Dhaka-Cairo Jt
Commission meet
early next year

The [flirst mﬂ-lm% of
Bangladesh-Egvpt Joint Com-
mission will be held in Dhaka
cnrg' next year. reports UNB.

tiann Foreign Minister
Amre Moussa is expected o lead
his country s delegation to the
meeting.

An agrecment to this etlect
was 1eached at a inecting be
tween State Minister for For
eign  Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury and Egyplian Min
ister tor Econumy and Cooper
ation Dr Nawal El Tatawli in
Cairo on Wednesday. according

loa receivend in the city
Thursday
" Chowdhury who is attend

ing the Third Middle East and
North African conference
(MENA-[1]} in Cairo, discussed
with the Egyptian Minister bi-
lateral inatters, particularly i
the field of trade and economic
cooperation. He is leading a
four- member delegation to the
meeting.

They also discussed possible
cooperation between the two
countries in textile and gar
ments sectors.

During the meeting, Tatawi
showed keen interest 1n
Bangladesh's development ef-
forts Including privatisation
process, economic liberalisa
tion and restructuring pro-

me.

Chowdhury also exchanged
views with Egyptian State Min
ister Dr Yousef Boutros Ghali
onn investment drives, micro
and macro economnmic policy be-
ing pursued by the two coun
iries.

8-day Ctg tair
begins today

CHITTAGONG. Nov 15 An
eight-day "Chittagong National
Trade Fair '96" begins at Chit.
tagong Stadium tomorrow,
feports UNB,

Shipping Minister ASM Ab
dur Rab will inaugurate the fair
orginnsed by Chittagong Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(CCCIl) in collaboration with
German Confederation ol
Small Business and Skilled
Crafts.

City Mayor Alhaj ABM Mo-
hiuddin Chowdhury will attend
the inaugural function as spe-
cial guest.

Some 140 local and multina
tional companies will put up
stalls of handicraft. grease and
allied 7 prpducts, . egnsumer
iterns, garments. leather goods.
electronics. aluminuin, cosmet-
fics. jute products. carpet. steel
fumiture and mobile phone.

Handloom industries of
Dhaka. Rajshahi. Comnilla,
Kushtia and Chittagong Hill
Tracts will also take part in the
fair.

CCCI President Sarwar Ja-
mal MP told a press conference
yesterday that the fair was be-
ing organised every year since
1993 for expansion of small
and cottage industries through
pr?tr use of local resources
and speeding up industrialisa-
tion in private sector.

He said the Chittagunﬁ
Chamber. identitving 56 growt
sectors, had organised six
workshops and national serni-
nars since 1990 with the partic-
ipation of some 2.500 en-
trepreneurs including 300 fe-
males. It also submitted study
reports and recommendations
to the governmeni.
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[he Asian Development
Bank has indicated that 1
wollld lend 275 mulhon LS dol-
lars uext year to Bangladesh
brut asked the country to care
tuliv. priontise the projects in
the context of hrmted avallable
resources. reports L'NB

ADB s Country Programme
Conlirmation Mission. which
visited the country last month,
also requested the government
o mnake adequalte allocation 1o
o tal sectors atid poverty alle

vidtion imtiatives. officials
said

While infrastructure propects
will remain an important

component ol the Bank's pro-
gramme, the mission said it
will be essential to mobilise co

financing for these pm[]t'f:ls as
well as proactively explore pri

vate sector involvement in in-
frastructure financing.

The ADB, one of the major
donors to Bangladesh, has
promised continued assistance
to the country. but cautioned

that replenishment of the
Asian evelopment Fund
(ADF), the soft-loan window,

was lacing uncertainty,

In view of the ADF resources
avatlability. it noted that care
hil prioritising ol the pro
gramnes is necessary and sug
gested the government to ar
range co-financing in the ADB-
assisted projects.

The donor agency will make
new lending in tive projects in
inlrastructure and social sec
tors The areas are: rural liveli-

hood. participatory livestock,
primary education. Jamuna
Bridge railway link and urban
poverty reduction.

ADBs total lendin to
Bangladesh amounte to
4509 20 million US dollars up
to Decemnber 1995 for 117 loans
and total gramnt in the form of
technical assistance totalled
105 47 mitlhion dollars for 209
projects

Al present 37 investment
and 49 technical assistance
projects are being implemented
in vanous sectors with ADB as-
sistance In recent years. the
disbursement ratio of ADB
loans to Bangladesh has been
about 22 which 1s above the
Bank-wide average ratio of 18
lor the ADF loans.

The Mission indicated that
given the limited availability of
ADF resources. the mobilisa-
1on of co-linancing will be crit-
ical for the umely delivery of
the 1997 lending programmes.
particularly lor larger infras-
tructure such as the Jamuna
Bridge railway link projects.

It also said there is substan-
tial scope for increasing private
sector s role in infrastructure
financing as well as Improving
the environment for efficient
public-private partnership for
infrastructural development,

The ADB. which had been
dassistung intrastructural devel-
nI.unrm in Bangladesh, is now
also eager to help in social sec-
lors and poverty alleviation

initiatives.

The ADB has offered a 30
million dollars loan for the
Participatory Livestock pro-
gramme which aims at increas-
ing income opportunities for
the poor through micro-credit
for poultry and small-scale cat-
tle raising. The livestock pro-
ject will principally deliv-
ered through NGOs.

It is also e ed to make a
loan of 60 milllon dollars for
the Rural Livelihood pro-
gramme that will provide mi-
cro-credit to the rural poor for
small non-farming Income
generating activities

The 1997 programme in the
agriculture sector Includes
technical assistance for institu-
tional arrangements for Kalni-
Kushiyara River Management
and a Crops Productivity Ac-
tion Plan

The government and the
Bank have noted with concern
that in spite of the increasing
use of high yielding crop vari-
cties. average crop yields In
Bangladesh remain low and
agriculture productivity has
stagnated

The ADB Mission has also
indicated a loan of 100 million
US dollars for the Second Pri
mary Education Sector Project
to assist the government for
implementing its Primary Edu
cation Development Pro
gramme lor 1997-2001 by sup
porting the improvement ol
quality ol primary education
and more equilable access for

BIWTA earns
Tk 7 cr
In '95-'96

Hangladesh Inland. Water
Transport Authority (BIWTA)
earned a revenue amounting to
Taka seven crore during the
1995 96 fiscal. reports UNB.

During the period. about 97
lakh people travelled and 25
lakh tons of goods were handled
through Sadarghat Launch
Terminal.

This was disclosed when
Shipping Minster ASM Abdur
Rab was visiting the terminal
vesterday .

Earlier. addressing a func-
tion organised by Sadarghat
Terminal unit of BIWTA em-
ployees’ union. the Minster said
some 100 pautoons would in-
stalled throughout the country
soott. "We have also a plan to
procure two more ferries,” he
said.

Rab said measures would be
taken to introduce pension and
housing facilities for BIWTA
employees.

Among others, Haji Mo-
hammad Selim MP., BIWTA
Chairman Azizul Haque, Presi-
dent of BIWTA Employees'
Uinion Mohammad Nurul Alam
Miah and President of
Sadarghat unit of BIWTA Em-
ployees” Union Mohammad
Shah Alain Khan were present.
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1. Tender Notice No
2. Name of work

3. Estimated cost
4. Earnest money

| the

o =R

5, Time
completion
work
Eligibility
contraclors
Otfices  where ;
tender & schedule
will be avalable

for-
(1

1)

__,__._
£ ¥

2908

Ofticers & offices ;

where tender&
schedule will be
recelved

W

Last date & time :
of receiving
scaled tenders
Date & time of :
opening sealed
tenders

Head of expendi- :
ture

10.

11.

DFP-25272-6/11
[-1524

| R&H Notice Inviting Tender

| . 94/EE/1996-97
Supply of spare parts for repairing
Tovota car model-E. E-90 UN-63-4944
of (R&H) Plunning & Programming
Circle. Dhaka
Diviston, Dhaka.

Amount as per schedule.

2% (two per cent ) of estimated cost Lo
be submitted through BD/TC/Sancha
| Patra /CD from any scheduled bank o
| behulf of Bangladesh Bank in favour off|
Execulive
Workshop Division,
security money should be
betore work order.

20) {twenty) days from
issutng . work order.

R&H, Directorate enhisted ‘A’ to 'E’ clas
contractors as per eligibility & rules. [
Cun be bought at Tk 510/- per set (non4
refundable) with Bangladesh Form No

Tejgaon, Dhaka/Executive Engineer
R&H, Workshop Division, Mymensing
during office hours up to the day before
the tender receiving day. |
Superintending Engineer,
Workshop Circle, Tejgaon, Dhaka
Executive
Division, Tejgaon, Dhaka/Executive
Engineer, R&H,
Mymansingh.

24/11/96 upto 12:00 Noon.

26/11/96 at 12;:30 PM.

2 - Repair.

Executive Engineer-R&H, (Mechanical
Works

under R&H. Workshop

Engineer, R&H
Dhaka. 10%
submitte

the date of

from Waorkshop Division

R&H

Engineer, R&H, Workshop}

Workshop Division

Md Humayun Rashid Kh.
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APEE meet

WASHINGTON. Nov 15 The
United States al an upcoming
Asia-Pacific summit will press
for firm commitments to tariff-
[ree trade in information tech-
nology (IT) in order to goad the
rt:s]tﬂnf the world thaking
similar steps, reports :

“Our artiﬂnﬂp?n APEC (the

Asia Pacific Economic Cﬂﬂ% i
<]

ation Forum) will signal to
rope and the rest of the world
that the Asia Pacific (region)
and APEC are moving forward
with world trade and invest-
ment liberalisation and that
others need to kce;_:: up or fall
ever further behind.,” said John
Woll, US APEC Coordinator.

Leaders from the 18 APEC
nations are to convene Novem-
ber 25 at Subic Bay, north of
the Philippines capital Manila.
a summit ﬁ)l‘tft‘dtd by a week of
ministerial talks.

For Washington, the issue
that will make or break the
gathering is information tech-
nology.

1e United States has pro-
posed the elimination by 2000
tariffs on trade in the sector,
which ranges from semiconduc-
tors to computer hardware and
software and acco to Wolf
is worth half a trillion dollars.

Unambiguous APEC backing

Che D
USI

' Dhaka likely to get $275m
ADB loan next year

girls and children from poor
households.

Another loan of 40 million
dollars for an Urban Primary
Health Care Project (UPHC). a
part of Bank's multi-pronged
interventions for urban powverty
reduction, has also been offered
to improve the health status of
the urban poor

One of the loan offers from
the Bank is for an Urban
Poverty Reduction Project of 40
million US dollars aimed at
improving the social, economic
and physical conditions of

le living in the slums of
haka

The Bank included a loan of
90 million dollars for the .Ja
muna Bridge railway link pro-
ject in next programme. but in-
dicated that it would be made
under a “reform-investment”

linkage concept
The ultimate objective is

that Bangladesh Railway sho
uld become an autonomous.
commercially -oriented enter-
prise able to compete with other
modes of transport.

The Mission Indicated that
the standby loan of B0 million
dollars for the Capital Market

Sector Development and 40
million dollars for the Urban
Primary Healthcare would be
processed during 1997, but only
submitted to the Board f any of
the five loans slips. If not, the
standby loans would be ready

lor approval in early 1998 the
Mission said

in Manila Nov 25

for the proposal would set up
pressure on the rest of the world
— Europe in particular to follow
suit, notably at a ministerial
meeting of the World Trade Or-
ganisation (WTOJ in Singapore
in early Dﬂcfn:l?ﬂ e g

"We certai II? that by
the end of the E\.I’E ) leaders
ma:xlg there will be firrn sup-

i for the conchusion of an in-
H:?rmauun technology agree-
ment and a challenge to others
to be ready to conclude an
agreement in Singapore.” Woll
said.

But the US delegation may
have trouble %ﬂti its way in
Manila. notably as Washington
is locked in trade disputes with
Japan and China. two of the
most influential APEC
eConomies.

There are lingering conlflicts
with Japan over access to the
Japanese market for US
providers of insurance, photo-
graphic equipment and air ser-
vices.

China has meanwhile
threatened to suspend the im-
ports of certain US products
next month to protest a US
move cutting back on Chinese
textile exports.

The Chinese are also irked
by Washington's refusal to back
their admission to the WTO.

US to press for tariff-free
trade in information tech

The United States is insisting
that China first take steps to
open its markets further to for-
eign s and services.

AFPEC foreign ministers
nonetheless plan to endorse
China's WTO entry at their

niee November 23 w
sumut host. .
dent Fidel Ra has pub
challed for'séch backing to be in-
cluded in the final declaration
al Subic Bay.

The United States in addi-
tion opposes the near-term ex-
pansion of APEC when a three-
year membership moratorium
expires at this month's summit.

No fewer than 11 countries —
notably Russia. India and Pak-
istan want to be part of APEC.
But Wolf said delegates to
Manila would likely locus on
drafting membership criteria
rather than on the candidacies
of individual applicants.

"Until you have criteria it's
hard to have a structured dis-
cussion about the countries
themselves.”

In another initiative, ac-
cording to Wolf, the United
States will use the Manila meet-
ings to promote complete de-
regulation in air traffic under
bilateral agreements known as
“open skies.”

The 15th annual general meeting of Saiham Textile Mills was held at the BCIC audi-
torium on Thursday.

WASHINGTON, Nov 15; Sub-
stantially higher grain prices
and declining global grain re-
serves are the first signs of a
looming food crisis that threat-
ens social stability and even the
survival of many people in the
next century, according to a re-
port released here Saturday,
says [PS.

GverﬂshtnF, declining fresh
water supplies. population
growth, and rising demand for
grain as animal feed in the
rapidly developing countries of
east Asia are among the factors
that are putting unprecedented
strains on global food produec-
tion, according to Lester Brown,
President of the Washington-
based Worldwatch Institute and
the report’s author,

"Food scarcity is emerging as
defining issue of a era,

much as ideological conflict
was the defining issue in the era
that recently ended,” Brown
says in the 159-page report,
"Tough choices: Facingp‘:hc
challenge of food scarcity."

The k — a synthesis of a
series of studies published by
Worldwatch over the last two
years — is being submitted to
the UN World Food Summit in
Rome in mid-November.

Long criticised as a latter-
day follower of Thomas
Malthus, the 19th-century
economist who predicted that
human population growth
would outstrip agricultural
production, Brown says his
warnings are now attractin
more attention from globa
leaders, media, and institu-
tions.
The

major international

In next century

ngencies which monitor world

food production such as the
World Bank and the UN Food
and culture Organisation,

argue that food supplies will
continue to exceed demand over
the next 25 years.

They say this year's histori-
::allr high grain prices and the
decline of global grain reserves
from 77 days of consu n to
only 48 days — the lowest level
In Ibycm—mﬂtutta Lem-
porary situation that would not
alter more favourable trends.

"We don't see the current cri-
sis as a trend." says Peter
Hazell, head of the environ-
ment and production technol-
oq division of the bank-funded
International Food Policy Re-
search Institute here.

Hazell says Brown underes-
timates the degree to which
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November 16 to 18.

Local Government. Rural

Development and Cooper

the city yesterday that the pre

sent government was deter

mined to strengthen the loun
dation of science and technol
ogy to bulld a modern
Bangladesh. reports BSS

computer show of Banglades
Computer Samity (BCS) at
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel, the

world computer technology is
part of industrial, commercial,
economic, education, state and
social life

He said there was no alterna-
live to compuler (o increase ef-
liciency ol administration,
check corruption and to main-

cannot deny the need for this
technology in today's state sys-
tem, he said.

Referring to the use of com-
puter in the local government
engineering department of the
Ministry of Local Government,

141
ol

d,
fnputer there.

Rupali Bank
raises interest

Rupali Bank has nucreased
lhe interest rates for various
deposit accounts with efiect
from November 1, 1996 in order
to generate savings habit of the
prospective depositors, says a
press re

The interest rate for savings
account has been increased to
7.50 from 6.75 per cent.

The interest rates for fixed
deposiis for the period of three
months and above but less than
six months have been increased
to 8.00 from 7.50 cent for six
months and above but less than
one year to 8.25 from 7.75
cent for one year and above Iéi‘:—.lrt
less than two years to 8.75 from
8.25 per cent for two year and
above hut less than three years
to .00 Irom 8.75 per cent.

Satham Textile
declares 10pc
dividend

Saiham Textile Mills Ltd
has declared ten per cent divi-
dend at its 15th annual general

meeting held on Thursday at
BCIC Auditorium, says a press

release.

The meeting was presided
our by the Chairman of the
company. Syed Md Qaisar.

The proposed dividend, the
audited accounts for the finan-
cial year '95-96 and Directors
Report was unanimously ap-
proved at the meeting.

During the period of 95-96
the company has earned a net
profit of Tk 2.20 crore and has
paid Tk 5.01 crore to BSRS
against long term loan. the re-
lease added.

The Managing Director of
the company SM Faisal in his
speech expressed high hope to
turn the company into a more

Global grain crisis threatens surviva
of many people

mistic forecasts for grain sup-
plies are based
extra

the past 36 years.

profitable organisation in fu-
ture.

price incentives and fertilize
use can boost production — es-
pecially in major grain-grow-
ing areas like Argentina and
Australia — technologically. he
says, ‘'most of the world's agri-
culture is still at a very low
level, There's a lot of flexibility
in this system."

The recent spike in grain
prices, he adds, resulted from a
coincidence of two factors an
unusual number of droughts
around the world and low leveis
of food stocks due to changes in
trade policies in exporting na-

tions.
Brown says the more opti-

primarily on
polations from trends of

v

atives
Minister Zillur Rahman said in

Inaugurating the three da{
)

minister said in the present day

tain economic discipline. One

the minister said efficiency of
the department has increased
! q': with the introduction

BCS Computer Show '96 18 going to be held at the Winter Garden of Hotel Sheraton from

. 5 &

— Star photo

BC'S computer shou
tnaugurated
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IMF may reactivate

stalled standby
loan to Pakistan

ISLAMABAD. Nov 15 The
International Monetary Fund
said yesterday that it expected
lo reactivate. and possibly ex-
and. a stalled standby loan to
akistan next month and to
start early discussions on a
longer -term structural adjust-
ment loan, Reuter

A statement! from the IMF's
resident mission in Islamabad
sald the IMF and Pakistan's
caretaker government had con-
firmed a draft agreement on re-
suming loan disbursements
that was originally reached
with the ousted government of
Benazir Bhuttlo.

The IMF statement said
Pakistani authorities have also
asked for more money under
the standby arrangement and
that the request would be con-
sidered. The original loan was
for 600 million US dollars.

An IMF team led by Paul

Igigbﬂﬂr. Directgr of its Middle

stern ent, conducdted
the discussion with Pakistani
officials.

“There were extremely suc-
cessful discussions.” Shahid
Javed Burki. adviser on finance
and economic affairs to care-
laker Prime Minister Meraj
Khalid. said in a news confer-
ence.

"With the conclusion of this
agreement we have really
turned the corner.,” said Burki.
who is on leave from the World
Bank.

The IMF had withheld two
80 million US dollars dis-
bursements of the standby loan
due in June and September be-
cause it was unhappy with the
Bhutto government's economic

rformance and the budget for

scal 1996/97 (July-June).

The IMF relented last month
after Bhutto unveiled a new
economic stabilisation pack-
age. But following Bhutto's

government the IMF had asked
lor assurances that her eco-
nomic package would be carried
out by any permanent future
government.

Burki said he expected the
IMF to make an extra up-front
payment on top of the overdue
160 milllon US dollar he gave
no figures.

Burki also said he would
toe Washington In early
December to start talks with the
IMF on a new. longer term,
Enhanced Structural
Adjustment F‘acllltg (ESAF)
agreement, which he hoped
could be reached before the end
of fiscal 1996/97.

"Structural reform measures
being implemented by the gov-
ernment will facilitate initia-
tion of discussions on an ESAF
arra%ment at an early date.”
the | statement said.

Pakistan needs funds now to
veplenish s depleted foreign

reserves and make payments

due next mah pn its loreign
debt. which stood at 286 billion
US dollars at the end ol June.
Burki said he and Chabrier
had briefed President Farooq
hari on the accord reached
with the caretaker government,
which has a 90-day mandate to
oversee elections on February 3.
: u?m :lackﬂil Bhutto's
government for misrule
and corruption unlﬁ'i‘;:mtﬁ 3,
told Chabrier he would take
"personal responsibility” to en-
sure that economic reforms be-
Eun now would be implemented
vy whatever government is
elected in February.

Burkd quoted Leghari as say-
ing that a lesson had been
learnt from the e ence of
the last caretaker government
led by Moeen Qu i. which set
Pakistan on an IMF- re-
form course in 1993. only to see

Eamest money

5. Name of offices

| where tender
documents will
be available

Tk 10,330/- to be submitted through
BD/TC/Pratirakka Sanchay Patra/s-
year Sanchay Patra or Bonus
Sanchay Patra in favour of the
undersigned.

Office of the u ecu
Engineer, R&H, Road Division,
Comilla/B'baria/Planning & Desi
Division Comilla/Planning Division

(Road & Bridge), Dhaka and offices
of all Sub-Divisional Engineers
under this Division.

6. Name of offices . Office of the Additional Chiet
to receive tender Engineer, R&H, Commilla Zone,
documents Comilla/Superintending Engineer,

R&H, Road Circle, Comilla/
Superintending Engineer, R&H,
Monitoring & Evaluation Circle,
Dhaka and the office of the
undersigned

7. Allotted time 30 (thirty) days from the date of

iIssuing work order. |

8 Last date of 25.11.96/11.8.1403 BS dunng office
selling tender hours.

9 Date & time of 26.11.96/12.8 1403 BS up 1o 12.30 PM.
receiving tender

10. Date & time of . 281196/1481403BSat 1100 AM.
opening tender : oo

11. Eligibility of R&H Directorate enlisted 'A' to 'E
contractors general class contractors.

DFP-25265-6/11 Executive Engineer, R&H,

G-1529 10ad Division, Lhange

dismissal on November 5 and the Bhutto government deviate
replacement by the interim from it.
i
R —_—
overnment of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer, R&H
' Chandpur Road Division
Chandpur
| R&H Notice Inviting Tender
1. TenderNotice No . 19EE/CRD/1996-97.
| 2 Name of work - Tender invitation for the work of
| repairing in pre-mixed carpeting
method with sealcoat at 4th (Part),
5th (Part) and 6th (Part) km of
Doabhanga-Suchipara-Dalta Road
under Chandpur Road Division for
l 1996-97 financial year. (Head of
- expenditure: 266-Development).
! 3 Estimated cost Tk 5.16,492/-
4

xecutive
& Design

|



