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Going to the President
In an ambience of stressful parliamentary poli-
tics of parallel trajectories taken by the ruling
party and the opposition, a positive vibration
comes off Begum Zia's call-on meeting with Presi-
dent Shahabuddin on Monday. Her handing in a
memo to the President by way of a recital of the
BNP's familiar disappointment over 'the working .
of the Parliament’ to seek his good offices in the
matter and the President's assurances to pursue it
with the Prime Minister may have ushered in a
prospect for the BNP's rejoining the Parlfament
sooner than later. The has abstained from it
since November 10, the day the second session of
the Jatiya Sangsad, itself only some months old,
began.
The fact that the tion chose to approach
the President with their complaints rather
than plunging head-long into street politics — so
very notoriously dreadful for the recent memories
of that rabid confrontation — does the BNP a
credit. While welcoming the party leader Begum
Zia for her constructive overture — in that limited
sense — we cannot help being surprised by it given
that no particularly exceptional circumstances
existed to warrant this direct approach to the
President in a premature abandonment of
the purely bipartisan option. Some patient
dialogues within and outside the Jatiya Sangsad
could be mutually reinforcing and in the end
productive as well. That is how it should have been
in a parliamentary system going through its
highly critical reincarnation phase when the
right precedents have to be set even if these
should involve a painstaking process of trial and
error.
Dependency on the trouble-shooting role of the
President at every awkward turn of events will
reflect adversely on the capacity of our popularly
elected representatives to work a parliamentary
system where bipartisan frictions are to be
accepted as part of political life.
The President has the prestige of his office and
the moral clout, so to speak — and in Justice Sha-
habuddin’'s case he has plenty of it by virtue of his
credentials of integrity, neutrality and wide ac-
ceptability — to intercede in a situation if the
circumstances so demand. But such an option, if
frequently used can become diluted down the road.
He is the helper of the last resort and a chute in dire
circumstances and it is only under very
exceptional circumstances that we should tum to
him.
Having said that, we urge the ruling party and
the opposition to reactivate the business advisory
committee of the parliament so that it can work to
its full potential for liaison and damage
limitation with the opposition returning to
‘parliament at the earliest.

- »
India Festival
Utsav, the literally justified 13-day Indian cul-
tural programme began in the city yesterday with

the unmistakable reminder of our communion in

aesthetic appreciation.

Cultural programmes have a way of awakening
our soul amid an anesthetising atmosphere of ma-
terialistic predominance. The evocative power ap-
pears all the more intense when the programme is
on the culture of a country as tied as India is with
us.

The fact that the commonness of aesthetic
appreciation and cultural bondage is a matter
of geographical proximity and historical
traditions often tends to get lost in political
acrimonies. The natural expectation of a steady
cultivation of cultural communication between
India and Bangladesh has suffered through
somewhat irregularly-held cultural exchange
programmes.

Attempts at discrediting our integrity in recog-
nising the very personalities and ideas that we
loudly claim to have seminal significance in the
whole range of the aesthetic répository stemmed
from lack of self-confidence. Consciousness of
political individuality does not have to lead us to
cultural myopia. The oft-heard innuendoes on’
alien invasion and indigenous destruction every
time an Indo-Bangladesh cultural activity takes
place are hardly the manifestation of arduous pa-
triotism, becoming of a sovereign and independent
state. '

One hopes, Utsav will not only be a festival of
Indian culture but also a lasting awakening to the
necessity of a steady exchange of cultural contacts
between India and Bangladesh.

Boggles the Mind

Yesterday's issue of a leading Bangla daily
carried a disturbing visual, at the bottom-left
corner of its front page. This was of a madrassha
lad enchained from his foot upwards to a log he
held in a painful balance on his right shoulder.
The accompanying report
seven-year old was only serving a sentence for
whatever faux pas deemed punishable by the
authorities. The boy who had purportedly been put
through this seven-day rigour since November 12,
strangely did not have any complaints, so
elementally and unreasonably the idea of offence
and punishment has been ingrained in his young
psyche.

This, according to the report, was one of the
lighter forms of punishment delinquents like the
unnamed victim has been receiving. .

The practice is medieval to say the least. This
kind of training on morality can only recoil upon
the entire purpose of education. Besides, it can
spawn sadism and a persecution mentality. Last
but not the least, such unfeeling method of
reformation will invite an avoidable calumny on
religion-based schools. Such practices should be
Lntnpped forthwith in due deference to religious

studies. |
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Proclamation dissolyv-
ing the National Assembly (NA)
and the consequential dismi
ssal ol the Benazir government
has been of some confusion.
Toppling of a government needs
meticulous planning or there
are bound to be mixed signals,
in his book on "How to Stage a
Coup de Etat”, Emil Luttwak
states even conventional "coup
de etats” must cater for a
of uncertainty and ambiva-
lence. The subsequent need to
dissolve the Provincial
Assemblies could have ended up

in a legal quagmire unless due

rocess of law took in the
attoo aberration in t of
the Punjab Assembly. ile the

Presidential action did exercise
some haste in sending Benazir's
corrupt coterie packing. by in-
ference that lack of planning
also absolves President Farooq
Ahmad Khan Leghari of in
trigue and conspiracy charges
being laid at his step by t

wheo can do no wrong.

or some time now, people of
all caste and creed representing
a wide spectrum of opinion
have not only been exhorting
the President to do his consti
tutional duty to rid us of the odd
couple that was holding this
country in extra-constitutional
thrall, t have also been ren-
dering all sorts of advice as to
how to the "coup de grace
:t::- t?::t the Pres dent has

t thing by this na

tion, a 'lhﬂﬂ slate ahlﬂ-dinﬂ
hearts are busy second guessing
his actions. No doubt. this de
bate has been force-multiplied
by some appointments among
the caretakers that could have
been avoided. or for that matter,
better slotted. Sindh needs a
complete revamp. his credibil-
ity in tatters Syed Kamaluddin
Azfar must be sent out to pas-
ture along with the Caretaker C
M Mumtaz Bhutto. not only the
original architect behind the
language disturbances in 1972
that led to the ethnic Sindh
new Sindhi divide but the ini
tiator ol other controversies
which strike at the heart ol
Pakistan's federal character
Instead of bringing the Sindhis.
old and new. together, Mumtaz
Bhutto turther polarises the is-
SUIeS

Thg Caretqker Scorecard

Despite the r;l.utcptandfmﬁum the Ca;'daher Gmrrmt'l;rwmrdutthhdagchmﬂaiuiy better
than the "Average" mark, nowhere near the "Above Average" level They need to change some of their
own appointees and implement the Accountability Bill in letter and spirit for the ratings to go

higher than what the mass perception attributes to them presently.

The Mohajir community
does not have any confidence in
him. for that matter neither do
most other Pakistanis. One can
Hve with the controversial
Khwaja Tariq Rahim, but in

rig'ln'm"rbhfagf r:' e iy

€ musl cor-
rect the aberration of Mumtaz
Bhutto's appointment before
the situation is further com-
pounded., However, we live in a
region haunted by the ghost of
Chanakhya. "the enemy of an
enemy is a friend. " and one can
understand why the President
remains apprehensive in
trusting the nation's destinies
to those whom we can label as
genuinely "neutral” people. As a
once-upon-a-time PPP insider.
he must know that the last
Caretaker regime of Moeen
Qureshi may have been sound
on economics but while giving
lot of lip-service to neutrality
they were biased almost over-

whelmingly towards Ms
Benazir
As things stand today, the

country is riven with debate as
to whether elections or ac-
countability should come first

Having seen the treasury looted
and themselves beggared no
doubt the populace is baying for
blood but there is nothing more
important for this country than
lo revive the democratic ras
in the time period given in the
Constitution The accountabil-
ity process being necessartly a
long-drawn out affair. the rllr

toral process has to take prece

dence in order to ensure the
credibility of constitutional au-
thority and continuity thereolf

By contesting the grounds for
their dismissal by the President
before the Supreme Court (SC)

the Benazir government may
have inadvertently provided
the grounds lor some Individual
accountability to start at the
apex court of the land However
that accountability must not
take precedence over the ac

countability at the pols. we
must nol give her a chance to
put the electoral verdict in
doubt by her non-participation

On two counts alone, any
court in the world should find
the former PM and her husband
culpable of gross violation of
the Constitution. it may also
cost the odd couple a lot of
friends. Benazir's extra-ordi-
nary reaction in the NA to the
Mar 20 SC judgment was broad-
cast a number of times by Rana
Shaitkh's TV. obnoxious and
shameful harangue that poured
contempt on the rule of law as
well as the respected superior
judiciary who have to interpret
it. There has never been such
gross disrespect for judiciary in
the country's history, defence of
such calumny would seek to
convert the rule of law into the

law of the jungle. Having poured

embarrassing that they did not
escape such invasion of their
privacy guaranteed under the
Constitution. Carried out by the
Intell Bureau (IB) run by
Maj |( ) Masood Sharif a
Petaro School class-mate and
tee of Asif Zardari. it is a
I-known fact that he took
his orders directly from him.
oce from Ecnu:tr also.
This Masood Sharif relation-
ship may also fatal on the
major count of brother Murtaza
Bhutto's murder, on
the orders of Asif Zardari (AZ).
as well as the subseqguent
clumsy cover-up att . And
what about our Ii
uidator”, Tariq Lodhi, why
bombs go off and people seem to

AS | SEE IT

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

’.—

out such contempt and venom
Ruhth:ly. no sane person would

ave tried to further publicise
the aberration. Was Ms Benazir
of right mind when she dis-
playr4 such shameless con-

7 Or was she the
mprm to the mafla-level
that her husband was exercis-
ing in running the country. If
that tape is played In Court. the
SC should suo-moto not only
find her gullty of contempt of
court SC would be hard put no to
refer her to a Medical Board to
ascertain her sanity. The symp
toms she has been displaying

ublicly are alarming even by
{itleritan standards, “those
whom the Godas want to destroy
they first make them mad ~

e other matter which is
very open and shut is the wide
scale electronic eaves-dropping
and wire-tapping to which any
one having any position to in
fluence course of events. friend
or foe was subjected to If any
thing Ifriends and supporters ol
the odd couple should find it

die whenever he was around.
first in Karachi and then in
Lahore? What if he should start
singing like a canary? He needs
to explain a number of unex-

lained murders like that of

TA Judge J . the Landhi
Jail Warden Abdul Rahim
Shalkh. Takbeer's Salahuddin
Former Judge Nizam Siddiqui.
etc ["Messages. Loud and Clear”
The Nation June 20 1996) All
of them must have had different
Fnemies how come Asif
Zardari was the only one com
mon to all of them?

We must concentrate the in-
vestigation process on the
bankers without whose active
collaboration it would not have
been possible for Asif Zardari
to reportedly spirit away more
than 2 billion US dollars from
Fakistan according to conser
vative estimates They remain
the key to Lhe treasure trove
abroad In the accountability
Erm-ﬂn Wealth can only be in

ind or cash, mostly cash
Zardari needed advice and lo

-upgrl from very sound
Eank.ln rains to do the

money-laundering out .of

Pakistan. To

did when chasing down
“u:f]ignl inﬂ;tnt compa-

financial co-operatives.
e need to

murder and terror Not having
as much to lose as their men-
tors, they would be more
amenable to reason. applied

judiciously Having suffered in

some great mMeasure. our pl-oli:k
are impatient for bringing the
criminals to justice. No less is

the mass anxiety and re-
hension that L.‘IL&. th:pfzbu-
lous wealth acquired by these
criminals is traced out and re-
covered. it will facilitate their
return. In atte
justice those who have violated
the due process of law at will
should we also short -circuit the
due process of law? Going the
wrong route to correct another
wrong will not be right, it will
only compound the n.

A "Damage Contrel and
Remedial Measures Cell” must
explain to the population what
is the Minimum Common
Perception (MCP). While sound
in his economic Initiatives,
Shahid Javed Burki made a ma-
jor misstep anno clo-
sure of some 8. this caused a
mini-run on those financial
institutions. Moreover, people

go into overdrive
into a no-holds barred modus
operandi. too much is at stake

ng to recover ill-gotien
wealth, after all the bankers are
accessories 1o the financing of

to bring to

need to get some relief in
sumer prices. raising of

es may bring in
g:u for government. it will
touch off another inflation spi-
ral! Given the pluses
nuses. however.
November 5, 1996. the people
should ask themselves the fol-
lowing questions: |) do they feel
less apprehensive about their
future as individuals and fami-

lies than what felt two
weeks 72Zldot feel that
the ra eConomic has

been arrested? 3} do they feel
that the rule of law t:l;trmﬂ
in their daily lives? 4) do
they feel as if a enormous bur-
den has been lifted from their
lives? I the answer is “yes" to
all the aforementioned ques-
tions then the Caretakers have
succeeded in some
much-needed relief to the hard-
pressed p?ﬁhe of the peopile of
Pakistan. e MCP by itself is
not enough. the people of
Pakistan need elections in 90
days. an election that will erase
the aberration that the likes of
1993 Caretakers thrust on us.
Will the 1993 Caretakers and
their mentors be held account-
able?

Despite the missteps and
ronfusion. the Caretaker
Government s scorecard at this
stage is certainly better than
the "Average mark. nowhere
near the " Average” level.
They need to change some of
their own appointees and im-
plement the Aceountability Bill
in letter and spirit for the rat-
ings to go higher than what the
mass perception attributes to
them presently. The people
want their representatives
rather than selected people to
rule over them and that can
only be achieved through the

tion of the electoral pro-
cess in the next 75 days. Despite
her rhetoric. it is certainly not
in the interest of Benazir that
polls are held How else can she
achieve the two-fold purpose of
undercutting the credibility of
the President and the Caretaker
Government while avoiding the
censure that the people will cer
tainly give her at the hustings?
The electoral process must take
precedence over everything else,
on that will depend the final
tally on the Caretaker score-
card

Clinton Opens His Second Term with a Gusto

Clinton has emergeﬁ as a successful de facto world President, Eing the President of USA.
the only superpower left in the world, to work as a "trouble-shooter". Does

" whole life is one lo-
g re-election campa-

ign,” declared a

leading US political analyst.
John Brammet. who is said to
have followed Clinton's rise to
the highest of his popularity
first as the Governor of his
home-state Arkansas, then. on
the national scene. as the Pres-
ident of America. It's a well-
said and a well-timed compli-
ment and a fitting tribute to
Clinton. Undoubtedly. Clinton
has set a new record in his on-
ward political strides. During
the last two decades of his polit-
ical life, sometimes stormy.
sometimes otherwise. begin-
ning from his first governor-
ship of Arkansas in 1976 till
his triumphant entry into the
White House for second term.
Clinton has proved it thor-
oughly. His return to the Presi-
dency for second-term is a
colourful milestone on his

splendid political rise. He is a_

miracle-boy and that is why at
the age of 32, he was called a
"boy wonder” of American poli-
tics. He has created history by
his successive re-election as
Arkansas Governor for five
consecutive two-year terms.
;;h:n dthe a-g:uzd tcrgn as US

resident. Perhaps he would
follow President lgmtn:lt who
occupied the White House for

consecutive four terms from
1932 to 1945, when he died sud-

d%ﬂnﬂqnntﬂim
Following Roosevelt?

And in his recent re-election
for second term, Clinton liter-

ally jumped over the 'Republi-

_———
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Sir. We congratulate not
only President Bill Clinton of
Democratic Party but we also
congratulate Presidential can-
didates Bob Dole of Republican
Party and Ross Perot of Reform
Party. all senators, all mem-
bers of the Heuse of Representa-
tives. all Republicans and
Democrats and every citizen of
the United States of America on
the historic and monumental
US Presidential election of
November 5, 1996.

In every four years the peo-
Ble of America elect a new

resident or they extend the
term of office of incumbent
President for another four
ars exercising their right to
ranchise without any fear,
favour or ill-will towards any-

#au: great excellence and
unique quality of the US Presi-
dential election is that it is al-
ways held in a free and fair at-
mosphere without any terror-
ism, vendalism or vote-rigging.
Whoever wins or loses the elec-
tion the supporters of govern-
ment and opposition parties
always embrace, hug and greet
each other with great enthusi-
asm, joy and merriment with-
out any bitterness and enmity.
Every American gets a fresh
lease of life, feels blissful ha
piness and welcomes dawn ol a
new horizon to build a better fu-
ture, better tomorrow with hope
and aspiration, ener and
stamina. The nation gets more
apd more s er day by day
and the country attains more
and more honour and prestige
all around the world.

Today the United States of
America is the most developed,
advanced and the mightiest

can moon'. landing safely in the

-

White House towards his second
term. It was a great achieve-
ment on his part against the
veteran and well-seasoned Re-
publican rival Bob Dale., win-
ning the race by about 50 per
cent of the votes cast as against
42 per cent for Dole. Thus he
created another history by get-
ting himself as a Democrat
President for second term after
a gap of about half a century
when the dominant Republi-
cans ruled the roost, the last
two being in the list — Ronald
Reagan and George Bush. Sur-
prisingly, only two years ago.
Clinton was discounted by
many as a ‘one-term lame
(luck . He was even written off
by some of his own partymen as
‘linished . meaning a spent
lorce. But Clinton forcefully
pricked all speculations about
him. by turning the table in his
favour. But will Clinton be able
to repeat history. following his
illustrious predecessor Roo-
sevelt? Only time will show
that. But ththtétg possibility just
can't be brus aside as a day-
dream.

Rowing Boat Vs Battleship
heavy odds Clinton
had to face during his election
campaign in 1992, when he had
to encounter a gicFantI{: chal-
lenge from a formidable Repub-
lican like George Bush who
overnight turned a war-hero by
raising the famous “"Desert
Storm” against that “Little
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country in the world. It is the
most successful democracy and
also the most interesting civili-
sation on earth.

The people of Asia, Africa
and Latin America have much
to learn and own from the
polity and economy, science
and technology, trade, com-
merce and industry of the USA.

Bangladesh's relation with
the USA has always been very
close and friendly. It does not
matter whether we have a JP,
Awami, League or BNP govern-
ment in our our tie and
bond of friend: with the
human rights sts and
democracy minded people of the
USA have always been blissful

and eternal. We are also confi- -

dent that our relations with the
US would continue to grow in
the to come.

e importance and the role
of the USA in the international
affairs need not be over-empha-
sised. It may, however, be men-
tioned here that many Euro-
pean. Asian, African and Latin
American countries always
look towards the US with great
hope and tion for the so-
lution of their manifold socio-
economic and problems of for-

%-ml' Id request the leader-

ship of the USA to kindly to use
its good office and influence to
help solve problems like Pales-
-Israeli dispute, exercise of
t of self-determination for

I:.h?*pooplc of Kashmir, equi-

of the Ganges wa-
ter between and In-
dia, establishment of ce, se-
curity and ty in

Bosnia, Chechnya, Somalia,
Afghanistan, Rwanda, Burundi
and Zaire, withdrawal of the
UN economic sanctions against
Iraq, destruction of nuclear

Hiter® of lraq As compared to
that, Clinton was just a calm-
waler rowing boal' dashing
against a 'bat ip, or a David
against'a Goliath! But surpris-
ingly again. the American peo-
ple was judicious enough to re-
ject the glamorous Gulf-war
hero, welcoming Clinton as
their new President who once
refused to go to Vietnam as a US
Marine. Bush, during his elec-
tion campaign, once said that it
would “prove devastating
should Americans know the
worst about Clinton — that he
had attended Oxford as a
Rhodes scholar and had visited
Russia.” Poor Bush! He was dic-
tated by the American ple
just as the Britons did with
their once War-hero Winston
Churchill. In fact. Clinton
knows well "how to make
friends and influence people.”
He is the most fantastic and
successful ‘communicator’ with
his people. He is a master in
this art. But he had to pay a
Ihea?}r price to learn this hard

esson
He Learns a Hard Lesson

It is true Clinton
'political’ with a 'duck’
in 1974, when he failed to reach
the as he lost it nar-
rowly. But he was not a person
to be disappointed. He was im-
bued with a high ambition.
When he was just a student of
Secondary School, Clinton vis-
ited the White House and shook

he look yonder? AM M Shahabuddin writes

his
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hand with the then President
John F Kennedy — a handshake

which perhaps electrified him
with: &n unforgettable ‘moment
which |ater 'he'
the same Mle’ House as a
Democrat President. In'1976, he
was elected Attorney-General
and after two years, in 1978, he
was electe Governor of
Arkansas for a two-year term.
But when he went for the second
term, in 1980, he the shock
of his life when he the elec-
tion. To his utter dismay he dis-
covered that he was disliked by
the people for, what the called
his "unbecoming arrogance"”.
Arrogant. he was. and he had to
I.)ay a heavy price for it. He
earnt a hard lesson.

On the eve of his next at-
tempt for Governorship in
1982, he had to> run commer-
cials confessing his "sin" and
seeking ;ﬁhﬂr for his "arro-
gance", people being im-
pressed, returned him again.
Clinton openly declared : "I
learned that you can't lead
without listening”. And he was
elected, getting back the Gover-
norship that he had lost in
1980. And he continued to
maintain nis winning spree till
he was elected consecutively for
the fifth term in 1990. But one
fine morning in 1991 he an-
nounced that he would be run-
ning for next President. Thus
began the Bush-Clinton battle
for the occupation of the White
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weapons world-over and writ-
ing oll the loans of the G-7
countries to the poor nations of
Asia and Alrica expeditiously
and to save millions of people
from further oppression. sup-
pression and bloodshed.

O H Kabhir
6. Hare Street
Wari. Dhaka-1203.

. Agriculture
education in HSC
curriculum
Sir, It has been monitored

hre contemplating o '?ﬁ'é‘p“@a

Science Group' from the H

curriculum. It may be men-
tioned here that students have
been st and passing HSC
from this group for the last 25
years. About 150 teachers hav-
ing Bachelors degree in Agricul-
ture have also been serving to
teach agricultural subject of
agri-science p students. Re-
cently during the course of dis-
cussion on agricultural educa-
tion system, Dr Md Motiar
Rahman of the Training Divi-
sion of DAE who had also been
a member of 1995 Curriculum

Renewal Committee that
there is a positive relationship
between increase of c pro-
duction with the rate of te

persons in agri-sciénce.

In advanced countries, per-
sons who are not qualified in
agri-science are not allowed to
cultivate even their own land or
to run farming business.
Bangladesh is an agriculture-
based country. The economic
emancipation of this country
largely depends on its
ment in agriculture. And to
bring development in our agri.
sector we need manpower quali-

fied in agri-science.

Hence we would strongly
suggest the government to re-
tain agri-science group in HSC
and a full paper of 100 marks
on agri-science as a subject at
SSC level. This will not only
create sell-employment oppor-
tunities but also contribute a
significantly to the develop-
ment of the country's agricul-
ture. -

M Zahidul Haque
Bangladesh Agricultural In-
Slitute

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-

. 1207.

Stop hypocrisy with
Noor Hossain's soul

Sir, Nine years have passed
after the tragic killing of Noor
Hossain. We have totally forgot-
ten to perceive the meaning of
the heroic and glorious sacrifice
of Noor Hossain during the
movement against the then au-
tocratic government of HM Er-
shad. Much have been talked
about him. But what actuall
did we pay to him? | am sure his
departed soul is laughing to-
wards the hypocrisy of our so-
called litics. For which he
has decﬁgated his life, that long-
striving democracy is tw'rnltlin?
and witnessing the peacefu
political understanding of the
two former arch rivals.

| question the role of Awami

e Wi i

strat e .
:f:!mlht iﬁallianﬂ: with Jativa
y (JP). What mﬁ: Awami
ague be gaining? answer
is nothing. Hence, due to this
‘alliance with JP the soul of
Noor Hossain may never for-

give AL.

d hit put i
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House in 1992. The rest has be-
come history to repeat itself in
1996 election for Presidentship
Clinton had learned where the
shoe ' pincheés' dnd how to
counter it. | ' ' '

Clinton's "Economic

Pills" Work

In the 1992 election, Clinton
used a simple and clear-cut
strategy with his programme
for economic betterment of the

neral Americans with better
iving conditions, more jobs,
better healthcare and fight
against unem t and en-
vironment. The Americans had
already gleefully swallowed the
"economic pills" that Clinton
had offered. And he crossed the
bridge, lea Bush far behind.
In the 1996 n for his sec-
ond term, Clinton made a suc-
cessful repeat performance with
his earlier positive 'prescrip-
tion' for bringing about a real
"change” in socio-economic life

of the ple. Practically, he
had followed the 'track’ shown
by Roosevelt through his "New
Deal Revolution” that brought
immense benefits to the so-
called "have-nots."

Clinton that his eco-
nomic policy would be more
beneficial to the and ordi-
nary {:eupi: of America as

5

again chgan'n. and later fol-
lowed by Bush, the “trickle

down" economy that never
reached the bottom line of the

people. The success of his eco-
nomic policy was clear from an
ABC news story that 58 per cent
of those leaving the last Presi-
dential polls rated economy “in
good shape”.

US President — A De

Facto World President
Cliston was elected in 1992

. 1mere as "Domestic President”,
- Ahan an international leader,

like Presidents, frem REisen-
hower, through Kennedy and
Nixon and Reagan, down to
Bush, who were elected more as
world leaders. But Clinton
proved his metal within the
shortest possible time. The Cold
War period 'bogey’ of 'commu-
nism and "evil empire” of the
Soviet Union was not there. But
there were still more vexed
roblems that an to haunt
eavily on world peace and
scrutiny. So he had to face what
a western journalist called a
‘nasty world".

But Clinton made his mark
in successfully ta such
ems that raised their

eads in Bosnia, the

East. Africa and other }ﬂm
And he acted like a leader
when he successfully t

together some of the
European leaders in his

for peace and h in Eu-
rope and elsewhere: he
had to "intervene” in England's

"domestic” Irish problem. To-

he has as a sucress-
ful de facto President, be-
ing the President of America.
the only su left in the
world, to as a "trouble-

shooter”. So it would not be just
a day-dream to foresee Presi-
dent Clinton stepping into the
third terms and s

—_— S, ———

dS?. | request the d:::I; :lul 1iu
indulge in any paradoxical role
which might l{uupl:r ils accept-
ability to the e. If it is not

le to understand the ne-
cessity and reality of the politi-
cal alliance with JP then please
stop to pay official tribute to
Noor Hossain's soul. Otherwise,
[ think it would definitely un-
dermine him.

Shaikhul Islam

272/5, West Agargaon
Dhaka.

Card phones

Sir, The card phones are
very popular among those who
do not have at home, but
have to ring up locally and
overseas for various reasons. |
understand that in where
the number of [ﬂﬂvﬂte phones
are very few, the authorities
have pro.ided card phones in
every neighbourhood for the
benefit of who do net have
phone connection. Here in our
country the card €5 Were
introduced with fanfare and af-
ter initial pessimism, if were
welcomed by ;

But now it a ars thalt a
number of these have
become tive cau in-
convenience to the beneficia
ries (the users).

One such location was the
Eastern Tower Sh Point
at the Eastern Tower. There are
two booths at this location
which serve the needs of a large
number of pe from the
Bangla Motor- ton area be
cause there are no h:gj.“ h:ul:h
in the neighbour . 1 have
been often using these booths.
but quite for sometime these
card phone booths were out of

S

Now | come to know from a
letter of Mr Mobarak Karim
that he found all the card
phones at the GPO are out of or-
der. Is there no one at the T&T
to oversee the functi and
maintenance of these phones?

Is there any link with prolif-
eration of illegal private phone
and fax facilities all over the
city and card nes
out of order? These facilities
are not licen n;m the T&T and
they charge tantly for lo-
cal, NWD and overseas calls. In
Calcutta | have seen many pri-
vate but licenced phone booths
all over the city. Tgiey have me-
ters to show the charges and
also issue a small print-out
showing the date and time,
called number. amount of
charge for the calls and the
identification of the booth.
These booths are privately run
under Hcence from the Indian
Telephone Authority and must
follow the conditions laid down
in the licence. Why can't we
have such a transparent system
side by side with the peopular
card e system?

I also take this opportunity
to uest the autherity con-

. to initiate a coun
investigation as to how many
card phones have so far been
installed in Dhaka city and the
rest of the country. and how
many are functioning. Also
those are not functoning,
| was told a high-up at
T&T that these card phones
have been a tremendous success
from revenue point of view. Be-
cause the revenue earni
from these are instant and
not fall in arrears.

PG Muhammad
20, Neuw Esknton Rood
Dhaka.



