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NEWS BRIEFS

BNP executive body
meets tom orrow

A meeting ol the National
Executive Committiee of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) will be held at the party’s
central office at 10 am tomor-
row.

BNP Chairperson and leader
of the Opposition Begum
Khaleda Zia will preside over

the meeting, said a party press
release. reports UNB.

Int'l drama
» -
festival in Jan
A 10-day international
drama festival will be held at
the auditorium of Bangladesh
Shilpakala from January 1,
199 Renowned cultural
trm;pu from home and abroad
will tlkt part in the festival ti-
tled "Let's Make a Friendly
Relation through Festivily .
said a ffcil release yesterday.

Nattyangan will or-
ﬁg“ the lestival, reports

BOU convocation
next month

Bangladesh University
(BOU) will hold a convocation
for its BEd holders in
next month, said an official
announcement yesterday. The
siudents. who came out success
in the BEd examinations held
under BOU in June last year.
will be awarded certificates at
the function. reports UNB.

India to buy Sukhoi

fighters from Russia

NEW DELHI. Nov 14: The In-
dian cabinet has approved the
purchase of Sukhoi-30 war-
planes from Russia. officials
said Th . A cabinet meet-
ing Wednesday "authorised the
Defence Ministry to pursue
further negotiations.”™ said
spokesman Swaghat Ghosh.
Other officials said the Cabinet
cleared the last of the political
hurdies. but the details of the

purchase remained to be
worked out. reports AP.

Bus-truck collision
kills 46 in China

BELJNNG. Nov 14: Abus and a

truck plunged imto a river in
Sha after crashing into
each other, killing and injuring
4%, . an official newspaper
said Thursday. The Liberation

Dﬂy&bdnntgﬂcahrmhdﬂwn
on casualties in We

accident . city I-eacl-e:rs
ﬂﬂted the injured in mhal
nrganlned rescue .

said, reporis AF.

H

Three more cubs of Mirpur Zoo became sick.

Dialogue:

e
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3 pre-conditions

By Nazmul Ashraf and Reaz Ahmad

BNP has set three pre-condi-
tions — release of its leaders
and workers detained at differ-
ent jails of the country, starting
im entation of the party's
10-point demand and creating a

al atmosphere — for sit-
ting for the d]ﬂlng‘uc offered by

EP the mainr opposition

party in the Jatiya Sangsad. is
unlikely to return to the current
m: ol parliament expected
Rﬁumgucd on November

ongoing session is
nthnduied lo resume on :

9 -
Deputy Leader of the
Opposition and BNFP vice-

chairman A Q M Badruddoza
Choudhury communicated the
re-conditions to
arliamentary Affairs Adviser
to the Prime Minister Suranijit
Sengupta, MP, yesterday morn-
ing. top leaders of both the
ties told The Daily Star
night.
Suranjit

ast

telephoned B

Choudhury at around 10 am w0
enquire about the fate of the
ruling party's offer for a dia-
logue to resolve the crisis re-
sul from the BNFP's contin-
ued abstention from the House
since Monday last.

Reached b
Suranfit told T
from the Habiga r:ln:utt house
late last night. "They've set pre-
conditions when we've agreed to
an unconditional dialogue. Now
they should explain as to how to
create the atmosphere they
want. "’

Reacling (o the
of releasing the litical de-
tainees, the AL le said, "Let
them come up with a list of the
detainees belonging to the
BNP."

He. however, denied the exis-
tence of any political detainees
in the jails at the moment. He
claimed that majority of the
terrorists arrested since the AL
government came to power had
warrants of arrests againsl

telephone,
e Daily Star

—~dimed- his par

them issued during the BNP
regime.

The AL negotiator said that
he told B Choudhury, "We need
to sit across the table at least
for the sake of discussing your
demands and evolving ways to
implement those.”

He added that "the AL is pre-
pared to face any consequence il
the BNF continued to decline to
resolve the crisis, aggravating
the situation.”

When contacted last night.
BNP Secretary General Abci)
Mannan Bhuivan, MP., con
iys ik
tions miw?rd B C;muihlm'
However, Choudhury was riot
available for comment.

Mannan Bhuivan also said
that his party does not find il a
suitable atmosphere to join the
proposed dialogue unless the
government stopped repression
on the (}Elmniﬂnn political ac-
tivisis and Iree Lhose detained
al wvarious jails on

See Page 12 col 5
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Keynote speech at WTO meet in Geneva
Dhaka proposes zero tariff for
LDCs, removal of import quota

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tolael Ahmed has
reaffirmed Bangladeshs com
mitment to a falr equitable and
transparent world trade regime
and called lor an early imple
mentation ol the promises
made in various accords and
instruments of the Uruguay
Hmmd hgrtrﬂﬁu (URA).

mfu"ﬂmu a k!)"l"l(ilf

h at the meeting of minis-

lers irum the Least eloped
Countries (LDCs| at the World
Trade Orgamsation (WTO). He
was one of the three keynote
speakers of the three-day min-
isterial meeting of the LDC's

sponsared by the WTO at Geneva
yvesterday
The other two keynote

specakers were Alec Erwin
Minister for Trade and Industry
of South Africa. and Kari
Nerdheim-Larsen. Minister lor
Development Cooperation of
Norway according (o a message
received in Dhalka

in his speech on “Inierna-
tional Trade and Growth:
Chal for LDCs.” Tofael
Ahmed called for a proper

By Staff Correspondent

assessment of the gains and
losses arising out of the URA
He sald Bangladesh believes

that the g:upu-ul put forward
by the 8 during the mid
lerm review (o sel up a salely

net to meet the negative effects
ol these agreements merils
consideration

The minister observed thai
economic benefits will only
arise through a lairer, more
equitable and lransparent trade
regime. permitling lree flow ol
goods and services and labour
and technology in a new world
cutting across the ethnic, reli-
gious and cultural barriers.

He pleaded for exploring the
possibilities of enhancing
market access for LDCs He said
this could include zero tariffs
for exports from LDCs, removal
ol import quota. promotion of
their within the frame-
work regional trading ar-
rangements and special trading

s between the de-

m developed coun

Tﬁiﬁl Ahmed also pleaded
for simplification of the notifi-

cation procedure under URA to
enable the LDCs to fulfil their
ohligations. 1 would recom
mend supportive treatment to
LDCs in all future negotiations
conducted in terms of the URA
in order to ensure that the obli
gations arising I[rom these
agreements are consistent with
their level ol development as
well as economic and trading
condition,” he said

He said technical assistance
to LDCs should be in keep
with their needs. which wou
be in the form of consultancy
services and training facilities
for improving Lheir capacities
to fiudfil their obligations i ac-
cordance with Lthe URA

He added that the LDCs need
o Extdud and widen their ex-

s¢ and to diversily the

rxpuﬂ market

‘Special measures are re-
quired Lo alleviate the problems
of LDCs arising out of their
landlockedniess.” he said.

In this context, he said that
those were only a few su
tions. The ministers atten

See Page 12 Caol |
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By Staff Correspondent

One of the four cubs ol the
Royal Bengal Tiger that died on
Saturday under 'mysterious’
circumstances, expired at the
Dhaka Zoo on Wednesday while
the three other cubs and two
adult tigers are now ‘very sick'
and refusing food. Zoo officials
said yesterday

ith l.hedf:ath of the cub, the
total number of casualties rose
to four in five days. Sources at
the zoo feared that more deaths
may occur.

"Al around 12:30 pm yester-
day (Wednesday) | was told that
the cubs were shivering in their
cage, a little later one of them
died.” said the Zoo's Veterinary
Officer adding that the three
cubs had now been placed in
quarantine.

When asked about the sex of
the dead cub, the veterinary of-
ficer said that he was not aware
urfét. The cub was three months
old.

Three tigers suddenly died at
the Dhaka Zoo on Saturday and
on Monday last while the cub
died on Wednesday. The veteri-
nary officer and others in the
zoo suspected that the felines
died of poisoning.

Sources at the zoo said that
on the day before the incident,

See Page 12 Col 4
PM in Rome,
addresses
Food Summit
tomorrow

ROME. Nov 14: Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina arrived here

this morning to lead the
Bangladesh delegation at the
World Food Summit sponsored
by the UN's Food an ricul-
ture Organisation (FAO). re-
ports LUNB.

A Biman flight c g the
Prime Minister landed at the

Fiumicino airport in the [talian
capital at 9:20 am (local time)

Al the airport, Hasina was
received by a cabinet level rep-
resentative of the Italian gov-
ernment. FAO Assistant Direc-
tor General AZM Obaidullah
Khan and Bangladesh Ambas-
sadlor 1o Italv Khurshud Ahmed
Some Hangladesiu people hiving
in Rome were present

See Page 12 (ol B

Relatives meet

Farooq at
Dhaka jail

Close relatives of detained
Col (retd) Syed Farooqur Rah-
man were allowed for the first
time to meet him at the Dhaka
Central Jail yesterday. official
:||rdef:-:mﬂ*_u,.r sources said. reports
LN

Earlier. Mehnaz Rashid. the
eldest daughter of Col (retd)
Khandker Abdur Rashid. also
met her detained mother
Zobhaida Rashid at the jail, the
sources acded.

“Farooq did not look sick.
but he became thin.,” his mother
Mahmuda Rahman told UNB
after the jall visit yesterday al
&1 noon

Mahmuda Rahman was ac

See Page 12 Col 6

Trafficking: Girl
back home from
India after 3 yrs

By Staff Correspondent

Farida, a teenage girl who
was lured by women traflickers
from a village in Barisal and
taker: to lixlia three years ago
finally returned home yester
day

With the initiative of the
Government of Bangladesh and
ellorts made by a human right
orgamnisation. Farida landed at
the Zia International Airport
(ZIA) at | 1:00 am Thursday

Farida, 14. attended a press
conference organised by the
Bangladesh Jatiyva Mohila Ain
jibi Samity at its office in the
city yesterday

Advocate Salma Al of the
Samity addressed the y COR-
ference and it was also attended

See Page 12 Col 6
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Joint statement

Dhaka, Delhi for 'fair

& equitable’ share
of Ganges water

Bangladesh and India yes-
terday reiterated their inten-
tion of arriving at an agreement
on a 'fair and equltahl: sharing
ol the Ganges waters before the
onset of the next dry season, ac-
cording to a message received
from New Delhi, reports BSS.

A joint statement issued in
New Delhi at the end of Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad's visit
said that the two sides agreed
that a further meeting of the
joint committee of experts
would be held in the very near
future.

The foreign ministers of the
two countries noted that the
forthcoming meeting between
lhf: prime ministers of

adcuh and India in the UN

orld Food Summit now being

htld in Rome would be very

helpful in furthering the spirit

of Iriendship and cooperation
between the two countries.

On economic cooperation
between the two countries, it

was agreed that the Bangladesh-
India Joint Economic Com-
imission would meet as early as
possible.

The two sides discussed ways
and means for promoting Indo-
Bangladesh trade with particu-

lar reference to the question of
narrowing the trade ga(il

Reference was made to the
announcement given by the In-
dian External Affairs Minister
during his visit to Bangladesh
in September last that the In-
dian government would grant
14 categories of exports from
Bangladesh 50 per cent tariff
concessions across the board
and the waiver of all quantita-
tive restrictions in respect to
those items.

The statement said that the
Indian side reiterated its inten-
tion to complete all adminis-
trative formalities to make the
decision operational by Jan-
uary 1, 1997.

See Page 12 col 5

Air Force needs to be
modernised : President

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed has stressed
the need for modernising Air
Force towards protecting the
country's freedom and sove-
reignty, and keeping its image
high in the international
arena. reports UNB. |

Addressing the officials of
various ranks of the
Bangladesh Air Force at the Air
Force Headquarters yesterda
morning. the President sai
"We can not keep ourselves
awayv from the stream of con-
tinuous advancement of science
and technology of contempo-
rary world.”

President Shahabuddin.
who is also the Supreme Com
mander of Armed forces. ob-
served that the niembers of the
Air Force had shown hugh sense
of responsibility. duty and dis.
viphine i the past

You are to take a lead in
making it more effective and
competitive.” he added.

e President referred to the
grmnnl initiative of Father of
he Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman for
collecting Mig-21 Jet fighter
and helicopters from the then
Soviet Union and said that the
country's Air Force started

the for-
ron with

functioning followin
mation ol a squa
those planes.

Paying rich tributes to the
pride of the nation's Bir
Sreshtha Shaheed Flight Lt
Matiur Rahman and other
members of the Force, who laid
their lives for the Liberation of
the country. President Sha-
habuddin said the nation will
gratefully remember their con-
tribution for ever.

He stressed much on' hard

See Page 12 Col 1

AL shokrana day
today, rally in

city Sunday

By Staff Correspondent

Ruling Awami League wil)
cohserve ‘shokrana dibas [day of
gratitude) today across the
country on asalnpb the
Indemnity \Repeal) Bill by the
Parliament

This was decided at an emer-
gency meeting of the AL Central
Working Committee [ALCWC)

last night held at the party cen-
iral oftice at Bangabandhu

See Page 12 Col 2

Pak anti-corruption bill to

prosecute all but preSIdent

ISLAMABAD. Nov 14: Pak-
istan's caretaker cabinet ap-
proved today a draft bill aimed

al cracking down on corrupl:on
im high places. a senior gov-
ernment official said. reports
Reuter.

The pr law would al-
low the f al ombudsman to
start proceedings against
politicians. bureaucrats and

some members of the police and
Armed Forces — but not the
President — on corruption com-
plaints submitted by the public

“If a prima facie case is
found. the ombudsman will re-
fer the case to a High Court,
said the official. who asked not
to be narned

The hill excludes the Presi-
dent. who has constitutional
protection from criminal pro-
ceedings while in office

The official said the bill
would also expose military offi-

cers in civilian jobs to possi
prosecution. but not all Imli
Lary officers, as proposed in the
oniginal draft.

He said the draft bill would
be i
tial

menited by a Presiden
rdinance within three

He said the original draft
had been amen to spare
those who repaid money they
had embezzied. from going lo
jail.

: Benazr Bhutto s ousted gov
ernment and the main opposi-
tion Pakistan Muslim League

aced separate anti-corruption
ills before the National As-
sembly (lower house) before
President Farooq Leghari dis
solved it on November 5
Bhutto's bill had included
the president among those
against whom corruption
charges could be pursued
anwhile the husband of

sacked Pakistani premier has
been detained to prevent him
inciting people against the care-
laker government., a court was
told in Lahore today.

Asif Ali Zardari is in custody
al a police guest house near
Islamabad under a Punjab
province law allowing deten
tion ol suspects considered a
threat 10 public peace

The action was taken after a
police intelligence report that
Lardari was ‘instigating” peo-
ple against the interim gov-
ernment. according to the offi-
cial record submitted to the La
hore High Court by a magis-
trate

Zardari's lawyer termed the
allegation baseless saying his
client was detained before the
installation of the caretaker
government.

The provincial government's

See Page 12 Col B
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11 killed, 31 injured in
road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

Eleven people were killed
and thirty-one injured in road
accidents in Dhaka, Tangail
and Jhenidah vesterday

Our DMC Correspondent re
ports: Three persons died when

a truck went off the road and

. struck themon a pavement near

the Mirpur Police Station in the
cily vesterday evening, accord

ing to police and hospital
SOUTCes.

The victims who were stand
g on the pavement could not
e wdentibied immediately

According 1o police the ac

Diarrhoea claims
10 hhves 1n Bansal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Nov |4 Diarrhoea
claimed at least 10 lives in
Gournadi, Banaripara and Hi-
zla thana areas of Barisal dis
trict during the last two weeks

Official sources said. diar
rhoea has broken out Iin 4
undons ol Banaripara thana,
two unions ol izla and 3

unions of Gournadi thana

Acc nrdln.f to sources at the
Barisal Civil Surgeon office. a
medical team Is walking in the
worst affected areas of Gournadi
thana

cident occurred as the driver
lost control over the vehicle,

The truck was seized by the
police but the driver escaped.

The bodies were sent to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal for autopsy.

Meanwhile. the driver of an
autlorickshaw was killed when
two autorickshaws heading to-
wards the airport collided with

each olher al Kawla under Can-
tonment thana gralrrdny
evening, police and hospital

sources said.

Fazal, 27. who was seriously
injured in the accident died at
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) His vehicle
hit the other from behind on
the airport road at around 6

Mannan. 40. the other
driver, was admitted to the
DMCH

Our Tangail rnrrr'l}:-nndﬂlt
says Four ple. including a
woman. died and 15 others were
injured in a road mishap at

Malauri under Madhupur thana
in Tangail district yesterday
morning

Police said. the accident oc-
curred when a Dhaka-bound
minibus with passengers on
board collided with a truck at
‘45 am Two persons died on

See Page 12 Col 3
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Three pmph- dmd on the lp-nt when a Lrurh wrnt off the road and hit them on a
pavement at Mirpur yesterday.
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to Indemnity
(Repeal) Bill '96

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed ycaterday .u-
sented to the Indemnity

Bill 1996 paach by&%giamt

on Tuesday, reports
The President's assent to the

Bill made it into a law remov-
ing all barriers to the trial of
the August 15 killings of 1975.

The law scrapped the infa-
mous [Indemnity Ordinance
which indemnified those who
killed Bangbandhu Sheikh Mu-
Lbur Rahman along with his

ins and toppled his govern-
ment in a bloody coup on Au-
gust 15, 1975.

The ordinance was promul-
galed on September 26, 1975 by
the then president Khandaker
Mushtague Ahmed and later

incorporated in the Constitu-
tion by the 5th Amendment on
April 7, 1979.

The Indemnity (Repeal) Bill,
1996 was pa unanimou
in Parliament a simple ma-
jority on Tuesday night with

ch votes from the ruli
Awami League and Jatiya Party
and JSD (Rob) members, Main
opposition BNP and Jamaat-e-
[slami were absent.

State Minister for Law, Jus-
lice and Parliament Affairs
Abdul Matin Khasru piloted the
Bill on the same day for consid-
eration of the House. .

Aug 15, Nov 3 killing

Chargesheets
likely this

month

Star Report

The chargesheets of both the
causes of killing on August 15
and November 3. 1975 are
likely to be submitted sepa-
rately by the end of this month
at the Chief Metropolitan Mag-
istrate’s Court, according to of-
ficial sources.

Following the passage of the
Indemnity (Repeal) Act 1996 by
the Jatiya Sangsad Tuesday
last, there remains no legal bar
lor the trial of those responsi-
ble for killings.

Within a week of submission
ol chargesheets, the cases are
likely to be transferred to the

Sessions Court, the sources
said _
W, WLl

___1l® gase uL connecy
the August 15 Was
onn Ocliober 2 with the Dhan-
mondi thana by Mahiful Islam,
the then Resident Personal Sec-
ret to the founder President
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman alnnﬁ with his
family and some of his cabinet
members and their families
were killed on that night.

The case in connection with
the jail killing in which four
Awami League stalwarts were

murdered inside the Dhaka
Central jail was lod by the
then DIG Prisons ul Awal

on November 4. 1975, the day
after the murder.

The CID officially took over
the case after a lapse of almost
2| years, following the return of
Awami League to the power.

Patients leaving
RMCH as strike

continues

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Nov 14: Inter-
nee doctors and class four em-
ployees of the Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital (RMCH)
continued their strike for the
third day today. They are on
strike after clashes on Tuesday.

All offices of the hospital
were kept under lock and key by
the class four employees.

Only the nurses were found
on duty but they could do very
little as the stores remained
closed and senior doctors also
did not attend offices appre-
hending attacks by the striking
employees.

A Rajshahi University stu-
dent was severely beaten at the
emergency ward allegedly by
some class four employees who
suspected him to be a medical
student. The employees are not
allowing the internee doctors
and medical students to enter

the hbspital.

Some patients left the hos-
pital today.

Meanwhile. the I[nternee

Doctors Association at a press
conference this evening de-
manded removal of the Director
of the RMCH Col Nazmul Huda
for his alleged corruption and
partisan role against the doc-
tors and students.

Jatraban bus
fire: 2 more

arrested
Star Report

Another two rsons in-
volved in the Jatrabari bus fire
case were arrested by police yes-
terday. said a police press re-
lease.

Adil and Hedayetullah sus-

cted toll collectors at the

Sayedabad bus terminal were
arrested from Kutubkhali under

Demra thana, police said
adding they went into hiding
soon after the bus fire incident
late last year.

Police have so far arrested
Mohammed Oziullah, Nasir,
Shoukat. Liagat, Sentu and
Abed. said to be known crimi-
nals and notorious toll collec-
tors for their complicity in the

See Page 12 Col



