- @he Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late 8. M. Al

. -
BNP's Preconditions

First the 10-point condition, and now the three-
point precondition by the BNP to return to the par-
liament. basically, makes a mockery of the whole
purpose and function of the parliamentary pro-
cess. What we have here is a practice of holding the
parliament hostage to a number game. *The fact
that BNP has 113 MPs gives it the necessary clout
to do what it is doing. There can absolutely be no
justification for what the BNP is doing to the sev-
enth Parliament except the fact that the present
ruling party, the AL. did the same to the fifth par-
liament. So, are we in a tit-for-tat game? Is that the
real reason behind all the high pitched rhetoric?
What the BNP condemned the AL of doing when it
was running the country. is exactly what the BNP
is now guilty of. The difference is that the BNP ap-
pears to have started much earlier than the AL did,
thereby making its motive far more suspect.

Yet, we have to try our best to make the parlia-
ment function and go forward as best as we can.
With that end in view, let us examine the BNP's
three preconditions and see if we can go forward
from there. The first precondition deals with the
release of all BNP activists. Here the issue, we
think, is quite simple. Let the BNP supply the gov-
ernment, and the press, a full list of the so-called
activists who are held by the AL government. This
will bring out in the open, the whole question of
opposition harassment. Mr Suranjit Sengupta has
claimed that most of those detained had warrants
of arrest against them from the time of the previ-
ous government. If true, this is a strong argument
to disprove the BNP's claim. This list should also
immediately be made public.

BNP's second precondition is that the govern-
ment should start implementing the 10-point de-
mand. Among the issues raised in the 10 points,
the one to which we can immediately lend support
is the demand for full TV coverage of parliament's
proceedings. We think there is merit in the BNP's
position that the current coverage is tilted in
favour of the ruling party. Both for the sake of
fairness and greater public access to parliamen-
tary debates, full coverage instead of selected
footage is absolutely vital.

As for congenial atmosphere — the BNP's third
precondition — both sides will have to contribute
so that no one can singularly be blamed for the de-
teriorating quality of our parliamentary debate.

But the real thing is sincerity. The BNP appears
dangerously resolved to pay the AL back in its own
coin. If this behavioural pattern remains un-
changed, national interest is going to suffer, as it
always does when partisan interest becomes supe-
rior to the national one.

. Return of Farida

o Farida. 14, was lured to New Delhi by women

ckers from her village in Barisal three years
ago. There she soon got caught and landed in Tihar
jail of the Indian capital. As a result of rare collab-

oration between the governments of the two coun-
tries, and between the human rights organisations

of Bangladesh and India. it was possible to arrange
for her return after three years.

We congratulate the Bangladesh Jatiya Mohila
Ainjibi Samity (BJMAS) for the role it has played
in making this happen, and also all organisations
and individuals who have helped Farida to regain
her freedom.

The task before us is now two-fold. First, to
make certain that Farida's ordeal is finally over.
Whatever needs to be done to rehabilitate her must
be done, including giving her skill training to en-
able her to pursue an independent career. She will
have to be protected from the social stigma for whi-
ch all must cooperate, including the mass media.

Secondly. we must learn from Farida's case and
do everything we can to get many other similar vic-
tims of women trafficking out from prisons in
Pakistan, India and probably the Middle East.
These unfortunate victims of our extreme poverty
are languishing in foreign prisons without any
help. This newspaper commits its support to the
work of BJMAS and other such bodies involved in
similar work. We suggest the formation of an inter
ministerial body, including representations from
the social welfare, home, foreign and law min-
istries, to work with the NGOs at home and abroad
and foreign governments for urgent actions on be-
half of those unfortunate children and women. We
urge priority action of the government in this re-

ard.
) Ahwumil Dicaths

How safe are the city footpaths from the swoop-
ing cold hands of death? Years back, the news edi-
tor of a leading Bengali daily was looking for a ve-
hicle to hire, standing on a particularly safe foot-
path near the Ramna Park area. And a big lorry
laden with soft-drink bottles came ploughing over
the pavement and ran him over. Between then and
now, vehicles have dashed into wayside houses but
pavement death has been rare. On Thursday, it
-came with accumulated fury. A truck ran full
throttle on to a footpath in Mirpur. And killed
three.

Traffic accident toll of life and property has
gone up steeply. We have written tons and tons
about these, recommending measures that can in-
hibit the frequency of both accident and death. The
nation has availed nothing of that. Do the Road
Transport Authority and police think on the lines
of press reporters who always say the accident oc-
curred because the driver lost control of his con-
traption? This is a patent inanity. How does one
know if the deaths were not deliberately designed
and executed without nabbing the drtver and get-
ting from him the truth?

Three lives. Now they are not. Someone must
take the blame. Who if not the driver and his vehi-
cle? Such things go on happening because we do not
put value on an individual's life and because traf-
fic deaths are not proceeded against with persis-

- tence and insight. All quarters concerned feel good
to take a fatalist's view of these. This must go be-
fore we can rid our cities of such absurd deaths.
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T HE share market is now
the talk of the town. A
growing number of urban
population are involved in the
game bcing,f yed in the share
markel school going
{-hudrm advised me Lo engage
in buying shares
Thcy heard that their grandpa.
grandma, uncles and aunties
are all malun% hefty dividends
from the st market within
few weeks or so. Their mother,
a hardboiled housewife, went
one step further. She suggested
me Lo withdraw the long term
defence certificates and buy
some shares Lo be wealthy (and
also healthy!) over night. There
are many people who recently
picked up share business as
their principal source of
income. A large chunk of them
appear to be students and
retired persons. Thenrtth':nl:y_
it is the ‘I'\n ulative demand for
money that constitutes the
linchpin of such transfers of
savings. The hypothesis is that
people tend to convert their
short-term assets to stocks and
bonds when they perceive a
larger real yield subject to
minimum risks But as John
Maynard Keynes once re-
marked, “irrational optimism
and pessimism rule the stock
market”, the recent surge seems
only to suggest that our inno
cent share holders are running
last with irrational optimism
but also without percetving the
pains of pessimism., whaltso
ever.
The boom and the bust in
share market is a good sign. It

' f P..a'o."L"E the Muslitns
alone.” warmmed Moha
minad Al Jinnah, the

Muslim League president His
words were directed against
Jawsaharlal Nehru, president of
the Congress Party, which had
members of all communities,
including Jinnah at one time.
Nehru's sarcastic reply was:
"What does the Muslim League
stand for? Does it stand for in-
dependence of India?”

And Nehru himself went on
to answer the question. "It re
resents a p of Muslims, no
doubt highly estimable persons,
for functioning in the higher
sections of upper middle-
classes and having no connec-
tion with the Muslim masses
and few even within lower
middle-classes.” His last sen-
tence was acerbetic: "May | sug-
gest to Mr Jinnah that 1 come
into greater touch with the
Muslim masses than most
members of the League.’

Jinnah neither forgot the
words nor forgave Nehru for
having uttered them. Instead.
he dung in to muster support of
the Muslims so that the League
woculd have them all. He ap-
ghuarhtd different provinees.

e exclusion of the League
from the Congress UP govern-
ment after the 1937 elections
had already reaped Jinnah a big
harvest. Influential leaders like
Khaliguzzaman. who still
worked for amity between
Congress and the League, were
now firmly on Jinnah's side.

It was Liaquat Ali Khan. who
later became Pakistan's first
prime minister. The biggest
catch was Raja of
Mohmudabad. a landlord who
earmed Rs 2 lakh a year at that
time. He was appointed the

's treasurer and in
office with the formation of
Pakistan.

It was at his house that
Jinnah found a black Persian
lamb cap, which he were and
which came to be known as
Jinnah cap. It was distinc-
tively different from the khadi
‘Gandhi cap’. Anything differ-
ent, any'thing that made him
convey a separate entity was to
Jinnah's liking.

Knowing that UP was al-
ready in his bag, he went to
Calcutta where the two state
Muslim Leagues were vying
with each other for supremacy.
He was able to get Dacca's
United Muslim League party in
his League and brought into its
ranks such leaders as M S
Suhrawardy and Khawaja
Nazimuddin. The first became
Pakistan's prime minister and
the other its governor gtm:ral
Fazlul Haq, the Bengal
and his Krishak Proja Pﬂrt
(peasants and lEnEt[l'll part !i
were a hard nut to crack.
first joined the League but Icfl il
to have a separate entity. When
he realised that he would lose
the government. he joined the
League. Jinnah could n-ut pu]j

Share Market: The Tragic Magic?

" There are some irrational elements in the whole share market game. To bring forth rationality, few more
stock exchanges need to be established in the country; number of members of DSE should be enhanced from

IﬁmdthMﬂmehﬂtﬂF&

goes to highlight the impor
tance of few important vari-
ables. First. the rise in the index
I’nrtilatll the premise that
lace firm faith on the

Iili{*a stability in the coun
try They perceive that the gov
ernment is unlikely to fall or
crack in the near future.
Throughout the world, the
share market index is closely
linked with the elections, res
tion of a government. ma

jor political upheaval etc. Sec
ond, the rise to the fact
that the stakers have taken
into confidence the perfor
mance of the industrial units of
the country. Never in the his-
tory of Bangladesh. people so
much flocked in to test the
profitability(!) of our industrial
enterprises. Third. the portfolio
adjustments tend to give the
notion that the savers of
Bangladesh grﬂv into maturity
over Lhe ars ey are gradu-
ally shifting [rﬂm hoarding.
real rnu!r investments and
gold purc hases and injecting
their bhucks in industrial ven-
tures Fourth, the move towards
a [ree market economy is on
and a retreat is ruled out alto-

gether

However, what concerns
maos! of us is the perplexing rate
of growth in the index of shares
Since the installation of the
new government in power four

Looking Back — into the Past

months back the demand for
shares and debentures in stock
markels reached astounding
heights. The All Share Price in-
dex ol DSE. reportedly. in-
creased [rom about 1194 in the
secord week of October 1996 to
about 3416 in the first week of
November. This Iimplies a
growth rate of 186 per cent over
the period. The market capital-
isation is reported to have
risen form Tk . 147 billion to

severs might not succeed in the
[ace of unprecedented hike in
share market. Land and non-
land fixed assets also might
lose their good days.

In a recent article in this
page Kabir U Ahmed cited a few
contributery factors to this
phenomenon. These are (a) ex-
pectatinn (b) reduction in capi-

taxes in the
c) demand for shares
ging behind the supply of

Beneath the Surface

by Abdul Bayes

Tk 242 hbillilon over the same
riocd  Needless to mention
I:::rr that the unprecedented
growth in prices  volume ﬂf
1r1nsactmn and market ca
talisation — all ha ed
spite SEC's imp-nqlnnn of ﬂr
cuit braker by one-tenth. De-
posits in organized financial
sectors is virtually threatened
by the onslaughts of deposits
and withdrawals and these in-
stitutions are now awaiting

heavy liquidity crisis in the
couning days e seeming rise
in the Iinterest rates as an-

nounced by some banks to lure

When Gandhi wrote !oJmnqh to enquire : mmmum.-mm;m ... the staunchest of nationalists

shares The a) factor has both
political and economic dimen-
sions. People in . as told
earlier. expect that the new
government has come to stay
for five years On the other
hand. it is expected that the
supply constraint that seem-
ingly pervades the market
might not evaporate overnight
so that growing pressures are
being injected into the share
market

It is being alle that there
are in existence lew fake trad
ings and manipulations that
tend to distort the market

These are lor e
and small

There is. . acule short-

ol [acilities in the market.
;F:-rc is lack of transparency in

the whole transaction process.

To stabilise the market, steps

be taken to
The

should

remove these
number of members of the DSE
comtinue (o remain at 195 de-

spite the fact that there is scope
to accommedate 250 members.
There is thus an element of

monopoly existing in the DSE.

The
Commission should
strengthened further t

revitalizing its structure. There

should be provisions for inde-
pendent auditing since the pre-
sent auditin
transparent.

itive role to play in this
S

by

organizations, While doing

this. the government should see
that the distribution of these

shares are proper implying that

there should not be any room
lor concentrations

The buyers of the shares
should remember that there are
always grave risks lying with
share market transactions

and the hope of both Hindus and Muslims?" he wrote back : "Nationalism is not the monopoly of any

out the same arrangement in
FPunjab. Sir 5Sikandar Hyat
Khan, prime minister of
Punjab, was too powerful and
too entrenched (o be taken
lightly. His Unionist Party,

ich had a majority in the
Punjab legislature as against
two members of the League, had
also Hindus and Sikhs as its
members. The League. articulat
ing the cause ol Muslims. could
nol admit a party with secular
outlook. But Jinnah could not
afford 1o lose Punjab. heart of
Fakistan, its core Bengal was
all right but its was oo distant.

Jinnah made a compromise,
For Sikandar Hyat Khan s Yes'
to his leadership. Jinnah gave
full autonomy to the Unionist
Party. The League could ac-
commodate within its party a
secular party. It was a
ma;gemtnt. But if Jinnah
wan the Unionist Party and,
above all, Sikandar Hyat Khan,
this was the price he had to pay.

Irked Congress, he was
willing to do so. | was a student
at that time. A few of my
Muslim friends described how
Jinnah sat glum and lonely
when the council of the Mushm
League passed the resolution for
Punjab's ‘autonomy’ with
‘thunderous cheers. Jinnah's

lan was to bring all Muslim

eaders on one platform to

rove to Congress, more so to

ehru. that the League or. for
that matter, he represented the
Muslims — and he alone. He
went about his business relent-
lessly and with an evangelist-
like zeal. Compromises did not
matter.

Once the best ambassador of
Hindu-Muslim unity Jinnah
was now an inveterate sepa-
ratist. He said in his presiden-
tial address to the Lucknow
meeting in 1937 that the
Congress governments “"were
pursuing a policy which is ex-
clusively Hindu" and that "the
Mussalmans cannot t any
]huslice or fair play at their

ands." He declared : "The pre-
sent leadership of Co $S, es-
ptciallﬁ during the last 10
years, has been responsible for
"alienating the Mussalmans of
India more and more, by pursu-
ing a policy which is exclu-
sively Hindu."

A year later, he appointed an
inquiry committee to report on
the emissions and commissions
of the Cnnﬁra §8 governments —
the Hindu Raj, as he used to say.
What came to be known as the
Pirpur rt (since the chair-
man of the probe committee
was Raja Sayed Mohammed
Mehdi of Pirpur) said that the
Congress failed "in spite of its

ﬂfl~rLHEatEd resﬂlutinn of
guaranteeing religious and

cultural liberty to the various
communities because its

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

aclions are not in conformity
with its words. "™ A Muslim
League commillee from Bihar

Sharee{ Report was more
acerbic and gave an account of
‘atrocities perpetrated by
Hindus at various places in
Bihar."

We doubt these reports were
exaggerated but they did reflect
the mood of the Hindus at that
time. After hundreds of s of
subjugation, first by Muslims
and then by the British. Hindus
did feel emancipated even
though they were ying only
limited lf-rule there
were instances to shew that
thauwmmc trend, “haa

I lhrmnnt iﬂe coming
lﬂnﬁc

Maulana .'.znd* a Congress
leader, in his book, India Wins
Freedom, criticises the Pirpur
Report. He says: "Stories of
alrocities circulated by the
Muslim League were pure inven-
tion but two things hap at
that time which left a bad im-
pression about the attitude of
the Provincial Congress com-
mittees. | have to admit with re-

ret that both the Bihar and

mbay. the Congress did not

some out fully successful in its
test of nationalism."”

The Maulana mentions how
Nariman, leader of Congress in
Bombay, was denied the state’s
Br:mltrshjp because he was a

arsi. The ition was given to
a Hindu, B G Khar. Similarly. in
Bihar, Dr Syed Mahmud should
have been the state's first
Congress chief minister. But he
was not appointed because he
was a Muslim. Sri Krishna
Sinha, a Hindu, was asked to
head the government.
"Rajondra Prasad played the
same role in Bihar as Sardar
Patol did in Bombay.” said the
Maulana.

Jinnah used the Pirpur and
Shareef reports to hi t the
djﬂ'crent:es between dus

and the Muslims and made it

ar as if the Congress gov-
ernments had been wreaking
vengeance on thc helpless
Muslim minority.” Then they
began submitting their resigna-
tions from October 28, 1939, to
protest st Britain's decla-
ration of war in India's name
without consulting them.
Jinnah used the opportunity to
celebrate it as a "Day of
Deliverance and Thanks
Giving."” To the surprise of the
Congress. many non-Muslims
including Hindus, joined in the

Sir, Most of the people have
developed a habit of readin
newspapers ‘everyday'. We fai
to understand why a vast ma-
ority of le are deprived of
heir thirst for newspapers for
days together on national holi-
da

1F:'lx?tl'lla modern age of
economy, science and technol-
uq;ec‘l:ntclt computer, fax and
p. mmunicatl:;nu system

no shortage of man- :

why do we cease wtﬂmnmf

n rs on national holi-
i
If the electricity, water sup-

iply railways, air and bus ser-

vices do not remain closed on
national holidays in our coun-
try, and radio and TV can con-
tinue to operate without any
disruption, then the news-
papers continue their
publication?

Cannot our news
ers, publishers,
nalists and media personalities
find out ways means to
bring out newspapers on na-
tional holidays and meet the
rp]equlremcnt of millions of peo-

e?

The issue of E‘ml of weekly
and closed holidays for news
medinm:nilnatiproblun at

turn juur-

all This can Cﬂb”'\" atl aimica-
r be sorted out and solved by
Il concerned through discus-

sions.
We s y feel and demand
that there should not be any
]lsapcr holiday in the fu-
turc f we, the read-
ers, may laum:h a count de
ca gn "No Newspaper Holi-
day” in the future. We would re-
quest our learned readers to
kindly enlighten all concerned
with their valuable opinions
and suggestions on the matter.

O H Kabir
Wari, Dhaka-1203

An appeal to
Khaleda Zia

. 8ir, Since the installation of
the Awami League government,
Khaleda Zia, the former
minister and the present

of the opposition has

been found absenting herself
from all important state func-
tions on lame excuses. She did-

n't attend the ceremony
of the seventh liament. She
took her oath an unusual
delay. She neither attended the

oath-taking function of the pre-
sent Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina nor that of the President
Justice Shahabuddin. The other
day she once again was found

absenting from the liament
on the occasion of first day ol
the second session of the Jatiya
Sangsad.

| do net think such be-

haviour will in ll'l}F come to
her ad s inter-

est. In l:lermcr a government
may be dragged down by the

people through free and fair
election even if its head might
be a top-most politiclan. Many
leaders of sterling qualities
have been defeated their ri-
vals of less importance. Indira
Gandhi was deleated by Morariji
Desai, Bush by Clinton and re-
cently Simon Peres of Israel
lost tn Benjamin.

A country is not the personal
property of any politician. Gov-
ernments come and go. Peoples
verdict must be accepted by the
dEfea;ted ﬁrﬂea gracefully.

be better for
!{halcda Zia to fulfill her na

tional obligations by partici-
pating in politics heart-

as the leader of the -
tion. She must not feel roiled at

the present situation to make
fuss over plecayune matters ig-

noring burnin
bytmmwunml !

bonanza for her.
K R Zakhmi

Khuina
|

demonstration.

this time Jinnah had al-
ready joined Iissue with
Mahatma Gandhi and Mahan,
and had ample evidence
that he wanted to plough a

single individual and in these days it is very difficult to define it."

parochial furrow When Gandhi

wrote 1o Jinnah to enquire

Are vou still the same Mr
Jinnah the staunchest of na-
tionalists and the hope of both
Hindus and Muslims?” he wrote
back . "Natiocnalism is not the
monopoly ol any single indi-
vidual and in these days it is

very difficult to define it.”
Agalin,

ferred on
Puahi e-Azam

xample. licensed
brokers who do not have offices
invesiors have to
buy shares [rom the streets.

Securities Exchange
be

system is not
sides. the gow-
errument has a definite and pos-

constraint can be eased
loading large number of
government shares in various

when Gandhi con-
Jinnah the title of
(the biggest
eader) the latter merely said
"What is in a prefix? After all. a

thr examining the respec-

tive balance sheets of the firms

whose share are aiming to

buy. And purchasers

gm by the
. This mean that

,
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in the co .
members of DS shnuld be en-

hanced from 195 and the gov-
ernment should off load its

shares to the general public. If
proper steps are not taken to
combat the distortions, the joy
loday may turn into tears to-
MorTow . .

rose called
smells

Nehru's letter of
saying that "the
is an important communal or
urp.n.tuuun ... but the other

organisations, even though
ger and

Jinnah said : “Your
language 'Iﬂ‘
same

spirit. as if the
sovereign power...
Co recognises the Muslim
League on a footing of

equality and is as such
to negotiate for a Hindu-
Muslim settlement, we shall
have to wait and
our inherent

:

Bangladeshis — a Forgetting, Forgiving Lot!

| have been an avid reader,
fond ol anything that ts printed
and make sense. [n short, you
can say that reading is my"pas-

me I have never -been
T e near wri . because
hat c#lls for style, ge,

command over language rea-
soning and many other hidden
qualities. [ cannot ever dare lo
match the prolific writers and
commentators like M/s. SAMS
Kibria, {(present Finance
Minister), Rezaul Karim,
Arshaduzzaman, Waliur
Rahman, Abdul Bayes, AZM
Haider, Zillur Rahman, Sadeq
Khan. Enayetullah Khan, Kabir
U Ahmed and many others.

Actually 1 should not have
tried to pen down some of my
comments on issues which have
either surfaced now or have
been events of the past. | am do-
ing il because as a citizen of this

try I feel that | should also

vmt tn feelings in order

tit ma}" P sSomeone or ap-
pear useful to sum:

Let me give you an unfor,
ful incident, which occurr
my life. | cannot recollect the
date, month or year. But the
whole event keeps on flashing
in my memory lane. | was on a
business-cum-pleasure flight to
E . The next seat was occu-
pied an European, who was
retu g home after. | believe,
completing his tour of duty in
Ban adesh The long flight;

was taking over and as

such we stuck slnwly to con-
verse with each other. The more
I talked to him. the more I got
convinced that he was an ex-
plorer. He knew almost every-
thing of our country, which in-
cluded history, gc:u%raph}r cul-
ture, nature, itics, etc.
During our cnnversatinn one of
his comments about us hit me
right on the head. As such. even
so much time has passed, | can-
not but remember it even today.
Let me quote exactly what he
said. "You Bangladeshis are a
forgiving and forgetting lot,
who do not gick up or learn
from histo ut are very kind
and amenable.” Then he went
on to describe two distinct
events to prove his point. First
even was the frequent visit of
cyclones in our country. First
one occurred in 1960 taking a
heavy toll of life. The then gov-
ernment ned and executed,
in close cooperation of many
donor countries, measures and
systems to develop
ing system. Thla was t KEH dis-
mminattd to lowest tiers of
coastal dwellers so that on re-
ceipt of information they
should react and leave for safer
areas. Yet the cyclone of 1970
got a heavier toll. Needless to

n April, 1991 death rose to
a figure of 1,46 000 (approx.).
Then he said that the political
party like Jamaat-e-Islami bas-
ing its politics on religion has
been once again allowed to do
politics (needless to say what
role they played duripg the lib-
eration war). Forgiving lot we
are!

| do not wish to occupy the
centre stage of your esteemed
newspaper for too long.
Ther , I intend to limit my
gnmmtl to a few events of to-

ay. yesterday or yesier yester-
day. me b:.in with the event
of Mrs Rashid's case (Col.
Rashid's wife). Whatever my
comments are based on news in

et-

Onlooker

been arrested for pumulni'er
legal arms. (I believe fron

possession th lound Col.
Rashid's licensed arms). She

has been taken on remand for
questioning. Then my question
is whether the licensed arm of
husband can be kept at home
during temporary absence of
the husband or need to be de-
3:{cd somewhere. What is the
gal position? Let the police
gwt- out the finer points, or else
many of our wives may also be
subjected to su{:h at:tmns

was IX
a point raised by (retd)
resulted

Hafiz lF‘F‘] IIP wh]:g
in a very | debate on the
floor of thc liament. The

int raised: "Two persons
r:ii:d for having taken active

part

now

st liberation war are
inisters”. The "two" are
certainly sweating, but what
about other mem of the
government party, who failed to
recognise them, even failed to
protest the induction of the two.
Surely in government party
majority of them are Freedom
Fighters. (Forgetful /forgiving
lot we arel)

When the civil servants were
introduced the main theme
must have been to have an effi-
cient lot, who will run adminis-
tration properly. Warlords
would come go but the
"Mandarins” in China were a
class by themselves. In

Bangladesh. we had inherited

the civil service from Pakistan,
who in turn inherited it from
the British. Objective was
same. But what we witness in
Bangladesh is overzealous civil
servants, who tend to go beyond
the call of duty. Mr Waliur
Rahman. in his recent article
"Politics and Pilgrimage”
printed in The Daily Star has
tried to belittle the ex-Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister.
] must admit that is the right at-
titude of a civil servant.
the present might help him to
et his job back. But how will he
able to negate the vision of
those who had seen him visit-
ing/frequenting the office and
residences of the then PM and
FM and spending hours and
marshalli support for his
own needs. The y Star edi-
tor should not be that fi
of the articles this gentleman
wrote against SAMS Kibria's
coinments trying to su the
then government's stand during
non-cooperation movement.
l tting and Forgiving lot we
aref] (Latest! in a news item |
saw that he has been rein-
stated!)

Now let me make a few
comments with reference to ar-
ticles published in the weeklx
"Holiday" dated 1 Nov, 1996
renowned journalist like Mr
Ataus Samad in his article
“"What is Or is Not Fit to print”
has elaborated how journalists
are commenti about other
members. He talked about own-
ers avoiding printing the truth.
All | can say "go hncihl'. ﬂt;
Janua 1975 and you wi
the .mrjr We have elected
this government. (Forgiving
and Forgetting lot we are!

The article titled "Forei ‘ng
Ministry's Woes™ by ‘I"l
Chowdhury, associate profes
sor, has really impressed me.
The systema tic synthesis leave
hardly any doubt about the au-

thenticity of the write-up. The
chronological details it in

"her commentary takes
the readers by surprise. Being
only com-

miles -

one such
ment !‘l that she
away — how is it possible for
her to have such Two
l;-ltlcllubu; — one lhldglt has
SOIMeone
Ministry or the other is thm
may be in the ministry
in cognito. my both con-
t:ntiumarcwr , then she is |
really a research scholar. Be it
so then she will also have good
knowledge of Indian F
Service. In India most of
Foreign Secretaries, before tak-
ing up a ts. have been
Egnupﬁl?immm the -
bouring countries like Sri
Lanka, adesh, etc. in last
stages. Mr Dubey, Mr M N Dixit,
Mr Srinivashan are few of
them. Then why is it in
Bangladesh Foreign Service
posting in Washington, London.,
Paris, etc. appears to be so im-
rtant? In order to keep the
AARC spirit alive. as com-
mented by the PM recently, it is
al] the more reason for us to

experienced senior ambas-

ors in and around

In Hangladcsh politics it is
always the practice to condemn
the previous regime. Therefore,
I strongly contest against any-
one who aasys that our PM is

. She has to do it to
keep her politics and aims on
course. She has every
ground to say that her
government' s has led to
all the bad t are hap-
pening in the country be it
economy, law and order or any
other issues. If | can recollect
every Home Minister at the |
time of over in
have assured us that he
ensure a better law and order
situation. The present incum-
bent only recently in the
Parliament has assured the
members in an emotionally |
choked voice that he would take
a neutral stance in matter of
who commits lawlessness.
Bravo! saying in the
Parliament at leasl assures me '
of his sincerity. Now the -
tion arises her he will be
able to do so being a member of

.In a ment,
the biggest probicms the Home
Ministry faml is from within.
Moreover, the law enforcing
agencies, who have since libera-
tion served different govern-
ments. on arrival of a new gov-
ernment, would try to prove
“that they are holier than
Pope". This results in the em-
barrassment of the
Government. (I would like to
warn the Hon' hll: Hmnt

35"3.1“ o wﬁ'"‘sm prove my

t! ful jot!)
rl'm! T‘h on’'ble Prime
Minister! at your lnterwnunnm.
postings of five customs offi-
cials have been 's :
fault was that t

sa
B

it was ‘I\"ehqnl;hhl:--
tion will not die down in the

gallery. instead ""Q:-::r&

pecting to see some
even against such ministers.

(Let it prove my contention
wrong at least once )

\ newspapers. She, | believe has
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