zoo officials are not able to
give any satisfactory answer. It
is suspected that some un-
SCTu persons are behind
this heinous act, which resulted
in the untimely and agonising
deaths of the innocent animals.
We are shocked by this inhu-
manity. What could be more
deplorable and shameful than
this?

Human beings not only keep
these animals E: lﬂn:ﬂ for
their pleasure and delight, but
stoop so low that they do not
hesitate to end the lives of the

for their selfish pur-
pose. moral degradation is
really :

modale 100 000 more Jewish
settlers. The proposed settle-
ment expansion has neot

mm-&mztnbnt:ZHIﬁ

prim:lgl:. The Palestinians
view | proposed expansion
programme as a violation of
1993 autonomy accord with
Israel

The United States continued
lo step up pressure on lsrael and
the Palestinians to wrap up a
deal on I[sraell troop with-
drawal from the West Bank
town of Hebron. After his elec-
tion victory, President Bill
Clinton caﬁtﬂ for a rapid
Israeli-Palestinian accord on
Hebron. Speaking at his first

news conference after his re-
Ejiln'lnq_

election.  President
said: "the firsi

tant thing we can do is te

the eement on Hebron. If we
can clear the Hebron hurdle, it
has much emotional signifi-
cance to both sides as well as
practical significance. | believe
that will open the door to go on

|

We demand proper investiga-
tion and persons responsible of
this grave offence. [f found
guilty. they must be punished
accordingly. The relevant au-
thority must make sure that no
such incident ever happen
again.

n?

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad. Chittagong.

Ice started melting

Sir. In its very infancy the
"Expatriate-repatriate Welfare

Association”" confronted with °

repression from the then gov-
ernment instead of get any
support. Then came the demo-

cratic government. They posed .

in such a way that to them wage
earners became mere foreign
exchange-earning machines.
Why a machine should have
any right to talk or se its
pains? "It should only go on
earning and earning as a deaf
and dumb animal” — was the
attitude.

Under this circumstances
the only way left for the associ-
ation was to avail the help and
cooperation of the pers.
More than a hundred write-ups
of the association appeared in
the dailies and weeklies. But no
one cared. It appeared that the
Ministries concerned — Labour
and Manpower, Finance, For-
eign Affairs, Industries, Com-
merce, Caogemtim, Social Wel-
fare etc — had no public rela-
tions departments.

The association had been
attempting to draw the atten-
tion of the former government
through its repeated write-ups
in the newspapers, particularly
in connection with exercising
the right of casting vote by the
expatriates, which remained to-
tally unresponded in action and
words.

Within a span of less than
100 days of taking over the
charge, the present government
declared the voting right of the
a%mmﬂ. which was not done
in :

To give emphasis on the is-
sue of rehabilitation of the bulk
of returnees and the expected re-
turnees, besides some other im-

rtant points, like — estab-
ishment of expatriate-repatri-
ates bank and insurance com-
pany, abandoned house to be
utilised as transit camps for
stop-gap use of the expatriates
on their in-coming/out-going
movements, appropriate utili-
sation of the valuable ri-
ence of the repatriates earned
from most modern working
a abroad, in nation-
building activities, building ed-
ucational institutions for their
children etc.

S A Hossain
85, Elephant Road, Bara

Moghbazar, Dhaka.

and fulfill all the other chal
lenges that are there before us.”
An important event in the
ME scenario was the visit
of Jacques Chirac. the French
President, to the Palestine re-
. who called for a stronger
Eu:nptm role in Middle East
peace process. While addressing
the Palestinian Ilegislature,
President Chirac sald that he
was greatly honoured to be the
first ad of state to be invited
to speak before the first assem-
bly elected by the Palestinian
on its own land. Chirac's

visit to the West Bank and his
address to the Palestinian legis-

lature gave encour signal
of a Palestinian state. ugh
the French President's move

was briskly rejecfed by Israel,

impor- , 'gﬂ:ui:ﬁ“ “‘¢bnsider the

te as a fait ac-
compli, in view of the fact that
the previous Israeli Prime
g

; (= com t
E:::J in w.ashiniltm. Now it is
believed that Netanyahu might
be trying to squeeze out maxi-
mum from Arafat in terms of
security. It is alleged that
Netanyahu might be t.g:ng to
use 4511’3 Jewish settlers for secu-
rity reasons which is felt by
some observers as a weak strat-
egy in view of the reason that to
provide an exclusive small en-
clave ol 450 Jews with full secu-
rity under Israeli police in the
midst of about 100.000 Palesti-
nians might not be an easy
arrangement.

Following Chirac's visit to
Palestine, the United States
warned Eu not to meddle in
negotiations between Israel and
the Palestinians, saying it was
unwise to try to create a "mini
United Nations” in the Middle
East. In the opinion of some ob-

servers, however. Europeans
should not be left out in the im-

Docaiae lorael does. aet wes

participation of the Europeans.
After all, allies give
lll.:lppuﬂ to I.he“: practically :
all its actions operations
the Middle East. includi

ﬂgmn? with men and
als. European participation
ht help in
for the US and
in if the US falters. This may
not, it is felt, detract from or
diminish the dominant role of

the US in the peace negotia-
tions.
the

The US is fashion
world according lo its
Ettn;l; u;nd in this light,

unc after

due nth:iil:u':ﬂtji'::‘i::llrfle m the
wider context of international
order, the fate of llﬁél
tle. According to the observers,
Netanyahu has been confronted
with a basic choice: whether he
should nurture israel's partner-
ship with the Palestinians or
see it die. if Netanyahu shows
evidence of intransigence in
course of his negotiations with
the Palestinians, the
will get through in the
world and among the interna-
tional community as well that
"history has not ended in the
Middle East” and hardliners in
the Arab world may eventually
have to for a
round of ‘Intifadah’. Israel
make an a to sidetr
the issue of peace in Palestine

su ting. as recently re-
grtacfg:s limited ty as
in Andorra of Puerto Rico as the
final status for the Palestinian
territories. In this respect,
Palestinian leadership is
adamant. Ac to it. the
just and final solution of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict re-
guin:s the tion of an in-

ependent Palestinian state

with Jerusalem as its capital.

Besides this. there is the
ticklish issue of peace talks
between Israel and Syria which
has been lying frozen since

February last.

OPINION

-

The Consensus Concert

A Husnain

The main political party in
r is propagating, in good
aith, a concept or philgsophy
of political consensus at the
natiohal level: and that toe. in
seeming hurry, immediately af-
ter coming into power after two
decades.

It is a tough exercise, mental
and physical — something like
oining together the pieces of a

roken glass, and the
joints to be invisible. Time is a
great healer; but these are great
times to hurry and catch up. On
what? It will be tougher when
the concept becomes an opera-
tion. It is easier to e than
to persuade. Cooperation can-
not be commissioned.

The exercise has been
launched right after assu

wer, and is bei pur
Er?th earnest rmrllfu:i visible
above the surface. but 'invisible’
if beneath. The net has been
opened wide, and generously.
Still, there are no ndgl;i that a

litical 'Internet’ will emerge
Egnn (it took years for the com-
puter Internet to click).

The two popular ladies are
dominating the local political
scene, creating a bipolar stance
of the supporters in the na-
tional effort. The tugging of the
forces are not in the same di-
rection. therefore the journey
towards the national goal is be-
ing slowed down. The purpose
may be to have the dtwrﬁ:cgl
and conflicting pulls coalesce
together. Perhaps a command

rformance is not expected.

ariety is the spice of lite — at
least. in the Parliament.

There are two itions

to turn the concept into reality :
the scattered lines of forces
have to ch direction (as in a

magnetic effect). and the right

technically speak. ing
or what can mes ke the heart

in a horizontn | ane in two
dimensions - - flight :
wards is not possible. T"'I.'.IL

third dimension is missing in

o

SOar, T the - are -

We have to -Tc":ﬁ' dﬂ

weight of gu Wt

come lighte:r to be outbound.
cabined.

t of cement has to be found .~ Don't we fe @l cribbed,
ft);l'!tlntnﬂtuhddmm.ﬁ and confine 7

far. the search has been elusive .
Inm thetm:nmﬂ are
dri apart, ocon -
verging. To achieve the proces g.,
Hiere 1 “Em prnHe:IliH.n
mere itics. r is
not mpo - we subconsciou
tend to too much on
itics — because the politic’.ans
hawanl’arﬁfaihdtnpwﬂ:th
t type of leadership.
ﬂ!"lm political culture i s yet
immature in the nation. d ue to
factors clear to th e stu-
dents of history. ur
and centripetal force of states-

manship is missing, to ‘=

the bipolar charismatic: ;
Such a situation of st .alemate
will continue till un ity and

consensus at the top is

achieved.

How this imp assioned,
bipartisanship spirit will con-
tinue to divide the ne tion, even
after more than twc, decades?
This is a vital quest ion for the
reflection by all of ut;, when the
conditions are right for the ac-

celerated progress i1 a ruunlg
transiting from the: status

CIT (country in tr ansition) to

NIC in the ne:ar future.
Ironically. are we ' ecoming our

own worst enemy '/ Investment

and projects can be

arranged.
: but who

move?
Politics may | »e likened to a
me of chess, but the chess
rd has conf'. ned boundaries

itics. 'The spirit has to

of the
compilexes to be-



