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NEWS BRIEFS

ALPP meets
Nov 20

A meeting of the Awami
League Parliamentary Party
will be held on Novem-

ber 20 at 11:30 am at the confer
ence room of the Treasury
Bench on 9th floor of the
Bhaban. Leader of the

House and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina will preside

over the meeting. reports BSS

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Nov 16 Four per
sons were injured in a clash re
between (wo rival gro

p- of u-.- Chhatra

BCL) e on Friday
gght Tht injured include two
leaders — Jahangir Alam

and Taslimuddin Asha. Three
shops were ransacked during
the clash in which bombs and

!rurmn were used. eyewil-
nesses sawd.
Half-day hartal at

From S Correspondent

SYLHET. Nov 16: The All
Party Action Committee has
called a half-day hartal at the
thana headquarters of Golap-
ganj tomorrow to press its 6-
point demafidd. The demands
include setting a fractiona-
tion plant and a Gas Turbine at
Golapganj. shopping acquisi-
tion lands in the name of
Jalalabad Gas and creating job

Fmﬁﬂfmﬂthcalpm

25 shops gutted at
Panchagarh town

PANCHAGARH. Nov 16
Twenty-five shops were gutted
in a fire near Tetu-
lia road in the town last night.
The fire originated from a
%rcttt butt at a timber shop.

the fire
:I:mcnqﬁmuf the F:ll;t
cles of the Fire Brigade have
remained out of order for a long
time, reports BSS.

One arrested with
counterfeit notes
From Staff Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Nov 16: One Be-
Hmﬁ:ﬂrﬁeﬂwﬂ:llcmm
terfett taka currency notes
from the Asranol Bazar of
Sapahar thana yesterday Belal
went to a shop to change the
counierfeit notes. The shop-
mmminm
- the police who later arrested

m.

in t

PM's
'Ensure a world without hungry

people and thirsty land

Prime Ministe

r Sheikh Huasina addressing the World Food

Summit at the FAO headquarters in Rome yesterday.

— PID photo

ROME., Nov 16: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina toda
called for a grand alliance an
cooperative efforts of people's
organisations, NGOs. govern-
ment and international agen-
cies for ensuring a*world with-
out hungry people” and "thirsty
land.” reports agencies.

“The road to a world with-

out hungry people and thirsty
land is long and hard, but it ex-
ists,” Sheikh Hasina asserted

while addressing the World
Food Summit at FAO headquar-
lers here.

"Whether our cooperative
efforts in the coming years will
match the promise of a gentler
and kinder world that is more
caring and less private is not
for us to say.” she said.

The Prime Minister said, we
have before us two judges — our
children to whom we shall be-
queath either a pillaged earth
or a habitable world. and the
hungry millions whom we are
pledged to serve and have, so
often. so short.

While giving a painful pic-

all at Food Summit in Rome

ture of the present day world the
Prime Minister said, "Never has
the sheer number of men,
women and children suffering
from hunger been so high.
"Never have so many ple up-
rooted by natural disasters and
human cruelty alike, crowded
along roads, and struggled their
way on to make-shift hovels or
pitifully flimsy vessels.”

She further added that never
have so many people drifted in
ever greater number into
marginal areas or overcrowded
slums. "Never have the muted
cries of the hung been made
more desolate b rﬁc lonely an-
guish of exhausted :arth de-
nuded, forests and sterile fish-
ing grounds.” Sheikh Hasina
said before a receptive audience.

She stressed the need for
guick implementation of
commitments and proposed
concessions ol the Agriculture
Agreement for the developing
countries.

"It is equally vital that low-
income countries are supported

See Page 12 Col 3

IMF mission starts
review of economy

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF), which is expected to
rovide a 600-million US dol-
ar loan to Bangladesh, began
Itq review of the country's econ-
omy as a step to open up negoti-
alions on a credit programme.

A six-member mission, led
by IMF Advisor for the South-
east Asia and Pacific Depart-
ment Margaret R I{::Hf' has
already started consultation
with the officials of the
Ministry of Finance to take
stock ol the national economy.

A finance ministry source
told UNB yesterday that the
IMF's Economic Review Mi-
ssion will continue discussions
with the officials of the
ministry till November 26 be-
fore their departure from the
country.

The mission would submit a
report to the government some-
time next month identifying
the areas where the economy
needs further reforms and set-
ting conditionalities for the

loan under the Enhanced
Structural Adjustment Facility
(ESAF).

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria. during his recent visit to
Washinglon DC to attend the
Board of Governors meeting of
the World Bank-IMF Group, ap-

Brnachcd the IMF Managing
irector. Michel Camdessus,
for the loan.

Although the IMF provides
credit to support a country's
balance of payment situation,
the finance minister in a ses-
sion with the local press after
the Washington meeting, ruled
out that the country was faced
with an immediate crisis in its
external sector.

Officials of the finance min-
istry said the balance of pay-
ment situation of the country is
"still under control” as the ex-
ports are growing according to
the projection while imports
also marked steady growth.

But the country is not in a
comfortable position in the
foreign exchange reserve situa-
tion as it was some months
back because the export per-
formance was not good last
year, said an official of the fi-
nance ministry. preferring
anonymity.

He said the reserve, which
was once at its peak of 3.2 bil-
lion US dollars, is more or less
static for last 8/9 months at two
billion dollars which is equal
to import bills of 3.4 months.

Although the reserve posi-
tion improved last month from

See Page 12 Col 8

The National Executive
Committee of the BNP has de-
cided that the party would not
go for a massive agitation
against the government right
now but would prepare itsell for
this by consolidating its organ-
isational strength across the
country, meeting sources said.

decision was taken at a
meeting of the committee and

soiii pelected’ leaders held at a
citv I terday with party
Chuiel er of the D’ppﬂ‘li
tion in the Jativa Sangsad Be-
gum Zia in the chair.
The ¢ autherised the

National Standing Committee,
the highest decision-making

body of the party, to finalise
nioderat agitation pro-

5 & run op 1o a imas-

No agitation on streets

By Nazmul Ashraf

sive anti-government
ment, the sources said.

Begum Zia. in her winding
up s h. made it clear that her
party would not go for streel ag-
itations now but would con-
tinue the agitation in parlia-
ment, several party leaders
said.

"We'll not return to parlia-
ment until our 10-point de-
mand, submitted to the
Speaker, is accepted by the
Treasury Bench”. she was

quutnd as sa
|.|.r|zcc)lr| the party leaders
to Euna-ulidﬂtu party strength

throughout the country.

The BNP chief also assured
the delegates pf changes in thc
parly s execulive body and the

siandmy (ooimitiee sbdn.

move-

now: BNP

The executive body meeting
felt that going for a movement
now to topple the government
would fail to gain massive pub-
lic support and would rather
cause adverse reaction in public
mind, the sources said. It
stressed the need for revamping
the party down to grassrools
level and inform the people
more about the ruling party's
anti-déemocracy and anti-peo-
ple character.

The nearly 12-hour meeting
that also witnessed debates over
tough programmes against,
what the party said. state-spon-
sored terrorism.

Supporting the party law-

maker's abstention from the
turrent session ol parl, Hnent

- See Page 12CHI L °

BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia oddressing o mectuing of the party's National
Executive Committee at a city hotel yesterday

— Star photo

UNCTAD's efforts to help LDCs

Dhaka for support of dev partners

and Industries
ilu:ulltr Tu[a:l Ahmed has
on full support of

the I partners of
LDCs or iSallons Cor -
cerned o U AD in s eflorts

to assist the LDCs to integrate
into an international trading

Addressing the concluding
session of the three-day meet-
ing of Ministers of LDCs in
Geneva. he termed the )
2 useful” for the least devel-

countries (LDCs).

"It has us an
nity to share with the 1ilui’ernr:'l.::l
Tradr.- tion (WTO) vari-

ous ideas in the context of the
Singapore Meeting.” the minis-
ter told the WTO-sponsored

meeting which ended in the

!

|

PSI of N’ganj
thana suspended

for extortion

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Nov 16: A
Probationary Sub Inspector
ﬂ’ﬁﬂ of the Naray thana

sus on
t‘:hnrgea of extortion from a

ﬂ store’ shopkeeper, po-

The PSl,Shawkat Jahan, was
caught by traders of the 'Saiam
Plaza' on Thursday when he al-

went to collect Tk
10, from the Mita General
Store. He joined the thana |1

months back and his proba-
tionary period was supposed to

end this December police
aclded.
Local traders a that

See Page 12

Swiss city on Frniday

According to a message re
cetverd in Dhaka yesterday To
tarl said delegates [rom the
LDCs have also been able to
hold private sessions amongst
themselves and after detailed
discussions reached a consen-
sus on issues ol common inter-
est o the LDCs

Speaking as the coordinator
of the LDCs. he appreciated the
ﬂgznrt provided ery UNCTAD to
LDCs during the Uruguay
Round negotiations and in the
implementation phase to 1mn-
prove the capacity of these
countries to overcome Lthe chal-
lenges and also to take advan
Lage of the opportunities arising
from the Uruguay Round
Agreements.

Porno

" Pornographic films. in the
guise o nglish language
movies, are being shown in cin
ema halls in and around Joyde-
vpur town. about 45 km from
Dhaka.

During a week-long investi-
tion and visits to the cinema
alls there. it was found that
pornographic films were being
m‘:: almost all the halls
in the two-hour morming show
which usually begin at 10 am
During visits to five cinema
halls in and around Joydevpur
town, these correspondents
found such films being screened
freely. There was no restriction
for the teenagers who consti
tuted majority of the viewers

Also on Friday Tolael had a
meeling with Rubens Ricupero
Secretary General of UNCTAD
[Umted Nations Conference on
Trade and Development)

Tofael briefed Ricupero
about the policies and pro-
grammes, adopted by the pre-
sent government of Bangla
desh They also exchanged
views on trade and develo-
pment related issues of co
MIMOTN CONCEerTl.

The UNCTAD secretary gen-
eral commended the active

sitive and constructive role
{::.mg played by Bangladesh as
the coordinator of the LDC
Group.

BSS adds On conclusion of
the meeting. a 10-point decla-

Sex Page 12 Col |

Reluctant to give their names,

some of these teenage boys said
they were frequent visitors in

these halls.

Pornographic films titled
]nnutt.nt rl.” "Seven From
Hravm “Lady Doctor Ma

hyst, all haﬂng seal of a
prmral the Bangladesh Fi
Censor rd were screened in
three halls. one at the Joyde-
vpur crossing and two others at

Joydevpur town.

Deputy Commissioner ol
Garipur district Nazrul Islam.
when contacted yesterday said.
"We summon the owners and
managers of halls whenever we
receive complaints of publicly

India Festival
begins 1n city
tOomoIrrow

A 13-day "India Festival,
1996." will be held in various
cities of Bangladesh. -including
the capital Dhaka. from
November 18 to 30 as part of
the cultural exchange pro-
gramme between the two coun-
tries. BSS.

State Minister for Cultural
Affairs and Sports Obaidul
Quader told a press conference
at the Shilpakala Academ
esterday that the festival will

held in Dhaka. Chittagong,
Khulna. Rajshahi and Jessore.

Earlier, "Bangladesh
Festival of Art in India® was
held in Delhi. Calcutta and

other cities of India in 1994.

M lor . Posit and
N atbons
See Page 12 Col 4

Manzoor murder case

Hearing of Ershad’s

bail petition
shifted to Nov 21

By Staff Correspondent

Hearing of the bail [,rrtttu:-n
of Jativa Party chief H M Er
shad in the Manzoor murdrr
case was not held yesterday

Ershad s counsels said Spe-
cial Judge Abdul Majid. who is
hearing the bail petition went
on three days leave yesterday
Novemnber 21 has been fixed as
the next date. they said

Earlier, the date of hearing
wias shifted twice, on October 19
and November 2

Ershad so lar obtained bail
i 13 cases. A total of 18 cases
were flled against him after he
was jorced Lo resign on Decem-
ber 6. 1990 lollowing a mass
LIPS

He was acquitled in one case
Hie has beerrserving 13 years in
prison in two corruption cases

40) illegal immigrants
including
Bangladeshis
held in Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR. Nov 16 A
Nepalese illegal immigrant. Dol
Bahadur Saru Magar, 32
drowned in an irmngation canal
near Kuala Besut. 400 kilonw
lers (240 miles) northeast ol
here today, reports AP

Police Superintendent
Mokhtaruddin Idrus told the
National News Agency
Bermama in Besut that Magar
from Bhanasyang. Sanyoa
Nepal. "drowned while crossing
the canal o avoid police detec-
tion.

A drainage and irrigation

riment worker found the
semi-decomposed body snagged
among some fallen tree
branches in the canal, he said.

In an operation today police
arrested 40 illegal Burmese,
Nepalese and Bangladeshi im-
migranh They will either be

rhargu:l in court or deported,

films in Joydevpur movie

By Mizan Ali and Rafiq Hasan

showing pornographic movies.”
"One such uncensored film
was recovered while bein
screened at Chandana ha
about six months back.” the DC
said The film was handed over
to the Censor Board lor neces-

Some local people, while
talking to the cor
al that these cinema h-lh

were involved in screening such
films for quite sometime. Ac-
cording to them all those movie
houses screen such movies eil-
ther in ‘cut piece’ or in 'full
length' in their mornming shows,

Sometimes a pornographic
lilm is “one ticket r

Remarks about Bangabandhu

Mannan demands action
against persons responsible

By Staff Correspondent

Acting president of the rul-
ing Awami League Abdul Man-
nan. MP. has said lawful ac-
tions have to be taken against
those who passed "audacious’
remarks about the Father of the
Nation.

“Leader ol the position in
parliament and other leaders
must have to answer to the na-
tion for their statements devoid
of common sense. The nation
expects a responsible Opposi-
tion. An Opposition devoid of
comumon sense can only created

chags and push the couniry to-
wards anarchy.” said-Mannan.

He was addressing as chief
guest a special extended meeting
of the city unit of AL held at its
central office at the Banga-
handhu Avenue.

With City AL senior vice-
president Reazuddin Ahmed in
the chair, the meeting was ad-
dressed by amon¥ others AL
central leaders Siddiqur Raul
Khan and Mukul Bose and city
AL general secretary Mofazzal
Hussain Chowdhury Maya. said
a press release.

Party insiders tnld this cor-

respondgnt ihat
- ""."‘ "l!‘gﬂ"”?

p—

"1.5cr people threatened
by arsenic pollution’

One and a hall crore people
in the country are threatened Iw
arsenic pollution and about
700 arsenic-allected patients
have been identified so lar
this was told at a training
course on "Arsenic pollution
related health problems” ves-
terday. reports BSS

Inaugurating the course at
the auditorium of the National
Institute of Preventive and So
cial Medicine (NIPSOM) in the
city. Health and Family Welfare
Minister Salahuddin Yusuf said
the government had identified
arsenic  pollution as a national
problem and was determined to
solve it

He emphasised the need lor
joint action by other concerned

ministries along with the
health ministry and said an
extensive programme had been
undertaken at field level in the

Allected distnicts

lonntly organised
i N

by NIP-
and Disaster Forum. an

NGO. the inaugural ses-ion of
the lour-day training course
was also addressed by Heallh
Secretary Muhammad Ali. [h

rector of NIPSOM Prol. Falauz-
aman Khan, Prof of Occupa-
tional and Environmental
Health Division of NIPSOM
F'rol. Abdul Wadud Khan and
convener of Disaster Forum
Gawher Naveem Wahra.

Director General ol Health
Services Prof A K Shamsuddin
Siddikey presided.

The health minister said the
government of Japan had
agreed to finance an extensive
programme in this regard,

Referring to the future pro
grammes f[or identilying the
patients, providing them cura
tive and preventive health care
and distribution ol special fil-
ter lor removing  arsenic, the
ninister emphasised the need
lor involvement of NGOS in
these programines

Benazir's close aide,_

several oﬂ"iclals held

ISLAMABAD Nov 16
former close aide to sa kﬁl
Fremier Benazir Bhutto and
several other key officials have
been detained in an anti-cor-
ruption drive rcf)oru and offi-
cial sources said today. report
agencies

Those picked up by enforce-
ment agencies include Ahmad
Sadiq. who was principal secre-
tary to Bhutto until her dis.
missal by President Farooq
Ahmed Leghari on November 5.
the Nation daily r ed.

The others identified by the
newspaper are Rifat Askari
former chairman of state-
owned Oil and Gas Development
Corporation, and Azhar Suhail
former head of the official
Associated Press of Pakistan

| news agency

movies.” The aphic film
is shown about haliway into the
show

Owner of a cinema hall at
Joydevpur Square said, "En-
glish films are screened because
those are in great demand. "Be-

sides. these are avallable at a
chea price. he added.

i who insert cut
in English films earn a lot of
Mo " Showing of a Bangla
film for a week costs Tk 70
thousand o 2 lakh while an
English tilm costs only Tk 5
thousand to 20 thousand he
said

"The administration is re
luctant to stop this public nui
sance .’ alleged Abu Nasar Mo-

Another top olhiceal Maedia
minad Hﬂkhhfl Abbast. presi
dent of the countrvs largest
plate-owned bank the National
Hank of Pakistan. had been
detained in Karachi.

Official sources said the men
had been taken into custody in
connection with investigations
into alleged abuses of authority
and misappropriation of state
funds.

Meanwhile. the Chief
Minister of Punjab stepped
down today just two weeks after
he was reinstated by the Lahore
High Court.

Manzoor Wattoo told a news
conference in Lahore that he
had sent his resignation to the
provincial governor.

‘1 do not want to be an ob
st le in the election process

houses

hammad Rased a local busi
Nessmarn

Some local people including
school teachers and student

leaders also echoed his senti
ment saying that the hall nwn-
ers were very influential’

ple and uulntninrd‘m rnn
nections” with the imistra
Liew.

The Police Superintendent
of Gazipur. Prokrita Ranjan
Shaha, when contacted. ex

resscd his ignorance about 1t

hen the correspondents re
quested him to visit at least one
ol the halls along with them,
the SP said. "Do whatever you
can.

Bhasani's death

anniversary today

The 20th death anniversary
of Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhasani will be observed in the
country today in a befitting

Inanner, report cies.

Different political and so-
cio-cultural organisations will
]:m}r their resﬂecl to the late

ader, who championed the
cause of the downtrodden
throughout his long political
career.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed, in a me on this oc-
casion, recalled the sacrifices
macle by the late leader particu-

larly for the peasants and
workers and said he would al-

ways be respectfully remem-
bered by the people of this

COoun .
Prime Minister Sheikh

See Page 12 Col 7

Four dacoits
beaten to death,
villager killed
in Narsingdi

NARSINGDI. Nov 16: Four
dacoits were beaten to death. a
villager was killed and 12 oth-
ers were injured in a fierce
clash between villagers and a
gang of dacoits at Pakuria bazar
in Sadar thana on Friday night.
reports UNB.

Police and witnesses said the
dacoits numbering about 35
stormed the business centres
and a nearby house at about
1:30 am exploding cocktails
and crude bombs and looted
valuables.

On hw::ﬂ:’}f p the hl;;duld c
villagers
twnla%the"r'ﬂﬂ rushed o the
spot and caught six of the da-
coits red-handed. Four of them
were beaten to death by the
mob. The rest, however, de-
camped with the booty.

One of the villagers who re-
ceived bomb injuries died on
the spot. He was identified as
Jalal Uddin.

Police recovered the uniden-
tifiecd bodies this morning. Two
injured dacoits were also
handed over to police.

The hodies were sent to
Sadar Hospital for autopsy.

Seriously mjured Ashutosh

See Page 12Col 7
One stabbed to
death 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

One person was stabbed to
death and a young man was
found dead in separate inci-
dents in the city yesterday.

Mostafa, 35. manager of
'Sankatmochon. the Chamber
ol an astrologer at Malibagh

DIT Road, sustained fatal in-
iries when a group of about 15
people attacked the chamber at
around 7:30 pm. police and lo-
cal people said,

He was immediately taken to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) where doctors
declared him dead, hospital
sources said. adding another
vouth identified as Mamun. 22,
son of 1the owner of the cham-
ber Dewan Golam Sarwar.
L.ilon Shah. was injured in the
Al k

Accordmg Lo the local peo-
ple  the artackers, mostly local

yor g e demanded toll from
See Page 12 col 5

Condition of five
tigers at Zoo

improving
By Staff Correspondent

The condition of the [ive
sick Royal Bengal Tigers at the
Dhaka Zoo is now improving
as they have started eating. Zoo
officials said vesterday.

All the five tigers, includin
the three cubs. have start
rating and are now doing well.”
said the Curator of the . Md
Afsar Ali. The cubs were, how-
ever. still placed in quarantine.

Four tigers. including one of
the four cubs at the Zoo. died
under mysterious circum-
stances during a five-day pe-
riod last week. Quot the au-
topsy report of the c Afsar
Ali said that the cub had died
ol over-eating.

"They found a lot of undi-
gested meat stuffed inside the
stomach of the cub.”" said Afsar
adding that after the mother
died last Saturday. the cub had
to shift to solid food which it
was not used to as it had been
hwreast-fed earlier. "It was also
healthier and heavier than
other cubs. so it over ate.” he
said.

Afsar further added that it
was still a mystery to him as to
how the other healthy felines
rilrd He informed that five to

per cent mortality maﬂy

mnif the Zoo animals
~ globally acceptable.

iy



