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ROME. Nov 18: Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina has called
upon the expatriate Bangla
‘deshis to invest in the country
which. she said. is striving for
economic devel t in all

the ways. reports

NB.
Ati;:nnlng a rerr%tlon ac-
corded te her y the

Bangladeshi community in

It at Grand Ritz Hotel here

on y. the Prime Minister

said the economic activities of

the country would get a boost if

they invest their hard-earned
in the country

She praised them for send-
ing remittances to the country
and said. “You are becoming the

for development of the
country living thousands of
miles away."

About the problems of the
expatriate ngladeshis.
Hasina said her government
was very much concerned about
their and was taking
necessary steps for an early so-
lution.

In this . she said, the
government has already di-
rected the authorities concerned
to set up Bangladeshi banks or
money exchange centres to ease
the process of sending remi-
ttance.

The t has decided
to upgrade the Chittagong and

Emms are partners
in development: PM

Sylhet airports into interna-
tional star ds. she said

The Prime Minister said
that to ease the investment pro-
cess in the country. the gov
ernment has also taken some
positive sl‘.or It has allowed
setting up of privale export pro
cessing zones (EPZs) and de-
cided to set up more EPZs in
Khulna and the countrys
Northern region.

The i is proceed
ing towards economic emanci

pation of the people by taking
some specific economic pro

grammes. said the Prime Min
ister and mentioned the steps
for alleviating poverty and ex
panding education

“We want to e the un
finished task of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman by en
suring economic emancipation
of the " she asserted

She said that to solve prob-
lems of the le in the short

est ble U.I]I Awami League
tried its best to [orm a govern

ment of consensus and had in
vited all to ioin it

"But the major opposition
party did not respond to the in
vitation.~ Hasina said "Rather,
they opposed the appointment
of neutral rsonality. Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed. as the
President of the Republic.”

AL renews call
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Suranjit- telephoned Man-
nan Bhuiyan yesterday morn-
ing to renew his party's invita-
tion for a dialogue as the

d session resumes today
after a six-day recess.

In response, Mannan
Bhuiyan demanded at least a
token implementation of the
10-point and and release ol
his party workers for the sake
of creating an atmosphere for
the proposed talks. the sources
said.

Suranjit was quoted as say

. "We can now sit across the
table to discuss your demands
as regards Rules of Procedure of
the Sangsad and the issue of TV
coverage of Sangsad proceed-
ings."
Mannan Bhuiyan., however,
reiterated that the government
must stop repression on oppo-
sition political activists and set
Eleue these detained. first of

one

; source said.

Asked on the fresh contacts.
Mannan Bhuiyan told newsmen
that he reiterated his party's
demand for creating an at-

here for talks. He did not
elaborate.

Suranjit was not available
for comment.

BNP has been abstaining
from attending parliament ses-
sion since November 10 after
submitting a 10-point demand

to the Speaker.

introducing an individual 166k fof

Chaowalit to lead
6-party coalition
to form next
govt in Thailand

BANGKOK, Nov |18 Outgoing
Deputy Premier Chaowalit
Yongchaiyudh announced today
his New Aspiration Party (NAP)
would lead a six-party coalition
to form Thailand's next govern-
ment, reports AFP

'Six parties have agreed to
join the government”. Chao-
walit told reporters at the home
ol Chatichai Choonhavan, head
af the Chart Pattana Party
which left the opposition to
join the NAP-led coalition.

The parties won 221 ol the
393 seats in parliament in Sun-
day's general election. They
were NAP (125). Chart Pattana
(25). Social Action Party (20).
Prachakorn Tahi (18). Seri-
tham (4) and Mounchon (2).

Chaewalit apparently tur-
ned to Chatichai's Chart Pat-
tana after outgoing Premier
Banharn Silpaarcha balked at
the NAP's coalition plans.

Chaowalit. deputy premier
under Banharn. was instru-
mental in the prime ministers
fall in September when Ban-
harn's coalition allies de-
manded his resignation in ex-
change for their support in a
vote of confidence in parlia-
ment.

hiked K 001'rms

Russian ”Hf S

probe ¢ —

back to I 7, H.'

WASHINGTON. Nov 18: Rus-
Sia s C Mars probe, car-
rving four canisters of radioac-
tive plutonium. fell to Earth on
Sunday over the South Pacific
west of Chile. US and Aus
tralian officials said reports
Reuter

1)S space command in Col-
orado Springs Co  which had
beenn monitoring the stricken
spacecraft s orbit, said it reen
tered Earth s atmosphere above
a broad ocean area somewhere
west of Chile’ at about 8 30 pm
EST (0730 BST).

Australian officials said the
probe landed between Easter
Island and the Chilean coast
and located the impact site at 31
degrees south 96 3 degrees west

/S space command spokes
man Dave Knox said his agency
tracked objects in space. not In
the atmosphere. therelore 11
was impossible to know at this
point whether the six-tonne
spacecraft exploded upon reen
try. and where exactly the
resulting debris landed

2 bodies recovered

in Jessore

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE Nov 1K Police re
covered two bodies from the
bank of the Snnadi river under
Dohura village of Keshabpur
thana yesterday morming.

According to police. (wo
unidentified persons were kid
napped from a passenger bus
near Kedurpur on the Jessore
Chuknag road on Nor- 14 last.

Police said, these were the
bodies ol the two persons who
were said to be activists of an
outlawed party. The bodies were
sent to the General Hospital for
autopsy

Pakistan
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anonymous names or by depen-
dents.

“The law applies 1o public
representatives and the federal
and provincial o e AN
corporations. banks.) cial

institutions, firm&: coneerns.

undert e e said.

‘It also extends 1o officers in
the armed forces of equivalent
status working in such organi-
sations,” he added.

He said the law excluded the
president and the governors of
the four provinces who have
constitutional protection from
criminal proceedings while in
office. It would also not apply to
members of the judiciary on
similar grounds.

a bfand new pack 58 Liairers,
technology to give you full flavaur i & lighter cigarette 56 if you'd like to experience

Tofail tells British busmessmcn

Il:aknolhlath'achvenmhvm
tobuignmveﬂom

LONDON. Nov |8
desh is offering furnm lnvu
tors a window of opportunities
with an “incentive package” to
attract foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) in the country,
reports BSS.

Commerce and
Tofail

Industries
Minister Ahmed said
this while at ar -
tion accorded to him by British
t of Trade and Indus-

tries (DTI) here today
Presided over lain Dale.
Chairman of South Asian Ad-
visory Group. the function was
attended by the members of the
Confederation of British ndus-
tries, senior officials of DT1 and
the leading British investors
and businessmen of Balfour
Beaty International Brown and
Root Energy Services, Midlands
Power Ltd. GEC Alsthom Lasmo
Plc. National Grid. Norwest

President

From 1
decided to meet | resident to

explain the reasons hrhind the
present stalemate

“The President should be in
formed about the impediments
to making the Jatiya Sangsad
an effective forum for address-
ing le's problems " the BNP
leader said. adding. "The im
pression we got from the
President is that he would help
the parties concerned in resolv
ing the crisis

Dau}ils' loot

ks
F'rnm }ur (‘:E-rgfgpanden

JESSORE. Nov |8 Five truck
load of goods worth Tk one lakh
were hlﬂl‘d hz‘ ‘IL ng of armed
dacoits . akur on the
Jessore Haﬂulﬂ Highway last
night A truck driver was also
stabbedd

According to wilnesses. the
dacoils committed the robbery
by putting up barrncades on the
road

The driver Keramat Al 45,
was attacked as he refused to
pay money to the dacoits

Young man found

dead in Sylhet
hotel

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Nov 18 Police re
covered the body ol a 33-year
old man from a hotel in the
lown last night

A{andmﬁ o police, one per
son identilying himself as
Atiqur Rahman ol 6. Haji
Mohsin Road. Dhaka took a
room in the Hotel Anurag on 15
November. He committed sui-
cide allegedly by taking poison
sometime yesterday, police
said. As many 5 letters ad-
dressed to the Hotel M
the Police, the Civil Srurgmn
the Poura Chairman and to his
parents were found in the shirt
pocket of the victin. It has been
stated in the letters writlten in
English that the identity given
about him in the hotel register
was false and that the death
should not be investigated.

The police have sent the

to the Sylhet MAG Osmamni
ical College Hospital for au-

lopsy.

Bangladesh &
srmoothness in & new hght, look out for

Hoist International and Rolls
Royce

Elaborating the nitiatives
taken by the government to cre
ate a friendly investment enwvi
ronment the minister said
Bangladesh government will
welcome any volume of FDI and
assures full cooperation and
assistance to the investors

The government is taking
special measures to develop in
frastructure facilities to cope
with the trade and investment

expansion. he said. adding that
Bangladesh has the cheapest
and a large number of readily
available and industrious work
force and management profes
sionals.

Listing the incentive pack-
age . the minister said. "We have
agreement with the UK. [taly
Japan. Canada. Korea and other
industrialised countries to get
reliefl from double taxation
(3SP facilities for export to the
[ISA. EU and Japanese markets
and the most favoured nation
status for export to the USA
anvl other Western countries

Earlier. the minister met the
UK based business leaders of
Bangladesh community and
urged the expatriate Bangla
deshis to contribute to the
country's socio-economic

development by investing their
savings

with ason

LONDON. Nov |8 Jemima
Khan. wile of Imran Khan, for
mer Pakistan cricket captain
who is campaigning lo become
prime minister ol Pakistan,
gave birth yesterday to a boy,
reports AF.

‘It was a healthy l“l:%l.'ldﬂ{.'}’
atld birth.” s:ucr mil

esman Patrick Hnberunn

was tolally mormal in every

respect. The family are de-
lighted.”

Robertson said the boy was
borm at 5:34 (1734 GMT) at a
central London hospital yester-

day wei 7 14 ounces
(3.5 kgs).

The spokesman said that
Jemima was visited by her fa-
ther. Anglo-French billionaire

Sir James Goldsmith., mother
and husband.
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Tk 88.7 cr regional
botanical garden,
herbarium to be

built in Sylhet

SYLHET. Nov 18 A regional
botanical garden and herbar-
ium will be built here at a cost
of Taka BB crore and 70 lakh
officials said here todav re-
ports BSS

The work of the proposed
botanical garden and herbar
um will start after the approval
of the ministry

Meanwhile an experts team
recently visited the site of the
rrnr»owri project here. to be

niilt under foreign assistance

(fficials said 265 hectares of
land was allotted for the botan
ical garden at Khadimnagar
here

Entertainment [acilibes for
the tourists will be made avail-
able in the botanical garden.
they said

also said after the im-
lementation the project would
able to earn several lakhs of
taka every month

JS bodies
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strength in the House But the
situation has changed with JFP
and Jamaat requesting review
of this.

“With the BNF abstaining
from attending Parliament ses
sion, we shall not constitute the
commitiees.” State Minister for
Law Abdul Matin Khashru told
this Correspondent Sunday
night, adding. “We want (o do i
unitedly with ‘the Opposition.”

He. however expressed his
optimism that good sense
would prevaill upon Lthe HBNP
leaders and they would return
tlo the House lor the sake ol

running the Parlament eflec
tively”

HNF has been abstaining
[roum JS attending the Sangsad
session from November 1] o
press ils |0 point demand "to

make sufe that the Opposition
1s given adequate opportunity
lo speak 1 parllament

pi’yuu., lo a question on Lthe
issue of proportionate member
ship of Sangsad bodies, Khasru
said that with the JP and
Jamaat officially requesting a
review, a new situation has
arisenn. “The issue would be dis-
cussed by the commitiees con-
cermned.” he added.

Besides, leader of the House
and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is yet to finalise the list
of 30 non-minister legislators
of her party for heading the
committees. "A list was sent to
the Prime Minister last month,
but she has not yet approved it."
a ruling party Whip told this
correspondent Sunday night.

The Trraaur}r Brnch would
not be in a position to propose
formation of the standing bod-
ies unless the list is finalised,
the Whip added.

Utsav, on first day
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festival. first in a South Asian
Country

On the o
Jasraj. a classic
stro known as a living legend.
made his presentation for an
hour. enthralling the audience
in the jam-packed auditorium_

He first presented ra ki
mallar followed by “darbari
kanada © Later he also pre-
senitex] a Bengali song

Pandit Jasraj was followed
hy Raja Reddy and Radha
Reddy the dancer couple who
performed Kuchipudi dance. the
Arncdhra Pradesh style of famous
Indian classical dance A group
~f four other dancers were their
partners in the hour-long
preseialorn

. ing the festival m
ter Nasim recalled the ::f
tusal. social political To-
NOTTHC rclatmhsc with India Ilnd
h that t exist reia-
Hgf:lmkl be sir tn.gl-u:m:ﬂ
further with the

I-k-nidthtrmmmt

ip[::\rwrj mhtm:;hvfrjr “ﬁhe

neighbouring c nuntrinl -
ticularly with India. 71 ht-pt the
Indian gwrnmnl will recip-
rocate (

Stressing the mh-:nge of
more cultural teams with each
other, Nasim said such ex-
change programmes. not
in the cultural field. but also in
other fields. would help
str hen the relat

SR Bommai sald many such
cultural festivals were organ-
ised by India in many countries
of the world, but it is the first
such festival in a South Asian
country which “reflecty the im-

e we altach to our rela-

portanc
tions with Bangladesh .~

2 held
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the alternoon

They told ﬁ ltplrlttljl'

day. Pandit

‘ttmt their ha

marital affairs which lu:l to lh:
family feuds. said.

Alam, a worker in a
recycli factory, had -
tion with his wife, Banu, Sun-
day night. Mother of two,
Banu cut the tal of her hus-
band with a blade while he was

sleepuq:nﬂymthcmung
police said

He was immnd:lntelrjr taken to
the DMCH. .

In the other lnl:im llr
ments worker Ferdousi, mother
of a boy child. injured the pri-
vate part of her husband, Noor.
an unemployed man, when he
was sleeping in their house at
about 4 pm. DMCH sources said
that Noor got married with his
cousin, Ferdousi, about three
years back.

Separate cases have been
filed with Lalbagh and Mo-
hammadpur thanas, police
said.

music mae- -

"Both India and Bangladesh
have highlv dtvﬂoped vibrant
cultures in ancient civiliza-
tions.” the visiting Indian min-
ister said and h that the
Bangladeshi people will have
an opportunity to see the
gh of Indian culture.

thanked the Bangladesh
gﬂvcnumt for extending sup-

ation in

ising thrma] wh:chu::!::'ll
cides with the 25th anniversary
of Bangladesh s independence
for which India played a major
role.

T am sure. this cultural ex-
travaganza will not only
strengthen the cultural ties be-
tween Bangladesh and India
but will also deepen the under-
standing and the cultural bond
between the of our two

The festival will continue
till November 30.

Upazila Parishad
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capacities and management of
the local bodies.

The study is based on an
analysis of 56 pourashavas. 37
union parishads. 10 thanas

another 60 union
Wmmm
over 400 .
to the . the
union should in-
vﬂvad-t:' ﬂydcvclop
l.-l'lu-t pirt Ip-tl-u nf
;:::ple all decisions affecting

cmllty

Upazila should function as
the core body for
national development pro-
grammes. with to de-
cide on specific activities for

the
The U Council shouid
have an Chair with rep-

resentatives from the Union
Parishad as members of the
Council. All field officials
should be under the direct su-
mn of the Chair and the
. the study said adding
that the Council members
should have .

The Zila Parishad should
serve as “training ground” for
politicians the study said

the election of the Zila
Parishad should be based on
arty olitics. The Zila
B should be charged

m“‘.ﬂ:

Igrmlnduql.ﬂtyrdlnr‘-

Beﬁdn the role of the mem-
bers of Parliament should be
separated from the local gov-

mmtgnmum-tudym

The national govermment,
haﬂngthc highest level of au-
thority and power should take

on the trnlmltdm&::ﬂm
mﬂcﬂﬂntmlim. it added.
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