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Our attitude concerning
politics and economy

*Golam Jahangir

giahangi297 | ®vax2.ivinona.m

sus. eddu
USA

We. the “expatriates” are
some Limes in a position to view
certain situations in a way that

owr fellow contrymen sould

not. no doubt. But this does not
mean that we are much more
rational than the one's that are

residing at home. But we are
very much rational about judg-
ing where the country is going.

in terms of comparing the other

nation's progress in economy

and society. In other words. It is

now evident that the present
governments action is no less
annoying than the previous
ones. Some times it seems
WOrse,

Every single day BCD or BCL
are getting involved in clashes.
every day the national news
media is reporting bias news
that even a "dumb” person can
tell that those arge all political
propoganda's. It seems very
amazing that all BNP leaders
are now happened to be cor-
rupted and all the rest of the po-
litical leaders including Ershad
(who was literally trhown out
from his chair is getting bails
in every cases) is now saints.
The BCD leadrs are getting ar-
rested whereas the BCL are not.
Now, BCL has evicted all the ac-
tivists of BCD from JU and now
they have controll over the

s,

Now all these statements

may sound that the writer is bi-

ased or a er of that polit-
ical party. But are those news
not true? How long is the coun-
try to see all these actiens that
are to create more chaotic
situation? No doubt, cleansing
has to be taken and the

writer thinks that it is going to
take time. But the question re-
mains when is this going to be
over? The madam's children
are studying abroad so they
don’t care whether or not the lo-
cal's are going to ashtray or not,
Because they don't have to.
When all the nation's are look-
ing for a better future and re-
structuring there political and
economical structure, all our
leaders are doing is to living in
the past and holding the super-
stitious thoughts about society.

Be aware. if we do not change
our attitude concerning politics
and economy, we are to face cer-
tain consequences that will not
only destroy the future but also
the social structure, leading e
country towards more violence
confliction and segregation.

The present government
should realize that no matter
how strong you think you are by
capturing the "hall's”. the final
key is held by the general pub-
lic. no the students and most of
the time they remain silent and
will act when they have to. Do
not forget that they are very
rude in deciding their mandate
once you lost your faith {as you
did in 1991, but regainde by act-
ing polite in 1996), it is very
difficult to regain it.

Gas Export

R. H. Zaki
2aki®@ait. ac.th
Thailand:

We came to know that World
Bank has suggested to export
patural gas from BG. Well, it
would be a good idea if we were
self sufficient in energy sector
and in addition if we had excess
of gas. But unfortunately we are
mot self sufficient in energy nor

we have exira gas
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| energy in BG including nat-
ural gas.it is evident from the
fact that we have gas supply for
only eastern part of our coun-
try. and less half a million
household has got gas supply
for cooking, and that only for
selected cities and towns again
of the eastern part of
BG.Western part of Bangladesh
and the rural area of eastern
part has no supply for produc-
tion or even lor subsistence re-

L.

Now-a-days. we here about
lack of electricity in whole of
Bangladesh. there is talk (and

A

a-lot of controversy) regarding
import of electricity [rom
India.We need natural gas lor
long term power gernieration in
our country which is vital lor
our cherished economic devel-
opment.

Finally. just kindly ask
Petro-Bangla how long our nat-

ural gas would last even if we fix
the at 10026. 18 Kioe

sEfPpoet D Hatur

will make our very survival
difficult.

I would like to also request
WB consultants to kindly
comapre Indonesia's reserve
with ours. as they have poimed
to Indonesia's example of gas
export to strengthen their sug-
gestion . Our reserve is quite
small w.r.t. theirs.

So. we would be better off by
supplying gas to all industries
in eastren and western part ol
Bangladesh. and to as many
howiseholds as possible (o raise
the living standard.
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Zaed Mohaiemen
Zaed Mohaiemen@oberlin.edu
Cleveland. OHIO, U.S.A.

Everyone is extremely [rus-
trated with having only two
choices in electing a President
for the next four years. | guess
you have to choose the better of
the two evils. | mean the issue
of Bill Clinton's honesty has
encountered some serious ques-
tions after the Indonesian
scandel. | don't think anyone
in this country can truely be-
lieve that the President wasn't
involved in this fiasco.
Reminds me ol the situation in
Bangladesh. | guess everyone
envisions America as the coun-
try of honesty and all that other
hyped up ideals. I thirnk politi-
cians, doctors. lawyers. civil
servants and specially the po-
lice are as corrupt as in
Bangladesh: if not more. Police
officers are know to take bribes
in this country to forget a traffic
violation.

The issue is just that most
people are not as outright and
honest about being dishonest in
this country. In a way we are
more honest, as we not hide the
fact that everyone can be
pushed do perform dishonest

_acts with an adequate bribe. 1|

even learned that the Office
Financial Aid can get money
out of the air to help students in
this college, even though they
always appear to be stingy
about Aid to students. [ mean
"Chachar joreye” is tolally op-
erative in this country. people
just have no idea about it.

Asif M Syed
asyed007@aol com
NewYork, Country: USA

I'm a loreign student in
Bangladesh. | observed the elec-
tien process of this couintry.
This is the one of the biggest
and important elections of all
the countries in the world. |
[ound that this election was free
and fair . and most of all there
wasn't a single event ol violent
act any any polling stations.
Why can't Bngladeshi's have a
nce less election?
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I am riding with an ameri-
can guy to go to my workplace.
He s tunred the radio on to lis
ten his favorite talk show or
sommething like that. At that
time I've got to remember that
loday is the election day In the
morning. | went to school. met
lot of people, spent time at cafe-
leria. but | didn't listen sofmeone
to talk aboul the election. |
don't know what's going on In
Bangladesh right now. but I'm
pretly sure that all the nespa
pers increased their no of sub

the

~US Elections ]
US Presidential Election:

A model to learn for
‘Bangladeshi's

scription for that day. Voting in
election is a routine duty to
them. but to us - it's something
more than basic needs. In my
opinion, these are the main
differences between the election
culture of U.S.A. and that of
Bangladesh.

Lopa Ahmed
lopa@dte.net
Kansas City., USA

Hello all my f[riends [rom
Bangladesh.] want to tell you
little bit about the presidential
election here in America where
I live.l live in a small city called
Wichita, which is located in the
state of Kansas. As you must al-
ready know that Mr.Bob Dole is
originally from Kansas.that is
why he got tremendous support
from Kansas.Also here in
Kansas people are more sup-
portive of the Repulicans. hence
Bob Dole got more Electoral
vote from Kansas.

As far as President
Clinton.he is well liked by the
Bangladesh community in
America. One of the reasons is
that he is more linient about
the Immigration policies and
Acts. He also seems to tackle the
Iragi problem more calmly and
he is not so eager to start a war
with Middle East any time
soon

As you should know that'I
am currently studying in
Wichita State Univ. and mar-
ried, so that doesn’t give me
much time for politics. but 1 do
try to keep in touch with the
world through the Internet.

Moin U Salam. Ph.D
msalam@®@agen. ufl.edu

Crainesville. Florida, USA t

mlu nasty. in ma
X ther it is being pr

lised in Bangladesh or in t

USA. This nasty face is un-
veiled during election cam-
paigning time. The oponents try
to attack each other in every
aspect and in a most bitter way.
even not hesitating personal
lives and characters. This was
true in the recent US election.
and this was also true in the
Bangladesh elections. This is
nothing to worry. it is a part of
politics. The politicians will try
lo attract the voters in favour of
them. the whatever way they
can. Mt we gol 1o ook at the
end of this scenario. and that is
the point | am trying (o ralse

- ——

The Americican tradition is
this. that the' looser of the
Presidential race will speak
first, then the winner. And as
usual, Bob Dole spoke to his
supporters. Among many
points, he told that he contratu-
lated his oponent Bill Clinton
for his winning: at this point
his supporters raised boo’, but
notice, Dole said. no don't do
that, 'I prey God gives Clinton
the strength to run America for
four years. we (Dole and
Clinton) were rivals in the elec-
tion not the enemy’. The same
notion was done by Kemp.
Dole's rinning mate. When
Kemp told his sopporters that
he congratulated Bill Clinton,
he audience sparked with
"booooo’, but look. he told, ‘T am
holding the microphone, so |
have the right to say the right
thing.

President in his winning
speech congratulated Bob Dole,
his rival. for Dole brave gesture
of campaigning and told he
(Dole) is a nice man and
America needs his service. And.
this is the way American
politicians practice politics.
They involve in severe bitter-
ness (far better than what does
the Bangladeshi politicians).
but turns it into sweetness when
it is over. And. here is the dif-
ference between US and
Bangladesh politicians. the
latter never can turn a relation-
ship into a friendly manner.
Instead of wishing success. we
the Bangladeshis sav. we will
not allow the government to go
peacefully’. Dear politicians.
please try to learn and known
civilized behavior. That will

gggmmwﬁnumuma
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| was watching the speech of
president Clinton after his
landslide victory over Bob Dole
vesterday. After a brief thank-
ing speech he said ".. .I'd like to
thank Bob Dole for his contri-
bution and his admirable toler-
ance that led us to this point of
success . He also added "1 hope
we'll be able to work togather
with the republicans for the
common share of America’.The
word common share’ means a
lot . Although there are many
substantial differences between

Star,

sthe two party, and they stand
almost in two different pole

with the issues .they still use

the word ‘common share’'.The
question is why can't we ? The
ruling AL government has
foiled the glory of Nov7 and
didn't take any programs to
commemorate this day.Does
this make them feel good? Are
they taking chance of being in
the chair and humiliating other
peoples feelings? Well, for them
I should say "He who hates gets
hatrated’. They didn't have to
do that. And when will our peo-
ple learn 1o tolerate other peo-

ples thoughts ? During the reign
of BNP we also experienced the
the totatl uncoverage of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.And now we
are experiencing the same tone
in opposite manner. With due
respect to the leaders I'd like to
say that it doesn't do any good
disrespecting others. Different

people will have different views
and values but we have to re-
spect other peoples beleifs. We
have chosen you as our repre-
sentatives not to create mess
around the country but to fix
it.You are the leaders of the
common people.From a child to
an old man of Bangladesh. ev-
eryone watches you. If you can't
respect the past leaders, how
eould you expect from them to
respect you in the future? And if
you can't utter the word from
your heart "We will work for the
common share of
Bangladesh” please leave your
position to someone who can
say that.

Habib Chaklader
CHAKH | @nich-aca-
demic. nich.edu
New Orieans. USA:

Actually us cilizens are noi
so concern about politics like
us. but they are somehow re-
sponsible As a student ol an us
university. i can say about the
american students reaction and
activities relating with this
election. Most of the students
here are usually very busy be-
cause of their job and other ac-

tiyities.But for this they ar-
;lr_igi _party.in the TV
i 90 Mibav) Bsery one Ean

|came Wi cijoy the broaddas of
election result. The room was
full and everyone was support-
ing his own candidate. Some of
them was shouting-what they
usually like to do. Alter getting
the final result. some of them
left the room.particularly those
are defeated. But both of the
groups appreciated Clinton's
victory.And the next day they
were just forgot about every-
thing and started doing their
own job without talking neoth-
ing about it in the work-
place This is the American way
of celebrating thier new gov-
ernment which is quite differ-
et fromm our way of celebration.

Che Llaily Star Entertainment Guide

Khondakar M. Mostafa.
kmmst26+@pitt.edu
Pittsburgh. USA

| think that the current gov-
erment's intention of purchas-
ing bulk power from India
would be detrimental to the na-
tion's interest. The fact that we
have shortfall in generation
can not be denied. So looking
into supplying this demand is
natural but | think the present
goverement is looking in the
wrong place. India itself is
chronically short of power. In
this thread it is well know that
India itsell is begging western
cos. o invest in the power sec-
tor. The example of Enron in
Bombay is a testimony to that.
So where is India going to get

the power to sell to Bangladesh'’

74

Here one might add that
power generation and energy
policy is a medium to long term
process where the planning
horizon is measured in years
and not in months. Such short
term ‘fixes' as buying power
from India at inflated prices is
contrary to the national inter-
esl. Here also it can be men-
tioned that unreliable power is
expensive power. India can turn
off the power anytime citing
any number of reasons. and ol
course Bangladesh and it's peo-
ple will be the loser.,

Therefore 1 appeal to you to
use your forum to further in-
vestigate this vital interest. |
also wish to remind you that
journalist have a responsibility
lo protect the nation's interest
and see to that politician and
vested interest do not sell the
nation’'s interest,

Taufiqur R. Mollick (Badal)
mollick@mail. snet.net
Wesr Haven. Conmnerticut. U. 8. A

| just read the news about
ADB's proposal for regional co-
operation which suggested im-
porting power from India. Well
| think this is another expam-
ple of India's supremecy in
South Asia. With due respect to
ADB’'s intelectual ability. 1
would like to say that. as far as
Bangladesh is concern. this co-
operajionn will - opdy; .be- prof-
itahle ,for Iudia, . ADH %nutd
have recommandéd o erftour-
age private investment in this
sector. With private power
plants. productions will be
more efflicient. cheaper, will

Che Dhaily Sur 5

Bangladesh
Power import from India

create thousands of new jobs,
and will generate millions in
internal revenue. rather than
niaking India richer.

As a MBA (Finance) student,
| understand that to create a fa-
vorable foreign investment
climate, Bangladesh needs to
privatize electricity and
telecommunication as well as
political stability. Most of the
people | talk with here in U.S.A.
do not even know where
Bangladesh is, let alone invest-
ing. Those three are the most
important factors for an in-
vestor to invest in a foreign
country, along with trans-
portation. Cheap labor is not
the bottom line in foreign in-
vestment. If [ were to invest in a
loreign country. I would have
the same concerns. Now, why
do we need foreign investment?
(iet real. currently Bangladesh
do not have the capital or re-
sources to turn the country ar-
round which every body wishes
to see,

About a week ago. I saw a
three page advertisement about
Bangladesh in the Wall Street
Journal and I think that was
greal. We have (o attract in-
vestors from all around the
world by spreading positive
news about our country not by
showing poverly and starving
people that some NGOs' are do-
ing. We have to set our priori-
lies.do we want donations or
means to financial freedom? If
all the citizens of Bangladesh
walits their country to be called
“International basket case”, 1
have nothing to say. Hey, its
democracy. Bul if people wants
to stop ill treatments because of
Lheir Bangladeshi passport(!),
then now is the time to fight
hhick and show the world world,
Ves. We Ccan.

| will finish iy MBA in next
December. and after that. | am
going back to my country. I
know my contribution will be
very little, but | feel obligated to
my country, my family, and my
friends. | wish Bangladeshi stu-
dents who were fortnate enough
Lo get an western education and

. ThSAmc-what developed gount
. have done and are doing. will go

back to our "Shonar Bangla”
and help to make it the true
jewel of the world. Not only us,
this should be the only mission
ol everv Bangladeshi citizen.

- o
Disclaimer

The Internet is a global medium of communication and
expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
author's own as they appear to all receivers of the Internet.
We reproduce them authentically to permit our readers to

know what Bangladeshis abroad are feeling and saying.
The Daily Star is not responsible for the opinions
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Real Countdown 11:00 Nukkad

11:30 Shatrany 12:00 Tcz:"hi
ant

. Tops 12:30 Brigadier

1:80 Suhana Safar 1:30
Narrane 2:00 Special 3:00 Amar
Prem 3:30 Chehre 4:00
Axarwsha 4:30 Song Yatra 5:00
Dear EL 05.30 Special 6:30
Sorry Men Lorry 7:00 Hit Thi
it Ha 7:30 Hakke Bhakke §:00
FALJ B:30 Pubkc Demand 930
sambier 10:00 Peoples Club
10:30 Humrarv 11:00 Casper
Number One 11:30 Filmi Chaat
12:00 Newshne 12:30 Special
1:30 Tarane Aur Fasane 2:30
Party Time

9:00am Tiawat Aur Tarjuma/
Hamd/™Naat §:20 Caroon §.30

[ ALWAYS LIKE TO MAKE SURE
OPIE AND 1 HAVE THE EXACT
SAME AMOUNT OF FOOPD

by Jim Davis




