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The Readers Digest. the
world's most widely rtm:l inter-
national monthly magazine,
formally honoure its

adesh "Hero For Today’
Abul Khair at a simple cere-
mony at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel
yesterday. reports UNB.

"l am i ired by the award
to do gobd for others in the fu-
ture,” Khair said receiving the
"Hero For Today" citation and a

ue for 300 US dollar.

ome Minister Major (retd)
Rafiqul Islam attended the
function as chief guest and
handed over the cheque and a
cﬁﬂﬂcﬁ from thckl}caders' Di-

to 9-year-o 1
EEEmi(l'rnalr saved some mﬂ lives
on July 13. 1996, by stopping
the Meghna Intercity Express
train near his village in Haji-
ganj of Chandpur district by
waving a ‘red petticoat” when
he noticed a part of the rail-
track missing.

The minister said.
"Mankind survives for
mankind. the role of the young
boy has proved it again.”

"I eve yvin B adesh
works with the same dedication
as Khair did, the fate of the
country will change for the bet-
ter.” he said.

A sector commander during
the 1971 war. Rafiqul Islam re-
called the heroic deed of an-
other voung boy. who helped his
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Abul Khair 'Hero for Today'

sector during the war ol inde-
pendence to gel information
about enemies.

It was a glaring example that
showed young boys could also
have patriotic zeal and devo-
tion for the humankind. he said
adding that Khair had set an-
other example of that kind.

The minister pr that
since the US-based Readers' Di-

st was already being pub-

ished in 191 . it should

also be pub is in Bengali
from B
He cal n the Readers’

Digest managemcnt to publish
the Bengalli edition considering
the huge Bengali ulation in
this part of the world and said
the inspiring writeups of the re

uted magazine would help the
gcm.,ﬂl speaking people (o be
imbued with the ideals ol
mankind and heroism

Noted juvenile writer
Shahriar Kabir addressed the
function as the special guest,
while USIS director in Dhaka
Donald Bishop. OCAB general
secretary Shaliqul arim,
Khair and Rahim Sikder, a
young boy spoke on behalf of
children. on the occasion

Romain Vaillaume, first sec-
retary of the French Embass
in Dhaka, Capt (retd) AB Taju
Islam MP. Principal Informa-
tion Officer (PIO) Moqbul
Ahmed, Public Relations Direc-

tor of Railways Mostaf-e-Jamil,

parents of Khair and a mp of
students of Surovi, a sc

the distressed children in
Dhaka. were present at the cer-

CIony

Nadeem Qadir, the
Bangladesh representative of
the Readers Digest. chaired the
function

The home minister said he
would n:r,qrsl the government
for introducing a presidential
award’ lor those who contribute
for the nation and mankind as
Khair did.

Shahriar Kabir termed
Khaitr's heroic act as a matter of
pride for the whole nation and
urged the concerned authorities
to include his story in the
school text book " It is a matter
of rrﬁrri that although Khair
was honoured internationally.
authorities here did little for
him.” he said

"I bring the honour of all
Americans to Khair for his
heroic act... he is the youngest
hero | ever met.” said Donald
Bishop. He added. "1 hope Khair
will be a leader in the nature
and the entire world is aware
about his deed through the
Reader's Digest magazine "

The ceremony was followed
by a cultural programme per-

lormed by the young children ol
Surovi

ot ¥

Home Minister Rafiqul Islam handing over a cheque for 300 US dollars and the "Hero For
Today" citation presented by the Readers' Digest to Abul Khair at a simple function at a

city hotel yesterday.

Support of dev partners
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ration was adopted.

The declaration welcomed
the WTO initiative in arrangin
the meeting which has provid
an opportunity for collective
consideration of the challenges
and opportunities arising from
the new trading environment,
ways and means of strengthe-
ning the participation of LDCs
in the multilateral trading
system and in their endeavours
to coordinate their position to
ensure the effective participa-
tion of LDC delegations in the
forthcoming first ministerial
conference of WTO to be held in
Singapore in December 1996.

t noted with deep concern
that in the early 1990s, LDC's
share in both world exports
and imports fell by one-hall
and one-third from the already
meagre levels ol 0.6 per cent and
one per cent, respectively in
1980. Moreover, the ratio of ex-
ports to GDP fell from 17 per

BUET VC
hospitalised

Vice-Chancellor of the
Bangladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology (BUET)
Prof Dr Mohammad Shahja-
han was admitted to the BIR-
DEM hospital yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

An official circular, slgned
by BUET Registrar M Shah
han, said the VC was un
treatment at the hospital fnr

his _illness
Dean of the Pacalty of Me:
of Dr M

chanical Engineering
Mizanur Rahman will be in
charge of the routine duties of
the VC in absence of Prof
Shahjahan who is 'unable to
look after’ the functions of the
university, the circular said.

Our Staff Correspondent
adds: The impasse in the coun-
try's only engineering univer-
sity continued with teachers
abstaining from duties since
October 28 demanding removal
of the vice-chancellor. This is
clouding the fate of thousands
of students scheduled to begin
their new term today.

The students face uncer-
tainty at the results of the last

cent to 14 per cent during the
same riod. This trend indi-
cates that LDCs as a group con-
tinue to be further marginalized
in international trade. it said.
The declaration added that
the Uruguay Round agreements
pose both challenges and op-
rtunities for LDCs. On the one
Egnd LDCs would suffer loss of
the margin of preference en-
{:}}rtd by them in major mar-
ets and would also be uired
to implement a series ol obli-

%atiuns arising from the
ruguay Round eements. On
the nthtr hand, s are not in

a position to take advantage of
new trading opportunities be-
cause of the severe constraints
on their supply capacities of ex-
rtable goods and services.

In the light of the above,
there is urgent need for adopt-
ing measures to enable LDCs to
address the problems relating
to supply capacities of ex-
portable pgoods and services.
access to markets for their cur-
rent and potential exportable
items, and f[ulfilling their obli-
gations arising from the
Uruguay Round Agreements the
declaration said.

"We, therefore, stress that
while LDCs will need to con-
tinue and strengthen national
efforts towards economic re-
form and building supply and
competitive capacities, they
will rr: uire adequate assis-
tance of their development and
trading partriers and the con-
cerned international and inter-
governmental organizations,
particularly WTO, UNCTAD,
ITC. WB, IMF, UNDP, UNIDO
and the Common Fund for
Commodities, in realising the

otential benefits from the

ruguay Round ments and
in integrating LDCs into the
world economy and the inter-
national trading system, it
added.

The declaration called upon
the Slngagnrc ministerial
meeting, which is expected to
provide an lmpc:-rtant oppor -
tunity for the international
cnmumtu review the prob-
lems of s, to adopt a com-

rehensive plan of action in
avour of LDCs to enable them

— Star photo

Govt to import
electricity at low
cost: Zillur

KISHOREGANJ, Nov 16: The
government would import elec-
tricity at low cost from a n
bouring country for the devel-
opment of the country, reports
UNB.

LGRD and Cooperatives Mi-
nister Zillur Rahman said this
while he was addressing the
inaugural ceremony of a 10-day
Trade Fair at Kishoreganj Go-
vernment High School ground
here this noon. The DC Ki-
shoreganj. AMM Farhad. pre-
sided over the function.

"Development of the country

is being hampered due to load-
shedding in the production sec-
tors.

@he Baily Star

US fears fresh violence

Junta blocks access road
to Suu Kyi's house

YANGON. Nov 16: Myanmar
military authorities barred ac-
cess to the road leading to op-
E(mmun leader Aung San Suu

s home early this morning

revent her [rom holding

]l'::cnngs or meeting people,
wllrm said, r Reuter

Traffic wardens blocked off

BCL activists
ransack Madhu’s
canteen

Pro-Awami League Chhatra
League activists stormed into
the Madhus canteen on the
Dhaka University campus yes-
terday protesting ‘faflure’ of
their senior leaders to stop fre-
quent police interventions at
fahurul Hagque Hall. reports
[INB

Campus sources said a group
of BCL activists of Zahurul
Haque Hall came to the canteen
with procession and exchanged
hot words with their central
leaders on the frequent raid on
their dormitory

At one stage they shouted
slogans and started ransacking
the canteen Several students
present al the canteen. received
minor injuries during the inci-
dent

One shot dead by
forest guards
in Barlekha
From Staff Corréspondent
SYLHET. Nov 16 A 'f“'lll!lﬂ
man was shot dead alleged|
lorest guards in Barlekha th alm
of Moulvibazar district Thurs
day
According to lorest oflicials
Keyser Ahmad, 25 along with
lus accomplices was illegally
culting timbers from the gov
ermment reserve {orest The for
est guards managed Lo catch one
Suruj All. an accomplice ol the
deceased The lorest guards said
they had 1o open fire as Lhe

wood cutters tried to attack
them

India festival

From Page 1

Mohammad Nasim and Indian
Human Resources Minister S R
Bommai will jointly inaugurate
the festival at Osmany
Memorial Hall at 6 pin tomor-
row Bommai arrives in the
city today

the access roads to University
Avenue where Suu Kyi's home is
located

A spokesman for Suu Kyi
told Reuters that the barring of
access had prevented a visiting
representative of the Geneva-
based World Council of
Churches (WCC) from coming (o
meet her today. The visitor was
not identified.

Suu Kyi was busy
meetings with other senior
leaders of her National
for Democracy (NLD), he .

Meanwhile, the United
States expressed grave concern
on Friday about ble fur-
ther violence in Myanmar this
weekend and said it would hoid
the military junta responsible
for any attack on its democratic

opponents.

One stabbed

From Page |
the owner of Sankatmochon
The atiackers allegedly ran-
sacked the office and tried to
damage a car as the owner re-

fused to pay the money de-
manded by the extortionists.

At one stage, the attackers
alle sta Mostafa and

Mamun when they resisted.
Mamun was under treatment at
the DMCH till last night.

In another incident one
Krishna Das, 28, edly an
auto-rickshaw driver., was
found lying in an unconscious
state on a road in Ekrampur
area under Sutrapur thana in
the city at noon yesterday. po-
lice said

Police took the victim, son
of Tulu Chandra Das of Juraine.
to the DMCH where doctors de-
clared him dead An unnatural
death case has heen filed with
Sutrapur thana

PSI suspended
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Jahan went to the store on
Wednesday and alleged that the
storekeeper Billal Hossain was
selling an Indian hair ol He
demanded from Billal Tk
20,000 to avert any police ha
rassment. they said
Billal and other traders toild
the PSl to cotme on Thursday o
collect that money
Jahan went to the store on
Thursday at around 8 pm and

was caught by the traders at the |
market and handed him over to |

the police. An investigation
will be carried gut into the inci-
dlent, police said

No street agitation: BNP

From Page |
district leaders. however, sug

gested that the party should re-
turn to the House to highlight
the government s failures and
misdeeds on 11s floor in the
next session. said the sources.
Begum Zia. who heard over
100 leaders. faced criticisms for
her recent remarks at a Savar
rally. Meeting sources quoted
~several speakers as saying that
the party chief should not make
comments that damage the im-
age of the party as well as of
herself and for which they are
to answer to the people.
Besides, several top leaders
includi former home minis-
ter Abdul Matin Choudhury and
former party Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukder came
under fire for their role while

the party was In ;
Other ftntramers were
blamed by the district leaders

for not maintaining regular
contacts with party leaders and
workers at the grassroots levels.

A BNP leader who is also an
MP. was criticised for his re-
ported secret meeting with an
influential minister in the pre-
sent government.

The meeting that ended at
about 11:45 pm last night was
attended by 253 out of lead-
ers invited. The absentees in-
cluded standing committee
members and former ministers
Mirza Golam Hafiz. Majid-ul-

Haq and ASM Mostafizur
Rahman.

The meeting adopted a 21-
point resolution on various so-
cio-economic and political is-
SLIES.

The resolution said that the
BNP would not accept any ac-
cord with India which would
provide for less than 34,000
cusec water and resist any
move to give corridor to India
in the name of Asian Highway
and import of power from that
country.

It bitterly criticised the gov-
ernment for what it called un-
leashing terrorism, repressing
political opponents. conspiring
to sell out the country's
sovereignty and following a
subversive foreign policy, mak-
ing the parliament ineffective,
distorting national history,
bringing in economic stag-
nancy, and politicising the
administration.

The resolution urged the
democratic and patriotic forces

to rise against the ent's
"anti-national” activities. It
also demanded resignation of
the Chief lection

Commissioner supply of fer-
tiliser at fair price and govern-
ment steps to check price rise of
essential commodities.

Yesterday's meeting of BNP's
national executive committee
was the first since the BNP
government resigned in March
this year.
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FBCCI team off
to Japan

An eight-member
of the Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) left Dhaka
yesterday for Japan to attend
the Individual Country
Observational Study Mission.
reports UNB.

Former Executive Com-
mittee member of the FBCCI.
Mohammad Ayub Miah is
leading the delegation in the
five-day study mission begin-
ni froom tomorrow.

e mission has been organ-
ised by the Japan Productivity
Centre for cio- Economic

Development (JPC-SED)
The objectives of the study

" mission are to provide man-

agers/leaders of individual
member countries with
tunities to study. discuss and
observe the recent develop
ments in specific areas of inter-
est by visiting other member
countries

Impasse at RMCH

continues

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Nov 16 The Ra
jshahi Medical tnllcﬂ;eﬂulpltal
remained closed | S5th da
today because of the strike
the employees and interne doc
lors

Senjor doctors are also ab
staining from work fearing at-
tacks by employees

The situation on the campus
is still tense although the Em
F{l‘t‘wrrn Unity Association of

CH has decided to withdraw
their strike from tomorrow

On the otherhand, the In
terne Doclors Assoclation and
the Chhatra Oikya Parishad
have decided to continue their
sirike until the removal ol the
Director of RMCH

Acid' thrown on
young woman

In Jessore

From Staff Correspondent

JESSORE. Nov 16 A young
woman of the Railgate area of
the Jessore town was severely
burnt when a ﬁang of miscre-
ants threw aci at her last
night.

The victim identified as
Sajida. 30 was rushed to the
in a
critical condition.

Her refused to accept the
overtures of neighbours was re-
ported the cause of the attack.

One held for

torturing wife
By Staff Correspondent

One person impersonatin
ar MBHg doctor was arreste
on charges of torturing his wife
in the city yesterday.

Shahadat alias "Dr Monjur

Hossain" of Lalbagh. allegedly
married Arifun Akhter Lipi
identifying himself as a doctor.
police said.
According to police, Shaha-
dat used to torture Lipi for
dowry very often. She received
injuries in her ear when she
was attacked by Shahadat in a
house at Dhulajpar in Demra
thana a few da

Lipi filed a cas: against him
with Demra thana. Acting on a
tip off, police held the fake doc-
tor from a house at Dhalkana-
gar under Sutrapur thana early
yesterday.

term are yet to be out. Registra- to overcome the challenges and
tion cards for students to n to reap the full potential bene-
the term could not be signed fits of the Uruguay Round
teachers due to the strike Agreements.
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PM's call at Food

From Page 1

in taking advantages of the op-
portunities created under the
new international trading
regime.” she said and also
stressed the necessity of struc-
tural adjustment in economic
management.

The Prime Minister voiced
concern that the ability of the
developing countries to stabi-
lize food supplies through im-
ports continue to be eroded by
external debt-burden inspite of
the “Toronto terms."

She regretted s]a’ahlnﬁ of
food aid into half in thr
short-years, from 15.3 million
tons in 1993 to 7.6 million tons
in 1996.

"Let us not forget that food-
aid has always been vital even
in the most advanced countries
— food stamps in one, soup
kitchens in another. Such pro-
grammes still bring essential
relief in many countries to tens
of millions who live below the
poverty line,” she said.

About the obligation to pre-
serve life-support systemn that
imposes an additional burden
on the developing countries, the

Bangladcsh Prime Minister
said, "One that they cannot
shoulder without the support of
international communit

She said the world which is
going to have to double its farm-
production in 25 years without
destroying the environment
will need collective pooling of
resources and knowledge, and a
genuinely cooperative endeav-
our.

Net cereal imports of food-
deficit in developing countries
may have to grow from the cur-
rent 90 million tons to 162 mil-
lion tons in the year 2010,
Hasina said. adding m low-
income countries may d it
difficult to finance their cereal

import-bills from agriculture
export earnings.

"Efforts at community and
national levels need to be sup-
ported at F,lﬂbal level with in-
ternational solidarity founded
on equitable sharing of re-
sources, technology and market
opportunities.”

Optimistic about the
prospect of the exciting break-
through of gene-revolution, she
said the North with its techno-
logical resources will have to
cooperate equitably with the
South and its God-given genetic
riches. "Confronting. each can
beggar the other. Cooperating,
both can redeem our unfulﬂlled
P]EdT%E of driving out hu

ese advances in rnnti:r
technology will be meaningless
to the rural poor if structural
reforms do not place within
their reach the resources to
produce and procure, Hasina
said and quoted late President
of the Philippines Ramon
Magsaysay, "a little more food
on their tables, a little more
clothing on their backs, a little
more roof over their heads.”

In her 17-minute speech in
the august gathering of the
heads of states and govern-
ments, the prime minister said
her government has given high-
est priority to the agriculture
sector and mentioned that bud-
E:tary allocation this year has

en increased by 34 Pcr cent
above the previous leve

Welcoming the bold and
timely initiative taken the
FAO Director Gentra in
laum:hinF the Special Pro-

amme for Fund Eﬂ:uﬁty in

w-Income Food-Deficit Coun-
tries, Hasina said bitter experi-
ence in the early seventies that
dependence on others often re-
sult in perpetual fast.

"Our farmers need support

Summit

for that — support for entitle-
ment to scientific knowledge,;
for eqquitable access to resources
and linancial services; for in-
vestment in water-control and
markeling infrastructure.”

She went on: "What I am
talking about is not just trans-
fer of resources and technology.
but- of empowerment of the ac-
tual ucers with both”.
"Otherwise, we'll continue to
impoverish millions of people
in a period of rapid economic
growth.,” the prime minister
said. "Access to control of re-
sources, including knowled
resources, must be broa to
ensure more cc}uitahlt shaﬂng
of the benefits of production.”

She said unjust economic
and social structures have
trapped in a period of rapid
economic growth,” the prime
minister said. "Access to con-
trol of resources, including
knowledge-resources. must be
broadened to ensure more equi-
table sharing of the benefits of
production.”

She said unjust economic
and social structures have
trapped the rural majority into
detention camps of poverty,

, and stunted per-
m:rnal devel . t. - ;
people have known the
face oiy hunger — hunger because
of natural disasters and envi-
ronmental degradation, hunger
because of human inflicted de-
struction and selfish demand
inherent in uantitative
growth. Historically, the heavi-
est burdens have been |

not by nature
upnn my u
but by i‘uﬂg‘:ruﬁ:mnn beings."

She said the Constitution of
Bangladesh has enjoined upon
the state to secure to the citizens
the "provisions of the basic ne-
cessities of life, including food,
clothing, shelter. education and

in Rome

medical care.”

Hasina spoke of the contin-
ued flouting of a fundamental
human right: the right to live
with dignity, the right not to die
of starvation. A right acknowl-
edged by the International
Covenant of the United Nations
in 1966 and reiterated time and
again in subsequent interna-
tional meets.

She said there can be no hu-
man rights for a person de-
feated and debased by hunger.

"And more than 800 million
people in the world today are
denied an adequate diet to the
point where their lives are at
risk and, quite often, aborted by
premature death.

"Two hundred million chil-
dren are ill-fed, listless and
without hope. Asia. the fastest
growing region in the world, is
paradoxically the home for
more than million under-
nourished men, women and
children.”

The prime minister said the
threat of conflict between East
and West is well behind us to-
day. Yet the "people with the
broken ask us, if we care
to hear, what are we all and the
world powers waiting for to use
the huge resources swallowed up
by our budgets for human de-
struction to engage in outright
haltl: with poverty and
hun

o Mcmm We
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and a committed one for that,

not tomorrow or dny after, but

Ind_:Hr and now,” she said.
1

¢ Prime Minister, after

tlelivering the speech. chaired

the plenary session of the FAO
stinunit. As the Prime Minister
took the chair, she was greeted

by a good number of heads of
slate
the summmit,

1wl government atiending

AL rally protests BNP
chief's remark

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a rally organ-
isedd by the ruling Awami League
at Savar yesterday protested
BNFP Chairperson Begum Kha-
leda Zia's derogatery remarks’
about Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and
the view that passing such
remarks about the Father of the
Nation amounted to violation
of the Constitution

The rally was held in protest
against Begum Zia's reported
remarks in her address at a
rally at Savar on November 11

State Minister for Informa-
tion Abu Sayeed. State Minister
for Fisheries and Livestock
Satish Chandra Roy president
of Dhaka district unit of AL
Shamshuddoha Khan Maijlish
and ils General Secretary Be-
najir Ahmed. local unit leaders
and a Chhatra League leader
addressed the rally chaired by
local AL Leader san Habib

Begum Zia and r riedly
said at the Savar r:fl.o that

Awami League calls Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman Father of the Na-
tionn but he does not deserve it
because "he could not behave
the same way to all his sons

lprfxlfl |
e BNP rally as well as that

of the AL followed the killing of
Moksed Ali Monju, a ward
commissioner of Savar and
Jubo Dal leader Monju was
killed on November 9

In his speech the state min-
ister for information said yes-
terday it was unfortunate for
the nation to hear such utter
ances from a f{ormer prime
minister

He said Begum Zia might
have forgotten that her hus

AL demands

From Page |

took stock of the overall politi-
cal situation and discussed
preparations for the par 5
scheduled public meeting l.ﬁ
Bangabandhu ﬂ\rtnur lndny
The meeting is being held as
part of a three-day central pm
gramme 10 frlrhrat f
the Indemnity a]PBill

Abdul Mammn termed BN-
P's abstension from attending
the parliament session illogical
and urged it to retyrn to the
House.

“We don't believe in taking
revenge. Rather. we bhelieve in
rule ol law." said the acting
president of AL said. The na-
tion's aspirations has been ful-
lilled with the passage of In-
demnity Repeal Bill as the
killers can now be tried, he ob-

served .
recovery

drive in Khulna
From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Nov 16: A special
drive will be launched in ten
districts of Khulna division
from tomorrow in a bid to re-
cover illegal arms and contain
criminal activities by members
of outlawed organisations.

According to an official

source. the drive will continue
for two WEE]![S

Bhasani

From Page 1

Hasina in a message paid re-
spect for the late leader's con-
cern for the downtrodden and
recalled his close association
with Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

BNP Chair&crsun Eegum
Khﬂlﬁdlg Zia T“p:d p.lﬂdgc
called for ren to pm—
tect the country's independence

and sovereignty being imbued
with the ideals of Maulana
Bhasani. .

Acting President of Awami
League, Abdul Mannan. and
State Minister for Information
Prof. Abu Sayeed and other cen-
iral leaders of the party will
visit the mazar of Bhasani 1o-
dayv.

position Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) and its
front organisations have taken
week-long programmes to ob-
serve the day.

The Committee for Observ-
ing Death Anniversary of
Bhasani will hoist national
ﬂaﬁ at BNP office this morming
and place wreaths at the mazar
of the late leader at Santosh,.
Tangail.

Row over CBA_Polls

Jamuna Fertiliser

Factory may
face closure

JAMALPUR, Nov 16: The
Jamuna Fertiliser Factory is
likely to face closure due to ri-
val between two factions of

r;ram“[ League over the CBA
rlt.-cﬂnn. reports UNB.

The situation erupted as the
central committee of the
Sramik League reportedly nom-
inated two committees in the
factory unit — one led b
Hafizur Rahman Khashru an
another by Abdul Aziz.

4 dacoits

From Page |
Babu. 80. Arman Miah 26.
Chan Miah. 57. Motahar Hos-

sain. 27. Sushanta Das. 28 and
Abdus Salam, 20, were rushed
to Dhaka Medical College Hos-

pital

not so stri
loan as it will be from the IMF's
concessional window . ..
will help the country to build a
comfortable reserve to ca
trade and currency liberalisa-
tion.” he said.

band Ziaur Rahman had writ-
ten in an article published on
March 22. 1974 that the nation
ought for independence at the
call of the .
A!E'mfnrﬁa blamed the BNP
chie "spreading communal
hatred and said ‘please don't ut-
ter such lies that 'Azans’ at

mosques are being rc;ﬂacrd by
'ulu dhwani’ and 'shankha

dhwani. Please give up playing
the India card more .

"BNP does politics of t:lm.il:llt
standard. It shows itself as

i"r;"?;;ffh’f“.h‘;“ﬁ;,iw
power” . he added.
ROK PM tells Hasina
Economic ties
with Dhaka

to continue
ROME. Nov 16 South Korean

Prime Minister Soo Sung Lee
called on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at the FAO

Headquarters here yesterday.
reports BSS.

Sheikh Hasina appreciated
South Koreas participation in
the develo t of Bangladesh
saying. "We expect larger in-
vestment by the Koreans.”

She made special reference
to the establishment of a South
Korean Export Processing Zone
(EPZ] in Bangladesh and said,
“We view our economic rela-
tions with South Korea as cor-
dial.”

Expressing his satisfaction
over the good relations between
South Korea and Bangladesh,
Soo Sung Lee said the ¢ -
tion would continue to grow for
Lthe mutual benefits of the peo-
ples.

The South Korean Prime
Minister said his country would
keep up its economic coopera-
tion with Bangladesh

Hasina meets FAO DG

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina today met the Director
General of Food and Agriculture
Organisation(FAO) Jacques
Diouf. at the FAO Headquarters.

discussed matters re-
:;tin toe FAQO activities in
alﬁndclh.
arlier, Sheikh Hasina met
Cuban President Fiedel Casiro
at the conference hall of the
FAO Headguarters.

On Friday British Minister
of State for Overseas Devel
ment Assistance (ODA) Li
Chalker called on Prime Minis-

ter Sheikh Hasina at the FAO
Headquarters.

8 dacoits held

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Nov 16
Eight people were arrested
while preparing to commit

robberies on buses and trucks
on the Dhaka-Chittagong
highway at Tribardi in the
early hours of today. Sonar-
gao ﬁ}mhcc said. Acting on a
tip-off. police went to the spot
and ca t the decoits with a
truck (Dhaka-Metro Na-8832).
Several s of stones. brick-
bats and a knife were recov-
ered from them.

The arrested were identified
as Alam. 25. Ratan. 22, Motaleb.
22. Majibar. 28, Alamgir. 30,
Mohammad Gazi., 27. Abdul
Malek. 25, and Zakir Hossain.
30.

IMF mission
From Page 1

that of a month ago as shown by
the central bank statistics, the
finance ministry official said
the reserve would come down
when the country would have to
pay in the Asian Clearing
Union (ACU).

As the country is planning
for further liberalisation in its
trade and exchange regimes. it
needs a forex reserve to the tune
of some 4 billion UUS dollars. he
said, adding that further cur-
rency convertibility would not
be possible with the present re-
serve position.

"If we want further liberali-
sation. outside su s are
needed ... But we are not in a
hurry, we are doing it in a
leisurely manner.” he said of
the negotiations with the IMF
which would follow the ap-
praisal of the current mission.

After receiving the re of
the mission. the official said.
the government iz likely to
start negotiation on the terms
and condition of the interna-

tional body and the entire pro-
cess may take some time.

"If the conditionalities are
ngent, we can take the

the fund

Asked whether harsh eco-

nomic measures would follow
the ESAF negotiation with the
IMF as it was in Pakistan. the
official said Ba
in a position
where reserve fell below the
level of one month's import ca-

pacity

adesh is not
ike Pakistan

“But we are not in such a po-

sition. we don't need immediate
IMF loan as Pakistan needs. ™
the official said. Se

would not have to follow any
=t t fiscal measures o ged
the IMF loan. he added



