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Favourable investment
climate prevailing in
the country, Tofael tells

I expatnate

Bangladeshis
31-point fall in DSE
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DSE price ndex 150591
Market capmal Tk 29205 cr
| Tramsachons in volume ST
Transactions m value Tk 3
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CSE price” index 1693.21
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NEWS BRIEFS
to off-load
SBC held shares

Government has decided to
off-load the shares of different

cou?nln in the possession of
Sad

sl W

aran Bima Cor dtion
through Dhakn Stock Ex
change. reporis BSS

This decision h.al chme (o
increase the supply of shares in
the stock market.

Indian minister
[ ]
Bommai in city
Inddan Human Resources
Development Minister S R
Bommai arrived in the city

to inaugurate the 173
day “India Cultural Festival

h‘.;l: today. State Minister
for Youth and Sports and
Cultugal Affairs Obaidul Kader
receivied Bommai at the Zia
International Airport reports
UNB

Chittagong Stock Exchange
{CSE) has opened its second
trading booth, said a press re-
lease yesterday. ORA Rasul

Nigam. Director inaugwrated
the booth on Saturday. The new

booth was opened as on
htur%ﬂfht existing booth at
the C wWas experiencing

remendous pressure i recesit
months.

Sarbahara party

leader arrested

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Nov 17- An alleged
Sarbahara party leader was ar-
rested from C Manjur il
lage under Hizla thana of the
district last nmight. The arrested
was identified as Abdul

Gharami Meanwhile

has also recovered eight

cocklails from different places
of the district.

Ursof Khwaja
Mainuddin today
e REIME Affairs

o ob
serve thc holy Urs of Hazrat
Khwaza Mainuddin Chishti (R
today in a befitting manner
The government has called

the m observe the
rlilth an official

handout said. rcpnrls BSS.
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ROME. Nov 17: Indiam Prime
Minister HD Deve Gowda today
said his country would extend
all-out cooperation in solving
bilateral issues with Bangla-
desh, reports BSS,

‘India wants the best of rela-
tions with Bangladesh which is
essential for both countries ',
Gowda said when Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina met him at
the FAO arters here.

The two leaders met for the
first time since they took over
premiership of their respective
countries.

Official sources said the two
Jeaders discussed all outstand-

issues in a warm and cor-
dial atmosphere.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina her confi-
dence that the relations be-
tween the two fnendly countries
would be further strengthened

AGRAHAYAN 5 1403 BS.

for the common benefit of the

twnT?coplﬂs,
1e two leaders resolved

that the outstanding issues
could be solved through bilat-
eral discussion.

The expansion of trade be
tween the two countries figured
prominently during the talks.

The two premiers invited
each other to visit their respec-
tive countries.

Talks with Deuba

Sheikh Hasina also met
Prime Minister of Nepal Sher
Bahadur Deuba here today.

Recalling that Nepal was one
of the pioneering countries to
recognise Bangladesh. the
Nepalese Prime Minister said
that his countiry has excellent
relations with Bangladesh. 'As
we are close neighbours we
should work more closely.’

DHAKA MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18 1996

Deuba said.

Terming Hasina most popu-
lar leader of the region, the
Nepalese Prime Minister in-
viled her to visit the Himalayan
country.

Sheikh Hasina extended her
deep gratitude to Deuba for his
country's sup and coopera-
tion during Bangladesh's liber-
ation struggle.

Deuba said both the govern-
ments came to power after a
long struggle for democracy in
their respective countries.

Prime Minister Hasina said
her government also traversed
a hard journey to democracy in
Bangladesh and established a
government of consensus,

Hasina said she had offered
the main opposition to join her
consensus government but the
opposition rejected the pro-

posal.

5 e —

(Gowda assures all
cooperation to
resolve 1ssues

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasma at a mecting with her Indian counterpart Deve {m in

Rome vesferdavy.
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a mix of hope & cynicism

ROME. Nov 17, In a mix ol
hope and cynicism. a UN gath-
ering to light werld hun rﬁ
wrapped up today with an ar
tious to expand harvests,
level barriers to lood distribu
tion and cut by hall the 840 mil
Kon people without enough to
eal, reporis AP

"These must not be empty
promises.” the rrrnﬂll leader ol
the European Union 0y
Irish Prime Minister John
Bruton. told delegates al the
World Food Sunumit,

But the refugee crisis I
Zaire weighed heavy on the
five-day meeting. showing jusi
one of the crushing problems 1)

trying Lo leed the world — the
bold declaration made at the
last such 22 years ago

in the same hall

| hope and pray that this
time we can get it right = said
Eugene Whelan Canada s for
mer agnoulture minister and
participant in the 1974 cunfer

ence al the UN Food and Agri
eulture Organization.

The seven-point plan adop
ted by the 194 nations also
urged for fewer trade barriers
for food and opposed using food
ald as a political teal — leading
to denunciations of embargoes
by a host of speakers including

w John Paul 1l and Cuban
eader Fidel Castro

The plan. however s only a
sl ol non-binding guidelines

RMCH internee docs

continue strike
From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI Nov 17, The in
ternee doctors of the Rajshahi
Medical College Hospilal
(RMCH| continued their strike

for the sixth day today

'he iternee doctors de
manded punishment of the em
ployres responsible jor altacks

See Page 12 Col 7

Glowing tributes

to Bhasani
By Staff Correspondent

Nation yesterday pad glow-
ing trbutes o Moulana Abdu!
Hamid Khan Bhasani a great
leader of the country who
champoned the causes ol the
toiling masses on his 20th an
niversary of death

Our Caorrespondent from
Santosh. Tangail adds: Leaders
and workers of Awami League
BNP. JP. thewr allied organisa
tions. Bhasani Smnti Sangsad
Bhasam Academy and other

socio-eultural ; here vis
ited the mazar of the late leader
and offered mun AThey also

arr d Quran milad

mahfil, feeding of

discussion meeti Bhasam
book fair on the .
BSS adds: S ers al a

rally in Dhaka called for forg-
ing unity of the country s pro
gressive patriotic forces 10 es-
tablish an exploitaton-free so
ciety as dreamt by Moulana

Bhasani
See Page 12 col 5

Some openly questioned the
value of staging costly interna-

tlional gatherings without
sharper requirements for ac-
tion

AFP adds: The 1IN food

sumanit failed to move signifi
canfly towards eliminating
hunger many delegates and an
alysis said

Cuban FPresiden! Fidel Cas
tra struck the most dramatic
chord when he called the sum
mil "shamelul” jor lalling to do
more to help about one- ol
the world's population whose
diets do nel meel minimum
food needs

(‘astro blasted the goals set
lorth by the delegates. asking in
his plenary session speech on
Saturday, "What kind of cos
mneElic soluthons are we going (o
provide so that in 20 years !:'um
now there would be 400 million
instead of BOO milhon starving
people?’

See P'd#' 12 Col )

AL warns at rally In City

People won't tolerate
'derogatory remarks'

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League leaders at a
rally in the city yesterday criti
cised BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia for passing
derogatory remarks about the
Father of the Nation and said
the people would not tolerate
such utierances

They also expressed grati-
tude to Lhc-‘pmpit and the Jatiya

or

Sangsad the passage of
Indemnity (repeal) Hill 996,
removing all legal barriers to

prosecution of the killers of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and his family mem-
bers.

AL acting president Abdul
Mannan. General Secretary and
LGRD and Cooperatives

| Minister Zillur Rahman. and

Posts aixd Telecommunications
Minisier Mohammad Nasim
and other party leaders and
ministers addressed the huge
rally at Bangabandhu Avenue
organised by the city unit of the
[Jar‘t'f M[yur of Dhaka and city
chief Mohammad Hanil
C halrﬂi the rally held in protest
against Begum Zia's remarks
and in celebration of the
sage of Indemnity (repeal)
The ruling party leaders
however  urged the mai -
sition BNP to refrain l':g':n
launching movement and re-
furn to the Jatiya Sangsad to
help democracy Nourish
Abdul Mannan urged BNP

not to create chaos' in the soci- J

SEMIEL#IZ

Food Summit concludés in |-

Italian investors
- keen to explore
five areas

ROME. Nov 17: Halian en-
trepreneurs are keen to invest
in developing the 1n[raatru::~
tures in the energy er
sectors in Bangladelh Pow
Prime Minister Remano Prodi
told Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina when she met him at the
FAO htggguartcrs here today.,
reports {

The Italian Prime Minister
said the mdin thrust of his
country would be on medium-
scale joint ventures, in marble,.
garments and shoe productions.

He said, as in both countries
new governments are in power,
they should discuss newer ways
of cooperation. “We must kee
contact at high level,” he a ;

Prodi said. Italy will send a
high-level delegation to
Bangladesh to explore the difl-
ferent avenues of bilateral co-
operation.

Sheikh Hasina explained to
the Italian Prime Minister
various potentials and invest-
meni-friendly conditions in
Bangladesh as well as the lib-
eral policy and other fiscal ad-

See Page 12 Col 4
Radar Purchase Case

Ershad’s bail
prayer rejected

A court yesterday rejectecl
the bail praver of former Presi-
dent H M Ershad in the radar
purchase case. reports UNB.

In rejecting the prayer. Addi-
tional District and Sessions
Judge Mohammad Shahidul
Haq observed: "The case is
pending for trial and since the
accused petitioner was a Presi-
dent of the country. his release
on bail may hamper the trial
because of the fact that possibil-
ity of tampering the evidences
cant be ruled out.”

On May 4. 1992, the Bureau
of Anti-corruption filed FIR
with the Cantonment police al-
leging that as per approval of
former President H rshad it
was decided to purchase one
high-powered radar for

{éidﬂtﬁh Airforce in the year

It was further alleged that as
a result of purchase of the said
radar from Westinghouse Com-
pany nf America. the accused n

atign _wi tll %Feru
uniany

to the government

It may be mentioned that Er-
shad. the chairman of JMiva
Party. got bail in 13 cases so lar
it of the 19 cases against him

Najiur Rahman
Manju released

By Staff Correspondent

Najiur Rahman Manju, for
mer minister in H M Ershad's
cabinel and treasurer of the
Jatiya Party. was [reed yester
day from Dhaka Central Jail

He was earlier granted a
presidential pardon,

Manju. who had fMed the
country after the fall of Ershad
government in 199, was sen-
tenced for nine yvears in absen
tia in two corruption cases and
one case under the Special
Powers Act

He was taken into custody
alter he returned to the commnitry
in July

Manju was recetved by lead
ers and workers of Jatiya Party
and Najiur Rahman Manju
Mukt Parishad at the jail
A press release of the ll;triﬁdtl
said. [t sald. Manju expressed
his thanks to his wellwishers
and gratitude 1o Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for his release

Hartal observed
at Golapgan;

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Nov 17 An eighi
hour hartal was observed at Go
lapgan) thana from 6 am today
al the call of the All Party A«
uon Commillee Lo press its six-
point demand

The demands include inme
diate settir ol a fractiona-
tion plant plant and gas
turbine power plant at Golap-
gan) cancellation of acquisi
tion of private lands for Jalal
abad Gas and jobs for local

It in Koilashtila gas lield

several thousand vehicles
wtrt stranded as road links
with Beanibazar HKanaighat
and Jakiganj were disru :

Abigr was held in the
afternoon ith Golapgany
thana Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer
Moulana Syed Nasiruddin in
the chair

It was also addressed by
thana BNFP secretary Mohius
Sunnah Chowdhury. thana JP
President Osman Harun Chow-
dhury labour leader Saleh

and leaders of JC L‘r

‘Miss World contest: 4000 protesters held

BANGALORE. Nov 17 Batan-
wielding police arrested some
4.000 leftists here today after
tlrytrmdtnlavurgrlna hotel

urr% 89 contestants of the

orld ant. report:
AFP page poris

Witnesses said the predomi-

y female crowd, led by se
nior Panynflmiu
Harxm leader Suhasini Ali
nshutmhu:kb-y

Hm her arrest
that she had scored a victory

over the state administration.

The fact that the swimsuit
round was moved to the Sey-
chelles and other contests are
being held outside Bangalore
proves this”. she said as a«
tivists shouted: "death to Miss
Waorld” and "who is more beautt-
ful. Mother Teresa or (India s
last Miss World winner) Aish-
wWa Rai?”

contest shows women

should please men and be dic-
tated by beauty norms set by the
marketplace. We are trying to
change these sterentypes

The action came hours after
the police chief of this southemn
Indian city capital of Kar
nataka state, said he was pre-
pared to snufl oult any protests

"Nothing is being left to
chance. We are anticipating all
kinds of threats and are mak-
ing arrangementis to counter
them,” Sarat Chandra Burma,

E::“uid - -
“We are also going to make
.,ﬁr..'""""’ e o

ar pr groups ve :
peaceful... but we are worried

e might resort to
nrll lmmu ations to dramatise
the situation and grab public-
ity he said.

“There Is also a
threat.” he added.

Meanwhile. Miss World In-
ternational Vice-President Ju
lia Moreley. offered an olive

bomb

' mprq:llrud 1o talk to the
See Page 12 Col 7
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Jungle cat dies at
Mirpur r £00

A jungle cat ﬂtt ﬁhaka Zoo.
— Star photo by Anisur Rahman
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Production of paddy
may go up by 2.4 mmt

By Sharier Khan

Production of paddy in the
country is estimated to increase
o 29 million metric tons (mmt)
this year from last year's 26.6
mmt. according to a forecast of
the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO).

The expected increase is due
to favourable whether and in
crease in lands under paddy cul-
tivation this year. FAO said

The production in 1994 was
25.2 mmt which was much be-
low the target because of
drought and shortfall in supply
of fertiliser. Natural disaster
and fertiliser supply shortfall
continued 1n: 1995, resulting in
the below target production.

Production ol Aman is ex
pected to reach 10 mmt [inilled)
which will be well above last
year s output. Harvest of Aman
crop has started.

"The production of Amadn
will exceed the target this year

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition Begum Kha-
leda Zin ,mr- satcd there is no
difference between the ruling
Awami League and Jatlya
Pirty. reports L/NB,

Ershad is the B-team ol
Awami League... He usurped
state power [rom an elected BNP
government in 1982 with the
support of Awami League Theh
entente still remains intact.’
she alleged.

“This unholy entente |s
against the interest of the
country and its " the BNP
chairperson said in her presi-
dential. address at the party's

Journalist found
dead in hotel
room at Bogra

From Our Correspondent

HBOGRA Nov 17, A local
journalist C:olam Mohiuddin 63
was found dead tn a hotel here

this morning

Various articles were seen
scattered in the hotel room
with a handkerchief pushed
into the mouth of the victim
indicating that he may have
been 1 ed

India Festival
begins today

A l3-day 'Indta Cultural
Frntnril begins in the capital
and three other cities and towns
lﬂd:r eports UNB.

inistry of Cultural Affairs
organised the lestival under the
Bangladesh-India Cultural
Exchange Agreement.

Post and Telecommuni-
cations Minister Mohammad
Nasim and Indian Minister for

Human Resources went
S R Bommai will jointly inau-
gurate the festival at a function

at Osmani Augditorium at 6 pm
today

The festival will cover clas
sical folk and modern songs.
dance. drama and art and crafis
exhibition

Il will be held in Rajshahi.
Khulna and Jessore on Novem-
her 22, 24 and 25 respectively

Earlier Ii.mgladenh Festival
of Aris was held in Delhi
Calcutta and other Indian cities
in 1994

Sonali Jute Mills

shut down

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 17: The Son
ali Jute Mills here has been
closed for lsllnl'h:ﬂnitt
from terday, according to
m.l':um_ The decision to
close the mills was taken after
the laid off workers announced
they would immolate them
seives to realise their demands
including payment of the ar

rears.

Create atmosphere for
dialogue: Khaleda

because of the timing and na-
ture of flood and expansion of
arable land." said a FAO expert.
Rice production may continue
to increase next year. the expert
hoped.

The estimated import of rice
this vear is likely to decline to
07 mmt from last years 1.3
mumt. The projected rice import
for 1997 is even lesser 0.7 mmt.

The country roughly spends
over Tk 1000 crore for import-
ing one million metric tons of
rice.

The stock position of rice is
also expected to improve 1997
the FAO forecast said.

"Last year. 85 per cent of the
total staple food requirement
was produced in the country.
This year. it is likely to be over
90 per cent.” said another high
official of the FAO.

"But despite this improve-

>ee Page |2 Col 6

central executive committee
meeting at a local hotel on
Saturday night.

Begum Zia said her party
was abstaining from the Iﬁuu‘
to protect its parliameftary
rights through the 10-point
proposal. "We are offered a pro
posal for negotiation. But the
government is not willing to
create an atmosphere for dis-
cussion,

The Leader ol the Opposition
lald emphasis on creating
favourable atmosphere for dis
cussion by stopping the ruling
party's repression on BNP Ihur
ers and workers.

If the government continues
its repressive measures. the
peace-loving people will be
quite naturally aggrieved.
Hegum Zia said adding a move
ment would have to be launched
with active participation ol the
aggrieved people.

She said the AL was needed
lo be in power as part of India's
delineation of hegemony by en-

See Page 12 Col 3

" cat, the number of dead

Fifth feline meets

| re e p—— m— S o vmm.

Huf same fate

In a un”/

By Staff Correspondent

One of the five jungle cats at
the Dhaka Zoo, a nearly extinct
feline. was found dead in its
cage early Fc&lerdav morning.
sources al the Zoo said.

With the death of the 1111

elines

at the Zoo rose to five within
seven days. Four Royal Bengal
tigers including a cub mysteri-
ously died between November 9
and 13. Five other tigers which
fell sick over the last week, were
recovering till vesterday. the
SOUTCces

"We do not know how the cat
died. it was alright when we of-
[ered food yesterday (Saturday).
This morning we found it dran:l
hanging from the platform
where it usually hangs around.”
said a caretaker of the Zoo.

Veterinary Officer of the Zoo
See Page 12 Col 8 '

Extortionists

stab 2 1n city

By DMC Correspondent

Two brothers were stabbed
by a group of extortionists in a
market at Sobhanbagh in the
rll".frﬁestcrday afternoon.

victims, Md Ali, 32, and
Liakat Ali. 25, were admitted to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH). hospital
sources said.

According to their famil
members. a gang of about Ig
E}Eﬂpit" ransacked the business
iouse of Saidur Rahman, 45,
the elder brother of the victims
as he refused to pay toll. The
gang stabbed the two when they
tried to prevent them from at-
tacking their elder brother.

The members of the gang
also demanded a lew days ago a
toll of Tk 50.000 from Saidun
who stays in Mohammadpur
area.

However, police said. more
than two persons were mjured
during the attack at about 4 pin.

None was arrested in this
connection till the filing of the

report last night,
i
s ar

_BSS adds. 1

109, West Rampura was injured
when an alle mugger stabbed
hitm at Dhalpur. Denira. yester
day alternoon.

He is undergoing i(reatment
at the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital. hospital sovroes sl

Police constable
allegedly rapes
disabled girl

From Staff Correspondent

KAULNA. Nov 17: A lice
constable, Gopal Chandra Shil.
ol Boyra police outpost was
placed under suspension and
closed’ in the police lines today
for allegedly raping a phyvsi.
cally handicapped teenage girl.

Police said the constable was
caught by neighbours when he
was [leeing alter rapping Kha-
leda Khatun (16) at her house in
absence of her parents on
Saturcday night.

A case was lodged with
Sonadanga thana in this con-
nection.

The lice constable was
suspended and ‘closed’ aflter
hundreds ol people of Sona-
danga area demonstrated today
in front of the police station

| demanding punjshment to him.

Most 1deally

RAJUK Commercial Plot
Auction Notice

located Commercial-

cum-Residential Plot No. 52 at Gulshan South
Commercial Area, Dhaka facing Gulshan

Avenue measuring more or less 497.75 sqr.

metre (7 katha 7

chattak) will be allotted for 99

years lease on open auction.

Applications on prescribed form to be

obtained with terms and conditions from Janata

Bank, Rajuk Bhaban Branch, Dhaka on payment

of Tk. 500/=

(Taka five hundred) only in cash

for each set (non-refundable) and will be
received by the Deputy Director (Estates), Rajuk
from the intending bidders up to 2.00 PM on

28-11-96.

The auction will be held on 30-11-96 in the
Conference Room, 3rd floorof the Rajuk Bhaban,

Dhaka at 10.00AM.

DFP-26141%-16/11
{.l"t“]

Chairman

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha

Dhaka




